
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 

Building Department 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  April 20, 2022 

TO:   Planning Commission 

FROM:  Gene Tutag, Building Official 

SUBJECT:  Public Hearing, Ord, Change, Sec. 50-373, Design Standards (Colonial Theme) 

The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at tonight’s meeting (4-26-22) to consider 

the amendments of section 50-373 of the City Code relating to Colonial Design Standards.  

After many discussions with the Planning Commission and Mayor Bryant, a final draft of the 

proposed ordinance changes to section 50-373 was prepared. The official list of Restricted 

Building Materials and the proposed ordinance changes to section 50-373 were presented before 

The Committee of the Whole at the February 28, 2022 meeting, then presented before the Mayor 

and City Council at the March 21, 2022 meeting, where the motion was passed for the Planning 

Commission to hold a public hearing.  

We are requesting the Planning Commission adopt the proposed changes to Section 50-373 of the 

City Code as presented.  
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March 2022 

 

GROSSE POINTE WOODS RESTRICTED BUILDING MATERIALS 

The following regulations apply to any new building or addition or façade change located within the C, C-2 

and R0-1 zoning districts. 

a. Metal Building Walls. The use of structural corrugated metal wall, or a metal panel-and-batten wall system 

such as a metal-sided, prefabricated building or a pre-engineered metal building, shall be prohibited. An 

architectural metal panel façade system with integral trim and integral trim connections to adjacent 

materials is permitted provided that the architectural metal panel system is not used closer than 1.5 feet 

from the ground. 

b. Concrete Masonry Units. Utility-grade concrete masonry units, such as standard concrete block and split-

face block, are permitted along a building’s street-facing frontage provided that their use is limited to the 

base of the façade to a height not exceeding 1.5 feet. These materials are permitted on a building’s rear, 

alley and interior lot line facades. 

c. Simulated Stucco Products. (EFIS) Simulated stucco products are prohibited on the ground-level area of 

a building, and may only be used on the upper one-third of a street façade. These materials are permitted 

on floors above the ground level on a building’s rear, alley and interior lot line facades. For purposes of 

this paragraph, the ground-level area of a one-story building is the lowest 12 feet of the building. 

d. Prohibited Stone Cladding. Masonry stone cladding using irregularly-shaped stones, often known as 

rubble masonry and which is typically laid in an un-coursed manner, is prohibited. This prohibited stone 

cladding may be composed of river rock of smooth oval-shaped stones or of rough, thinly-layered courses 

commonly known as ledgestone. Prohibited materials may be natural stone, manufactured or 

cultured stone, or veneer siding material. 

e. Fiber-Cement Siding. Fiber-cement siding, including composite material made of cement reinforced with 

cellulose fibers, or any material that is the equivalent of fiber-cement siding, is prohibited within 1.5 feet 

of grade on a street façade that is adjacent to a street lot line or sidewalk 

f. Vinyl including vinyl clad windows. 

g. Aluminum siding.  

h. T-111 panels or any type of plywood panel or horizontal siding. 

i. Asphalt shingles. 
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION AND REPORT 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL TO AMEND CHAPTER 50 ZONING, SEC. 50-340 SPECIAL 
LAND USES AND SEC. 50-373 DESIGN STANDARDS REGARDING COLONIAL THEMES 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed amendment to amend 
Chapter 50 Zoning, Sec. 50-340 Special Land Uses and Sec. 50-373 Design Standards regarding 
Colonial Themes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendment encourages colonial design themes, but eliminates it as a 

mandatory design requirement, provided proposed design elements are of quality materials and 
construction; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing occurred on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

at a regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting on April 26, 2022. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED based on discussions occurring at various 

meetings prior to the public hearing and discussions at the public hearing, the Planning Commission 
hereby recommends to the City Council that the Council adopt the proposed amendment as presented 
to amend Chapter 50 Zoning, Sec. 50-340 Special Land Uses and Sec. 50-373 Design Standards 
regarding Colonial Themes that encourages colonial design themes, but eliminates it as a mandatory 
design requirement, provided proposed design elements are of quality materials and construction.  
 

This Resolution and Report shall be forwarded to the City Council for further action. 
 
AYES: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAYS: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  

 
___________________________________ 
                                                  City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I, __________________________________, Clerk of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of the Resolution adopted by the 
Planning Commission on April 26, 2022, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of 
said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act being Act 267, 
Public Acts of Michigan,1976, as amended, and that the minutes of said meeting have been kept and 
will be, or have been, made available as required by said Act. 

 
___________________________________ 
                                                    City Clerk 
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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION AND REPORT 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL TO AMEND CHAPTER 50 ZONING, SEC. 50-340 SPECIAL 
LAND USES AND SEC. 50-373 DESIGN STANDARDS REGARDING COLONIAL THEMES 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed amendment to amend 
Chapter 50 Zoning, Sec. 50-340 Special Land Uses and Sec. 50-373 Design Standards regarding 
Colonial Themes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed amendment encourages colonial design themes, but eliminates it as a 

mandatory design requirement, provided proposed design elements are of quality materials and 
construction; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing occurred on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

at a regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting on April 26, 2022. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED based on discussions occurring at various 

meetings prior to the public hearing and discussions at the public hearing, the Planning Commission 
hereby recommends to the City Council that the Council not adopt the proposed amendment as 
presented to amend Chapter 50 Zoning, Sec. 50-340 Special Land Uses and Sec. 50-373 Design 
Standards regarding Colonial Themes that encourages colonial design themes, but eliminates it as a 
mandatory design requirement, provided proposed design elements are of quality materials and 
construction, and instead retain the current standards.  
 

This Resolution and Report shall be forwarded to the City Council for further action. 
 
AYES: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAYS: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  

 
___________________________________ 
                                                  City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I, __________________________________, Clerk of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of the Resolution adopted by the 
Planning Commission on April 26, 2022, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of 
said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act being Act 267, 
Public Acts of Michigan,1976, as amended, and that the minutes of said meeting have been kept and 
will be, or have been, made available as required by said Act. 

 
___________________________________ 
                                                    City Clerk 
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