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Sec. 50-373. Design standards. 

(a) General. 

(1) New construction, renovations, remodeling or exterior building alterations within all C commercial, C-2 
high intensity city center, and RO-1 restricted office zoning districts shall be designed in conformance 
with approved design standards found in this section and on file with the building department. The 
purpose of these design standards is to promote a coordinated and complimentary use of design 
elements that result in a theme oriented, harmonious appearance and image for the commercial and 
high intensity residential areas of the city.  

(2) To be in compliance with these standards, all designs as governed by this section shall contain a 
dominant use of assorted architectural design elements generally described as "Colonial," 
"Williamsburg Colonial," "Georgian Colonial," "Early American," "Classic" or "Traditional." Specific 
definitions and examples of these elements are included within this section, and in the "design 
standards" guidelines on file with the building department. The guidelines may be modified by 
planning commission resolution.  

(b) Design components. 

(1) The words "Colonial," "Williamsburg Colonial," "Georgian Colonial," "Early American," "Classic" or 
"Traditional" shall collectively refer to use of a pallet of materials, trim, shapes, forms, colors and 
details most commonly associated with the dominant architectural styles utilized during the early 
development of the east coast American towns and cities. Some examples of where these designs are 
commonly found and featured include Williamsburg, Virginia, Cape Cod, New England and 
Philadelphia.  

(2) To more specifically define the assorted components that can be utilized to achieve this design style, 
the design standards guidelines include graphic examples of design elements, all of which are 
considered by definition of this section to be acceptable when collectively used within a total design. 
These elements shall be utilized in appropriate proportions and quantity to form an overall total design 
consistent with the requirements of this section.  

(3) Colors utilized in all design components shall be consistent with the approved color chart on file with 
the building department and shall be utilized to produce a balanced, coordinated and complimentary 
total design solution.  

(Code 1975, § 5-8-5; Code 1997, § 98-205) 

Sec. 50-374. Change of appearance of building exterior in C, RO-1 or C-2 district. 

(a) Approval required. All plans for new construction, renovations, remodeling or exterior building alterations 
within all C commercial district, the RO-1 restricted office district, and the C-2 high intensity city center 
district shall be submitted to the building inspector for approval prior to the issuance of any building, sign, or 
awning permit and any new certificate of occupancy as may be required. All plans will be submitted to the 
planning commission for review consistent with the design standards ordinance, unless otherwise exempt 
under subsection (b) of this section.  

(b) Repair or maintenance. The following repairs or maintenance to the exterior appearance of any building or 
structure are examples of changes not requiring planning commission review if complaint with other 
provisions of this Code including the design standards ordinance and approved colors:  

(1) Replacement of windows or doors.  
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(2) Painting or repainting of building exterior.  

(3) Repaving or repairs of driveways, sidewalks or parking lots.  

(4) Repair or replacement of damaged or worn building elements.  

(5) Signs in compliance with chapter 32.  

(6) Awnings or canopies in compliance with chapter 32.  

(7) Replacement or addition of gutters or downspouts.  

(8) Emergency repairs or replacement requiring immediate attention.  

(9) Exterior building lighting fixtures.  

(10) Reshingling or replacement of mansard roof covering or other roof covering.  

(Code 1975, § 5-8-6; Code 1997, § 98-206) 

 


