
County of Nevada
State of California

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Application for Registration of Historical Landmark

Name of proposed landmark_____________________________________      

____________________________________________________________

Location_____________________________________________________   

____________________________________________________________

Name of applicant_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________

Home or work phone_________________ cell phone_________________

Name and address of owner upon whose property proposed landmark 

is located, if owner is not applicant________________________________

___________________________________________________________

I consent to this application and authorize the placing of a plaque or marker 
on site.

__________________________________ ___________________
Owner’s signature Date

2022 rev.

 Eagle Hose Company

139 East Main Street

City of Grass Valley on behalf of GV Historical Commission

125 East Main Street

530-274-4711

owned by City of Grass Valley

11/4/2024



Brief history and description of proposed landmark 
(attach additional sheets as necessary)

Historically significant aspects or properties of proposed landmark

How will the landmark be protected and maintained?

Bibliography. Cite or attach available books, records, articles or other 
materials pertaining to the proposed landmark.
Books and articles:

2022 rev.

The Grass Valley Fire Department was first organized in 1853. It is the third oldest
active fire department west of the Mississippi River. Founded in 1866 and housed
at this site, Eagle Hose Company #2 was one of four Volunteer Fire Brigades that
proudly served and protected Grass Valley over 100 years.

Site of the Eagle Hose Company No. 2, a Volunteer Fire Brigade founded in 1866

The building is owned and maintained by the City of Grass Valley.

See attached material compiled by Grass Valley Historical Commission.



Historical or civil records: (e.g., ownership, assessments etc.)

Other: (e.g. photographs, prints or drawings. Please list and attach 
separately)

_______________________________ ______________________
Applicant’s signature Date

=========================================================

This completed form and all related documents shall be sent to the:

Nevada County Historical Landmarks Commission
Attention: Chairman 
P. O. Box 1014, Nevada City, Cal. 95959 

Attachments and related documents may be submitted in electronic format.

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural 
merits and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non historical 
reasons.
An individual Commissioner can advise and counsel an applicant, but all 
applications must be considered by the full Commission, meeting in regular 
session.

2022 rev.

11/4/2024

See attached material compiled by Grass Valley Historical Commission.

See attached material compiled by Grass Valley Historical Commission.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT HISTORY 

) 

The Grass Valley Fire Department was first organized in 1853 with the 

establishment of a Hook and Ladder Company. It is the third oldest active fire 

department west of the Mississippi River. June 7, 1858 marked the day that the fire 

company was organized under law as the Grass Valley Hook and Ladder Company. 

In 1861 the Grass Valley Hook and Ladder Company was reorganized into 

Protection Hose Company No. 1 and then again into Protection Engine Company 

No. 1. The original station No. 1 was located at Main and School Streets, it later 

moved to the current location of City Hall and then to Brighton Street where it has 

remained since. 

• 

Over the course of 42 years three additional ladder companies were added to the 

department. On July 18, 1866, Eagle Hose Company No. 2 was organized and was 

located on East Main Street near City Hall, where the Fire Safe Council of Nevada 

County maintains there offices. On March 31, 1891 the Reliance Hose Company No. 

3 was established with a station on Race Street, which still serves the Fire 
Department, it is no longer an active station but remains part of our rich history. In 

1895 the Defiance Hose Company No. 4 was organized to protect the Boston 



3/25/24, 1:45 PM Fire Department History - City of Grass Valley 

Ravine area, located at Mill Street and Empire Street. The Defiance Hose Company 

operated for nearly 25 years, but disbanded in 1920. 

In 1915, the fire department purchased its first motorized piece of fire apparatus, 

The Pierce Arrow, and by 1916 two additional motorized fire apparatus were added 

to the fleet. 

The Grass Valley Fire Department currently operates out of three stations. Station 

No. 1 located on Brighton Street and Station No. 2 located on Sierra College Drive 

and Station No. 5 located at 201 Providence Mine, Nevada City. Today the 

Department has 29 career personnel and provides protection to the 5 square miles 

of the City of Grass Valley as well as the City of Nevada City and outlying portions 

of Western Nevada County. 



