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Taylor Whittingslow

From: KRAUSS EUGENE - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 4:56 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voicemail from  on Feb 25 2025 4:48 PM
Attachments: 1740530930-00000f51.mp3
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You received a new voicemail message 
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New voicemail message  

Time: Tuesday, February 25 2025 4:48 PM 

From:   

Duration: 5 minutes 40 seconds 

Voicemail box: 8880 

Transcript: 

Hello, my name is Danielle Krauss. As a member of your local Jewish community here in 
Grass Valley and with family in Israel, of course, I want to cease fire and return of our 
hostages and an end to violence for innocent Palestinians and Israelis who are suffering 
immensely under the violent Jihadist death cult of Hamas, the terror proxy arm of the IRGC, 
a designated terrorist group which has ruled in Gaza since the Israeli withdrawal in mid-
2000. That being said, I'm calling because I strongly and adamantly oppose the passing of 
agenda item number eight and implore you to reconsider. Calling for a ceasefire and an end 
to violence between Palestine and Israel. It sounds innocuous enough, but I can assure you it 
is anything but that. Since October 7th, we have seen European cities as well as US cities on 
our college campuses become hotbeds and strongholds for the brainwashing script of 
Qatari, IRGC, and Soviet-sponsored disinformation campaigns, fed to Westerners who have 
overlaid their own country's guilt, shame, and history over another part of the world in 
which it has absolutely no relevance or place. These propaganda machines have been 
spewing anti-Semitic, anti-democratic, and outright fascist, and violent rhetoric. Here in the 



3

West, as well as much of Europe, these false narratives have been adopted with open arms, 
parroted, and then repeatedly forced down our throats by Western liberals. Genocide, 
apartheid, white colonialism, settler, oppressor, first oppressed. These words are becoming 
commonplace, but when examined under the lens of factual history or the actual geopolitics 
of the Swana region, they do not hold up. Furthermore, repeating these lies and revisionist 
history, repurposing old Jewish tropes and blood libel, both fuels and normalizes anti-Zionist 
and anti-Jewish sentiment and only perpetuates this targeted violence of radical Islamic 
jihadist ideology against Jews, Christians, Jews, other Muslims, and Westerners who uphold 
democratic values and the rights of women, our LGBTQ communities, and ethnic and 
religious minorities of all sorts. It is insane to call for a ceasefire in peace by effectively 
ignoring Hamas, the controlling government and militia of Gaza, the group that broke the 
ceasefire on October 7th and will continue to break every future ceasefire. Why do I know 
that? because they've told us that, as long as it is allowed to remain in power without any 
moderate Arab ally that actually wants peace. The thought behind this resolution at hand 
seems to be based on a lack of knowledge of the surrounding Middle Eastern Muslim 
countries and an absolute false presumption that Hamas wants peace for Palestinians 
alongside their Israeli neighbors or that they desire a two-state solution in which Palestinians 
could be free to live and thrive alongside Jews. This is not the case Hamas wants one thing 
which is in their charter and they tell us time after time to incite terror and to kill Jews. The 
glaring and obvious roadblock to the spread of the Islamic caliphate in the Middle East, 
Israel. And it is willing to sacrifice its own people in their words down to the very last Gazan 
child. This is the sole purpose of Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon and Syria, the Houthis 
in Yemen, all proxies of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard. As for what has become of the Free 
Palestine Movement, it is grandly obvious that it has crossed far over the lines of peaceful 
protest or criticism of Israel or US government from becoming a movement in and of itself of 
advancing radical fundamental ideology here in the West. This has not only directly 
contributed the skyrocketing of anti-Semitism and heinous violence targeted attacks on Jews 
all over the world as well as here in the U.S., New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, but it is 
actually exactly what has emboldened these six terror proxies to continue to prolong the 
suffering and violence of this war in Israel and Gaza. There was a standing ceasefire which 
Hamas Broken October 7th with the sole purpose of slaughtering, burning, beheading, 
raping, and taking hostage young people, grandparents, babies, even our dead. As a Jewish 
person who's grieving deeply this week with the rest of my community after the horrific 
news of our slain hostages last week, I'm taking the time to call in because I'm scared. I'm 
scared of what normalizing anti-Semitic rhetoric has done over these last 15 months. I'm 
scared because My grandparents have survived the Holocaust, only for me to see the return 
of early 1930s levels of hatred towards Jews. If you think this isn't about Jews, please truly 
ask yourself, why is there no resolution on the table condemning actual genocides and mass 
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killings of civilians in Sudan, the Congo, Myanmar, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso? The list goes on. I 
urge you to reconsider. Thank you for your time and listening. 

