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American Library Association reports record

number of unique booktitles challenged in
2023
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Public Libraries Saw 92 Percent Increase In Number of Titles Targeted
for Censorship Over The Previous Year

CHICAGO -The number of titles torgeted for censorship surged 65 percent in2023

compored to2022, reoching the highest levels ever documented by the Americon

Librory Associotion (ALA). The new numbers releosed todoy show efforts to censor

4,240 unique book titles* in schools ond librories. This tops the previous high from

2022, when 2,571 unique titles were torgeted for censorship.

ALA s Office for lntellectuol Freedom documented 1,247 demonds to censor librory

books, moteriols, ond resources in2023. Four key trends emerged from the doto

gothered f rom2023 censorship reports:

. Pressure groups in2023 focused on public librories in oddition to torgeting school

librories. The number of titles torgeted for censorship ot public librories increosed

by 92 percent over the previous yeor; school librories sow on 1 1 percent increose.

. Groups ond individuols demonding the censorship of multiple titles, often dozens

or hundreds ot o time, drove this surge.

.lltles representing the voices ond lived experiences of LGBTQIA+ ond BIPOC

individuols mode up 47 percent of those torgeted in censorship ottempts.

. There were ottempts to censor more thon 'l 00 titles in eoch of these 1 7 stotes:

Colorodo, Connecticut, Florido, ldoho, lllinois, lowo, Kentucky, Morylond, Missouri,

North Corolino, Ohio, Pennsylvonio, Tennessee, Texos, Utoh, Virginio, ond

Wisco n sin.

"The reports from librorions ond educotors in the field moke it cleor thot the orgonized

compoigns to bon books oren't over, ond thot we must oll stond together to preserve

our right to choose whot we reod," soid Deboroh Coldwell-Stone, director of ALA s

Office for lntellectuol Freedom. "Eoch demond to bon o book is o demond to deny

eoch person's constitutionolly protected right to choose ond reod books thot roise

importont issues ond lift up the voices of those who ore often silenced' By joining

initiotives like Unite Agoinst Book Bons ond other orgonizotions thot support librories

ond schools, we con end this ottock on essentiol community institutions ond our civil

liberties."

ALA will unveil its highly onticipoted list of the top i 0 most chollenged books In the

U.S. on lvlondoy, April 8, which is Right to Reod Doy of Notionol Librory Week, olong



"Every chollenge to o librory book is on ottock on our freedom to reod. The books

being torgeted ogoin focus on LGBTQ+ ond people of color. Our communities ond our

country ore stronger becouse of diversity. Librories thot reflect their communities'

diversity promote leorning ond empothy thot some people wont to hide or eliminote,"

soid ALA President Emily Drobinski. "Librories ore vitol institutions to eoch ond every

community in this country, ond librory professionols, who hove dedicoted their lives to
protecting our right to reod, ore focing threots to their employment ond well-being."

ln response to the surge of book chollenges ond efforts to restrict occess to

inform otio n, ALA lounched Unite oinst Book Bons, o notionol initiotive to empower

reoders everywhere to stond together in the fight ogoinst censorship. The coolition will

mork its second onniversory during Notionol Librory Week.

For more informotion obout ALA ond its intellectuol freedom efforts, visit

www.olo.org. For o breokdown for censorship chollenges by stote visit this heot mop_.

* ALA compiles doto on book chollenges from reports filed with its Office for
lntellectuol Freedom by librory professionols in the field ond from news stories

published throughout the United Stotes. Becouse mony book chollenges ore not

reported to the ALA or covered by the press, the 2023 doto compiled by ALA

represents only o snopshot of book censorship throughout the yeor. A chollenge to o

book moy be resolved in fovor of retoining the book in the collection, or it con result in

o book being restricted or withdrown from the librory.

About the Americon Librory Associotion

The Americon Librory Associotion (ALA) is the foremost notionol orgonizotion
providing resources to inspire librory ond informotion professionols to tronsform their

communities through essentiol progroms ond services. For more thon 140 yeors, the

ALA hos been the trusted voice for ocodemic, public, school, government ond speciol

librories, odvocoting for the profession ond the librory's role in enhoncing leorning ond

ensuring occess to informotion for oll. For more lnformotion, visit www.olo.org.
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