2022 Legislative Priorities

Minnesota Library Association (MLA)

To Support Lifelong Learners by Improving Minnesota Library and School Services

* By securing increased funding and a corresponding formula change for Minnesota’s regional public
library systems to provide the essential support needed by citizens, students and lifelong learners to
reach their educational, personal and professional goals. (SF1131 /HF1710)

~» By defining a school library media center and its staff, and by encouraging school districts to increase
student and classroom teacher access to licensed library media specialists. (SF1477/HF1856)

* By securing increased funding for the multicounty multitype systems, in particular for their work to
develop and support school media centers and their staff.

* By advocating for investment in infrastructure to repair, modernize, and construct public library
facilities to ensure safe, accessible and welcoming library spaces for Minnesotans. (HF337)

* By advocating for investment in public higher education facilities that improve access to library
resources and digital learning space.

To Expand Broadband and Digital Access to All Minnesotans

To Protect Intellectual Freedom and Equitable Access
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Invest in Minnesota’s
Regional Public Libraries

Support Funding for Minnesota Public Libraries SF 1131 /HF 1710

In early 2020, Minnesota libraries sprang into action, reinventing library services, loaning out internet
hotspots, providing contactless service and technology support, while maintaining traditional library services.
Public Libraries are playing a key role in economic recovery by partnering with state and local organizations
to support E-12 education/literacy and resources for Minnesota’s students, families and workforce.
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