 Rate this transcript's accuracy  
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The less this country involves itself in international conflicts, the better. The less this city involves itself in 
international conflicts, the better. Foreign policy is a federal matter—not the responsibility of the Grass 
Valley City Council. 

That being said, I, along with many of my Israeli friends, would gladly stand with you in calling for peace 
for all people in the Middle East. 

Thank you for the privilege of freely sharing my voice and opinion—a right reserved for us in the Western 
world. 

God bless the First Amendment and the U.S. Constitution. 

Yours kindly, 

Elad Gariany 
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: POWELL,ANTHONY - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 4:23 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voicemail from  on Feb 25 2025 4:19 PM
Attachments: 1740529156-00000f44.mp3
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You received a new voicemail message 
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New voicemail message  

Time: Tuesday, February 25 2025 4:19 PM 

From:   

Duration: 2 minutes 29 seconds 

Voicemail box: 8880 

Transcript: 

Hello, this is Anthony Powell, South School Street, and I have some comments regarding 
your Town Corps office to residential space situation you're interested in completing. I've 
identified two properties that may be very beneficial to your project. One is the Alpha 
building, the old Alpha hardware building. We were looking at that to purchase it, and we 
noticed that there it's very underutilized. It's a very large building. It would really lend itself 
well to individual apartment spaces, efficiency apartments. It has oodles of parking in the 
back, and there would be no architectural changes to the front of the building, and it's just a 
great building, but obviously it requires a developer to move forward with it. The second 
building would be the portion of the Evans Furniture Store that's still empty since they've 
combined their operation into one side of their building. It's a great building. It's a large 
building. It would require no architectural changes to the front. It does have parking in the 
rear. It's a multi-story building, and that would be a great building as well. The third thing I 
wanted to mention was the Bank of America. As you know, banks are closing all over the 
country, the brick and mortar banks. This is probably the largest piece of land that will ever 
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be available in the town for, maybe ever. And you've got a great opportunity there to get 
with a developer or someone that creates grants for things of this sort. This could be senior 
housing, it could be low-income housing, it could be cluster of live, work, lofts, plenty of 
parking for the downtown. And you know what happens when big buildings like that sit 
empty for too long, big parking lots, trouble. So really looking to see something good happen 
at the Bank of America site if the landlord is willing to make a deal. That's a great building. 
They're closing in April, I believe. And they'll be just keeping the ATMs, but that building and 
that property really needs to be developed. Great piece of property, flat ground, simple deal. 
Okay. Thanks a lot. 

 Rate this transcript's accuracy  
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: POWELL,ANTHONY - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 4:12 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voicemail from  on Feb 25 2025 4:09 PM
Attachments: 1740528564-00000f3a.mp3
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You received a new voicemail message 
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New voicemail message  

Time: Tuesday, February 25 2025 4:09 PM 

From:   

Duration: 1 minute 22 seconds 

Voicemail box: 8880 

Transcript: 

Hello, my name is Anthony Powell, South School Street, Grass Valley. I have a general 
comment about an art installation that's at McKnight Crossing in the Grove area, which is in 
front of the donut shop. There is a display of miners' picks that have been welded together. 
And on quite a few occasions, I've seen people there when the weather's good with their 
kids and their kids are climbing on these miners' picks, and they're very sharp, they're real 
picks, they're very dangerous, and they're part of this picnic area there. I spoke to the 
management team in Orange County, I spoke to them, and the person who is the manager 
for this center said that she also had a concern about the safety of these picks, but in her 
words, she was voted down. So I'd like someone from the city to perhaps take a look at this, 
a safety engineer, and determine whether this needs to be enclosed somehow to prevent 
children from climbing on it, because an accident on this installation would be quite severe. 
Thank you very much. 
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Brandon Dellis 
Grass Valley Resident 
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: Sheerlie Ryngler 
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 3:15 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Agenda item 8

[You don't oŌen get email from . Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
Dear Council, 
My name is Sheerlie Ryngler and I have been a resident of Nevada County for 10 years. I have had a brick & mortar 
business in downtown Grass Valley, and conƟnue to spend a lot of Ɵme there. I am wriƟng to urge you to NOT adopt the 
ceasefire resoluƟon and to stop allowing misguided people to co-opt the purpose and mission of the city council. There 
is no precedent for a resoluƟon like this, and I strongly encourage us not to start now. 
 
