PROPOSED

ARTICLE VI. LANDSCAPING

Sec. 113-242. Purpose and intent.

(a) Landscape, landscaped areas, buffers, and tree protection shall be provided and/or accomplished for all
premises in the manner set forth in this article. Required landscaped areas shall be located at or above grade
unless otherwise prescribed in these land development regulations. The minimum provision of required
landscape, landscaped areas, buffers, and trees may be exceeded. Unless otherwise prescribed, the most
stringent provision of this schedule shall prevail.

(b) Landscape, buffer, and tree protection requirements serve many purposes in the built-up environment.
Landscape provides visual and climatic relief from buildings, structures, and broad expanses of pavement;
landscape buffers pedestrian and vehicular traffic; and trees provide shade, scenic beauty, and natural
habitat.

(c) Ingeneral, landscaping and buffers shall be designed to:
(1) Enhance the urban development by blending natural and manmade environments.
(2)  Provide shade for paved surfaces.
(3) Separate vehicular and non-vehicular use areas.
(4) Define vehicular access ways and access points.
(5)  Screen vehicular movement, noise, and glare.
(6) Provide visual and physical separation of potentially incompatible land uses.

(7) Incorporate water conservation features such as drought tolerant landscaping and reclaimed water
usage as required herein.

(8) Provide a protective buffer to mitigate the impact of climate change and enhance urban biodiversity.

(d) Asrecommended by Florida Title XXVIII, Chapter 373, plant selection for development projects withing the
city of Green Cove Springs shall be in compliance with Florida Friendly Landscaping as provided for Zip Code
32043 on the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), University of Florida web site;
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/apps/plants/

(Code 2001, § 98-231; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-2017 , exh. A(98-231), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-243. Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Berm means manmade earth contoured se-as to form a mound above the general elevation of the adjacent
ground or surface and designed to provide visual interest, screen undesirable view and/or decrease noise.

Buffer means a combination of physical space and vertical elements such as plants, berms, fences, or walls,
whose purpose is to separate and screen incompatible land uses from one another.

Caliper means the diameter of a tree measured at breast height (DBH) which is approximately 4% feet above
the ground.
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PROPOSED

Canopy or shade tree means any tree grown specifically for its shade. The term "canopy or shade tree"
usually applies to large trees with spreading canopies. Canopy trees normally grow to a minimum overall height of
30 feet and an average mature crown spread of 25 feet. Oaks, maples, ashes, lindens, and elms are examples

canopy/shade trees. Canopy trees shall be a minimum of 2.5 inches caliper DBH. Canoepy-Treespaced-50-Feetapart
Listed in IFAS as “Trees — Large” (ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants).

Clear trunk means the distance between the top of the root ball and the point of the trunk where lateral
branching begins.

Commercial means all uses in RPO, CBD, GCN, GCC, C-1, and C-2 zoning districts and commercial
development in a PUD zoning district.

Common area means that area which will be maintained by a homeowner’s association, city service area, or
other form of cooperative organization.

Dangerous Tree means any tree of any species which poses an immediate threat to persons or property due
to disease, age, or mechanical injury. This can include damage from storms or other environmental factors.

Decorative turf means turf used purely for ornamental purposes having no use other than aesthetics.

Drip line means the vertical line running through the outermost portion of the tree crown projected vertically
to the ground.

Florida Friendly Landscaping means quality landscapes that conserve water, protect the environment, are
adaptable to local conditions, and are drought tolerant. The principles of such landscaping are the right plant in the
right place, efficient watering, appropriate fertilization, mulching, attracting wildlife, responsible management of
yard pests, recycling yard waste, reduction of storm runoff, and waterfront protection. Additional components
include practices such as landscape planning and design, soil analysis, the appropriate use of solid waste compost,
minimizing the use of irrigation, and proper maintenance.

Fully shielded lighting means lighting constructed in such a manner that all light emitted by the fixture, either
directly from the lamp or a diffusing element, or indirectly by reflection or refraction from any part of the
luminaire, is projected below the horizontal. Such fixtures usually have a flat, horizontally oriented lens and
opaque (usually metal) sides. They are often described as shoebox luminaries if the luminaire has a predominantly
rectangular form. Fixtures that either have reflecting surfaces or lenses (clear or prismatic) located below the lamp
and visible from the side or above and fixtures that can be mounted such that the shielding is ineffective are not
considered fully shielded lighting.

Grasses listed in IFAS, ((ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants) as “Turfgrasses.”

Groundcover means a low-growing plant, including turf grass, that, by the nature of its growth
characteristics, completely covers the ground and does not usually exceed two feet in height. Groundcovers are
listed in IFAS as “Groundcovers.”

Hat racking or topping means pruning a tree in such a way that the majority of limbs are removed and the
tree is left with only a trunk and the stumps of a few primary limbs, with little or no foliage or other trimming or
pruning that has the effect of preventing a tree from attaining its natural height and/or shape.

Hedge means a row of evenly spaced shrubs planted to form a continuous unbroken visual screen.

