
GLADSTONE CITY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING

City Hall Chambers – 1100 Delta Avenue 
March 23, 2026 

6:00 PM 

MINUTES
Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order, gave the Invocation followed by the Pledge of 
Alleigence. 

Clerk Berry called the roll: 
PRESENT 
Mayor Joe Thompson 
Commissioner Judy Akkala 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela 
Commissioner Whitney Maloney 

ABSENT - EXCUSED 
Commissioner Steve O'Driscoll 

Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing at 6:02 PM for the Public Act 33 Police & Fire 
Special Assessment for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 (note the staff report incorrectly states 2025-
2026). 
The following spoke: 
Wilma Vanderdonk, 2000 Lake Shore Drive 
Cathy Sjoquist, 15 Kenneally Blvd 
Jackyln Burton, 1106 Minneapolis Avenue 
Bob Westerlund, 417 Elm Street 
Robert Pontius, 18 Weston Avenue 

The following were letters submitted for the hearing: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 



There being no further public comment on PA 33, Mayor Thompson closed the hearing at 6:10 
PM. No further action required.
Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 proposed budget at 
6:11 PM. 

The following individuals spoke: 
Bailey Williams, 1405 Wisconsin Avenue 
There being no further comments, Mayor Thompson closed the hearing 6:16 PM. 
Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to 
approve the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 balanced budget as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED 

No general public comment offered. 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Mayor Thompson to approve the consent 
agenda as presented with noted spelling corrections in the City Commission March 9, 2026 
minutes. 

MOTION CARRIED 

Mayor Thompson added to the agenda under New Business Item 13 Letter of Support for 
Delta County Parks.

Motion made by Mayor Thompson, Seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela to approve the 
budget amendments as presented: 























MOTION CARRIED 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Commissioner Maloney to establish 
committed General Fund balances in the amount of $576,112.48 as follows: 
Public Safety Car Reserve Fund: $96,505.10 
Public Safety Fire & Equipment Reserve Fund: $410,842.94 
Public Safety Equipment Reserve Fund $44,000 
DPW Reserve Fund: $24,764.44 
MOTION CARRIED 

Motion made by Mayor Thompson, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to approve the 2026 
Annual Special Event List as presented in the packet. 
MOTION CARRIED 

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Maloney to authorize the letter 
of support for Delta County Parks grant application to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund as presented; and authorize Mayor Joe Thompson to sign. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Manager Spreitzer reported the following: 

Not much to report since last meeting.  I would like to once again thank the DPW with their 
nearly around the clock performance of snow removal last week.  Also, a thank you to the 
Water, Sewer and Electric Departments for keeping everything running during the storm.  A 
good portion of my time since the last meeting has been spent with Patricia West preparing the 
request for Congressionally Directed Spending and we plan to review the request with 
Coleman Engineering this week before submittal. 

Commissioner Maloney encouraged residents with questions to please reach out to 
Commissioners or city staff prior to the meetings or anytime to answer your questions.

Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela addressed a resident who attended the last meeting and also sent out 
a mailer to residents in the community.  He reviewed the flyer as he does with all information 
sent to him from residents and wants to address several of the issues in the flyer.  The audits of 
the City are available on the website for anyone to see, funds (including the pension obligations 
of each fund) are separated in the audit and are not cross-mingled.  He addressed the 
accusation that PA 33 is being assessed illegally after the public voted no special assessments- 
this is false.  PA 33 of 1951 is a State of Michigan Statute and not a city created special 
assessment.  This state statute grants communities with a population of 15,500 or less the 
authority to levy special assessments for police and fire services following a proper public 
hearing process, which was just done again tonight.  Gladstone's population qualifies the city 
under this act.  A City Charter amendment does not and cannot overide the authority granted by 
the state legislature.  The city's use of Public Act 33 which generated approximately $538,000 in 
the last audited fiscal year was lawfully and publicly notified and properly used. 

There being no further business before the City Commission, Mayor Thompson adjourned the 
meeting at 6:49 PM. 