I am a Jewish American and actually have an MA in Conflict ResoluƟon. I worked for years on the ground in Israel-
PalesƟne for social jusƟce, peace-building, and human rights. This resoluƟon is not only completely pointless, but 
embarrassing. Countless intelligent people have dedicated their lives to resolving this conflict for over a century and have 
been unsuccessful. Do you really think anybody in this town can contribute an idea that hasn’t yet been aƩempted? Is it 
city business to affirm our “values” in a singled out internaƟonal issue?? Especially when people here can barely 
understand what’s happening on the ground (as evidenced by zero menƟon of Hamas)? This is pure virtue signaling, 
spearheaded by people with very liƩle virtue (I know because I was forced to interact with them for most of last year 
over the Nevada City council resoluƟon on the same topic. They repeatedly exhibited abhorrent anƟsemiƟc behavior). 
Please don’t pander to people who not only have no idea what they’re talking about, but have sowed division and hatred 
in our community. 
 
I hope you will do the right thing. 
Thank you for your Ɵme, 
Sheerlie 
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--  
Yaelle Dery, MSOM, L. Ac. 
Classical Chinese Medicine 
(303) 507-1927 
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locals. Also, anyone concerned with conflict in the Middle East can write their congressman/woman 
individually. That is a much better approach, in my opinion. 
 
 
Best, 
 
Tara Winkler 
 
 
--  
 
Tara Winkler 
Graphic Designer 
319-321-6701 
twgraphicsgirl@gmail.com 
https://tarawinklergraphics.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/TaraWinklerGraphicsGirl 
https://www.bninextlevel.com/see-us-action/ 
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When the resolution says “Ceasefire,” I hear “Amnesty for Hamas.”  Why is this? 
  
    
The words “immediate, permanent and unconditional ceasefire” are, in their usage in this resolution, a 
euphemism for amnesty. Amnesty for those committing the most heinous murder, rape kidnapping and torture. 
  
On the 4th WHEREAS, it reads “there are a growing number of people … calling for a ceasefire …”  
  
Where is the evidence of “a growing number”? On the contrary, a recent Harvard-Harris Poll asked, “Do you 
favor an unconditional ceasefire in the Israel-Hamas war that would leave everything in place, or do you think 
any ceasefire should happen only after the release of all hostages and Hamas removed from power?” 

  
68% of Americans answered, “only after the release of all hostages and Hamas removed from power.” 

  
In the same poll of October 2024, 81% of Americans favor Israel over Hamas. ( 
https://harvardharrispoll.com/key-results-october-5/ ) 
  
  
  
On the 6th WHEREAS, it reads “…rising Anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and bigotry across the United States…” 
  
Just a point of reference to put things in perspective, The latest FBI Hate Crime Statistics (2023) show 2,699 
total reported incidents based on religion.  More than half, 1832 were Anti-Jewish. 236 were anti-Muslim. ( 
https://www.justice.gov/crs/news/2023-hate-crime-statistics ). 
  
  
On the 7th WHEREAS, it reads “Grass Valley…supports the dignity and safety of residents in every 
community regardless of what crimes any government may commit…” (emphasis added) 
This is not randomly “any government.”  This is a veiled, slanderous reference to Israel, is it not? – with the 
disclaimer that Grass Valley will not hold local Jews and Israelis responsible for “criminal Israel.” How big of 
Grass Valley. 
  
On the 12th WHEREAS, it reads, “Grass Valley…against genocide and ethnic cleansing…” 
  
Below is an “Ethnic cleansing chart” from my book. Tell me who is eliminating who and if you want to endorse 
yet another slur in this resolution. 
  

  
Ethnic Cleansing  
  
Related to the subject of refugees, which countries can reasonably be 
accused of ethnic cleansing? 
Let’s look at Jewish populations from 1948 to 2023 in Arab countries 
and Iran. Then, look below that at the Arab populations in Israel. 
  
  

Jewish Population  1948 2023 
Algeria 140,000 200 
Egypt  63,550 3 
Gaza  7,949 0 
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Iran  100,000 8,500 
Iraq 150,000 4 
Lebanon  20,000 29 
Libya 38,000 0 
Morocco 265,000 2,100 
Tunisia 105,000 1,000 
Yemen 55,000 1 
Arab Population     
Gaza  80,000 2,000,000 
West Bank  1,134,000 2,700,000 
Israel  156,000 2,100,000 

  
The above numbers are estimates. 
  
