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On January 8, 2024, the City Council authorized the conveyance of property to the Grand
Rapids Economic Development Authority (GREDA) generally located between 15 and 2™
Avenues W and adjacent to the north side of the railroad. The (Property) is legally described
as:

* lots 5 and 8 less the North one foot (1') and all of lots 6-7, Block 36, Grand Rapids First Division according to the
plat thereof on file in the office of the Register of Deeds, Itasca County, Minnesota; AND

»  The North twenty-one feet (21°) of Lots 6-7 together with the vacated N/S alley adjacent thereto, Block 6, Town of
Grand Rapids according to the plat thereof on file in the office of the Register of Deeds, Itasca County, Minnesota

Following that action, the Property, which is shown on following map, was conveyed to
GREDA to consider development options, consistent with the updated Downtown Plan.



Property Area:
= 70’x300’
21,323 sq. ft.

Property
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The City of Grand Rapuds cunently owns the southem half of Biock 36 and 15 in use
Duscription:  for pubie parking MEH crans the northem hall of the ana. weang parking neecs
as wel with their gas statoe locatod drectly %o the west.

The lecation and usisting ownership of Block 36 craates a
New number of opportumties for redevelopment. Howeyer,
(R DT coordination with MAH for a potential reconfiguration of
owrerstip would croate addtional oppotunities

- I'he location along US 2 creates an opportundy Sor the ste to

' Oppoctundiss: pecndde more connectivity botwaan north and south dowetown
(LU AL tvough infill development Development can ako suppant

Infrastauctun 10 senionos 1w plysica COnmeTion betweaen the

o spusces

Explore marke: opportunties for hitueo swestment in tho st as
o city-lesed oo selling of the peoperty.

Explore potential for activition as future uses are explored,
Including the location of uies that SOPOI ATty aed

stivetion/

Programm b
JE— programenng for the community
* Strategles: Conduct 2 euse analyss, inchding a business plan, to identify
lconomic sustainabils solutoons consistent with district and community
> Development  goals. Work with funchers and iwestars on finanoing packages,
Tools: including local, regional and state economic dendopiment
assetanca, to help achieve district goaks.
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Implementation Plan




For the past many months, staff has been working with Free Range Food Co-

L e

op and their consultants throughout their process of evaluating site options / . ¢ \
for the establishment of a 6,000 to 8,000 square foot grocery store. FREE RANGE
Free Range Food Co-op is a cooperatively-owned grocery store committed to FOOD CO-0P

community well-being through access to local, wholesome organic foods and
goods. Free Range Food Co-op currently has over 1,000 members committed
to establishment of a physical location to achieve their mission.

After consultation with local and national experts in the food co-op industry,
Free Range Food Co-op selected the Property as their preferred location and
submitted a Letter of Intent to GREDA with an offer to purchase at a price of
$200,000, conditioned upon a successful Community Investment Campaign.

A purchase and development contract has been drafted by GREDA’s attorney
and presented to the Co-op for review. GREDA'’s consideration of that
agreement will occur at a future meeting.
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