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5.2.8 DWELLING, ACCESSORY 

The following sections are provided to create opportunities for a diversity of housing stock within 
town. A dwelling unit must contain sleeping, cooking, and bathroom facilities. Guest quarters or 
suites that do not contain all three types of facilities are not dwelling units and are not reviewed in 
this section. 

5.2.8.1 Accessory dwelling units in freestanding structures 
New or existing accessory buildings may be used as dwelling units in addition to the 
principal dwelling unit in the R-10, R-15, and R-20 districts, subject to the following 
conditions: 
5.2.8.1.a The lot is developed, or proposed to be developed, with a single-family 

dwelling and customary accessory outbuildings. 

5.2.8.1.b The lot has direct access to a public street. 

5.2.8.1.c One (1) accessory dwelling unit is permitted per lot, whether within the principal 
dwelling or as a freestanding structure. 

5.2.8.1.d The structure containing the accessory dwelling must meet the applicable primary 
building setbacks established in Table 6.3.1, Dimensional Requirements – residential 
OR Section 7.5.3, Non-conforming lot setback requirements. The existing, primary 
dwelling may be non-conforming in regard to building setbacks required in the zoning 
district. The setback provision in Section 9.1.5.2.c of this ordinance is available for an 
accessory building containing a dwelling unit. 

5.2.8.1.e An accessory dwelling unit in a freestanding structure shall be located to the side or 
rear of the primary dwelling and behind the primary dwelling’s front façade.  

5.2.8.1.f All structures containing dwellings are connected to municipal water and 
sewer service. 

5.2.8.1.g The accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed fifty (50) percent of the gross floor 
area of the principal dwelling unit or 1,000 square feet in gross floor area, 
whichever is greater. In no case shall the accessory dwelling unit exceed the 
gross floor area and/or height of the principal dwelling unit.  

5.2.8.1.h The accessory unit is constructed to the state building code for one- and two-
family dwellings (i.e., is not a manufactured home). 

5.2.8.1.i There is sufficient off-street parking on the parcel to accommodate two spaces 
for the principal dwelling and one space per bedroom in the accessory unit, 
which may include garage spaces. 

5.2.8.1.j The application materials indicate storage locations for solid waste and 
recycling containers for both dwellings consistent with Town Code 
requirements. 

5.2.8.1.k Units that existed on August 12, 1996 that do not meet one or more 
provisions of this section may continue as legal non-conforming uses. 
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5.2.8.2 Accessory dwelling units within a principal single-family dwelling 
Accessory dwelling units may be located within a principal single-family dwelling in 
any zoning district, subject to the following conditions: 

5.2.8.2.a The lot is developed, or proposed to be developed, with a single-family 
dwelling and customary accessory outbuildings. 

5.2.8.2.b One (1) accessory dwelling unit is permitted per lot, whether within the principal 
dwelling or as a freestanding structure. 

5.2.8.2.c Both dwellings are connected to municipal water and sewer service. 

5.2.8.2.d The accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed fifty (50) percent of the gross 
floor area of the principal dwelling unit or 1,000 square feet in gross floor 
area, whichever is greater. In no case shall the accessory dwelling unit 
exceed the gross floor area of the principal dwelling unit. 

5.2.8.2.e The accessory dwelling unit must have its own exterior access. Any interior 
access to the principal dwelling must be lockable from both dwellings. 

5.2.8.2.f There is sufficient off-street parking on the parcel to accommodate two spaces 
for the principal dwelling and one space per bedroom in the accessory unit, 
which may include garage spaces. 

5.2.8.2.g The application materials indicated storage locations for solid waste and 
recycling containers for both dwellings consistent with Town Code 
requirements. 

5.2.8.2.h Units that existed on August 12, 1996 that do not meet one or more 
provisions of this section may continue as legal non-conforming uses. 

5.2.8.3 Temporary Family Health Care Structure 
A structure meeting the definition of “temporary family health care structure,” as defined in 
Section 9.2, Definitions, of this Ordinance, may be used as a dwelling unit in addition to a 
principal dwelling, subject to the following conditions: 
5.2.8.3.a The Permit applicant, in addition to other items required for the issuance of a Zoning 

Compliance Permit for any other structure or building, shall provide the following 
information as part of their application: 
(a) written certification from a physician licensed to practice in the State of North 

Carolina that the person being cared for is mentally or physically impaired, and 
(b) a floor plan of the proposed temporary family health care structure. 

5.2.8.3.b Only one temporary family health care structure will be permitted per lot. 

5.2.8.3.c The temporary family health care structure may, or may not, be placed on a 
permanent foundation. 

5.2.8.3.d The temporary family health care structure must be occupied by a caregiver 
in providing care for a mentally or physically impaired person as defined in 
Section 9.2, Definitions, of this Ordinance. 

5.2.8.3.e The temporary family health care structure must be located on property owned 
or occupied by either: 
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