
Text Amendment(s) Recommendation to the City Council:

List Retail Cannabis in Table 30-512

Co-list Definition of Cannabis Retail Businesses in 30-421

Update R-1 and R-2 Driveway Surfacing Standards

September 3, 2026
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Amend 30-512 Table 1 (Permitted Uses) to List Retail Licensed Cannabis as a permitted use in CBD 
and GB zoning consistent with 14-187(a):

Retail licensed cannabis businesses shall be located in Central Business District, General 
Business, or Shoreland General Business zoning districts as defined in the City of Grand 
Rapids Zoning ordinance. 
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30-512 Table 1 Permitted Uses:

Grand Rapids Planning Commission Meeting



Amend 30-421 Table (Definitions) to co-list the definition of Cannabis Retail Businesses from 14-
185(e) Definitions:

A retail location and the retail locations(s) of mezzobusinesses with a retail operations 

endorsement, microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, medical combination 

businesses operating a retail location, excluding lower-potency hemp edible retailers. 
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30-421 Definitions:
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Amend 30-597 Driveway and Surface Parking Standards (For Single and Two-Family Residential Uses) 
to include language on surfacing consistent with other sections of the Municipal Code: 

(f) Surfacing. Newly constructed or expanded driveways and parking areas shall be paved 

with a concrete or bituminous surface unless another surfacing material is approved by the 

city engineer.
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Amend 30-597 Driveway and Surface Parking Standards (For Single and Two-Family Residential Uses) 
to include language on surfacing consistent with other sections of the Municipal Code: 

30-597 Driveway And Surface Parking Standards (For Single And Two-Family Residential Uses)

(a) Permit requirements. Unless having been issued a building permit for new residential home construction, all new driveway construction, re-construction or alteration, driveway extensions or parking
area construction for vehicles and equipment stored outside must file and receive zoning permit approval by the zoning administrator or their designee.

(b) Surface parking and driveways in RR, SRR, R-1, SR-1, R-1a, SR-1a, R-2 and SR-2 districts. Surface parking shall not be permitted within the setbacks required for accessory buildings (refer to Table
2-B in section 30-512) except within a normal driveway area.

(c) Maximum width. Residential lots are allowed one driveway with a maximum width of 24 feet at the property line and 36 feet within the lot. Loop or U-shaped driveways are permitted at the
discretion of the city engineer or other authorized agent, so long as the total driveway width at the property line does not exceed 24 feet (example: width of 12 feet at the property line for each access
point).

(d) Vehicular turn-around. One 12-foot by 20-foot hard surfaced area for vehicular turn-around purposes adjacent to the driveway shall be permitted in the front yard. The vehicular turn-around is in
addition to the maximum requirement for driveway width within the property, but is not allowed to be built in such a way that would exceed the driveway width at the property line of 24 feet.

(e) Parking area. One 400-square-foot hard surfaced area adjacent to a garage or driveway for parking purposes shall be permitted. Such area shall not be located in front of the living area of the
dwelling. The parking area is in addition to the maximum requirement for driveway width within the property, but is not allowed to be built in such a way that would exceed the driveway width at the
property line of 24 feet.
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https://grandrapids.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinancesname=30-597_Driveway_And_Surface_Parking_Standards_(For_Single_And_Two-Family_Residential_Uses)


Amend 30-597 Driveway and Surface Parking Standards (For Single and Two-Family Residential Uses) 
to include language on surfacing consistent with other sections of the Municipal Code: 

30-596 Parking Lot Design And Maintenance Standards

(d) Surfacing. All parking lots other than for a single- or two-family residential use shall be paved with a concrete 

or bituminous surface in accordance with standards as established by the city. Permeable pavement or pavers are 

acceptable surfacing materials when approved by the city engineer and installed according to manufacturer's specifications to 

achieve the desirable permeability. All parking spaces shall be striped (four- inch width minimum) with suitable paint in 

accordance with approved plans. 
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Amend 30-597 Driveway and Surface Parking Standards (For Single and Two-Family Residential Uses) 
to include language on surfacing consistent with other sections of the Municipal Code: 

Rationale: Driveways that are not a paved surface (concrete or bituminous) consistently 

cause erosion and sediment issues in City right-of-way. Impacts to roadways, storm sewer 

system and public waters are significant. Additional maintenance and cleanup causes a 

strain on City staff and impacts compliance with the MS4 permit from the MPCA.
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Amend 30-597 Driveway and Surface Parking Standards (For Single and Two-Family Residential Uses) 
to include language on surfacing consistent with other sections of the Municipal Code: 

The City of Grand Rapids is required by the MPCA to be permitted under the MS4 
permit. One of the requirements of the permit relates to Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination into the stormwater system. The MPCA defines an illicit discharge as “any 
discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) or waterbody that is not 
composed entirely of stormwater.” Sediment, which enters the storm sewer from a 
driveway, is a pollutant that clouds water and harms aquatic life. The City is responsible 
to identify and eliminate these pollutants where feasible and the proposed ordinance 
changes address these sources. Further information can be found at the MPCA’s 
website: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/stormwater-permitting
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Amend 30-597 Driveway and Surface Parking Standards (For Single and Two-Family Residential Uses) 
to include language on surfacing consistent with other sections of the Municipal Code: 
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Public Hearing

Grand Rapids Planning Commission Meeting

Planning Commission Text 

Amendment Considerations:



Questions?
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