Immediate danger of collapse means that the tree may already be leaning, with the; surrounding soil
heaving, and/or there is a significant likelihood that the tree will topple or otherwise fail and cause damage before
a tree removal permit could be obtained through the non-. emergency process. "Immediate danger of collapse"
does not include hazardous conditions that can be alleviated by pruning or treatment.

Industrial means all uses in M-1 and M-2 zoning districts and all industrial uses in a PUD zoning district.
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Invasive Species means plants, animals, and other living organisms (e.g., microbes), non-native (or alien) to
the ecosystem under consideration and, whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or
environmental harm or harm to human health.

Landscape means vegetative and inert materials, including, but not limited to, grass, sod, shrubs, vines,
hedges, trees, flowers, berms, and complementary structural landscape architectural features such as rocks,
fountains, sculpture, decorative walls and tree wells or other hardscape features.

Landscaped area means land area to be provided with landscape.

Landscaped strip or landscaped island means required landscaped areas containing ground cover, shrubs,
trees and/or other landscape used to divide parking areas into individual bays.

Large Ornamental listed in IFAS ((ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants) as “Palms and Palm Like Plants.”

Mitigation means the action used by an individual, company or agency to identify and minimize the risks
from a proposed action that will reduce its impacts on people, property, and the environment and will restore and
retain the biodiversity of the site.

Moisture sensors which means a device which has the ability to shut off an automatic irrigation controller
after receiving a determined amount of rainfall.

Mulch means nonliving organic materials such as wood chips that is customarily placed around the base of
trees, shrubs, and groundcovers for the purpose of retaining moisture and retarding weed infestation and soil
erosion. Also, mulch is used in pathways and play areas.

Native or naturalizing plant species means plant species native to the region or introduced which once
established are capable of sustaining growth and reproduction under local climatic conditions, without
supplemental watering and enhance habitat for native wildlife.

Nonresidential means, pursuant to land use category headings reflected in Schedule B, Permitted Uses, in
these land development regulations, all commercial, transient lodging and entertainment, automotive,
miscellaneous business and services, industrial and public/semi-public uses.

Ornamental Landscape Trees, listed in IFAS (ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants) as “Trees — Medium.”

Parking area means a paved ground surface area used for the temporary parking and maneuvering of
vehicles by employees or customers, either for compensation or to provide an accessory service to a commercial,
industrial, institutional or residential use.

Paved ground surface area. See section 101-5.

Poodle cut means stripping off the lower branches of a tree and rounding or shearing the ends of the
greenery to create an unnatural shape.

Protected Area means an existing natural area that has been determined by the City of Green Cove Springs,
to be of significant aesthetic, environmental, or monetary value or which affords collective protection for the city,
and has been designated as protected by the City Council.

Protected Specimen tree means a particularly fine or unusual example of any tree due to its age, size, rarity,
environmental or historical value or exceptional aesthetic quality. A tree may also be designated a specimen due
to its association with historic events or persons. A specimen tree cannot be of a non-native species thatis

unacceptableasreferenced-inlistof exemptireesin-thisCede. is approved or denied. Designation will be

annotated on the title to the property. Reversal of this determination will require action by the City Council.
Required landscaped area means any landscaped area required in this Code.

Residential means all uses in R-1, R-2, R-3, and PUD zoning districts; one-family, two-family and multiple-
family dwellings.
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Shrub

means a self-supporting woody species of plant characterized by persistent stems and branches

springing from the base. Shrubs and requirements for Visual Screens listed in IFAS (ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants as
“Shrubs-Large” spaced on center per guidance under “Appearance.”

Specimen Tree (REMOVED)

Tree means a self-supporting woody plant of a species that normally grows to a minimum overall height of

15 feet and

has an average mature crown spread greater than 15 feet within the city.

Turf means upper layer of soil bound by grass and plant roots into a thick mat.

Understory, sub-canopy trees means trees which normally grow to a maximum overall height of 15 feet and

an average
Small”

mature crown spread of 15 feet. Understory Trees. listed in IFAS ((ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants as “Trees —

Vehicular circulation area means streets, rights-of-way, access ways, parking spaces, parking, loading, and
unloading, and other similar or related functions.

Viable tree is a tree that is in compliance with Florida Friendly Landscaping as provided for Zip Code 32043 on
the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida web site, which is capable of growing and

developing

in its natural form upon completion of development of a site. Trees that are dead, dying, or have their

root systems or crowns severely altered during construction or are dangerous because of their growth habits are

not a viable

tree.

(Code 2001, § 98-232; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-2017 , exh. A(98-232), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-244. Required landscaping.

(a) Lands
(1)

(2)
(b) Lands

cape requirements for one-family dwellings and two-family dwellings shall be as follows:

At least one canopy tree, 2.5 inches DBH, shall be located in the required front yard of each dwelling
unit.

