In accordance with Ordinance 3106, enacted in February, 2024, all

vacant properties are now required to register and pay an annual
registration fee of $70 per unit for 1-3 dwelling units or $1000 for

all commercial (which includes 4+ family residential buildings) and
industrial structures.

In addition to the registration fees, a cash bond may be required for commercial and industrial
structures. Buildings that are 10,000 square feet or less require a cash bond of $5000, buildings
that are 10,000 square feet or larger, require a cash bond of $15,000. This cash bond must be
maintained throughout the period of vacancy. The funds can be used by the city to abate
nuisance conditions at the property. If this occurs, you will be required to replenish the bond.
Property owners may apply for an exemption from the bond requirement under certain
conditions. Exemptions will be valid until the next annual registration.

Some of these factors include:

e Property is not boarded and is not open or vandalized

o Property has not been boarded by the City within the last 3 years

¢ Property is not condemned

¢ No valid complaints received on the property within the last 3 years

e Permits have been obtained to correct violations and there is substantial work being
performed

o Property taxes are current

Vacant Property Pre-Sale Inspection Requirement Ending (Effective February 6, 2026)

Effective February 6, 2026, the City of Cleveland no longer requires a mandatory exterior
inspection before the sale or transfer of 1-3 unit vacant residential properties.

This means that sellers and buyers of vacant one-, two-, and three-family homes are no longer
required to schedule or complete a City exterior inspection before transfer.

What’s NOT changing?

o Vacant building registration is still required for all vacant structures in the City of Cleveland.

o The City will continue routine inspections of vacant properties.

o The City will continue enforcement of the Vacant Property Registry and all related
ordinances.



Assumption of Violations Form

Registering Your Vacant Property

To comply with the Vacant Property Registry, follow the steps below to register your property
through the online portal. Create an account on: https://aca-
prod.accela.com/COC/Default.aspx.

The following information is required at the time of registration:

o Ownership Information

o Lien Holder Information (if applicable)

e Local Agent in Charge: None residents of Cuyahoga County or the surrounding area, must
designate a local agent that will be responsible for the property’s condition. Affidavit form is
available on the City of Cleveland website.

o Certificate of Good Standing: If property is in LLC ownership

o Property Tax Statement or Payment Plan Schedule

o Governmental Entity Declaration (if applicable to receive exemption)

» Bond Exemptions Condition Form

Applicants will receive a vacant property registration account number and receipt upon
completion of the online registration. additional information will be communicated via email.

Tip Sheet: Vacant Property Registration Instructions

For further assistance please contact us at (216) 664-2585 or email
at vacantproperty@clevelandohio.gov.

Violation of any provision of this chapter or of the rules and regulations issued hereunder shall
be fined not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) and not more than one thousand dollars
($1,000.00) for each offense. Every day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate
and distinct offense.
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