
Sec. 30-68. - Supplemental district regulations.  

(g)  Accessory marine facilities:  

(1)  Accessory use. Accessory marine facilities, including docks, piers, launching facilities, boat basins, 
freestanding pilings and lifting and mooring devices, are permitted as accessory uses in all residential 
zoning districts. Accessory marine facilities shall be reviewed as special exceptions by the planning 
board which shall be the final authority on all applications unless the accessory marine facility is part 
of a site plan submittal or other application requiring town commission approval as provided for in 
section 30-36.  

a.  Accessory marine facilities shall not be used for commercial purposes.  

b.  Accessory marine facilities shall be used only by residents or their guests, and shall not be rented 
or leased to nonresidents or any other person other than owners or residents of the principal 
dwelling or dwellings. For the purpose of this section, the term guest shall mean a person or 
persons residing in a dwelling unit for a limited period of time, not to exceed a period of sixty (60) 
days within one calendar year, at the invitation of the owner or resident of the dwelling.  

c.  Accessory marine facilities shall not be a hazard to navigation.  

(2)  Boat basins. Boat basins are allowed in all zoning districts and reviewed by a special exception, subject 
to the additional standards listed below:  

a.  The edge of any improvements associated with a boat basin shall be located at least twenty-five 
(25) feet from side property lines.  

b.  The total length of improvements associated with a boat basin shall not exceed one-third (33.3%) 
of the length of the property line in which the basin is located.  

c.  Not more than twenty-five (25) percent of any boat moored in a boat basin may extend waterward 
of property line in which the basin is located.  

d.  The town, at the expense of the applicant, may utilize appropriate marine, engineering, 
construction, and related professionals to review all aspects of such application. Such 
professionals shall be utilized to ensure compliance with the requirements herein, to ensure a 
proposed basin will not be a hazard to navigation, and to ensure a proposed boat basin will not 
pose a potential hazard, via erosion or other action, to the stability of neighboring properties.  

(3)  Lifting devices. The installation of lifting devices or other means of securing boats (but not a boat dock) 
is allowed in all zoning districts. In addition to the requirements for a special exception, the planning 
board must also find that the lifting device will provide adequate protection of neighboring property 
and that there is no infringement of standard navigational practices.  

(4)  Boats and setbacks. When moored, any portion of a boat shall not extend beyond any property line, 
as extended waterward.  

(5)  Enclosures. Accessory marine facilities shall not be enclosed with walls, roofs, or any other structures 
or improvements.  

(6)  Installation. Accessory marine facilities shall comply with the installation standards listed below:  

a.  In waterways not regulated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, docks and mooring structures 
shall not extend into any waterway more than five (5) feet.  

b.  In waterways regulated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, docks and mooring structures may 
extend to that distance allowed by said agency.  
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c.  Measurement of the width or length of a dock, as applicable, shall be made from the property 
line.  

d.  Marine facilities shall comply with the side yard setbacks listed below.  

1.  Single-family zoning districts: Twenty-five (25) feet; provided, however, the side yard setback 
shall be fifteen (15) feet for any single-family lot with a lot width of fifty (50) feet or more but 
less than seventy (70) feet. For those lots with less than fifty (50) feet abutting the water, the 
planning board may grant a special exception for the installation of a seawall mounted davit 
type lifting device (but not a dock structure) after being satisfied as to the protection of 
neighboring property and no infringement of standard navigation practices.  

2.  Multifamily zoning districts: Five (5) feet, measured from the perimeter property lines. In 
multifamily residential zoning districts, marine facilities shall be exempt from side yard 
setback requirements for all interior lot lines.  

(7)  Perpendicular docking. Unless otherwise provided herein, boats shall not be moored or docked 
perpendicular to the property at which they are located.  

a.  A boat moored at the landward end of a canal constructed for boat docking purposes may be 
moored perpendicular to the property line, provided such mooring does not impede the 
navigation of adjacent property owners.  

b.  A boat moored in the Intracoastal Waterway may be moored perpendicular to the property line, 
subject to approval by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

c.  A request for perpendicular docking of a boat in a canal shall be considered as a special exception 
by the planning board. Applications for development order approval of perpendicular docking of 
boats shall be subject to all standards applicable to a special exception request, and the additional 
criteria contained herein:  

1.  Location of docks, docked boats, and relation to side setbacks shall be established by the 
waterward extension of property lines.  

2.  Perpendicular docking of boats shall not interfere with navigation of other boats within the 
affected canal, and will not be a hazard to navigation.  

3.  Perpendicular docking of boats shall comply with all setbacks required for accessory marine 
facilities.  

4.  Docks or accessory mooring facilities approved by the planning board for perpendicular 
docking of boats may exceed the maximum extension into a waterway allowed for accessory 
marine facilities.  

5.  The building official or planning board may request evidence, prepared by a recognized 
marine expert, demonstrating the following:  

i.  Proposed perpendicular docking and related accessory marine facilities will not 
reasonably deny or otherwise limit the ability of abutting or adjacent property owners 
to construct accessory marine facilities;  

ii.  Proposed perpendicular docking and related accessory marine facilities will not 
reasonably deny or otherwise limit the normal ability of abutting or adjacent property 
owners to moor, maneuver, use or otherwise move a boat; and  

iii.  Proposed perpendicular docking and related accessory marine facilities will not deny 
reasonable visual access of abutting property owners to public waterways.  

 



 (h)  Dolphins, freestanding pilings, boat lifts, docks, and moorings:  

(1)  Installation. In order to be installed, dolphins, freestanding pilings, boat lifts, docks, and moorings 
(collectively "mooring facilities") shall comply with all standards listed below:  

a.  The installation shall be subject to special exception approval by the planning board at an 
advertised public hearing.  

b.  The mooring facilities will be located in a canal or waterway at least eighty (80) feet in width.  

c.  The mooring facilities will not create a hazardous interference with navigation, endanger life or 
property, or deny the public reasonable visual access to public waterways.  

d.  Construction of all mooring facilities shall require a building permit.  

(2)  Public notice. In addition to the requirements of section 30-46, written notice must be provided by 
first class mail to owners of property abutting the canal and located within five hundred (500) feet, as 
measured from both property lines along the canal bank, of the property in question.  

(3)  Documentation. The building official or planning board may request evidence, prepared by a 
recognized marine expert, demonstrating the proposed mooring facilities will not be a hazard to 
navigation and will not deny reasonable visual access to public waterways.  

(4)  Adjacent property. Installation of the mooring facilities shall not cause a hazardous interference with 
navigation, endanger life or property, or deny the adjacent property owners or public reasonable visual 
access to the public waterway.  

(5)  Navigation. Installation of such mooring facilities shall not infringe upon standard navigational 
practices that are or may be used by abutting property owners.  

(6)  Floating docks. Floating docks are permitted, subject to conformance with all zoning code 
requirements herein and compliance with all applicable building codes.  

 

Sec. 30-131. - Definitions of terms.  

Boat lifts means the bottom of the keel of any boat shall not be hoisted greater than one foot above the 
minimum seawall elevation. In no case shall the lift be higher than the superstructure of the boat when lifted.  

Note that Section 30-131 has several accessory marine facility-related definitions including “dock, residential,” 
“dolphin pilings,” etc. 

 