The lot shall be sodded, seeded, or appropriate ground cover for erosion control.

cape requirements for nonresidential uses, including multifamily structures with three or more

dwelling units, shall be as follows:

(1)

(2)

(c) Lands
(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(d) Lands

Perimeter landscaping. At a minimum, each site developed for multifamily, institutional, commercial,
or industrial uses will contain one shade or canopy tree for each 50 linear feet of the perimeter of the
site.

Interior landscaping. There will be one tree per every 1,500 square feet of the first 10,500 square feet
of the project site, then one tree for every 4,000 square feet of the remainder of the project site. The
trees shall be an equal proportion of shade (canopy) and understory trees. At a minimum, 15 percent
of the site shall be landscaped.

cape adjacent to streets and parcels.
A landscaped strip shall be provided along all parcel lines and abutting street right-of-way lines.

The depth of the required landscaped strip shall be measured and provided parallel to the parcel line
or abutting street right-of-way in question.

Landscaped strips shall be considered te-be required landscaped area.
A landscaped strip may be included in satisfying buffer requirements.

caped strips shall be provided in the following manner:

(Supp. No. 3)
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(1)
(2)

(3)

Ten-foot landscaped strip along all rights-of-way.

Alternative design for properties fronting on all roads classified as arterials, including, but not limited
to, U.S. 17 (Orange Avenue), S.R. 16 East (Leonard C. Taylor Parkway) and S.R. 16 West (Ferris Street
and Idlewild Avenue), shall comply with the following standards: The developer/property owner shall
be responsible for providing a landscape buffer in the area abutting the designated roadway right-of-
way lines by meeting one of the following conditions:

a.

The roadway shall be separated from the back of curb by a six-foot landscaped strip, a six-foot
pedestrian walkway, then a six-foot landscaped strip.

Building setback shall be calculated from the back of curb or ten-foot landscaped strip along all
rights-of-way.

Alternative designs. Where natural features or spacing of existing driveways and roadways cause
the access requirements of this section affecting placement or planting of landscaped buffers or
trees to be physically infeasible, alternate designs may be approved as part of the issuance of the
final development order.

The landscape buffer area shall be planted in the following manner:

a.

(e)

Canopy trees.

1.  Onerow of canopy trees, 2.5 inches DBH at planting. For 50 percent of the canopy trees,
two sub-canopy/understory trees may be substituted for each canopy tree.

2. The trees shall be planted every 50 feet and staggered so as to be midway between each
other, and equal distance between each row and right-of-way and/or parcel line. Trees
shall be evenly spaced. The tree spacing may be altered with approval of the development
services, provided the total number of trees is provided.

Sub-canopy/understory trees. A minimum of four sub-canopy/understory trees per 100 feet of
frontage shall be planted in and about each access point and intersection.

Hedges. When off-street parking, loading, unloading and vehicular circulation areas are to be
located adjacent to the street right-of-way, a dense hedge of evergreen-type shrubs shall be
provided in the following manner:

1.  Atinitial planting and installation, shrubs shall be at least 24 inches in height and shall be
planted at least 36 inches or less on center.

2.  The hedge shall be planted four feet or more from the tree trunks.

3. Within two years of initial planting and installation, shrubs shall have attained and be
maintained at a minimum height of three feet and shall provide an opaque vegetative
screen between the street and the use of the premises.

4, In lieu of a vegetative hedge, the use of vegetated berms or other appropriate landscape
materials in a manner that results in the visual separation of street right-of-way can be
approved by the development services director.

Shrubs.

1. Buffer areas, not adjacent to a street right-of-way, shall include nine shrubs for every 100
linear feet of the parcel line

2. Shrubs shall be at least 24 inches in height at the time of planting.

Groundcover. The buffer area shall be planted with groundcover minimum of 18 inches on center
or solid grass sod, unless natural area to remain.

(Supp. No. 3)
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(f)

Landscape buffer between incompatible uses.

(1) General Requirements. Wherever a higher intensity property adjoins or abuts a lower
intensity zoning district, a landscaped buffer area will be required along the total length of that
adjoining or abutting property boundary to provide an attractive land use transition and
reduce sight, glare, light and noise intrusion excluding properties located in the CRA
(Community Redevelopment Area). This landscaped buffer area as set out in this section will
be reviewed and approved during the site plan process.

(2) Where a business or industrial use is separated by a two-lane street from a residential
district, then any plot in such nonresidential district adjacent to the separating street shall be
provided with a yard at least 20 feet in depth along such separating street.

(3) A heavy industrial use abutting a residential district shall have a 40-foot-deep

landscaped buffer area or a 25-foot-deep landscaped buffer area combined with a 6-foot high
brick, stone or concrete block wall. Alternatives to the wall requirement such as wood or vinyl
fencing can be approved by the Site Development Committee.

(4) A light or medium industrial or general commercial use abutting a less intensive district
shall have a 25-foot-deep landscaped buffer area or a ten-foot-deep landscaped buffer area
combined with a brick, stone or concrete block wall. Alternatives to the wall requirement such
as wood or vinyl fencing can be approved by the Site Development Committee.

