Augustin Children’s

And that’s a wrap! Summer 2025 is in the books, and we are tired, but satisfied.
Some August highlights:

Our final tally for Summer Reading 2025 was 1,391 participants of all ages!
Online Storytime saw us filming Rabbits, and Not-So-Boring Sheep. We had
discussed the necessity of putting Online Storytime on hiatus until we had
final answers to our funding disaster for 2026, but have decided that we will
continue, for the time being. There are many people in this community who
count on Storytime, not only day care centers, but senior residences as well.
It’s a phenomenal outreach began during Covid, that now has an identity of its
own.

Page Turners and Teen Book Club met.

We had another wonderful concert with Will Sings Songs. He has an
astounding way of getting folks on their feet, dancing with joy. | agree
wholeheartedly with the patron who said, “This was the best show, ever!”

I was a guest at the Children’s Discovery Museum, and did a fun storytime
about books and libraries.

The numbers are in for Summer Celebration! We always use the number of
Kona Ices given away as our official Summer Celebration number. While a few
kids might have two, there are many people who don’t have any, so it feels like
a pretty even balance. This year we had 537 people at Summer Celebration!!
It was a glorious day, packed with happy people and beautiful weather. Thank
you for all your help...it truly couldn’t be done without you.

Artastic kits are currently being handed out. This will be Grandma Nancy
Mike-Johnson’s last Artastic program. She has volunteered her time doing 9
projects a year since we were closed for Covid. What we thought would be a
program for a handful of months became wildly popular with our patrons. We
hand out 150 art kits every month, and invite our patrons to follow along with
the tutorial. Thank you to Nancy for developing a program that patrons love,
and look forward to. Diana Magner will continue in Nancy’s footsteps starting
in October.

And now...a few months of calm. Happy Reading!
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Grand Rapids Area Library

Reference Statistics

Aug 2025
Aug
Door Count 5,843
Reference Questions 254
Computer Help Over 5 Minutes 15
Tests Proctored 1
Public Computer Use: Sessions 271
Public Computer Use: Hours 194
Special Computer Sessions 145

Passports Accepted 115
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GRAL Children’s Library Monthly Statistics

August 2025
Online Storytime Artastic
Programs: 4 Programs: 1
Facebook plays: 929 Facebook plays: 280
YouTube views: 81* YouTube views: 15
Total views: 1010 Kits handed out: 150

Total views: 265

08/1 Lego Club 15
08/5 Will Sings Songs 52
08/6 Book Club 6
08/11 Page Turners 6
07/13 Summer Celebration™® 537

Total Programs: S People: 616
Book Times :0 People:0
Library Programs:5 People: 616

Tracy was a guest at the Children’s Discovery Museum she read to 30 kids.

Reference Questions 2025: 454

Reference Questions 2024: 534

*The YouTube algorithm has changed shifting focus from traditional metrics to
personalized user engagement and satisfaction.

*Based on the Kona Ice cups given out.
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