And.

Children’s in May

...we’re off and running! Welcome to Summer 2025. Some highlights

of the Merry Month of May:

T

First, that was some turnout at the County Board meeting. I’'m not
good at the waiting game, but I’'m ready to set this down for a bit
and let our elected officials do their jobs.

. We have a new book jobber! After months of frustration with Baker

and Taylor, we have made the switch to Ingram. Not only does it
seem to be less expensive overall, but they have the books I'm
looking for! My first order to Ingram was for over 100 books that |
couldn’t get through Baker & Taylor.

. Online Storytime filmed the themes of: Flowers, Be Safe, Kindness,

Ice Cream, Ocean and Fish. (I’'m looking at this list and realizing
that | might be looking forward to summer!)

. Page Turners Book Club met for the last time this school year; they

will start their summer session in June.

. | spent one entire day visiting all 7 Kindergarten classes at West

Elementary. | did a 20-minute Storytime for each class, talked
about the library, and distributed Summer Reading materials. It
was exhilarating. It was exhausting.

. Our Summer Reading Program officially started May 19. Activity

cards are flying out the door.

. | visited with the Grand Rapids Area Library Foundation at their May

meeting. | was able to update them on the status of the Joint
Powers agreement, and fill them in on some summer programming.

Happy Reading!



Monthly Report - Overview for May 2025

Locations on this report: Grand Rapids Area Library
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Description

Requests Resolved

Description
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Bib Delta
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Grand Rapids Area Library

Reference Statistics

May 2025

May
Door Count 4,935
Reference Questions 131
Computer Help Over 5 Minutes 20
Tests Proctored 1
Public Computer Use: Sessions 202
Public Computer Use: Hours 162
Special Computer Sessions 107

Passports Accepted 112

YTD 2025

26,009

773

86

1,093

1,000

557

590
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GRAL Children’s Library Monthly Statistics

May 2025

Online Storytime Artastic
Programs: 5 : Programs: 0
Facebook plays: 1557* Facebook plays: 0
YouTube views: 154 YouTube views: 0
Total views: 1711 Total views: 0

Kits handed out: 0

05/06  Book Time 31
05/12  Page Turners 5
05/13  Book Time 25
05/20 Book Time 38

Total Programs: 4 People: 99
Book Times : 3 People: 94
Library Programs: 1 People: 5

Class Visit: 1 group People: 11
. RJEMS SPED: 11

Reference Questions 2025: 307
Reference Questions 2024: 498

*The Meta platform has changed how they calculate Facebook viewer metric. They have changed views
to plays.
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GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY: 2025 Volunteer Report

FAt 3:::::“3 SSXJZteers rind s II;:‘?;:L!; t::::st?;tion

#Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | # Vol | Hours
January 27 160.75 | 3 90.50 |7 27.00 |9 85.75 |2 5.00 30 251.25
February 36 157.50 | 4 57.25 |8 28.00 |8 56.25 |10 14.00 | 40 214.75
March 30 167.75 | 4 70.00 (8 28.00 |9 70.50 |1 3.00 34 237.75
April 27 149.00 | 4 65.25 |8 28.00 |6 52.00 |1 3.00 31 214.25
May 35 163.25 | 4 94.00 (9 29.00 |8 89.75 |8 12.00 | 39 257.25
June 0.00
July 0.00
August 0.00
September 0.00
October 0.00
November 0.00
December 0.00
Total 798.25 377.00 140.00 354.25 37.00 | * 1,175.25




