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2023-2028 Strategic Plan – annual review time! 



City of Grand Rapids proposed Climate Action Plan

• City Climate Action Advisory Committee 

recently drafted a proposed Climate Action Plan

• GRPU commitments in the Plan include:

• Continue to optimize the use of the Itasca Clean Energy Solar plus Battery 

Storage facility to shave peak electrical loads in the community

• Evaluate current and potential GRPU load management programs

• Provide additional education and environment content on the GRPU website 

for customers to learn about concepts and resources of climate resiliency

• Create capacity in a position to assist GRPU customers with various 

electrification projects such as solar, batteries, or EVs



City of Grand Rapids proposed Franchise Fees

• City program that will apply to all electric utilities w/in the City (GRPU, LCP, MP)

• GRPU has requested to meet w/ City staff on the implementation schedule of 

the Franchise Fees (anticipated week of Oct 7-11)

• Customer questions are being directed to the City Engineering Department



City of Grand Rapids IT services dissolution

• GRPU staff is working with KTI consultants who specialize in technology 

planning specifically for municipal utilities and electric cooperatives

• Consultants prepared a Technology Migration Planning Report following their 2-

day on-site meetings with GRPU staff and City IT staff

• Report identified needs and timing for infrastructure, application and personnel

• Report laid out a 12- to 15-month schedule and stressed “Success is more 

important and the timeline”

• GRPU requested to establish regular meetings starting in early October w/ City 

staff to review the proposed plan and ensure a smooth transition



Legionella update – national level federal requirements

• U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) Baseline Drinking Water Quality 
Tests started in 2024 on approximately 1,400 federally owned facilities

Phoenix.gov



Legionella update – state level legislative proposals

• NJ Bill aimed at preventing and controlling Legionnaires’ disease

SENATE, No. 2188 - STATE OF NEW JERSEY - 221st LEGISLATURE

Session 2024 – 2025, PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2024 SESSION

SYNOPSIS

Requires DEP, DOH, owners or operators of certain public water systems, and owners or operators of certain 

buildings to take certain actions to prevent and control cases of Legionnaires’ disease.



Legionella update – local level efforts

• MDH reported no Legionnaires’ cases in Grand Rapids 

during July or August

• Continue to conduct weekly testing for Legionella

• Standard sites and specific customer requests

• Continue to stress importance of customers’ role – the 

disinfection isn’t effective if it’s not getting through the 

building plumbing system

• Keep the hot water hot

• Keep the cold water cold

• Flush infrequently used showers and fixtures

• Congratulations to GRPU Water Operations Director 
Brett Dickie for receiving the AWWA Minnesota Section 
Operator’s Meritorious Service Award for 2024!!



Questions / Comments

Department Head Presentation

The next Regular Work Session is scheduled for Wednesday, October 9, 2024 at 8:00 AM in the conference room of 

the Public Works/Public Utilities Service Center at 500 SE 4th Street.

The next Regular Meeting of the Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, October 23, 2024 at 4:00 PM in the 

conference room of the Public Works/Public Utilities Service Center at 500 SE 4th Street. 

The next joint City Council / GRPU Commission meeting is TENTATIVELY scheduled for Wednesday, October 30, 2024 

at 4:30 PM in the conference room of the Public Works/Public Utilities Service Center at 500 SE 4th Street. 


