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ADVOCACY

-Minnesota Library Association Legislative Activities Calendar

MLA Legislative Updates: 10-10:30 a.m.

4 I 5 123, 5 I 3123, 6 n 23, 7 I 5 123, 8 12123, I 16 123, 1 1 I 8123, 121 6 123

Please note: no update in March due to MLA Legislative Day at the Capitol and

no update in October due to MLA Annual Conference.

MLA Library Legislative Day Debrief via Zoom: Wednesday, March 8,2023 - 10-

11 a.m.

-Legislative Day at the Capitol Debrief

The statewide consensus is Library Legislative Day 2023 was a success. HF 1917 SF

1919 - Regional Library Basis System Support - has bipartisan support with 8 co-

authors in the House and 5 in the Senate. I continue to monitor this legislation.

LIBRARY MANAGEMENT

-Minnesota Historical Society Grant

The Minnesota Historical Society awarded the library a Minnesota Historical & Cultural

Heritage Grant (Legacy) in the amount of $8,513.00 for the purchase of tvlicrofilm

Reader/Printer/Scanner equipment. The Foundation is providing a local match of $500

as required by the grant.

- Keeping Governance on Track

Ellen Teigland - Library Board Member and Friends of the Library President - and I are

signed up for an American Library Association (ALA) webinar focused on board

governance and parliamentary procedure.



FACILITIES MAINTAINANCE / SPACE

-Bid Summary for Library Fagade Repair POect

03-13-2023, City Staff received bids from four contractors for the Library Fagade Repair

Project, described as:

'1. Replace exterior sealant, joints are in poor condition and the material is past

its useful age.
2. Repair/replace flashing at front bay windows with a weatherproof membrane

and protective cladding.
3. Remove and reset capstones, replace flashing with new material featuring a

drip edge.
4. Fix Geinstall) the window in east office, bringing it up to as new condition.

5. Perform sealant maintenance / repair around skylights Sealant is in poor to

fair condition.
6. Clean brick to remove stains and moss, add water repellent product to extend

useful life.
7. Spot masonry repairs on estimated total surface area of 'l'400 square feel.

8. Repaint exposed steel on building exterior.

I am working with City Administration on how to complete this project this summer

-Snow Removal

Ongoing.

END OF REPORT
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March in Children's

March in children's? it was kinda like the march of the children...All the children I We

had two visits from all the Cohasset First graders. During their second visit I facilitated

their story skills, by helping them create their own story on the flannel board. lt was a

very engaging, and silly, activity that we all enjoyed ! We also enjoyed two visits by Mr.

Hannah's 3'd graders from West Elementary We talked about how to put a library shelf

in order through the books on the shelf game, and for the second visit of the month we

talked about reading: who likes it, who doesn't, and why it is vitally important to keep

trying. I feel like l'm finally getting back in the swing of school visits...and these children

are, for the most part, charming and delightful.

We had a unique school visit this month as well. Shortly before we closed due to covid,

Cindy Eckert, the Preschool teacher at St. Joseph's, wanted to make arrangements for
her students to visit the library. Sounds simple, but preschoolers are not allowed to be

transported by anyone other than their parents. Thus, the only way to fulfill that wish

was bV having preschool here, at the libraryl She approached me in late January to see if

we could still make that happen. Through incredibly detailed planning on her part, she

held her three-hour preschool class in the community room (we moved our Storytime

filming equipment elsewhere for the duration.) Her students came into the library for mY

usual preschool lessons, and a library project she had designed for them. She also made

sure EVERY SINGLE STUDENT had their own chaperone! Thanks to her great planning, it

went off smoothly, and we received many thank-yous from kids, parents, and

grandparents.

Lego Ctub saw 16 engineers, and Afternoon with Ms. Amy had 12 participants. Book

Time has been quite popular this month. one Tuesday had 19 participants at the

beginning of the program, and 29 by the time they finished, about 20 minutes later!

Our Online presence continues to surprise me. I just checked numbers, as I do every few

months, to see if it is worth continuing this type of programming. I still maintain that if

we fall below 20 views (knowing that many of these are day cares, and represent 8-10

kids per view) I would stop, Well, the storytime that went up on Facebook and You Tube

6 hours ago has 34 views already. Last week's Online Storytime has 208 views, the week

before has 187, and the week before that (sharks!) has 224 views. So, I guess we're still

pretty relevant. Those are all of this moment, Thursday afternoon, 3/30. Artastic with

Grandma Nancy has been up for a little over a week, and currently has 196 viewsl I

never knew what audience we could have beyond these walls.



ln March, I recorded two book review sessions, with Tammy Bobrowsky from KAXE-

KBXE. I very much appreciate being able to do that from my office!

Since the decision to make our Children's Library screen-free, we have added our Duplo

table, flannel board, Magna-Tiles, and Keva planks, along with our Magnetic Poetry spot
(with great thanks to both the Friends and the Foundation for these donations.) Thus

far, our patrons, both children and parents, have received the new additions with

delight. And I delight in seeing the children happily engaging with one another while
playing. come down and check it out! Happy Reading!



Monthly Report - Ovenview for Mac 2o23
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Grand Rapids Area Library

Reference Statistics

illarch 2O2g

Door Gount 2699

Reference Questions 246

Gomputer Help Over 5 lsinutes

Tests Proctored

Public Gomputer Use: Sessions 209

Public Gomputer Use: Hours Used 210

Special Gomputer Sessions 143

Passports Accepted 112
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Online Storytime

Programs: 5

Artastic

Programs:

Facebookviews: l\O

YouTube views:
qb

People:
qL

Class visits

Groups/People: lgJf$

Children's Programs

Programs: L
People: ZB

Name of Program:

CI
1 nut l

Reference Questions:

Reference Questions

2022: L^AO

Children's Stats

Month l'{arcjr
20 ?3

Facebook views: fH
YouTube views: lll
Total views: I D3l

total views: ZOl0

Kits handed out: l50
Book Time

Programs: q
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GRAND RAPIDS AREA LIBRARY: 2023 Volunteer Report
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Total Tota!
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