(5) A neighborhood business, institutional or office use or district abutting a less intensive use
or district shall have a ten-foot-deep landscaped buffer area or a four-foot-deep

landscaped buffer area combined with a stone, brick or concrete block wall. Alternatives to
the wall requirement such as wood or vinyl fencing can be approved by the Site Development
Committee.

(6) Multifamily and mobile home use abutting a less intensive use or district shall have a ten-
foot-deep landscaped buffer area or a four-foot-deep landscaped area combined with a brick,
stone or concrete block wall. Alternatives to the wall requirement such as wood or vinyl
fencing can be approved by the Site Development Committee.

(7) A six-foot-high landscaped berm can be substituted for the wall requirement. The berm
must be constructed as a 3:1 slope or less. The berms shall be landscaped with a combination
of ground cover, sod, shrubs and Medium trees (as defined in this section), as provided for in
this section. Large Trees can be substituted for ornamental trees, provided that the shade
trees can meet the specifications set forth in Sec. 113-244(d)(3)(a).

(8) Landscape Specifications.

a. Acceptable plant material; irrigation; landscape plan. When a
landscaped buffer area is required under this section, continuous hedging
and small trees will be required. Hedge material shall reach a height of three
feet in two years and six feet in four years, and should be accepted as cold
hardy in this planting zone. All open areas in the buffer area shall be sodded.
All landscaped areas shall have a properly installed irrigation system to give
100 percent coverage of the landscaped area, or use proper planting,
maintenance and water conservation measures such as native or drought-
tolerant vegetation to ensure the healthy survival of all sod, ground cover,

(Supp. No. 3)

Created: 2022-06-28 11:03:45 [EST]

Page 6 of 22



shrubs and trees. A landscape plan shall be submitted with every site plan
showing the irrigation system or the alternate use of native or drought-
tolerant vegetation.

b. Spacing, size and quality of hedge material. Shrub material to be planted shall
be a maximum of three feet on center. Plants shall be 18 inches to 24 inches
minimum height at the time they are installed, in three-gallon containers.

c. Spacing size of small trees. Trees shall meet the definition of Ornamental
Landscape trees as set forth in Section 113-243. There shall be an average of
one tree for every 25 linear feet of buffer area. Trees shall be a minimum of
six feet to eight feet in height when installed.

d. All vegetation shall be Florida Grade No. 1 or better.

Sec. 113-245. Exemptions and exceptions to landscape requirements.

Interior landscaping for parking garages or other vehicle use areas contained entirely with a roofed and
walled structure. Landscaping shall be provided around the perimeter of the structures.

(Code 2001, § 98-234; Ord. No. 0-01-2000, § 6.06.01, 6-6-2000; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-
2017, exh. A(98-234), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-246. Parking area landscaping.

The requirements of this section apply to all development, unless exempted:
(1) Internal landscape area.

a. Minimum required land area for required landscaped areas not in a parking area. Each required
landscaped area shall contain a minimum land area of 200 square feet.

b.  The minimum required internal landscaped area for parking areas shall cover ten percent of the
parking area.

C. Required landscaped area for rows of parking spaces.
1. A landscaped area shall be provided at each end of all rows of parking.

2. In addition, at least one landscaped area shall be provided between every ten parking
spaces.

3.  Eachrequired landscaped area shall be five feet wide inside the curb or paving line running
the entire length of the parking space.

4.  Atleast one canopy tree shall be provided at each island.
5. A five-foot turning radius shall be accommodated at the end of parking rows.

d. Parking space reduction to protect existing trees. The development services director shall have
the authority to reduce the required number of off-street parking spaces when such reduction
would result in the preservation of existing trees.

1.  Trees to be preserved must be a minimum of 12 inches in diameter measured at breast
height above the ground.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

2.  Thereduction in the number of required parking spaces shall result in a reduction in an
amount of required parking of less than five percent of the total number of required off-
street parking spaces.

Required trees.
a.  Atleast one canopy tree shall be provided in each required landscaped area.

b. One canopy tree or two sub canopy trees shall be provided for each required landscaped area for
the rows of parking. A minimum of 50 percent of the trees used shall be canopy trees.

Location of landscaped areas for interior landscaping.

a.  Alandscaped area or buffer shall be provided between all parking areas and principal structures
or any sidewalks and street or rights-of-way.

b.  This landscape area or buffer must contain at least one canopy tree per 50 feet linear perimeter
of the parcel.

c. Every effort will be made to retain native vegetation and trees.
d. Minimum width of the landscape area:

1. Ten feet when abutting a public right-of-way.

2. Five feet when abutting alleys or the rear or side property lines.
e. Each landscaped area shall have five shrubs per each tree required.
f. All landscaped areas shall be covered in groundcover or turf.
Maintenance of planted areas.

a. Irrigation shall be provided for all new planting. Hose bibs maybe installed as an alternative, one
hose bib within 75 feet of all landscaped areas.

b. Maintenance shall be the responsibility of the developer and/or landowner.

