
 

2025 Annual Downtown Survey Results 

How well did we communicate information on each of these activities or initiatives? 

 
Downtown  

Day 
Farmers  
Market 

Facade 
Grant 

Program 

Social  
District 

Old-Fashioned 
Christmas 

I felt adequately 
informed. 

10 13 6 11 15 

I did not feel informed. 5 1 3 4 0 

This did not apply to 
me. 

1 1 6 0 0 

How well are we keeping up with downtown beautification and maintenance? 

 Downtown 
Trash 
Bins 

Farmers  
Market 
Square 

Flower 
Baskets  

Grass & Weed 
Maintenance 

Sidewalk 
Snow 

Removal 

Street 
Snow 

Removal 

Satisfied 9 14 10 9 6 7 

Neutral 5 1 4 4 6 4 

Unsatisfied 1 0 1 3 3 4 

Do you have any suggestions on where we should focus our downtown placemaking and 

beautification efforts? (Ex. additional trash receptacles, bike racks, picnic tables, etc.) 

 More benches, bike racks, trees, plants and pretty things. 

 Street plows often push snow into the angle parking in front of the 10th street businesses, 

making parking and accessing the businesses difficult. occasionally it is pushed to the center 

of the street, which is much better for business access. 

 Weeds in sidewalk then spray 

 More places to gather. 

 Bench's or picnic tables would be beneficial for people to sit. The flower baskets are beautiful. 

The large trees on Delta Ave cause an issue with their size as it blocks the businesses signs.  

Also, the tree roots are starting to grow into the sewer pipes causing plumbing issues. A 

smaller type of tree or shrub would be better." 

 Leadership and administration wastes money and has taxes residents abusively to the point of 

residents leaving Gladstone 

 some benches need sealing. trees are sad, sad, need replacing. painting on side of rialto 

building should be maintained 

 Relevant corners/areas to accent buildings compliment our quaint downtown and small 

businesses that make our community so wonderful! 

  



The DDA partners with Community Development to identify code enforcement issues within 

the downtown. This may be as minor as timely sidewalk snow removal or could be a much 

larger issue involving blight or unsafe inhabitation of a property. Do you have any code 

enforcement concerns which you would like to share with the DDA? 

 Have businesses register vacant buildings. 

 The sidewalk on 10th Street between Wisconsin Ave and the Baybank (West side of the street) 

is rarely cleared of snow. This is a main route for kids after school. In heavy snowfalls, people 

divert to the street, which is obviously more dangerous due to automobile traffic. 

 Get rid of the old bus and semi trailer and other junk in the alley behind 817 Delta 

 I am not sure if this belongs in the code enforcement area or not, however, when closing down 

Delta Ave. for events such as "Business after Hours" I believe that entire block should be 

closed down and not just a small area. The issue arises when travelling down 9th St.  when 

cars turn onto Delta Ave. they do not know the road is closed, and they do not see that the 

road is closed until they're already on the street. Now the only option for them is to cut through 

the parking lot next to Walley's which means many cars are now being rerouted through a 

parking lot that is already compacted and busy. It is very hard to see with the angle parking 

when turning onto delta what is further up on Delta until you are actually in the road. I know 

this problem was brought up before and I do not believe it was taken seriously thank you. 

 "Snow removal on Delta Avenue has been an issue with some businesses. Also, plowing on 

the weekends is an issue.  There are businesses that open at 8am 7 days a week, and many 

times Delta hasn't been cleared yet in the parking area prior, which makes it difficult for 

customers to get out of their vehicles or park.  This is especially when it snows over night on 

Saturday." 

 You are over-enforcement minded to the point of stifling growth. 

 cars not licensed should be removed 

Please briefly describe your potential [façade grant] project. It is okay if the project changes 

as you solidify your planning efforts. 

 Old Glory Firearms | driveway and sidewalk entrances to our building. I know a few years ago 

the city did a huge project at 1023 delta ave, but we definitely would like to upgrade some of 

the work that was done and add a little bit more. A non shared driveway, more sidewalk 

access, etc.. 

 Dew Drop Family Restaurant | The outdoor patio at the Dewdrop needs to be revamped.  I'm 

looking at replacing the fencing to an aluminum base instead of what is currently there due to 

upkeep and safety.  Currently children like to climb the fence the way it is built.  I would also 

like to have an entrance gate at both the front and back.  Fresh paint, dÃ©cor, speakers, 

lighting and tables/chairs would also be replaced and upgraded to allow for more seating.  A 

different method of heating, creating an nicer ambiance than the current patio heaters (which 

don't adequately provide enough heat in the spring and fall).  Also would like to consider some 

sort of protection for when it rains. 

 Rialto Building | The Rialto would like to use funds as soon as our MEDC project gets 

approved by MEDC 

 Youth Empowering Services | If applicable based on future strategies of our organization 



Traverse City has its cherries. Mackinac has its fudge. What iconic signature could Gladstone 

create that sets us apart from other communities? Get creative! It doesn't have to be food 

related, either. 

 Happy Rock 

 Quaint, quiet and friendly 

 I like this idea, but I don't have any great inspiration here. Looking forward to seeing what 

others come up with.  

 Only small town in Michigan that cannot special assess for improvements in the ROW. Or.... I 

enjoyed it when people were putting hand painted happy rocks around town with little 

messages on the underside 

 Small Town on the Little Bay 

 I like the idea of murals.  I'd be willing to have my business painted in the back parking lot and 

on the metal above the rocks in the front.  I think its a fun, beautiful piece of art that people 

would enjoy.  I also think that we should be utilizing our farmers market square for other things 

to increase foot traffic. 

 Trains 

 The beach. Breweries/wineries. Do a beer and wine festival down by the baseball diamond, 

have a band and maybe some food vendors.  

 A dying destination 

 firewood, flannels, waves (both ""Hello"" and the water kind!), trees, fish (walleye), a tent 

(campground)...how many communities have their quaint downtown, the waterfront and a 

campground so close to one another!, a smiling rock (gladSTONE/happyROCK), a 

firework...nothing beats the 4th of july in gladstone 

How can the DDA better support you? Is there anything else you'd like to share that hasn't 

already been covered? 

 The social district may sound good in theory because most people drink and want to hang out 

with drinking friends. However, I feel that Gladstone has the small town family charm, and by 

doing the social district we are losing that family friendly attitude. I have talked to many people 

about the social district idea and have only had negative comments. For example, dairy flo is 

the ice cream place where kids go to hang out and get ice cream. But throw in a few adults 

who can't hold their liquor, and now we've got disorderly conduct and calling the cops. I think it 

would be best to not have the social district at all. There are plenty of spots for people to get 

their alcohol, but does it have to be in the hear of the kid section?  

 I would appreciate a road sign on the corner of Delta and 10th street. I'm not sure why there is 

not one there. It would help my customers that aren't familiar with Downtown Gladstone find 

there way to my 10th street business.  

 We need a downtown clock and message board. 

 Let's get involved with community events to create foot traffic!  Look at all Escanaba does! 

 Just more family activities would be awesome but they need to be at a time where working 

parents can go. I would love to go to the farmers markets but the hours dont work. It would be 

great if it could go to even 630 

 It's on me! A recurring touch base to do just that...stay in touch and plan ahead! 


