BY JONATHAN RYAN
HERALD REVIEW

legislative session that

Minnesota lawmakers
amended their use of
| force policy in schools
that limits certain holds’
and restraints a respond-
| ing officer or other st
member may use on
students, causing some
police departments to
discontinue School Re-
source Officer (SRO) con-
tracts in some districts
around the state.

The amendment to the

use-of-force policy has be-

come a growing concern
as the new school year
begins and schools begin
looking for alternatives
to no longer having an
SRO present at school.
SROs are licensed
law enforcement officers !

whose primary responsi- .

bility is maintaining the
safety and security of the

schodl they are assigned

to. .
SROs not only help
many students and staff
feel safe/but act as a
deterrence to disruptions
throughout the school
year,

The state does not
tequire districts to have-
an SRO present, but dis-

tricts do haye the option .

to contract w1th alocal
law agency, to proyide
SROs and determine the
scope of their responsi-
bilities within the school,
and many schools do.
Locally, ISD 318 and

the Grand Rapids Police" \

Department (GRPD) will *
continue with their for-
mal agreement that has
existed for many years to
provide SROs to the local
schools in the area, and
Cohasset and BLgfork
schools will continue to
have the Itasca County
Sheriff as their law
enforcement presence.
ISD 318 Superintendent

During the 2023 state '
coricluded this past May,

to provide School Resource Of

School Resource Officers Norrls and Scot3 s de

partment pictures.
of Schools Matt, Grose

said that the long-gomg !

_partnership with GRPD
led to some early con-

versations that kept the |

SRO agreement in place
and GRPD Police Chief,
dy Morgan, told the

erald Review that his -

Local schools continue agreements
icers

.SUBMITTED PHOTO{

. department pnontlzes

the safety of our schools,
and the decision was not
difficult to cOntmue the
SRO agreement with ISL
318.
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