C. Failure to maintain landscaped areas shall be considered a violation of this subpart and subject to
code enforcement.

REMOVED Buffer zones for incompatible land uses

(5)

(6)

Street trees for subdivisions.

a.  The developer shall plant, within ten feet of the right-of-way of each street within a residential
development meeting the subdivision requirements of this Code, one canopy tree for every 50
linear feet of right-of-way.

b. Except where property on one side of the right-of-way is not owned by the developer, the trees
shall be planted alternately on either side of the street.

c. Existing trees and native tree species that need less water and maintenance are preferred
required.

d.  Coordination with the city utility departments is required prior to planting the street trees.
e. Street trees planted shall have a minimum overall height of 2.5-inch DBH at time of planting.

Certain functional uses not permitted. No accessory structures, garbage or trash collection points or
receptacles, parking, or any other functional use shall be permitted in the minimum required landscape
area and/or buffer zone. Combining of compatible functions such as landscaping and drainage facilities
are permitted.
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(7)

(8)

Concealing and location of dumpsters.

a. Dumpsters must be concealed in opaque concrete, brick, or chain-link fence with screening slats
of enough height consistent with the size of the container to shield the container from view from
all sides.

b. The front of screen must be accessible for service of the container.
c. The dumpster must be located on a paved surface of asphalt or concrete.

Clear line of sight. An unobstructed cross visibility shall be required with in a triangle area formed by
the intersection of two rights-of-way or access ways, as referenced in section 113-76.

(Code 2001, § 98-235; Ord. No. 0-01-2000, § 6.06.03, 6-6-2000; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-
2017, exh. A (98-235), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-247. Landscape design and materials.

(a)  Design principles. All landscaped areas required shall conform to the following general design principles:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)
(9)

Florida Friendly Landscaping principles shall be incorporated into all projects.

Landscaping should integrate the proposed development into existing site features through
consideration of existing topography, hydrology, soils, and vegetation.

The functional elements of the development plan, particularly the drainage systems and internal
circulation systems for vehicles and pedestrians, should be integrated into the landscaping plan.

Landscaping should be used to minimize potential erosion through the use of ground covers or any
other type of landscape material that aids in soil stabilization.

Existing native vegetation should be preserved and used to meet landscaping requirements.

Landscaping should enhance the visual environment through the use of materials that achieve variety
with respect to seasonal changes, species of living material selected, textures, colors and size at
maturity.

Landscaping design should consider the aesthetic and functional aspects of vegetation, both when
initially installed and when the vegetation has reached maturity. Newly installed plants should be
placed at intervals appropriate to the size of the plant at maturity, and the design should use short-
term and long-term elements to satisfy the general design principles of this section over time.

Landscaping should enhance public safety and minimize nuisances.

All landscaping and plant material shall be planted in a manner which shall not be intrusive or interfere,
at or before maturity, with pavement surfaces, power, cable television, or telephone lines, sewer, or
water pipes, or any other existing or proposed overhead or underground utility services.

(10) Landscaping should maximize the shading of streets and vehicle use areas.
(11) Architectural planters.
a. Planters can be are used to meet landscaping requirements.
b. Planters shall be a minimum of ten square feet and shall have minimum depth of 15 inches.
C. Planters shall be maintained and replanted if necessary.
d. Planters cannot be located within the city right-of-way without prior consent from the
development services director.
Created: 2022-06-28 11:03:45 [EST]
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(b) Installation of required landscape and trees.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

General. All required trees and landscaping shall be installed according to generally accepted
commercial planting procedures. Soil, free of lime rock, rocks, and other construction debris, shall be
provided. All landscaped areas shall be protected from pedestrian and vehicular encroachment by
raised planting surfaces, depressed walks, curbs, edges, wheel stops and the like.

Florida No. 1 quality

a.  Allrequired plant materials, including, but not limited to, trees and shrubs, shall equal or exceed
the standards for Florida No. 1 as established and revised by the state department of agriculture
and consumer services in the current Florida Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants.

b.  Grass sod shall be healthy and reasonably free of weeds, pests and disease.
Proper planting and anchoring.

a.  All plant material shall be mulched to a depth of two inches over the root zone. Do not apply
mulch against the trunk.

b.  Trees shall be installed with anchoring for a period of at least one year, in order to provide
sufficient time for their roots to become established.