  
Seems like Jews are disappearing from Muslim controlled lands. In 
the Israeli controlled areas, not only does it appear there is no ethnic 
cleansing of Arabs, but an increase. 
The accusation of Israel ethnically cleansing Arabs is another burlesque 
of Jewish history. 
  
From Palestinianism: A Burlesque of Jewish History 

  
  
On the 12th WHEREAS, it reads “…Grass Valley…against apartheid…illegal settlements…illegal settlements 
occupation of Palestinian territories” 
  
Calling Israel “apartheid” is an anti-Semitic burlesque.  It was Egypt’s illegal invasion and occupation of Gaza 
and Jordan’s illegal invasion and occupation of Judea and Samaria where they made these territories Jew-free – 
worst than apartheid.  Whereas Arab citizens of Israel have equal rights.  They can vote, have served in the 
Israeli judiciary, diplomatic corps and dominate the pharmacal and medical professions, to name a few 
instances that put the lie to this proposed resolution’s slander of apartheid. 
  
Israel’s last internationally recognized borders were set in 1922 by unanimous decision of the League of 
Nations and renewed by the League’s successor, the United Nations. Israel’s borders according to these 
international institutions, consist of the land west of the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea, including Judea 
and Samaria (the West Bank) and Gaza. “From the River to the Sea” is Israel’s under international law. You can 
find it in my book, Palestinianism: A Burlesque of Jewish History.  If you don’t believe me, you can research 
it yourself – The San Remo Conference (1920) and the League of Nations London Conference (1922). 
  
At NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, there is reference to “hostages and unjustly held prisoners.”  
  
This reads intentionally vague, but “unjustly held prisoners” is code for Palestinian terrorists, captured by Israel 
and held justly. If not, who else would these prisoners be? This is doubly Anti-Semitic, setting up a moral 
equivalence between victims of kidnapping and their kidnappers, and then asserting that the Jewish State holds 
kidnappers and similar terrorist-criminals “unjustly.” 
  
On the 3rd BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the authors of this resolution throw away all subtlety and in two 
words - indiscriminate retaliation – produce two Anti-Semitic slanders against the State of Israel that they want 
the City Council to express. As for “indiscriminate,” the opposite is true: Israel, going to great lengths to 
warn Palestinians of upcoming military actions, has the lowest ratio of civilian to military deaths in the 
history of urban warfare, according to West Point’s John Spencer. ( 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcrsobilITo  ) As for “retaliation,” vengeful words like this have been 
tropes to slander Jews at least since Shakespeare’s Shylock. The Jewish state is not engaged in “retaliation.” It 
is engaged in defensive actions, so that fellow Israelis can return to their homes and live in peace and security in 
the ancient Jewish homeland. 
  
These are just some of the biased, vindictive and/or false words and ideas found in this resolution. 
  
Anyone who signs onto this resolution signs onto more – not less – bigotry. 
  
  
Sources: 
  
RON KAMPEAS , “J Street owns up to Soros funding,” JTA, SEPTEMBER 26, 2010, 
https://www.jta.org/2010/09/26/united-states/j-street-owns-up-to-soros-funding  
  
Morton Klein, Elizabeth Berney, Daniel Mandel, “J Street Sides with Israel’s Enemies & Works to Destroy 
Support For Israel,” Zionist Organization of America, 2018,  
JAS CHANA.  
“A Conversation With Alan Dershowitz,” Tablet Magazine, AUGUST 24, 2015, 
https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/news/articles/a-conversation-with-alan-dershowitz  
  
  
  
Background: 
On October 7, 2023, the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, Israel was invaded from Gaza in Operation Al-Aqsa 
Flood. This operation was led by Hamas, a U.S. designated terrorist group, and included Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad (PIJ), Popular Resistance Committees (PRC), The Marxist-Leninist Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), The Marxist-Leninist Maoist Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
employees of the United Nations (UN), and supported by about 75% of the Palestinians in Gaza.  
  
Israelis were raped, mutilated, tortured, kidnapped, burned alive or otherwise murdered in the most gruesome 
ways. 
  
Over 1200 Israelis, mostly Jews, were murdered.  About 240 were kidnapped.  Thanks to the Israeli offensive, 
Hamas was pressured to release over 100 hostages in exchange for a temporary ceasefire, which Hamas then 
broke. 240,000 Israelis were made homeless. These survivors of the October 7 terror attacks cannot, for the 
most part, return to their communities until Hamas and their allies are eliminated as a fighting force, buffer 
zones established, and Gaza pacified. 
  
