A Traveler’s (

Community Overview
Grass Valley, a mere four niles
from Nevada City, gamed iss name
from the rolling Brassiands which
define the local rerrain. In the first
years of the Gold Rush, cartle
could be seen Brazing in the valley,
but already by 1851 this wdyllic
vision was obscured by a tent ity
of close t0 20,000 miners. In 1850,
it is sard, George McKnight had
stumbled upon quarz rock thar
glittered in the moonlight, reveal-
g a vein of gold embedded deep
in the stone. With this discovery,
the methods and cconomucs of gold
mining in Grass Valley had dra-
matically changed. The lone
muiner with the pan swishing

n the stream, or even the pair
of miners using a shuice box,
Was soon replaced by large
orgamzations holding signifi-
cant investments in the mas-
sive and expensive mining
€quipment needed 1o burrow
deep into the earth and 1o
retrieve the gold from the

rock. The owners themselves
did not burrow into the earth,
of course, but hired hundreds
of employees, including many
expenienced miners from
Cornwall in England, to run
the equipment. The Empire
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Mine, during irs years of operation
(1850 to 1956), yielded more than
five million ounces of gold. Even
the fiery dancer Lola Montez and
her protégé, Lota Crabtree, both
of whom danced during the Gold
Rush decades in Grass Valley could
aor eclipse the drama of hard rock
mining for Grass Valley citizens,

Glimpses of the Pioneer

Jewish Community

As noted in the chapter on Nevada
Gity, the adjacent communiries of
Grass Valley and Nevada City sup-
ported separate Jewish Organiza-
tions. In 1856 the Shaar Zedek
(Gares of Righteousness) Hebrew
Benevolent Society of Grass Valley
Was tormed for the express purpose
of “taking charge of the cemetery,
taking care of the sick, and burying
the dead.” In the February 13, 1857,
edition of the San Francisco’s
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(1850 to 1956), yielded more than
five million ounces of gold. Even
the fiery dancer Lola Montez and
her protégé, Lotta Crabtree, both
of whom danced during the Gold
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Weekly Gleaner, editor Rabby Judus
Eckman reported the words of Grass
Valley resident Jacob C. Marks:
“Allow me to inform you that our
Society is in a flourishing conditon.
We were organized Seprember §th,
1656, and have since that time pur-
chased a Sepher Torah [sic], with
the necessary appendages, and also

a Shophar [ram’s homn for High
Holiday services]. We have, too, a
fine, well-fenced cemetery, with a
-substannal building on it; with all
the implements required by our rites.
May they never be wanted.” A Sefer
Torah from Grass Valley was donat-
ed ro Congregation Emanu-El, San
Francisco, after the 1906 earthquake
and fire destroyed their Torah,

In larter years, the Garizim Lodge
No. 43 of B'nai B'rith, founded in
1861, replaced the Hebrew
Benevolent Society in overseeing
the cemetery and caring for com-
munity needs, The thriving Jewish
world of Grass Valley, consisting
of merchanss, bankers, and investors
in the mines survived well into the
1880s, probably as a result of
Grass Valley's Aourishing hard
rock mining economy. In one out-
standing exampie, the Weissbein
brothers, Jacob and Joseph, who
in the early years worked for their
brother-in-taw Jacob Hyman m his
dry goods business at Mill and
Bank Streets, established the Bank
of Weissbein Brothers in 1876.
According to local historian Michel
Janicot, “The brothers acquired
much property, land tracts, and
several mining operations, includ-

s vhe welb-known Wk Yo
Owa Diggans i the Piishg,
Gold Flat Mme.™ The street adja-
cent to the Jewrsh cometery was
once known as Weisshein Avenue,
and Joseph Weisshem once owned
a property at Neal and South
School Streets that had previously
been owned by the Hebrew
Benevolent Society and possibly
slated for a synagogue site.

Worth a Visit
¢ Empire Mine State Historic Park,
10791 E. Empire St., Grass Valley

+ North Star Mining Museum and
Pelton Wheel Exhibit, Allison Road
ar Mill Street, Grass Vallcy

< :
Wedding invitation of Abroham Senders ond
Ameiia Buss, momied ot Sherith lrael, Son

Francisco, 1861. The Sanders were residents
of Gross Valley. Sherith lsrael Congregation,

Sen Francisco Collection. Western Jewish
History Center.



GRASS VALLEY
=) THE CEMETERY &

Cemetery Facts

Name: Shaar Zedek

Founded: 1856

First burial: 1857

Last burial: 1891

Rededicated as historic site:
September 13, 1970

Number of gravestones visible:
Approximarely 30

Many of the stones in the cemetery
have crumbled, and grave sites are
often difficult to determine, The
stones in this cemetery seem partic-
uiarly volnerable to the destructive
elements of weather and time.
Many stones, which most likely
were oniginally verticai, now are
embedded horizontally in concrete
stabs.

