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EXISTING EXTERIOR LIGHTS 

PBC* Existing 
beachfront 
lighting causing 
direct or indirect 
illumination 
shall be 
adjusted or 
corrected to 
ensure that the 
lighting does 
not cause 
illumination that 
is directly or 
indirectly visible 
from the beach. 

Window treatment 
shall be required on 
all windows visible 
from the beach. 
Blackout draperies or 
shadescreens are 
preferred. 
Alternatively or 
additionally, window 
tint may be applied to 
beachfront windows. 
The turning out of all 
unnecessary interior 
lights during the 
nesting season is 
strongly encouraged. 

Recommended corrective action that can be used to reduce or eliminate 
the effects of exterior lighting: 

-permanently remove the light fixture. 
-disconnect the light fixture. 
-reposition the light fixture so the point source is no longer visible from 
the beach. 
-replace light fixtures having an exposed light source with light fixtures 
containing recessed light sources or shields. 
-replace non-directional light fixtures with directional light fixtures 
pointing down and away from the beach. 
-replace light fixtures having translucent or transparent coverings with 
light fixtures having opaque shields covering an arc of at least 180 
degrees and extending an appropriate distance below the bottom edge 
of the light fixture on seaward side so the light source is not visible from 
the beach. 
-replace pole lamps with low-profile, low-level luminaries so that the light 
source is not visible from the beach. 
-plant or improve vegetation buffers between the light source and the 
beach to screen light form the beach. 
-construct an ornamental structural barrier to shield light sources from 
the beach; and 
-modify the light fixture by adding a shield. 
 

Boca Raton No artificial light 
any area of the 
incorporated 
beaches of the 
City. 

Window treatments in 
all windows visible 
from the beach 
regardless of 
exposure are 
required so that 
interior lights do not 
directly or indirectly 
illuminate the beach. 

Lights illuminating buildings or associated grounds for security or 
recreational purposes shall be shielded or screened such that they are 
not visible from the beach, or turned off between sunset to sunrise 
during the period of March 1 to October 31 of each year.  

*Delray Beach, Juno Beach, and Ocean Ridge have adopted by reference Palm Beach County’s Sea Turtle Protection Ordinance. 

 


