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• Petitioners: Peter and Cythia Lyman, 1108 McGuire Lane, Grand Rapids .

• Filing Date: May 14, 2025

• Requested Variance and Relevant portions of Zoning Ordinance:  Peter and Cynthia Lyman have 
requested the Planning Commission’s consideration of one variance from Section 30-563(a)2(b) which 
limits the combined area of accessory buildings to a maximum of 1,500 sq. ft. on R-1 zoned lots that 
have an area equal to or more than 15,000 sq. ft. 

• The current area of accessory space on the lot is 1,528 sq. ft., permitted through a variance previously 
granted by the Planning Commission in 2014.  The requested variance if approved would allow for the 
addition of an 11’x16’ (176 sq. ft.) detached accessory building to the property. 

• Legally Described Property:

• Lot 14, Block 1, Oak Park Heights

Grand Rapids Planning Commission Meeting

Variance Request



Subject property:

• 33,708 sq. ft.

• Current Zoning Designation: 

R-1 (Single-Family 

Residential)
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• Existing 576 sq. ft. 
attached garage.

• Existing 952 sq. ft. 
detached garage, 
permitted through a 
variance granted in 
2014.  Total current 
area = 1,528 sq. ft.

• Variance would allow 
for a 176 sq. ft. 
accessory building, 
which would bring the 
total 1,704 sq. ft.  
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Objectives related 
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The placement or construction of the proposed 11’x16’ accessory building 
on the subject property, would require the Planning Commission’s approval 
of one variance; 

1. From Section 30-563(a)2(b) which limits the combined area 
of accessory space to a maximum of 1,500 sq. ft. on R-1 
zoned lots that have an area equal to or more than 15,000 
sq. ft.

a) The variance request would allow, in combination with 
a previously granted 2014 variance of 28 sq. ft., an 
additional 178 sq. ft. of accessory space, bringing the 
total permitted to 1,704 sq. ft. 
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Variance Considerations:



Questions/Comments?
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