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Taylor Whittingslow

From: HAMILTON CRAIG - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 3:10 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voicemail from HAMILTON CRAIG at  on Jun 9 2026 3:05 PM
Attachments: 1781042720-0000271c.mp3

 

You received a new voicemail message 

New voicemail message  

Time: Tuesday, June 9 2026 3:05 PM 

From: HAMILTON CRAIG  

Duration: 3 minutes 39 seconds 

Voicemail box: 8880 

Transcript: 

Good evening. My name is Craig Hamilton, property owner and former GVDA board 

member and commercial real estate agent in Grass Valley. I was just calling on 

support of the Grass Valley Downtown Association and the importance that I feel 

that it has and hopefully the continuing support for it. I have been a property owner 

for almost 19 years, actually located right next to the old GVDA downtown office to 

where I've had a lot of interactions with them directly over the years and got to watch 

firsthand of all that is entailed in putting on the events and working to support the 

merchants. I've got to see a number of iterations through Howard Levine and some 

of the predecessors that came after him and the different versions of the GVDA and 

joined in during COVID and through the transition of combining with the chamber 

and working with the city. And in doing so, I've got a pretty in-depth experience of all 
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that is required and what it takes to put on and be a thriving organization, with the 

intention of helping the merchants and adding to the quality of the experience and 

being local and or a visitor into downtown Grass Valley. It is a lot of work and I saw it 

before when it was ran by one person with a handful of volunteers that it really is 

almost impossible to function in that fashion and was part of the motivation to 

combine with the chamber and really utilize the large membership of the chamber 

and partner with the city because it requires a village, no doubt. And in doing so, 

since then, you know, the numbers don't lie. Our vacancy rates have been basically 

zero for the past six-plus years. And I know the vents are up 20% in the last three 

years. And, you know, and the organization itself having, into its current iteration, 

having clean books, everything itemized, organized, it is a well-running oiled machine 

and, you know, that comes from, you know, a lot of effort and a lot of intentionality to 

have it be so. And I'm proud to see that it is partnering with the chamber and the city. 

I think that we're all working towards the same goals. And it's, you know, why 

reinvent it every time? Why not all work together going towards the same goal? And 

the town benefits from it and the merchants benefit from it. And as a property owner, 

we have benefited from it. So, you have my support and I hope they get your support. 

Thanks for your time. 
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Item 7: RMRA Funding.  SEBC supports using RMRA funding for the 2026 Annual Street Rehabilitation 
Project on Idaho Maryland Road, particularly because the staff report identifies sidewalk improvements, 
curb ramps, bicycling facilities, Complete Streets elements, and implementation of the City's Active 
Transportation Plan.   

We would appreciate clarification on several design details. What type of bicycle facility is proposed for 
Idaho Maryland Road? Will this be a standard bike lane, buffered bike lane, separated facility, or another 
treatment?  SEBC recommends that the City use best practices in the bike lane design, to include 
separated/protected bike lanes, green markings, marking travel paths through intersections, etc. (SEBC 
provided the City its resource, “Bicycle Transportation Best Practices” earlier this month.) 

We would also like to know what intersection improvements are planned, including pedestrian 
crossings, visibility enhancements, and bicycle accommodations at key crossings.  

Finally, does the proposed design close any meaningful gaps in the bicycle and pedestrian network along 
Idaho Maryland Road, or is it primarily a pavement rehabilitation project with limited active 
transportation improvements? Since this corridor is specifically identified as advancing Complete 
Streets and Active Transportation Plan goals, it would be helpful for the public to understand what 
connectivity and safety benefits will be delivered.  We look forward to meeting with the City to further 
discuss this project and understanding how and why design decisions were made. 

Item 11: Fiscal Year 2026-27 Operating Budget Public Hearing 

We appreciate the work that has gone into preparing the Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget and the continued 
investment in projects that improve safety and mobility throughout Grass Valley. 

We were encouraged to see funding for projects such as the Wolf Creek Trail Study, the Wolf Creek ATP 
Connectivity Project, the Centreville Bike Park, McCourtney Road pedestrian improvements, Loma Rica 
Trail improvements, sidewalk repairs, traffic safety projects, and street rehabilitation. These investments 
recognize that transportation is not just about moving cars—it is also about creating safe and connected 
options for people who walk, bike, use mobility devices, or access transit. 