GRASS VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

GRASS VALLEY today has one of the best organized volunteer 
fire departments in the.State, Its efficiency has been proven 
upon many occasions and with our excellent water system 
Grass Valley is as well protected from the ravages of the 
Fire King as any city on the Coast. 

The first fire organization was a hook and ladder company formed in 
1853, before the town had suffered from a conflagration. This company 
existed for about a year and made a parade in uniform in October, 1854, 
"The first Board of Trustees passed an ordinance on July 3, 1855, which 
required the occupant of every house to keep on hand a vessel containing 
.at least fifty gallons of water and four fire buckets for each story of his 
house. 

The first regular fire company organized under the law was fonned 
Juue 7, 1858, and known as the Grass Valley Fire Hook and Ladder 
Company. Its first officers were: S. M. Smith, foreman; J. J. Dorsey, 
first assistant foreman; C. R. Edwards, second assistant; E. C. Cheek, 
secretary, and G. A Montgomery, treasurer. The company used a 
building on the corner of Main and School Streets, tendered them by 
A. B. Dibble. This company did good work and was reorganized Jnne 17, 
186r into Protection Hose Co. No. 1. It was proposed shortly before 
this to organize a hook and ladder company, the new organization to 
take the apparatus of the former company. This was done and a fire 
department was formed, and Union Hook and Ladder Company was 
formed with N. C. Hammersmith as foreman, John Blake, assistant 
foreman; Chas. Glassen, president; Sol. Crown, treasurer. Hammer 
stuith soon afterwards decamped with $200 of the companies funds and 
the organization disbanded. The officers of Protection Hose Company 
were:-S. D. Leavitt, foreman; G. Hamilton, first assistant; T. J. Cook, 
second assistant; J.M. Days, secretary; H. Silvester, treasurer. 
In March, 1863, Eureka Hose Company, No. 2 was organized with 

Schenck Glass, foreman; C. R. Clarke, first assistant; Tobu Blake, second 
assistant. This company disbanded the same year. On August 25, 1863, 

Tiger Hook, Ladder and Bucket Company, No. 1, was organized as an 
independent company, but soon after joined the department. The old 
engine house of the department was destroyed by fire on June 11, 1862, 
and two lots were purchased from W. S. Byrne and Sam Hodge ou Main 
Street, the present engine house, used also as a city hall, being erected 
the following year, The first meeting held in the new house was on 
March 2, 1863. 

Eagle Hose Company, No. 2, was organized July 18, 1866, and its first 
officers were:-John R. Crocker, foreman; E. R. West, first assistant; 
John W. Hobby, second assistant; C. E. Davis, president; George 
Murphy, secretary; Peter Brunstetter, treasurer. 

The present department is composed of three companies, Protection, 
No. 1, Eagle, No. 2, and Reliance, No. 3. The cnts of Protection and 
Eagle companies appear in this edition. 

The following are the officers of Protection, No. 1: President, ,v. 
H. Morgan; secretary, Henry Daniels; treasurer, Wm. Curtis ; fore 
man, John F. Buckett; first assistant, B. A. Van Slyke; second assistant, 
A. J. Bovey. Members:-]. P. Miller, Oscar Klein, F. A. Campbell, 
John Frank, C. J. Miller, Wm. Freeman, James Lucas, W. H. Morgall, 
H. Daniels, John F. Buckett, John Aver, W. D. Paynter, Wm. Curtis, 
Chas. Dahlgren, S. J. Kinsman, B. A. Van Slyke, Frank E. Dennen, 
Wm. Provis, B. F. Schwartz, Theo. A. Kohler, D. S. Collins, A. J. Bovey, 
C. Temby, Jr., Wm. Heurici, Wm. Simmons. 

