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John Rothstein Variance Request

Grand Rapids First Division, ALL OF LOT 1 N 14’ OF W 20’ OF LOT 2 BLK 31

September 5, 2024

Grand Rapids Planning Commission Meeting



• Petitioners: John Rothstein

• Filing Date: August 12, 2024

• Requested Variances: The requested variance, if approved, would allow the existing non-conforming parcel to 
be split into two.  The variance would allow for a reduction in S/F in the Central Business District “CBD”.

• Relevant portions of Zoning Ordinance:  

• Section 30-512 Table 2A of the Municipal Code, which lists yard and bulk requirements for non-
shoreland zoning districts, specifically in CBD.

• Legally Described Property:

• Grand Rapids First Division, ALL OF LOT 1 N 15’ OF W 20’ OF LOT 2 BLK 31
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Variance Location:

Variance Request



Variance Request

Variance Details:

• Mr. Rothstein, the owner of 110 NW 5th Street, is proposing a variance to split part of his 

property to an existing business on-site.    

• As justification for the requested variance, the current parcel is an existing non-conforming 

parcel located in the CBD Zoning District.  The area needed to operate established businesses 

are currently less than the ordinance requirements. Allowing the parcel split would be 

consistent with the area S/F currently being used at the location.  



Summary of requested variance:

The proposed project would require the Planning Commission’s approval of one variance: 

1) Section 30-512 Table 2A of the Municipal Code, which lists District Development 

Regulations for Principal Structures, specifically where the Code establishes the minimum 

Gross Area and Area S/F Unit requirements in the CBD Zoning District. 

This variance would permit the proposed parcel split of approximately 2,000’ S/F for each 

parcel.  The current parcel is approximately 4,000’ S/F in size.

Grand Rapids Planning Commission Meeting

Variance Request



Grand Rapids Planning Commission Meeting

Variance Request

Comprehensive Plan: Goals & Objectives 

related to Economic Development 



Variance Request
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Variance Considerations:



Questions/Comments?
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