
 

 GLADSTONE CITY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

  

City Hall Chambers – 1100 Delta Avenue 
 

June 23, 2025  

6:00 PM  

     
MINUTES 

  

Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela called the meeting to order, gave the Invocation followed by the Pledge 
of Allegience. 

Motion by Commissioner O'Driscoll, seconded by Commissioner Akkala to add to New Business 
Item #15 FOIA Appeal of Excessive Fee by Steven and Vicki Viau. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Clerk Kim Berry called the roll: 

 

PRESENT 
Commissioner Judy Akkala 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela 
Commissioner Robert Pontius 
Commissioner Steve O'Driscoll 

 

ABSENT - EXCUSED 
Mayor Joe Thompson 

No public present. 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Commissioner O'Driscoll to approve the 
consent agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Commissioner O'Driscoll to accept the 
letter of request to establish a Industiral Facilities Tax (IFT) District from AMI Industries, Inc. 
located at 103 N. 12th Street, Gladstone, MI. 49837 and set a public hearing for Monday, July 
14, 2025 at 6:00 PM. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to authorize 
Mayor Joe Thompson or Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela to sign RD forms 1940-1 Request for 
Obiligation of Funds and RD-1940-6 Letter of Intent to Meet Conditions. 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Motion made by Commissioner O'Driscoll, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to approve the 
Electric Pole Replacement 2025 Bid from MJ Electric in the amount of $97,730.00. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Commissioner O'Driscoll, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to authorize 
Manager Eric Buckman to sign the letter of support and approve the following resolution: 

City of Gladstone 2025-05 Resolution of Support for Redesignation of the 
Route of USBR-10 and the Iron Belle South Route 

WHEREAS the State of Michigan has recognized active transportation as a vital form of 
transportation; and 

WHEREAS the vision for Michigan’s mobility system is a multi-modal system that is people-
focused, equitable, reliable, convenient for all users, and enriches Michigan’s economic and 
societal vitality; and 

WHEREAS United States Bicycle Route 10 and the Iron Belle Trail bicycle routes have been 
designated to run coincident with US Highway 2 through much of the Upper Peninsula; and 

WHEREAS the 2022-2030 MDOT Superior Region Active Transportation Plan and Investment 
Strategy identifies that the design consideration priorities for the Superior Region include 
facilitating mobility to local networks to divert users from high-traffic highway routes; and 

WHEREAS the 2022-2032 MDNR Trails Plan identifies the DNR’s continued efforts to partner 
with local communities to enhance the user experience of the Iron Belle Trail; and  

WHEREAS the current designation of USBR-10 and the Iron Belle Trail on US-2 from its 
intersection with Bay Shore Drive to its intersection with P Road is largely unsuitable for 
bicycling for safety reasons; and 

WHEREAS an alternative route using Bay Shore Drive in Masonville and Brampton Townships, 
dedicated bicycling lanes on North Lake Shore Drive, 9th Street, and Lake Shore Drive in the city 
of Gladstone, and the Little Bay de Noc Trail separated multi-use pathway represents a viable, 
safer, and desirable alternative route; and 

WHEREAS the alternative route would support the goals of local communities and the State of 
Michigan.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Gladstone hereby supports the 
redesignation of USBR-10 and Iron Belle Trail to the desired alternative. 

Yeas: Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela, Commissioners Judy Akkala, Steve O’Driscoll and Rob 
Pontius 

Nays: None 

Absent: Mayor Joe Thompson 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to approve: 

 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner O'Driscoll to place the 
delinquent miscellanous invoices and delinquent utilities as liens on the Summer 2025 tax bills 
as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION CARRIED 
Motion by Commissioner O'Driscoll; seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela to set a Special City 
Commission Meeting on Monday, July 7, 2025 at 5:00 PM for the FOIA Appeal of Excess Fees 
by Steven and Vicki Viau email dated 06-22-2025. 
MOTION CARRIED 
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Manager Eric Buckman reported on the following: 

 Attended the EDC Meeting 

 Met with Brampton Township, Masonville Township and DCRC regarding the big path 

 Bid Opening for Wastewater Collectin System 

 Received the MERS Actuarial for 2024 (78% funded up 4%) 

 DDA Vacancy - deadline for applications 7/7/25 

 Zoning Administrator applications being accepted until 7/1/2025 

 The 4th of July Activities are all on Friday July 4th with 8:00 AM Francics Cannon 
Firecracker Run/Walk, Parade at 11:00 AM - Parade Theme National Treasure and 
Fireworks at dusk in VanCleve Park 

 E Recycling Event - Friday, June 27th 10 AM - 2 PM at Delfab Bldg - 103 North 12th 
Street $5.00/carload, no lights, vacuums, appliances and coffee pots 

 Summer Concert Series - Thursdays at 7PM in front of the beach house featuring Tim 
Hirn & Company this week 

 MWC World Walleye Championship July 18-19, City of Gladstone is partner with 
Chamber, set up and weigh in at VanCleve Park/Harbor  

 Sand Sculpture on East End of Beach in front of the fish cleaning station 

 Swedish Midsummer Pole (Maypole) is up - thank you Gladstone Swedish Club 

 

Motion made by Commissioner O'Driscoll, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to set a Zoning 
Board of Review Meeting on July 28, 2025 at 4:45 PM - 5:45 PM in Commission Chambers with 
payment of the application fee. 

MOTION CARRIED 

There being no further business before the Commission, Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela adjourned the 
meeting at 7:07 PM. 

 

_______________________________ 

Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela 

 

________________________________ 

Clerk Kimberly Berry 