The officers of Eagle Hose Company are as follows: President, 
S. R. Wilder; secretary, Geo. A. Wanamake; treasurer, W. G. Lord; 
foreman, Samuel Blight; first assistant, James Stead; second assistant, 
Alex. Chesneau. Members:-S. R. Wilder, Geo. A. Wanamake, W. G. 
Lord, L. C. Snyder, John Lucas, Geo. Wettereau, W. G. Frank, James 
Hosking, James Stead, G. W. Hobby,John Hocking, Adolph Ruck,Joseph 
Hall, Thomas F. Collins, C E. Uren, M. Shewbridge, Alex. Chesueau, 
John H. Pascoe, Samuel Blight, Angello Mazza, Richard Ford, James 
Jenkins, Wm. Ruck, Wm. Pascoe . 
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Fire Department, Attention ! 
Tb memb 1.s of the Firt3 Depart 

morut · 1 -r u stcd to m t ~tt -th i,• 
resp.: tive ompany' · h u , 1 }[cm- 0 
day, ny 30, (De sorati ,n Day), <1t 

cme 'cl k p. m. Ea h mpa'ny will ~ 
ftlport ,at 1 :30 p. m. at Pr t t..ii n 1 
:Ho \' h re th , 

p. 
n. 

Fo mo n }:agle Ifose C 
J. L. RULE 
F reman R iliance Hose 

IDI. TIER.:r • Y. 
Foreman Defiance II~ Co. 

a 
1 

) 
DECORATION DAY FIRE HOSE COMPANIES 1898.___-~ 
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MAP 

Imaqe 1 of Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Grass Valley, 
Nevada County, California. 
Image provided by: Library of Congress, Washington, DC 

Link to the full image: https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4364gm.g4364gm_g005731912/?sp=1 
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News 
l;v -½)I ancestry· 

The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) · 5 Dec 1900, wed • Page 3 
Printed on Mar 25, 2024 

FIREMEN ELECTIONS. 
• i 1 Protection and Eagle Hose Compan1e3 

Chose Officers. 

On Monday night Protection Hose 
Co m pan y ;-,,o. 1 held a meeting an d t 

n Pler.:tecl the following named orncers 
for the ensuing year: President, John 
Glasson: Foreman, B. Vari Slyke ; . 

: First Assistant Foreman, John Frank; ., 
t ! Second Assistant Foreman, 'i'\". D. ' t 

; Paynter; Secretary, C. J .•. 1iller. 
There was no election of a Treasur- , 

er to succeed S. J. Kinsman. who holds 
the office, and an effort will be maJe 

,t 

s .. I. 
to prevai l upon him to retain it. 
The fire delegates chosen are: 

Y i Kinsman. J. P. Miller and T. A. 
"'/ ler. l\"o nominations were made fol', 

; the office of Chief Engineer of the De· n 
. , partment, this action being postpoue-l , i 

3• 
111nt1, Friday night. December ,th. '\ 

Eagle Hose Company No. 2. t 
r I E:agle Hose Company f>lf'cted ofticers 

! la,;t night as follows: Presldeut. L. C 

1 Snyder; Foreman, Thomas H. \Vil-; • 
'~ i Iiams: First Assistant Fdl'<·man,: 
· j Adolph Ruck; Second Assistant Fore- ! , 
c i man. E'. E. Simmons; Secretary o-s.: 
'J I A .. \Vanaiuake; Treasure!". ,·,. G. Lord. I I Fire delegates: L. C. Snyder, Geo. A. I 

! Wanauiake and \V. G. Lord. I 
s I Samuel Blight was nominated for ! t 
.. 1 the office of Chief Engineer. ;- 
•. ! Reliance Hose Company, No 3 will I f 

I hold an election tonight and Defiance I t 
! No. -I wil meet tomorrow night, to [ t 

a ; elect officers and make a nomination If 
' ' ! .: I fo1· Chief. : 1 

HOSE COMPANIES 1900 
Clipped By: 

seniorphotomoment 
Tue, Feb 13, 2024 
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News, ,,· 
1:., -½)lancest'l~· 

The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) · 12 Sep 1902, Fri · Page 3 
Printed on Mar 25, 2024 

Cit lerk H rris reponted that J". M 
f Lake nan had deeded to t.he city th,e 

r piec of gr und on, w'h i h the d 
dtt ion to Eagle Ho e Company s head 

~ l qu rt er had b-e e n built. In recognition 
ot his public ntrtt a vote of thanks 
was tendered him. 

