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Planning, Tourism, & 
Economic Development

Update
February 2025

Planning

• Comprehensive Sustainability Plan

 - Joint effort with Stephanie Trueblood, 
Public Space and Sustainability Manager

- We won an award! 

• Hired a (new position) Planner II 
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Planning
• Parking Study

 - Internal kick-off, information/data sharing 
from last study, public engagement plan 
development

• Code Enforcement

• UDO Re-write

 - RFP released, responses in, staff 
scoring/interviewing finalist firms

• Implementation of CSP and Town Board 
Strategic Goals (on-going)

Planning

• Hillsborough Station TOD Project

 - We have 18+/- ac to plan

- Train station anchor, other uses TBD- lots of 
good ideas out there

- More to come!
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Planning

• Annexations, Rezonings, New 
Development Ideas

 - A lot of interest in residential infill,     
apartments, and storage unit complexes 

- Working with Utilities/Eng Services to keep 
up with new water and sewer system 
demands on our system

• Where? 

- Oakdale, Meadowlands, Owls Woods, 
Paliouras, Waterstone, next phases of Collins 
Ridge, Persimmon Phase 2, and now 
Waterstone South build out

Tourism 
• Food and Beverage Tax continues to 

grow as does support for our tourism 
contract partners (Burwell, Museum, 
Hillsborough Arts Council)

• And subsequent support for events 
grows: Solstice Lantern Walk, Holiday 
Parade & Tree Lighting so large it was 
split into two events, Last Fridays 
continues to thrive and grow

• More and bigger marketing 
opportunities (both paid and unpaid) 
WRAL Out & About, Southern Living 
Magazine, and more…  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJnOvfgCKO4
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Tourism 
• Occupancy Tax remains steady, with 

growth when Colonial Inn came online
• TDA continues to support public/private 

art installations, marketing for 
established events, and growing events 
like FlushFest

• Investments made in holiday décor this 
fiscal year, continued desire to support a 
performing/cultural arts venue

2021 Now

Economic Development (2021)

Pre-development meetings and inquiries for vacant parcels and buildings including: 

100 S Churton Street 
Paliouras Outparcel(s) 
633 Cornelius St
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Economic Development 

Moving and shaking in Downtown & West Hillsborough, 
Hampton Pointe, and more: 
- Eno Arts Mill (OCAC)
- Eno River Brewing 
- Annie & Arthur Fine Art Supplies 
- Melissa Designer Jewelry moved to larger location
- Dwell 
- Vesta 
- The Rookery 

- River Cycles
- Aldi 

- La Muneca Ice Cream 

- Lupita’s Taqueria 

(list is not exhaustive, just some examples of new and growing small 
businesses)

Economic Development 

• Durham Tech Expansion 

• OC Crisis Diversion Facility and/or 
additional Medical and/or Office 
development as part of Waterstone 
South 

• Working with the Chamber on both 
small and large business initiatives 
including identifying our BIPOC and 
woman owned enterprises and 
learning what their business needs 
are 
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