Site characteristics: Less than one
acre remains of whar was once a
five-acre plot of land purchased
by the Shaar Zedek Hebrew
Benevolent Society, A mortuary
building used to exist on the large
cemetery property; however, it is
not known where the structure was
located.

Special arrangements: There is a
padlocked gate, For information
and access arrangements, please
call or write the Western Jewish
History Center, Judah L. Magnes
Museum, 2911 Russel| Street,
Berkeley, California 94705,
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apwn Sndday through Thursiday
fronn 10 to 3,

Walking Tour

As you walk these paths, you will

notice that for some of the individ-
uals buried in these sacred grounds
there 1s much more information
in this guide than appears on their
gravestone. For others the only
informartion is a gravestone and
carved inscription. Sadly, some
stones have heen toc badly dam-
aged to decipher a name; some
stones are missing and for some
only a foundation ora raised
mound of carth remains,

For some individuals we have
informanon from such sourczs
as: recorded deeds and contracts,
newspaper articles and adveruse-
ments, minute books, diaries; Jet-
ters, photographs, family histories
and family trees, etc, And yet, there
are those who shared in the Jewish
experience in the Calitornia Gold
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Rush whose lives leave little or no
permanent record,

After unlocking the gate and
entering the cemetery, turn to your
left ta begin the tour.

1. Clarence Morris Nathan (died
December 28, 1874, age 2
months, son of Nathan and
Annie Nathan),

Nathan Nathan was an investor in
the nunes and in partnership wirh
Morris Narthay, a clothing mer-
chant. Nathan and Annie owned

a house on South Auburn Strect,

2. Simon Harris (died 1863, age
18 years).

A native of England, Simon may
have been the son of B. Harris, an
investor in mines who wasalso a
tubacco and liquor merchant on
Mill Street. Records also show thar
Ih. Harris and hus wife Hannakh sold
an smproved lot, with a brick
bwilding, to Abraham Salaman for
three thousand dollars. This is a
hroken stone.

3. Cercilia Nathan (January 15,
1862, age 22 years),

I the Nevada Daily Gazette,
jamuary 16, 1867, 1s an account of
Coceha’s deach indicating thar the
young woman slipped and fell into
4 well “while in the acr of drawing
water.” The article further specy-
lated thar the death may have been
A siicide, Traditional Jewish cus-
o does nor allow 3 sincide to b

bomed i saered gronml.,

4. Issac Hirsch (May 28, 1874,
son of Samuel and Minna
Hirsch),

In 1874, Samue! Hirsch had a rai-

lor shop on Main Street.

5. Celia Nathan (1861, age 2
years, daughter of Benjamin J.
Nathan).

Nevada County deed books show
Benjamin Nathan's name on over
fifty deeds berween 1856 and
1860, And it is known that a B.
Nathan was in the clothing busi-
ness in Rough and Ready in 1856,
and by 1861 was a partner of
Jacob Morris in Grass Valley.
Benjamin Nathan's estate was val-
ued at over forty thousand dollars.

6. Moses Goodman (died May 1,
1862, son of E. and S.
Goodman),

7. Solomon Goodman (born April
27, 1858—died April 22, 1862,
son of E. and S. Goodman).

The father 15 possibly the E.

Goodman, a merchant in the near-

by town of Rough and Ready.

8. Unknown grave.

Theress a base only,

9. Unknown grave.

There are a base and the bortom
six inches of the stone with no legi-
ble writing,

10 Abraham Levy (died May 5,
IS74, ape 2 Y

Fhe s e yommgest son ol Fseher
Fevy ol "Vicwma, V1 R



Shoor Zedek Cemetery, Grass Valley,
Grovestone of Lovis Levy. Pholg; lio Nowinksi/
wudah L Mognes Museum, Western lewich

Histcry Tenter

11, Louis Levy (1837-1871).

He was a narive of Fordom.
Prussia. “Erected by his nieces
and nephews.”

12. Elie Halphen (1800-1882).

Halphen was a native of Metz,
France. An article in the Nevada
Daily Transcript reported that
Halphen had served as Captain in
the French army and as mayor of
Metz before leaving France, possi-
bly as a result of family and politi-
cal problems, In 1852, Halphen
emigrated to Qakland, California
whure e owned Cconsiderable
property. In the CGald Counrry,

SR UL TITTITE
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Yuba Counry, and in Grass Valley
and was listed as a saloon keeper
and grocer. It is said that Halphen's
family, who remained in France,
were successful capitalists.

