
January in Childrens

Usuallv mv January missive is filled with "Woe, me, I can't stand another day of this cold

and snow!" Not this year! While I am sad for the snow lovers, and especially for

businesses that rely on the snow and cold, l, personally, am enjoying living through

"what may, perhaps, be the mildest winter on record " You are welcome to remind me of

this joy next year when things will probably be back to normal.

Anyway, we had a great January in Children's! some highlights:

. Our Cohasset 4th graders had a lovelY visit, during which we talked about reading,

struggles with reading, and famous authors who struggled with reading. (Did you

know Patricia Polacco could not read until she was 14? And she didn't publish her

first book until she was in her 4O's? And she is now working on her TOth book? Did

you know that Dav Pilkey spent most of his second-grade year sitting alone in the

hallway because his teacher couldn't handle his ADHD? And that year he started

drawing Captain Underpants? And his teacher told him he would never amount to

anything'drawing his little comics?" Well, umm, his Dog Man series alone has

sold well over 60 million copies. He's doing okay.)

. Lego club had 3o-ish builders join us this month.

o Page Turners (book club for kids 8-12) met this month, as did our Teen Book Club'

For Teen Book club we read the book "Peak" by Roland Smith, a story of a boy

climbing Mt. Everest.

. We have had to pivot a bit on online Storytime, as Teacher Missy is unable to be

with us for a while. Gramma Pat (Pat Fideldy) has graciously agreed to fill Missy's

shoes until Missy can return. Gramma Pat has already filmed her first three

shows, Sledding, Winter Birds, and Snow

. Book Time, our partnership program with ECFE, continues to be a verY important

part of our Tuesdays.

. We enjoyed ourfirstSteam program in conjunction with the Bell Museum lenny

Behm is our local Bell Museum educator, and this month she presented a great

project on chromatography, or how colors separate

. I spent a lot of time on the radio this month. We taped my normal book review

piece earlier in the month, and then we taped another piece about the challenges

involved in getting kids to continue to read My interview with Kate DiCamillo ran,

and, finallv we taped a segment about Newbery Monday (eep!) (the American

Library Associatjon Youth Media Awards)and my reaction to the winners

Happy Reading l



Monthly Repont - Overview fo? )an 2024

Locations on this nepont: Gnand Rapids Area Library
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Grand Rapids Area Library

Reference Statistics

January 2024

Door Gount

Reference Questions 199

Gomputer Help Over 5 Minutes 22

oTests Proctored

Public Gomputer Use: Sessions 174

Public Gomputer Use: Hours 149

Special Gomputer Sessions 113

Passports Accepted 116

January
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GRAL Children's Library Monthly Statistics
January 2024

Online Storytime

Programs: 4

Facebook views: 295

YouTube views: 522

Total views: 817

1/08
1109

l/1r
U16
1lt7
Il23
U30
v3l

Book Times : 4

Library Programs: 4

Artastic

Programs: 1

Facebook views:250

YouTube views: 50

Total views: 300

Kits handed out: 150

Programs: Date Name of Pro ram Number ofpeonle

Page Tumers
Book Time
Lego Club
Book Time
Afterschool STEAM
Book Time
Book Time
Teen Book Club

People: 49
People:79

6

l0
30
l1
38
16
t2

5

Total Programs: 8 PeoPle: 128

Class Visit: I groups PeoPle: 46
o Cohasset Fourth Grade: 46

Reference Questions 2024: 431

Reference Questions 20232 403
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GRAND RAPIDS AREA tIBRARY:2024 Volunteer Report

Month
Regulol

Volunleers
RSVP

Volunteers
Librory Boord

Iibrory
trlends

ubrory
toundollon

# Vol Hours # Vol H ours # Vol Hours # Vol H ours # Vol Hours # Vol H ours

Jonuory
tebruory
Morch
April
,rioy
June
July
Augusl
Seplembel
Oclober
November
Decembel

22 141 .7 5 8 I 0l .25 7 7 .OO 8 43.25 I 8.00 243.50
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00

Tolol 141 .7 5 l0l .75 7.00 43.25 8.00 243.50

TotolTolol