1. Trees with trunks under four inches in diameter should be staked with one to three stakes.

2.  Trees with a diameter of 2.5 inches or more DBH should be guyed with three to four guy
wires.

Irrigation.

a.  Alllandscaped areas shall be watered with an underground irrigation system or a drip irrigation
system or hose bibs designed to allow differential operation schedules for high and low water
requirement areas. To avoid operation of the system during periods of increased rainfall, an
operational moisture sensor switch shall be required on all irrigation systems equipped with
automatic controls that will override the irrigation cycle of the sprinkler system when adequate
rainfall has occurred.

b.  The use of reclaimed water as a water supply source for irrigation shall be required when such
source is available or anticipated to be available within 100 feet of an existing or proposed city
reclaimed water line. In areas where food is served or consumed, such as outdoor eating areas of
restaurants, a dual supply source distribution system shall be installed whereby potable water
shall serve as the source for the food serving and/or consumption areas and reclaimed water
shall serve as the supply source in all other landscaped areas.

c. If a landscaped area contains primarily species native to the immediate region, or plants
acceptable for xeriscape landscaping, the development services director may waive the
requirement for installation of an irrigation system. Consideration of a waiver of the irrigation
requirement shall include, in addition to the area covered by native vegetation, such local
conditions as sun or shade, use of fill soil, and depth to water table.

b.  The development services director may require or otherwise approve water supply provisions for
unusual landscape conditions provided, however, that a readily available water source shall be
located within 100 feet of any required landscaping plant material.

Berm. When a berm is used to form a required visual screen in lieu of, or in conjunction with, a
required hedge or wall, such berm shall not exceed a slope of 30 degrees and shall be completely
covered with shrubs, trees, or other living ground cover.

Grass.
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a. Grass shall be seeded, plugged, or sodded.
b.  Onswales, berms or other areas that are subject to erosion, grass shall be completely sodded.

(7)  Ground cover. Ground cover shall be installed and maintained for all improved parcels, in order to
prevent erosion and dust. Ground cover used in lieu of grass shall be planted in such a manner so as to
present a finished appearance and reasonably complete coverage within three months after planting.

(8)  Nonliving materials. Mulch shall be a minimum depth of two inches.

(c) Recommended plant list is available on the IFAS FFL Website at https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ for Zip Code

32043.
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(d)  Unacceptable plant species. All invasive prehibited species shal should be-alewed-te be removed. witheuta
. o | ‘ e,

(e)  Maintenance and replacement of landscape plants. All plant material shall be maintained according to the
following standards:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

All required trees, shrubs and landscaped areas shall be maintained in good and healthy condition for
as long as the use continues to exist.

Maintenance shall consist of mowing, removing of litter and dead plant material, necessary pruning,
pest control, water, and fertilizing.

Maintenance also includes, but is not limited to, the replacement of plants damaged by insects,
disease, vehicular traffic, acts of God and vandalism.

Necessary replacements shall be made within a time period not to exceed 30 days after notification by
the city of the violation.

In order to increase the tree canopy within the city, give shade to paved surfaces, buffer pedestrian
and vehicular traffic and provide scenic beauty and natural habitat, as well as prevent decay, sunburn
and hazards to trees, all landscape material shall be pruned to maintain the natural shape of the plant.

No topping, hat racking, poodle cutting, excess pruning or excess crown reduction shall be performed
on trees within the right of way.

The city shall encourage the standards of the International Society of Arboriculture and the Tree Care
Industry Association for tree care operations, plant maintenance and proper pruning methods.

(Code 2001, § 98-236; Ord. No. 0-01-2000, § 6.06.04, 6-6-2000; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. O-03-
2017, exh. A(98-236), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-248. Tree preservation during development and construction.

(a) Protective barriers.

(Supp. No. 3)
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(b)

(c)

(d)
(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(i)

(1) During construction, protective barriers shall be placed, as necessary and/or as directed by the
development services director, to prevent the destruction or damaging of trees.

(2) Trees destroyed or receiving major damage must be replaced before occupancy or use unless approval
for their removal has been granted during the site plan approval process

(3) All trees not designated for removal may be required to be protected by barrier zones erected prior to
construction of any structures, roads, utility service, or other improvements,

The protective barrier shall be constructed to the following standards:

(1) The protective barrier shall be constructed outside the drip line of the tree, when possible (see Figure
A). The protective barrier shall have a minimum of a six-inch radius, plus one inch for each one inch of
caliper.

(2)  The protective barrier shall be a minimum of three feet high.

(3) Protective barrier posts shall be two inches by four inches or larger and shall be no more than six feet
apart.

(4) The barrier shall have two one-by-four-inch horizontal railings affixed securely to the posts.

(5) The entire protective zone shall be wrapped in orange safety fencing material, a minimum of three feet
in height.

(6) The protective barriers shall be inspected by the Zene-and-Plannirg Development Services Department
prior to the commencement of construction.

No grade changes shall be made within the protective barrier zones without prior approval of the city
development services director.

Where roots greater than one-inch diameter are exposed, they shall be cut cleanly.

Protective barrier zones shall remain in place and intact until such time as landscape operations begin or
construction is complete, whichever occurs first.

The development services director may conduct periodic inspections of the site before work begins and
during clearing, construction, and post-construction phases of development in order to ensure compliance.

No building materials, machinery or temporary soil deposits shall be placed within protective barrier zones
defined above.

No attachments or wires other than those of a protective or non-damaging nature shall be attached to any
tree.

A site survey of existing trees must be completed within two years by the developer and certified as accurate
by the Planning Department as part of the submission process, including a mitigation plan, before a building
permit is issued.

