Aprilin Children’s

Aprilis my last “quiet,” month, well, as quiet as it gets in Children’s. May
begins Summer Reading, and then we are flying fast until Summer
Celebration, in the middle of August. Some April highlights:

Online Storytime themes included: Baseball, Libraries, Good Morning!,
and Alphabet. We noticed a trend with our YouTube views a couple of
months ago: our views have dropped significantly. After some digging,
Dion learned that YouTube has changed its algorithm and it is negatively
affecting many, many, groups across the platform. We’ll see if they
change back, but, regardless, we are still being seen by hundreds of
people every month (as most of our views are daycares, with multiple
sets of small eyes on the screen), and that doesn’t include our ICTV
views. Our plan is to keep on keeping on. (Yesterday | was gifted a
beautiful wooden bead necklace strung on yarn. The young lady who
gave the beads to me said “Thank you for doing Online Storytime. | love
it.” Yes, we will keep filming...)

We had our last STEAM program of the year, in conjunction with the Bell
Museum. While they are raising rates beyond our ability to pay next
year, they have made an exception for our library, so more STEAM with
the Bell may be in our future.

| did my last KAXE reviews for the season. That will continue in
September.

Both Page Turners and Teen Book Club had invigorating book
discussions.

Our last Lego Club of the season resulted in lots of great art in
Children’s...come check it out!

Artastic kits are going out, and Grandma Nancy was here for filming last
week.

Hang on! Summer’s coming!

Happy Reading!



Monthly Report - Overview for Apr 2025

Locations on this report: Grand Rapids Area Library
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Grand Rapids Area Library
Reference Statistics

April 2025

April
Door Count 6,143
Reference Questions 209
Computer Help Over 5 Minutes 24
Tests Proctored 0
Public Computer Use: Sessions 228
Public Computer Use: Hours 231
Special Computer Sessions 151

Passports Accepted 117

YTD 2025
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GRAL Children’s Library Monthly Statistics

April 2025
Online Storytime Artastic
Programs: 4 Programs: 1
Facebook plays: 1000* Facebook plays: 30
YouTube views: 161 YouTube views: 192
Total views: 1061 Total views: 222

Kits handed out: 150

04/08 Book Time 51
04/09  Afterschool STEAM | 19
04/15 Book Time 29
04/22  Book Time 34
04/28  Lego Club 21
04/28  Page Turners 8
04/29  Book Time 36
04/30  Teen Book Club 6

Total Programs: 8  People: 204
Book Times : 4 People: 150
Library Programs: 4 People: 54

Class Visit: 3 groups People: 44
« RJEMS SPED: 13
« GRHS SPED: 14

. Lighthouse Academy: 17

Reference Questions 2025: 329
Reference Questions 2024: 429

*The Meta platform has changed how they calculate Facebook viewer metric. They have changed views
to plays.
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GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY: 2025 Volunteer Report

Morth | teers | Vatuntesrs | 108981 | cictl | Foundation

#Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours | #Vol | Hours
January 27 160.75 | 3 90.50 |7 27.00 |9 85.75 |2 5.00 30 251.25
February 36 157.50 | 4 57.25 |8 28.00 |8 56.25 |10 14.00 | 40 214.75
March 30 167.75 | 4 70.00 |8 28.00 |9 70.50 (1 3.00 34 237.75
April 27 149.00 | 4 65.25 |8 28.00 |6 52.00 |1 3.00 31 214.25
May 0.00
June 0.00
July 0.00
August 0.00
September 0.00
October 0.00
November 0.00
December 0.00
Total 635.00 283.00 111.00 264.50 25.00 | * 918.00