EAGLE HOSE COMPANY 1902 
r:il Clipped By: 

seniorphotomoment 
Tue, Mar 5, 2024 

Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. 
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News, , 
~,, <f}I ancestry· 

The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) • 4 Oct 1911, W:!d • Page 2 

Printed on Mar 25, 2024 

'r ! • 

'I I ~AGLE HOSE CO. 
! ADO NEW MEMBERS • ~ 
i~ 
i 
~ 

t 
t 
t 
~ 
I • ~ 

------------ 

---- 
Social Session Held After the 

Routine Business Was 
Over Last Night. 

I T'lie 
i I ga inerl f11ur in mernbershtp last night, 

a : Eagle l-fosc.>. Coru pa ny taking four new 

J l Li r e-rne n into their company. It was 

tile reg-11br mo n th l y m cc-t.i ng and after 
the routine business hu d bve n disposed 

Gra ss Va l lev Fir ... D.·11artment 

or a social :,p:-;siun followed .. 
It has been the custom of Ea gle • •· j Htisc• co m nanv to h.t v e social sr-salons 

., •
1 
« u i tc fre11uc·ntlv anrl in this manner ~ . . 
k ·C-p up i nt or-c st in the company a no 

l t h« ~o,,d t im e last night was the firs: j since the xu m m e-r sc-ason. Fro1n now 
f I o n there will be no lack of interest i.11 

! I the· rn es-t lugx «s t ho rc is const.Ierablc . ' 

I
• i g,1,,,1 talant ;11111Jt1~ th(~ men1bo-'r~ and 

i r-xcvl len t prog rru ,s n re t h e result. 
I - -- - . 

- - 

EAGLE HOSE COMPANY 1911 
Clipped By: 

seniorphotomoment 
Tue, Mar 5, 2024 
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News 
,,. c.½)jancest?y 

The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) • 31 Dec 1905, Sun • Page 4 

Printed on Mar 25, 2024 

Hl::U> THE FIRE LADDIES. 

G fl.\:-.· wi r l: 
\".\I ,E Y rin .. nli•IJ want ; ) -r n:': tht• rw·Y ,., ,n· I , 

h-·t.·I' f~l1·iliii1•..: nr l'•"'aihillg- th1 !--t'•'!V' j-,r :\I 
i, t h- Ir f•(r .. rt., ii~ i r n-: ·,i.:-=•• t}p,i}· •. fn-1 ;, 

j l1 
;d,• •ril.1,·d 1,, lh1• h-·•:1ny ~Hi f .. t t 111· th .. p,•11- ( l 

1•!•·. TL·~ ,\·,. 1r-p;11·, .. ,t 1i111,•r :1 ,-,i1,y .,r , .. 11i,·!1 "·' ... 

s-·,t11i ... lh j 111 "i'• r·:.i,dl > .-..'1"?•i:1y, I] •l :"J • ,,py- 11( whic-h 

!,,. 

