City of Homer Capital Improvement Plan « 2020 - 2025

5. Multi-Use Community Center, Phase 1

Project Description & Benefit: This project is the first phase in designing and constructing a multi-use Community Center to
adequately serve the social, recreation, cultural, and educational needs of the Homer community. Years of growing numbers of
requests to Parks and Recreation for access to indoor facilities highlights the need for this project. A 2015 City of Homer Parks,
Art, Recreation and Culture (PARC) Needs Assessment validated this perceived need. Incorporating an extensive public input
process, the PARC Needs Assessment reflects the community’s high priority on community access to public recreational and
educational spaces and identifies a community center as a significant future investment for the community.

The PARC Needs Assessment included a statistically valid survey question asking the community’s interest for constructing and
funding an $18 million facility. 30% of respondents agreed with the statement that this facility is a priority in the next five years;
an additional 27% placed it as a priority in the next five to ten years. The success of this project requires sources for capital
funding and a sound feasibility study to determine how ongoing operations would be funded.

Public input identified a general-purpose gymnasium and a multi-purpose space for safe walking/running, dance, martial
arts, performing arts, community meetings and events, and dedicated space for youth as priority features. The PARC Needs
Assessment describes the community center as a comprehensive multi-generational facility that offers something for people
of all ages; an important part of the feasibility study will be to help avoid overbuilding, building without considering other area
amenities, or underestimating operations and maintenance costs to create a vibrant, sustainable multi-purpose public space.

Plans & Progress: In 2017, community members completed construction on the South Peninsula Athletic and Recreation Center
(SPARC) on Kenai Peninsula Borough School District property located adjacent to the Homer Middle School. SPARC offers indoor
recreation and event space for activities such as indoor soccer, walking, and running; parent/child play groups; roller skating and
roller derby; pickleball (with a non-regulation ball); and open gym.

In 2018 the Homer Education and Recreation Complex (HERC) Task Force completed several months of study and provided
recommendations to the City Council regarding the future of HERC1. Based on Task Force recommendations the City Council
requested letters of interest for use of the facility and issued a request for proposals to upgrade and manage HERC1 in spring
2019. No proposals were received and the City Council initiated steps to evaluate HERC1 demolition.

A reconnaissance or preliminary feasibility study will evaluate the size and type of facility, recommend functional spaces based
on community need and not duplicating services, develop conceptual floor plans and site plans, estimate total construction cost,
project ongoing operational costs and identify funding mechanisms.

Total Project Cost: $500,000

FY2021 State Request: $500,000
(City of Homer 10% Match: $50,000)

The City of Unalaska’S Community Center is the hub of community activities. Centrally located, the Community Center is
widely used by both residents and visitors. It has everything from a cardio and weight room to music and art areas.
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