13. Solomon Rosenthal (died 1878,
age 62 years).

Rosenrhal was a native of
Margolin, Prussia. A Grass Valley
merchant, he officiated at the High
Holiday services in Nevada City in
1861 and at the wedding of Isadon
Jacobs and Miss Singer in Nevada
City in 1868, Solomon Rosenthal
1s possibly the father of Raphael
Ruosenrhal, who died at age four in
1868 and is buried in Nevada City,
This stone hasa Hebrew inscrip-
tion on the back which tells us that
Solomon (Sholomo) was the son of
Raphae! and he died on Thursday
the sixteenth of Kislev (December).

14, Cohn.

This stone is barely readable.
According to Miche! Janicot, it
may be that Cohn s an infant who
died on July 17, 1861.

15. Maria B. Salaman (died at five
months, daughter of Abraham
Salaman).

Maria's brother, Isadore Abraham,
whe died in 1856 ar fourteen
months of age, is buried in the
Nevada City Cemetery. Abraham
Salaman, rhe father of these two
children, was a very successful gro-
cer, fiquor, minmyg supplies, and
crockery retailer, and mvesror in

ceal esbate and nung properties,
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Records show thar, in 1856,
Salaman was a partner in the Grass
Valley firm of Silvester &
Company, whose building had
withstood the disastrous 1855 fire.
City council minutes show that
Salaman once protested the “house
of ill-fame next to his dwelling.
In 1866 Salaman and Martin Ford
sold their interests in the Union
Jack Mining Company to Lewis
Gerstle lor fifty thousand dollars.
Gerstle figures prominently in
Jewish Gold Rush history. In the
carly 1850s Lewis Gerstle and his
partner, “forty-miner™ Louis Sloss.
ran a grocery store in Sacramento.
Later, the successful entrepreneur-
1al partners opened up the Alaskan
fur trade with their San Francisco
based Alaska Commercial Company.

16. Unknown grave,
There is 2 broken base only
17. Benjamin Nathan | | ZIslaw,

Prussia, born or died 1873. son
of |?] and Tzvi Nathan).

This stone 1s broken and indeci-
pherable.

18. Unknown grave,

There is a base only

19. Judith Sanders |died January

7 months and 13
days, daughrer of Abraham 1.
and Amilic Sanders).

12, 1868, age

20. Unknown grave.,
There 1s 2 base only,
21, Unknown grave.
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22. Smon Novitzky (1817-1891,
a native of Prussia, husband of
Sarah),

Sarah Novitzky (1822-1889,
a native of Germany, wife of
Simaon),

Simon Novitzky was the owner of
the Pioneer Hat Store on the corner
of Mill and Bank Streets. Simon's
brother, Henry, was a tailor in
Nevada City in 1856, and by 1861
moved to Grass Valley where he
was a retailer, and with Simon,
invested in minmg claims,

Sarah and Siman's names are
inscribed on either side of this free
standing column, one of the fow
markers still vertical in the Grass

Grave-stane of Simon armd Sewals M viizky
Lo Volley Mo
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Valley cemetery. The column is
inscribed *We are not separated.
We will meer again.”

23, SN, (mosr likely refers to
Sarah Novitzky).

24, Unknown grave.

25, Simon Abraham (died
December 17, 1863, age 44
years),

He was a native of Nakel, Prussia,
and the brother of Hyman Abraham
buried in plot 28,

26. Unknown grave.

One can barely make our “Louws™
on this broken stone.

27.Henry J. Steler (1869-1875,
son of Pepi and E. Steler).

bt is reported that Henry died of
scarlet fever. Pepl may have been
the P, Steler who was a jeweler and
watchmaker on Main Street. There
150 faded Hower engraved on this
column, “Pepi™ is often the nick-
name of Joseph,

28. Hyman Abraham (died July 16,
$617 |1857), 32 years).

He was a native of Nachel
Province, Posen. Hyman Abraham
is the first known burial in Shaar
Zedek Cemerery, He was the
brother of Simon Abraham [buried
in plot 23] and owned property on
Main Street, Grass Valley valued
at fifteen hundred doltars. The bar-
rom of th stone s engraved “R.
Myers & Co, 747 Market S¢. S.F.

29. Unknown grave.
There 15 a broken stone whi
indecipherable.

30. Unknown grave.

There is a base only,

Shoar Zedek Cematery, Grass Vallay
Grovesione of Henry Siefer. Phote: lee
Nowinksi/fudah L. Mognes Museun

Wasztarn jewish History Center