·un, :·; ,;, ,.r, f,11:.'1 111·· ,J, ~1r,· -.f tli•1 th'•'Il dl i•"'I 

" . · ' ·. · r I . 1 !i . , ,. . . n,. 1't'1•·1' '•!lLPll~t·'d. ifi(• '11..::1 lJ \\' 1!1 1 t_: 

\ ;lJ . !..;.:.!: , _, 11t -~ l ,111.-,. T11• ,·i~~- tni:--tl', ... : ~U.!r• ,. t11 i ~ 
; .i:, •i. ,,f t .ti 1 ,. 11 :1.1 1,r,""·} .. rt y •1\\"lh.,,r:-= :1r,' i 
: .;\, .j ~II • ,111:1·•),q·,. t h. llltqp•~: 'i•; l· •l · .. t" ~hn J•Ur, }1rl~" I !1 

I II 
1·,-,•·• ·11 pLll. ,J. T1,1:-: l•·{I••!" h:l~ if-'~• id r,,f, .. ,·r•n1·•· tn t'r,1• 

1·l(t1•1 ·111,i :-: 

·i•·• n;· ,' 

TJ.i0 

I' 
n,,fi 1n,·•· h'l~•· , 111n• ! ;; 

if ti?•' t·it \' \\ rt l !llt·•·i · I 
t?--r> !!' ·tllh·:..: of U•·"", 1· 

f!tt· 1 1111t•y t,, I a· ,·l·:1~f• th•• :,nirnal. 
Tl,. "'"'.'"'' ,.,,,,"1,1 h•• ,i,····•i ,q .. ,11 at .. n, ,, T:wr•• 1 ... 

\i!• I ,1i",t 

;1f•• •'\••!!!..I 

.,,·ill dir .. ,·lly b, :nptit y,·ql If thl't:>,, llnr:-:e·~ 
c.1 I t h-un 1,th,•1 f;. T'ro\·j.J,~ (,11· t h« d1a1H!:f'1.a 

1 • • ·1•.· i h~· : 1 •· 11111·, h:1~i:· 11f t ll ~ ar.;111~li!-'.. 
·:" ; .... \\ iii 1,. n?h• nf t!'t" l ,(•~r in,·1•:-:tr~~rt:-: Th, .. rlty ha::- 

J> 
r 
J, 

-::1.. Ir ~h1111i,i n•it h-• '.;•·1·,~-.: ... .._11y f,,r 1 ~i 

•• i..:; .. ,, .~n.\ pl"uJ1t ... -rt.· h,tJ,1, r .u,d t:•Xplni:1 1IJ11t I:: 
t,,., k" ~P hi:,,: bt•J,,,Hrin~r.i f1·n1n di••s1 ru,·l itin. 'rlH~ h 

~, 11 \\Ji,,,,• ~ t h"ll:0:t• k1111',,\-:--. llif;- and \\h '11 1rih! 11f th," !! 

, __ ,...:ity nl IllJki,ng 1he ~t1it·•:11,-•11t t>ffwiPnl 

ti 

~ • · •. •1:),, f,,• i •, :.:I~ }111-:,1 1·111lli nny :tntl ,,Ji,'l- f,1r DPfi•1111•f" " 

!!, .. ,. · nrH1 d,.:.. f 1,, 11,,r lr--r th,~ .1in·n1• 11 hff'-"t..• t•• hl'.~ f1):'" ,, 

n 
I 

ll 
I, 
it 
\\ 

b 
t\ 
i, 

l'isk JifP an,! li1111J in the 
J••·rfnrni.ii ,1f dut~· unn ,,•;11·do?d i-::\Vt.." hy th,-. \ 011,!.;f·inui-:• 
1:._:....-~ tli.l1 t1·~y :lr-,· ,foing- what UH•:,: ('011~ide1· H dut~·. 

{r ,, ,q1J,: ,·q 1- .. -. haf\ !HJ !ic..·:---· u, antkipat(" tht~ :-it·11dln~ 
r,ut ,,f L,1, ..... 1 t1,·-r~ :c..:.kin:-r 1,...1c hl'lp und l" rnakt.• \'tllUn• 

t:~1\· 1•11•11rit,u~i ·:""C; ,,, !he J 1111d. ~hnw th<· flt'l'lllt->11 tlla 
\'till ap1 •·1..,.:i•H·1 1i~•·P1 :-tn•I ..:;1i11uld o.:.•,•aJ-ikn1 arh-•e tlH·Y \\"ill • 
,g.,·~- y, u . burid; 1:1 10a:--on ·u, hp thnnl,ful 1ll:u Y(1tl l'.'-une ,

1 
tn t h, .. ir ,t:--~i3LHl1 f'•. 