Meanwhile, in the north, Hezbollah, which has a bigger, better armed fighting force than Hamas, had started 
bombarding Israel with rockets and missiles the next day, October 8. 
  
And in Gaza?  Who has not seen the death and destruction? Who’s to blame, Israel or Hamas? Israel, going to 
great lengths to warn Palestinians of upcoming military actions, has the lowest ratio of civilian to military 
deaths in the history of urban warfare, according to West Point’s John Spencer. ( 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcrsobilITo  ) Hamas, on the other hand, is committing a double war crime: 
hiding in schools, hospitals and other civilian areas, and sending rockets into Israel’s civilian population centers. 
 
H.Ben Winkler 
Grass Valley, CA 
641-451-7076 
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HBWink@gmail.com 
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: GROSS JUSTIN MA - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 10:01 AM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voicemail from  on Feb 25 2025 9:57 AM
Attachments: 1740506229-00000b18.mp3
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You received a new voicemail message 
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New voicemail message  

Time: Tuesday, February 25 2025 9:57 AM 

From:   

Duration: 1 minute 46 seconds 

Voicemail box: 8880 

Transcript: 

Hello, this is Justin Gross. I live on Butler Street in Grass Valley. I'm urgently asking our city 
council to vote no on the ceasefire resolution. This is nothing more than an empty gesture to 
appease a very small part of our larger community. This item should not even be on the 
agenda. And you have the glorious task of weighing in on something that is guaranteed to 
anger two different camps, depending on which way you vote. This is not astute leadership, 
unfortunately. This is foolish. The City of Grass Valley City Council should stick to matters that 
are germane to city business. Calling for a resolution to be passed by a small town city 
council may feel satiating to some of you, and it would feel that way to radical elements in 
our community. But it does absolutely nothing except waste time and set a dangerous 
precedent. There is no substance to be found in an effete resolution. Future demands could 
be made by city council or made by others of the city council to weigh in on other 
international matters, perhaps matters in other states, in other communities. Perhaps you 
can give your wise thoughts on condemnation. There are plenty of local issues that we can 
spend time and efforts on, and I urge you to vote no on this on principle. This is a bad road to 



27

go down, this is a contentious issue, and it's a no-win situation. So please make it stop and 
do not open the floodgates to more meaningless resolutions in the future. Let's stick with 
neutrality on international and national issues, and let's just stick with city business. Thank 
you for your time. 

 Rate this transcript's accuracy  
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: Lily Marie 
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2025 3:37 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Support Resolution for Cesefire 

[You don't oŌen get email from . Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
To: Mayor Hodge and Grass Valley City Council Members, 
 
Lets pass the AdministraƟve item #8 —The ResoluƟon of the City Council calling for a Ceasefire and End to the Violence 
between PalesƟne and Israel. 
We all need to stand up to stop violence of any kind and war. 
 
Thanks for Ɵme, effort and consideraƟon to support this resoluƟon. 
Sincerely, 
Lily Marie and Bob Mora 
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: sasha zhukov 
Sent: Sunday, February 23, 2025 5:06 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Ceasefire in Gaza

[You don't oŌen get email from  Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
Hello All, 
I am deeply angry and ashamed that you have this on your agenda. Just a couple of days aŌer we found out what 
ordinary PalesƟnian ciƟzens did to the Bibas boys, and their mother. 
You are elected officials, but I do not feel like I am represented here. I know of 3 Israelis that live here in grass valley, who 
lost over 50!!!!! Family members, friends, people who they grow up with in the October 7th massacre. I myself knew a 
lovely man, who came to visit grass valley in 2014, who was murdered on Oct. 7th. 
 
Let’s look at some FACTS: 
The PalesƟnians are the most radicalized populaƟon in the world. They are taught from a young age, That Jews are pigs. 
That Jews are thieves. That Jews have no right to live. That murdering Jews is a holy duty that will reward them with a 
place of honor in heaven and they will have 72 virgins. And by the way, those poor virgins will have their virginity 
restored aŌer every Ɵme it is taken, so they will feel pain every Ɵme.  These are all FACTS, and you CHOOSE to ignore 
them. The Jews all over the world are suffering from this new bout of anƟsemiƟsm. I did not think it would happen here, 
in Grass Valley- but it’s here! 
You are supporƟng people who think it’s a duty to abuse, rape and slaughter Jews . How dare you? And it’s not your 
personal opinion that you talk about around your dinner table, you are puƫng a PUBLIC resoluƟon about a situaƟon you 
know nothing about (TikTok videos don’t count as facts) - this is a big responsibility and you need to understand more 
about it before even entertaining the thought! Would you call for a ceasefire if the KKK had an autonomy in Detroit? 
What do you think the KKK would do to African Americans and other minoriƟes if they had their own country?? Probably 
the same as what the PalesƟnians did on October 7. 
And some more FACTS - the Arabs ( later calling themselves PalesƟnians in 1964) in Israel have been doing October 7th 
to the Jews since the 1800’s. Don’t believe me? Google it! 
 
