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PLANNING COMMISSION EXCERPT
01-28-25

The first item, under New Business, was to review the 2024 Annual Planning report
and consider recommending it to Council.

Planner Jankowski provided an overview of the results of 2024: the Planning Commission
reviewed 11 site plans, one special land use review, 11 signs were reviewed and approved,
11 public hearings, Master Plan rewrite and adoption, one rezoning, one variance, one
liquor license, 8 ordinance amendments (Home Occupations and Home-Based
Businesses, Mixed Occupancy along Mack Avenue, Year-Round Outdoor Cafes/Dining in
the Public Right of Way, Rooftop Open/Semi-Open Dining, Portable Storage Units,
Permanent Makeup Services as Accessory Use, Exterior Lighting, and Site Grading for
Residential and Commercial Development Projects).

Commissioner Gilezan thanked the city, McKenna, and everyone involved, for the excellent
report and all the efforts given for such a robust year.

Planner Jankowski talked through the 2025 Work Plan and priorities: Implement the Master
Plan; Provide additional crosswalks, with emphasis on access to Parcells Middle School
and the Library, along the Mack Avenue corridor, as needed; Consider enhancements of
neighborhood gateways throughout the City; Improve street lighting and implement traffic
calming measures along Mack Avenue to enhance safety for pedestrians and nighttime
users; Consider establishing programs to provide assistance and support to residents for
pocket parks and other neighborhood spaces; Conduct a comprehensive review and
update to the Zoning Ordinance; Evaluate and consider amendments to the Zoning
Ordinance for Short Term Rentals; Evaluate and consider amendments to the zoning map
based on the final Future Land Use Map in the Master Plan; and conduct a joint roundtable
between City Council and the Planning Commission to discuss ongoing planning priorities
and issues to ensure priorities between the entities align.

The Commission stated that crosswalks in general need to be reviewed, not just
Mack/Vernier.

MOTION by Vitale, seconded by Gilezan, to forward the 2024 Annual Planning report and
2025 Work Plan to City Council.

Motion carried by the following vote:

YES: Fenton, Fuller, Gilezan, Hamborsky, Mackinnon, Marx, McNelis, O’Keefe,
Vitale
NO: None

ABSENT; None
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The next item, under Old Business, was a discussion on Master Plan priorities and
Goal Setting 2025 — Part 2.

Planner Jankowski reviewed the McKenna memo dated January 23, 2025: 2025 Master
Plan priorities and 2025 goals that were discussed earlier today.

Commissioner Marx raised the previous discussions on the upcoming (2028) construction
on Cook Road and the desire of the Commission that the plans include improvement of
the flow of traffic between Mack and Morningside, improve the safety of residents who
walk children to school, and possibly bury the power lines to gain additional road space.
The Commission would like to ensure that these priorities are known to the entities
involved in the construction project, and that any deadlines to get them considered are

not missed.

Planner Jankowski will ask Administration about the Cook Road plans in order to share
them with the Commission, will get information on the general cost of crosswalks, and will
bring the 2020 crosswalk plans to an upcoming Commission meeting.

Planner Jankowski will also request the Commissions 2025 budget from City
Administration.

The Commission would like to have a joint session with the City Council to discuss the
2025 priorities, the Cook Road construction, and the crosswalks. The Commission wants
to ensure that City Council agrees with the priorities, or has any additional priorities for
the Commission, and that Council is aware of .

MOTION by Hamborsky, seconded by Vitale, to recommend the Master Plan and 2025

Goal documents to Council, and request a joint session to further discuss priorities, as
well as align Cook Road concerns, crosswalk concerns, and budgetary matters.

Motion carried by the following vote:

YES: Fenton, Fuller, Gilezan, Hamborsky, Mackinnon, Marx, McNelis, O'Keefe,
Vitale
NO: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION by Hamborsky, seconded by Vitale, to immediately certify the minutes related to
the Master Plan and 2025 Goals, in order to get these topics and requests to Council as

soon as possible.

Motion carried by the following vote:

YES: Fenton, Fuller, Gilezan, Hamborsky, Mackinnon, Marx, McNelis, O’Keefe,
Vitale
NO: None

ABSENT: None
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