As the City moves forward with these projects, we encourage the Council to provide clear delivery 
schedules and identify public design-review opportunities early in the process. Residents are more likely 
to support and use these improvements when they understand the timeline and have meaningful 
opportunities to help shape project design. 

We also encourage the City to prioritize safety and connectivity whenever roadway projects overlap with 
pavement maintenance or rehabilitation work. When streets are already being redesigned or resurfaced, 
it is often the most cost-effective opportunity to close sidewalk and bike lane gaps.   

Item 12: Grass Valley Downtown Association Request for 2026 Parking and Business Improvement 
District Allotment 

Regarding the Downtown Association's request, we appreciate the ongoing efforts to maintain and 
promote downtown, including sidewalk cleanup, transit partnerships, public amenities, and outreach 
related to parking changes. 
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As those efforts continue, we encourage the City and the Downtown Association to ensure that 
downtown remains welcoming for people arriving by all modes of transportation. This includes 
maintaining convenient and visible bicycle parking, providing clear wayfinding, and using "Walk Your 
Bike" messaging thoughtfully so that it improves safety without discouraging cycling access. Parking 
policies and downtown management strategies should recognize that many visitors and customers 
arrive on foot, by bicycle, or by transit, and those users contribute to a vibrant downtown just as drivers 
do. 

Thank you for your consideration and for continuing to invest in a safer, more connected, and more 
accessible Grass Valley. 

Katherine Thompson, President (916.835.1541) 

Reed Hamilton, Transportation Committee Chair 

Sierra Express Bicycle Club of Nevada County 

sierraexpress.org 
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My request is simple: build facilities that make families feel safe riding, and continue sending the 
message that bicyclists belong in Grass Valley. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rupert Long 
Grass Valley Resident 
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Taylor Whittingslow

From: RIEGEL JESS - Voicemail box 8880 <noreply@voicemail.goto.com>
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2026 3:21 PM
To: Public Comments
Subject: Voicemail from RIEGEL JESS at  on Jun 8 2026 3:18 PM
Attachments: 1780957131-00000a5a.mp3

 

You received a new voicemail message 

New voicemail message  

Time: Monday, June 8 2026 3:18 PM 

From: RIEGEL JESS  

Duration: 1 minute 19 seconds 

Voicemail box: 8880 

Transcript: 

Hi, my name is Jess Regal and I Become aware recently of the flock cameras all over 

town and grass valley and I've started to notice them as I'm driving by and I 

vehemently oppose these types of tracking devices it just makes me feel 

uncomfortable and like Like I'm living in a surveillance state as I'm driving around 

town Even though that I'm not it's like I hear the argument like well if you're not I'm 

not doing anything wrong like why should I worry about it? But I Still don't like it, and I 

don't think that we need it and I think that it would be a safer and a more trusted 

community without These devices and I don't even know where I mean period and 

also You know, how is this information? Like, where is it even going? It's going on the 

internet, it's going on the cloud. It's so Big Brother, you know, 1984. Like, it's 

unnecessary and I, my public comment is, let's remove all these. Thank you so much. 
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experience here, that reflects the work being done by organizations and volunteers who invest their time and 
energy into making our community a place people want to visit—and return to. 

The positive impact I have witnessed over the past four years has inspired me to become more involved in 
supporting downtown initiatives and community events. That desire to engage more deeply in our community 
reflects the confidence I have in the direction the GVDA has taken and the value it continues to bring to 
residents, businesses, and visitors alike. 

For these reasons, I strongly support the continued work of the GVDA and the investment that allows these 
efforts to continue. The positive impact on our downtown, our local businesses, and our community has been 
clear, and I believe the momentum built over the past four years is worth sustaining. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

KathE Garcia 
General Manager 
Gold Miners Inn, An Ascend Hotel Collec on Member 
121 Bank Street 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
530-477-1700 x6 
530-477-2058 fax 
h ps://www.goldminersinngrassvalley.com/ 

 

 
















