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YOU OUR BEST

$30,000 Matching grant announced for
Supporting Our Grand Rapids Area Library Fund

The Grand Rapids Area
Community Foundation
is encouraging commu-
nity members to give to
the Supporting Our Grand
Rapids Area Library Fund,
which nowhas a $30,000
matching grant avail-
able through Sept. 1,2026.
Every dollar donated to
the fund, up to $30,000, will
be matched—doubling
the impact of community
gifts and helping ensure
expanded library services.

Due to significant bud-
get cuts across the City of
Grand Rapids for 2026,
thelibrary was forced
toreduce hours open to
the public, cut staffwork
hours, and decrease the
budget for new materials
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by 65%. In response to
the cuts, City Coun-
cilor Molly MacGre-
gor and others created
the Supporting Our
Grand Rapids Area
Library Fund through
the Grand Rapids Area
Community Founda-
tion, as a temporary,
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unrestricted method
offunding staff pay
with the goal of increas-
ing open hours for 2027
Funds raised will be paid
to the City of Grand Rapids
in 2027 and earmarked for
thelibrary’s budget.
Community sup-
port for the fund contin-
ues tobe strong. To date,
170 donations have been
made, totaling more than
$90,000, to help maintain
and expandlibraryhours
in2027. Organizers have
increased the fundraising
goal to $120,000 (or more)
by Sept. 1,2026, to encour-
age the match, which will
support additional library
services next year. No
amountis too small. Every

dollar helps reach this goal,

and more donations mean
more open hours in 2027.

While monies raised
through the Supporting
Our Grand Rapids Area
Library Fund are used
exclusively to augment
staffsalaries, they do not
supplementlibrary mate-
rials and building opera-
tional expenses or address
thelong-term funding
challenge faced by the City
of Grand Rapids. Ata com-
munitymeeting on June
24, at which the match-
ing grant was announced,
organizers discussed strat-
egies to prevent future
funding shortfalls and
ensure sustainable library
operations.

Ongoing support for
library materials, program
management, furnishment
upgrades, and special proj-
ects may continue through

private donations and leg-
acy gifts to the Grand Rap-
ids Area Library Founda-
tion and Children’s Library
Funds, endowments also
held at the Grand Rapids
Area Community Founda-
tion.

For more information
about the Supporting Our
Grand Rapids Area Library
Fund, contact Molly Mac-
Gregor at dakise53@gmail.
com. Ifyouwould like to
donate, you can mail or
drop offa check tothe
Grand Rapids Area Com-
munity Foundation, 350
NW 1st Avenue, Suite E,
Grand Rapids, Minnesota
(please put Supporting Our
Grand Rapids Area Library
Fund in the memoline), or
donate online at gracf.org
and click on Donate Now.

A Winning streak spans Minnesota

From Greater Minnesota to the Twin
Cities, lottery players are celebrating a
week of Powerball*, Mega Millions, and

North 5wins.

Two Powerball tickets won $100,000
prizesin the June 20 and June 24 drawings,
with winning tickets sold in Madison and
Brooklyn Park. Another Powerball ticket
sold in Minneapolis won $50,000in the
June 24 drawing, while a Mega Millions
ticket purchased in St. Joseph claimed a
$100,000 prize in the June 23 drawing. In
addition, aNorth 5 ticket sold in Ramsey
wona $117,700 prize in the June 22 draw-

ing,

Minnesota, lottery players have one year
to claim prizes. Itisrecommended that
winners call ahead to check hours and to

make an appointment.

released.

Information regarding Minnesota Lot-
tery prize winners above $10,000 is private
data. Unless a winner chooses to optin to
publicity, their name and city will notbe

Visit www.mnlottery.com for more
information and official rules.

About the Minnesota Lottery

Playing Our Part: Since 1990, the lot-
teryhas generated more than 84 bzllzon