Protected areas and protected trees must be preserved unless that designation is changed by vote of the
City Council.

Created: 2022-06-28 11:03:45 [EST]
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(Code 2001, § 98-237; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-2017 , exh. A(98-237), 1-24-2017)

Secs. 113-249—113-273. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. TREES

Sec. 113-274. Protected Trees

(a) Protected trees as defined in Sec. 113-243 shall be designated pursuant to the following
requirements:

1. Submittal Application by the property owner
2. Location and type and size of tree

3. A protected tree cannot be of a non-native species as set forth in Section 113-276
referenced in list of exempt trees in this Code. Status is obtained by submission for
protection.

4. certification by a certified arborist that the tree complies with the definition of protected
tree as set forth in Sec. 113-243.

5. Additional relevant historical documentation, if applicable.
6. Annotation of the legal description of the property by a certified surveyor,
7. Public notice requirements shall include:

a. Mail copy of notice by regular mail to property owners within 300 feet no less
than ten days before the Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting.

b. Post sign on property no less than 10 prior to the Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting. a hearing shall be held by the Planning and Zoning
Commission after which a formal determination is approved or denied.

c. Formal determination may be appealed to City Council.

Created: 2022-86-28 11:03:45 [EST]
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8. If approved, a lien shall be placed on the property and the lien shall be recorded within 30
days in the official county records at the property owner’s expense.

9. Reversal of this determination shall require action by the Planning and Zoning
Commission which can be appealed to City Council.

(b) Protected Area as defined in Sec. 113-243 shall be designated pursuant to the following
requirements:

1. Submittal Application by the property owner
2. Location and type and size of tree

3. Relevant information identifying significant aesthetic, environmental, or monetary value
or which affords collective protection.

4. Additional relevant historical documentation, if applicable.
5. Annotation of the legal description of the property by a certified surveyor,
6. Public notice requirements shall include:

a. Mail copy of notice by regular mail to property owners within 300 feet no less than
ten days before the Planning and Zoning Commission

b. Post sign on property no less than 10 prior to the Planning and Zoning Commission
meeting., a hearing shall be held by the Planning and Zoning Commission after which
a formal determination is approved or denied.

c. Formal determination may be appealed to City Council.

7. alien shall be placed on the property and the lien shall be recorded within 30 days in the
official county records at the property owner’s expense.

8. Reversal of this determination shall require action by the Planning and Zoning
Commission which can be appealed to City Council.

(c) Protection of Canopy Roads

1. In order to provide additional protection of aesthetic resources within the city, the following
roadways are hereby designated as canopy roads:

a. StJohns Avenue from Forest Street to Clay Street

2. All property within twenty feet of the outside right-of-way line of the roadways designated in
subsection (a) of this section shall be known as the canopy tree protection zone.

3. No person or agency shall remove any tree located within the canopy tree protection zone
without obtaining a tree removal permit from the Development Services Department.

4. All tree pruning and construction activity shall comply with the ANSI (American National
Standards Institute) A300 Standards for the care and maintenance of trees.

5. The tree removal permit will be reviewed by the Development Services Department and
placed on the next available Planning and Zoning Commission agenda for final action
pursuant to the public notice requirements set forth in Sec. 113-274 (7). This action may be
appealed to the City Council.

Sec. 113-275. Removal of trees.

(a) Removal of a tree includes any act which will cause a tree to die, such as damage inflicted upon the root
system by heavy machinery, changing the natural grade above the root system or round the trunk, damage,
including fire damage, inflicted on the tree permitting infection or pest infestation.

Created: 2022-86-28 11:03:45 [EST]
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(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, organization, society, association or corporation or any agent or
representative thereof, directly, or indirectly, to cut down, destroy, remove, move, or effectively destroy
through damaging any tree located on any property without obtaining a permit.

(c) Noauthorization for the removal of a pretected-viable tree shall be granted unless the developer
demonstrates the reason for removal of the trees.

(Code 2001, § 98-261; Ord. No. 0-01-2000, § 6.07.01, 6-6-2000; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. O-03-
2017, exh. B(98-261), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-276. Exceptions and exemptions.

The following are exempt from the requirements of section 113-275.

(1)  Utility and public works projects undertaken by the city, including in the case of emergencies such as
hurricane, windstorm, flood, freeze, or other disasters.

(2) One- and two-family dwelling units.
(3) Dangerous trees.

a. In the event that any tree endangers health or safety and requires immediate removal, verbal
authorization may be given by the development services director.

b.  The tree may be removed without obtaining a written permit provided a certified arborist has
made such a determination. The verbal authorization shall later be confirmed in writing by the
development services director.

c. In the event of a natural disaster, environmental or other emergency situation where immediate
action is required, any recognized civil authority can authorize immediate removal, to include
utility crews, Law Enforcement Officers, and Fire and Rescue Crews.

(4) Exempt trees. Nonnative trees as defined by IFAS, Florida Friendly Landscaping, Zip Code, 32043.