If you have to put a resoluƟon forward regarding Gaza, put forward a resoluƟon that condemned Hamas, condemn their 
educaƟon system, condemn the fact that they use their people and their death as propaganda, condemn the Iranian 
money going into TikTok for propaganda, and put in a resoluƟon that you believe that the PalesƟnian people deserve 
beƩer then being fodder for Hamas’s cannons. 
Also, maybe check who is funding the organizaƟon that made the appeal for this resoluƟon? I think the answer will scare 
you. 
You need to do beƩer 
You need to look the truth in the eyes 
And you need to stop abandoning your Jewish community. 
 
Sasha Zhukov 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: Mark Gold 
Sent: Saturday, February 22, 2025 7:54 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Re: Upcoming Agenda Item - Ceasefire Resolution

[You don't oŌen get email from  Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
Dear Mayor Hodge, Vice Mayor Caravelli, and Council Members Arbuckle, Ivy and Bonomolo, 
 
I am wriƟng to you this evening to ask you to not approve the ceasefire resoluƟon that is on the agenda for the meeƟng 
scheduled for February 25th. I realize that you are under a lot of pressure from pro-PalesƟnian members of this 
community. However, a city council is no place to address topics of a foreign maƩer, with perhaps two excepƟons that 
come to mind. The first is if the city were approached by a government agency such as the State Department, asking to 
take in displaced individuals from a foreign country due to conflict or natural disaster. The second is if the city were 
parƟcipaƟng in the sister city program. Sacramento for example, has numerous sister ciƟes including Ashkelon, Israel and 
Hamilton, New Zealand to name a few. I’m all for having a sister city, my votes are for either Hod Hasharon in Israel (they 
have the best falafel that I have ever eaten) or Grange in County Sligo, Ireland which was the birthplace of the legendary 
Lola Montez. 
 
All kidding aside, there are more important maƩers that the city council needs to be addressing, maƩers that directly 
impact our community such as increased crime on Mill Street, the lack of parking in downtown, and the homeless 
situaƟon. These are just a few issues that directly impact the residents of Grass Valley. Appealing to a group of radical 
acƟvists who support the PalesƟnian cause does absolutely nothing to end the conflict going on 7300 miles away. Now 
I’m not sure how many people living in Grass Valley, or western Nevada County for that maƩer, were born and/or raised 
in Gaza or the West Bank, probably not many. But western Nevada County IS home to several hundred Israelis. Many of 
them visit my shop regularly, or I’ve encountered around town, or at religious services at Chabad of Grass Valley. I met 
many of them at the memorial service honoring the vicƟms of the October 7th massacre, and the following year at the 1 
year anniversary. Agreeing to this resoluƟon is an insult to them and to the thriving Jewish community living here. It 
effecƟvely says to them that they are not valued members of this community, and that the lives of the friends and loved 
ones that they lost on October 7th and in other aƩacks on Israelis over the decades are irrelevant or unimportant. 
 
No one is saying that the conflict that has been going on between Israelis and PalesƟnians isn’t unfortunate, and of 
course we all want to see lasƟng peace in the region. However, this city council resoluƟon only has a negaƟve impact, 
and that impact is on the residents who live here and pay your salaries. Do not allow yourselves to be bullied by masked 
thugs who yell at city council meeƟngs, or walk around with effigies of dead babies. If you follow the news, you’ll also 
know that PalesƟnians are just as guilty of killing children as we saw with the release of the bodies of 4 year old Ariel and 
9 month old Kfir Bibas. As of this wriƟng, there IS a ceasefire in place, so please also keep that in mind. This resoluƟon 
has absolutely no business even being considered, and so I ask you to vote against this, put this whole resoluƟon behind 
you, and move on to agenda items that directly impact the residents and businesses in the city of Grass Valley. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Gold 
Gold Rush Cookie Company 