__________________________ 

Mayor Joe Thompson 

___________________________ 

City Clerk Kimberly Berry 
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The other term in the flyer that is loosely thrown around is criminal.  I'm not entirely sure what that 
means but if it is criminal use of funds, our Auditors, Anderson Tackman and Company issued a clean 
unmodified opinion  on our fiscal year 2025 financial statements and found no fraud, theft or criminal 
conduct.  It says that right in the audit and that is available on the website.  They did identify some 
things for improvement and the city is working on those, but those are basically reporting procedures 
and processes.  There is nothing criminally found. These statements can be thrown around, mailed out 
but if you have questions as Commissioner Maloney said contact us, contact the City Manager, contact 
the Assessor about your taxes.  That is why these people are here and that is why we are here and you 
don't have to wait till the meetings to ask for feedback, if there is something that comes up in an agenda 
packet and you want to know before the meeting - you get the packets the same day we do.  The same 
day that they are posted to the website we get them emailed to us. So if you see something in the 
packet or have a question let us know ahead of the meeting we can point you in the direction where you 
can get the information.

Commissioner Maloney added that she did sit down with this individual for a very very long time 
because she wanted to understand where some of these numbers were coming from.  The over a 
million dollars specific claim came from the  Electric Fund budget review, the administrative line which 
was just over 1.2 million dollars.  It looks like a lot when it is condensed into one budget line but it is 
broken out in reports where every single penny is accounted for and this is all public information.  So if 
you really really want to know where every penny goes in the city, that information is out there.  It's tons 
of numbers, but it is all there.  So when she learned where that number came from it is absolutely all 
accounted for.  

Commissioner Akkala thanked everyone for showing up. She would really appreciate in the future 
instead of these public hearings where you don't really feel your getting the information that perhaps 
you need, our work sessions are the ones where you get that kind of  information.  And so next year in 
advance to that if you would like to know when the work sessions are, that way you can come and 
actually hear line by line item what's there, what isn't there and how much money it's going to cost the 
citizens.  And once again appreciate you coming, I know it takes time and you sometimes leave here 
feeling like  why did I even show up?  I  really don't know anything more than I did when I came in the 
front door.  So she'd like to see that somehow change, but we need you to come forward to be able to 
advance that information to you and make you feel more comfortable about living in this beautiful City of 
Gladstone.  She closed by thanking all of our department heads and employees for the monumentous 
job they've been doing since all this wonderful snow has been coming.  Love snow a little frustrated 
with the amount we have been getting but hanging in there.  It takes a lot of participation of our 
employees and citizens to get those garbage cans cleaned out.  Appreciate all of your efforts and  all of 
our employees are much appreciated and how well run the city really is. 

Mayor Thompson reiterated the support by the City staff and departments - the lights never flickered, 
the water kept working, the sewage kept flowing everything worked great, so a tribute to how well run 
the city really is.  I encourage people to email me, you are not going to get fast food service out of me 
but I will always get back and if you call I will call you back.  I am more than happy to answer questions 
like the rest of the Commission.  I don't get a lot I get three emails a month at the most, so please 
contact me.

**Commission Comments have been summarized - see recording of meeting on the city website to 
listen to the full comments.



City Clerk Berry commented that the agendas, packets, minutes and recorded meetings are all available 
on the website.  The packets are published the same time the Commissioners receive it and all the past 
minutes are there as well.  City Commissioners contact information is also available on the website 
under City Commission tab and business cards are available in the front lobby of city hall.

Mayor Thompson commented if you look at other communities website and look at ours, I am 
impressed with the amount of information that's really available in Gladstone because I have looked at 
others recently and ours is far superior to a lot of them I've seen.  It is a tribute to how things are done in 
the city.  

There being no further business before the Commission, Mayor Thompson adjourned the meeting at 
6:49 PM.
___________________________
Mayor Joe Thompson

___________________________
City Clerk Kimberly Berry
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