Commen-Name Betanical-Name
Armerican-metberry Merus-ribra
A ; -
Black-cherry Prufus-sereting
Brazih Shi PRIPTRTNT
Cojupuitree Melatewea-teucadendra
Comphortree Cinpamemsin-camphoera
Cherry-tauret Profs-latrecerasis
Chinaberry Meliao-azedarach
c I Saoi it - — I
stock-treesgrown-forresale
Eartrees Enterolobivm-cyclocarpum
E obi o }
Eucalyptusrobusta Eucalyptusrobusta
' oh
Goldenrain-tree Koelreuteria-elegans
Srehi Bauhin
R Dol —
All-pines Rinus
Created: 2022-06-28 11:03:45 [EST]
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Sitk-oak Grevillearobusta

. Carvaill .

(Code 2001, § 98-262; Ord. No. 0-01-2000, § 6.07.02, 6-6-2000; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-
2017, exh. B(98-262), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-277. Drought-tolerant plant standards applicable to required landscaping.

Drought-tolerant plants which shall be used in required landscaping are native, noninvasive plants which will
survive and flourish with comparatively little supplemental irrigation. Industrial, commercial, civic, and multifamily
residential buildings or structures and common areas of single-family or multifamily residential developments shall
incorporate drought tolerant trees, shrubs, and groundcovers in landscape plans as a water conservation measure.
A list of plants which require minimal water are included in the St. Johns River Water Management District's
publication Water Wise, Florida Landscapes. In addition, mulches and drought tolerant groundcovers shall replace
narrow turf areas where irrigation is impractical. Interior remodels or minor modifications to the exterior of a
structure are not subject to this requirement.

(Code 2001, § 98-263; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-2017 , exh. B(98-263), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-278. Conditions for tree removal.

The development services director shall issue the permit for removal of a tree if one of the following reasons
for removal is found to be present:

(1) The condition of the tree with respect to disease, insect attack, age or other damage creates a danger
of falling, or otherwise causes the tree to have an adverse impact on the urban or natural environment
as determined by a certified arborist.

(2) Removal of the tree is necessary to construct proposed improvements in order to make use of the
property. Provided the improvements are in compliance with the protected tree requirements set
forth in Article VIl Chapter 113 of the City’s Land Development Code.

(3) To avoid interference with utility services; or
(4) Removal of a tree in compliance with a state-approved timber management plan.

(Code 2001, § 98-264; Ord. No. 0-01-2000, § 6.07.03, 6-6-2000; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-
2017 , exh. B(98-264), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-279. Replacement.

(a)  Generally. In respect to removal of trees to allow construction of improvements on property, and as a
condition to the granting of a permit, replacement shall be required.

(1) Trees removed.
a. Live oaks, Bald Cypress, and Mature Southern Magnolia.

1. All efforts shall be made to maintain all live oak trees, Bald Cypress, and Mature Southern
Magnolia on the site.

2. Replacement of live oak trees Bald Cypress, and Mature Southern Magnolia shall be with
live oak trees, Bald Cypress, and Southern Magnolia and the total caliper inches of
replacement trees shall equal the total caliper inches of live oak trees removed.

Created: 2022-86-28 11:03:45 [EST]
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(2)

b.  All other trees.
1.  Trees removed over 12 inches DBH on the site shall be replaced.

2.  Thereplacement for all trees over 12 inches in caliper at DBH on the site shall equal one-
third of the total caliper at DBH of the trees removed.

Tree replacement or payment to city. In lieu of replacement of trees on the site, the development
services director may approve a plan for replacement of trees offsite or payment to the city tree
mitigation fund. The value will be based on the average cost of other municipalities in northeast
Florida.

(b)  Credit for trees. Trees which are preserved shall receive credit against the landscape requirements according
to the following schedule:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(Code 2001
2017, exh.

Trees 12 to 18 inches: Live oaks, Bald Cypress, and Southern Magnolia one-inch credit; all others, 50
percent-inch credit.

Trees 19 to 30 inches: Live oaks, Bald Cypress, and Southern Magnolia 1.25-inch credit; all others, 75
percent-inch tree credit.

Trees over 30 inches: Live oaks, Bald Cypress, and Southern Magnolia 1.5-inch credit; all others, 100
percent-inch credit.

A minimum of one fourth (%) of the replacement credit shall consist of and same tree species removes
and have a minimum caliper diameter of 4 inches per replacement tree.

, §98-265; Ord. No. 0-01-2000, & 6.07.04, 6-6-2000; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011; Ord. No. 0-03-
B(98-265), 1-24-2017)

Sec. 113-280. List of plants recommended for the city can be obtained by the IFAS FFL

Webside at https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ for Zip Code 32043.

(Supp. No. 3)
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Figure 2
Large, Medium and Small Trees and Shrubs

(Code 2001, § 98-265; Ord. No. 0-08-2011, § 5, 12-6-2011)

Secs. 113-281—113-308. Reserved.
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