EAGLE HOSE COMPANY 1905 
Clipped By: 

seniorphotomoment 
Tue, Mar 5, 2024 
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News 
,,. c¼)lanccstry- 

The Morning Union (Grass Valley, California) · 5 Dec 1900, Wed · Page 3 
Printed on Mar 25, 2024 

FIREMEN ELECTIONS. 
I 
i 1 Protection and Eagle Hose Companie3 

Chose Officers. 

On Monday night Protection Hose 
Co rup an v No. 1 held a m e e t l n g an d t 

n 1:'lected the following named officers 
for the ensuing year : President, John 
Glasson: Foreman, B. Van Sry ke : , 

: Ff rst Assistant Foreman, John Frank; 
t ! Second Assistant Foreman, w. D. ' t 

: Paynter; Secretary, C. J .•. Hiler. 
I , There was no election of a Treasm·· , 
i er to succeed S. J. Kinsman, who holds· 
the office, and an effort will be made 
to prevail upon him to retain it. • t 
The fire delegates chosen are: S . .J. l 

Y Kinsman .. J. P. Miller and T. A. Koh- t 
O' 

ler. No nominations were made for ; J 
1 the office of Chief Engineer of the D.:· 

. , partment, this action being post pou e-I Ii 
• 1 

1111 t1, Friday night. De ce m be r i th. ' ' 
Eagle Hose Company No. 2. , t 

r / Eagle Hose Company f'lf'<:ted officers l 
! last night as follows: President, L. C" l 

1 Snyder; Foreman, Thomas H. \Vil·· 
-~ i Iiams: First Assistant F.ir(•man, '· I Adolph Ruck; Second Assistant Fore- , 
c I man. E'. E. Simmons; Serretary Geo. 
'J ! A. Wanariia ke : Treasurer, ,-.·. G. Lord. i Fire delegates: L. C. Snyder, Geo. A. J 

i Wauatuake am! \V. G. Lord. I 
s 1· Samuel IJlight was nominated for : t 
,. the office of Chief Engineer. ;- 
•. ! Reliance Hose Com~)an.)'. No 3 will If 

! hold an election tonight and Defiance It 
! No. 4 wil meet tomorrow night, to It 

a j elect officers and make a nomination If 
~: j for Chief. i 
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IPLAOE SELEGJED !OR 1 

· NEW flHE ALARM BOX 1 

Th n \ fir alarm box t b pur- 
cha d by H 3 m p rry ,vill,t! 
b Inata.Il t the inter ctt n f 
Ma "d n lane' and Washingt n treet 
and '\ ~ill be numb red 91. T.h s l c- 

l ti n is a g od ne for h r id en ts of 
· Wa hington str et hill arid tctnit , as 
th fir alarm b XE.1'3 in tl;.l t neighbor 
ho d are far apart. 
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r, 
:,., 

Grass Valley .,IJ'lirC~l .. Al~rm 
Box 

2-A ubur n and Neal Streets. 
3-Auhurn and Race Street .... 
4~l\1ill and Rhode Island Ste. 
5-School and Neal Streets. 

12-Co,rner Main and ?\fill Streets. 
13-1\Till and XEal Streets. 
14-Church and Walsh Streets. 
21-Maid,en Lane and \Va.shlngton 

Street. 
?.3-Bennett and Henderson St ...... 

l I·~ -1-1\.1:ain and Bennett Streets. 
31-EmpJre and Auburn Streets .. 
-11-Church and Chapel Street.s. 
42-Walsh and Pleasant Ste .. 
3-Fren.ch Ave. and Brighton St. 

51-1\Iain and Alta St.:eets. 
52-Church and Richardson Sta. 
63-Cor. Auburn and Chester St. 

- ) 
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