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CITY OF GUSTAVUS 
ORDINANCE FY25-12 

 
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CITY OF GUSTAVUS PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF 

CITY ORDINANCE TITLE 2 ADMINISTRATION, CHAPTER 2.40 – CITY COUNCIL 
PROCEDURES, SECTION 2.40.140 – TELEPHONIC PARTICIPATION 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GUSTAVUS CITY COUNCIL AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of general and permanent nature and shall 

become a part of the City of Gustavus Municipal Code. 
 
Section 2. Severability. If any provisions of this ordinance or any application thereof to any 

person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and its 
application to other persons, or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
Section 3. Enactment. Now therefore, it is enacted by the Gustavus City Council that Title 

2, Chapter 2.40.140 be amended as follows:   
 
Bold and Underlined items are additions. Strikeout items are deletions. 
 
TITLE 2 - ADMINISTRATION 
 
Chapter 2.40 – CITY COUNCIL PROCEDURES 
 
Section 2.40.140– Telephonic Virtual participation 
 
(a) Any member of the city council may participate via telephone virtually in a city council 
meeting, if the member declares that circumstances prevent physical attendance at the 
meeting. 

(b) No more than the first two (2) members to contact the clerk regarding telephonic virtual 
participation in a particular meeting may participate via telephone virtually at any one (1) 
meeting unless otherwise declared by the Mayor. No member may participate 
telephonically virtually at more than three (3) general meetings in any twelve-month period, 
October to October, or at more than two consecutive general meetings, unless an 
exception is approved by the mayor. There shall be no limit to the number of special or 
emergency meetings that a member may participate in telephonically virtually. A member 
may participate telephonically only from locations within the United States, unless the 
member agrees to pay the costs of international telephone service. 

(c) The member shall notify the clerk and presiding officer, if reasonably practicable, at least 
four (4) hours in advance of a meeting which the member proposes to attend by telephone 
virtually and shall provide the physical address of the location, the telephone number, and 
any available facsimile, email, or other document transmission service. 

(d) At the meeting, the clerk shall establish the telephone connection when the call to order 
is imminent. 

(e) A member participating by telephone virtually shall be counted as present for purposes 
of quorum, discussion, and voting. 
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(f) The member participating by telephone virtually shall make every effort to participate in 
the entire meeting. From time to time during the meeting the chair shall confirm the 
connection. 

(g) The member participating by telephone virtually may ask to be recognized by the mayor 
to the same extent as any other member. 

(h) To the extent reasonably practicable, the clerk shall provide backup materials to 
members participating by telephone virtually. 

(i) If the telephone connection cannot be made or is made then lost, the meeting shall 
commence or continue as scheduled and the clerk shall attempt to establish or restore the 
connection, provided that if the member participating by telephone virtually is necessary to 
achieve a quorum, the meeting shall be at ease, recess, or adjourn as necessary until the 
telephone connection is established or restored. 

(j) Meeting times shall be expressed in Alaska time regardless of the time at the location of 
any member participating by telephone virtually. 

(k) Remarks by members participating by telephone virtually shall be transmitted so as to 
be audible by all members and the public in attendance at the meeting, provided that in 
executive session the remarks shall be audible only to those included in the executive 
session. To assure confidentiality, participants attending virtually will be excluded 
from executive sessions. 

(l) As used in this ordinance, "telephone" virtual means participation by telephone or any 
system for synchronous two-way voice communication digital video-conferencing 
platform. 

Section 4.    Effective Date. This ordinance becomes effective upon its adoption by the 
Gustavus City Council. 
 
Date Introduced:  January 13th, 2025 
Date of Public Hearing: February 10th, 2025 
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Gustavus City Council this XXth day of _______, 2025 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sally A. McLaughlin, Mayor   
 
____________________________________ 
Attest: Liesl M. Barker, City Clerk 
 
 
 

 

 


