
 

 GLADSTONE CITY COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

  

City Hall Chambers – 1100 Delta Avenue 
 

June 24, 2024  

6:00 PM  

     
MINUTES 

  

Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order, Commissioner Pontius gave the Invocation 
followed by Pledge of Alliegence. 

Clerk Berry called the roll: 

PRESENT 
Mayor Joe Thompson 
Commissioner Judy Akkala 
Mayor Pro-Tem Brad Mantela 
Commissioner Robert Pontius 
 
ABSENT: None 

VACANCY: One 
 

The following individuals spoke under Public Comment: 

Mr. Dave Cowen, 1424 Wisconsin Avenue 

Mrs. Diane Weber, 325 Delta Avenue 

Mayor Joe Thompson informed the Commission members of the applicants for City Commission 
Vacancy that Mr. Roger Aho is his brother-in-law. 

The Commission declared this was not a conflict and Mayor Thompson should partcipate. 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to approve the 
consent agenda as presented. 
 

Applicants for the vacant Commissioner seat present, Roger Aho, Teresa Evans, Brian Godfrey, 
Stephen O'Driscoll and Carolyn Povich.  Steve Kwarciany is out of the country and could not 
attend. 

 

Mayor Thompson invited each candidate to introduce themselves and Commissioners were able 
to ask questions. 

 

Commissioners then completed ranking sheets and submitted them to Clerk Berry to tally.  The 
results were as follows: 

#1 Rank - Stephen O'Driscoll 

# 2 Rank - Roger Aho, Scott Kwarciany and Carolyn Povich (three way tie) 

# 3 Rank - Brian Godfrey 

# 4 Rank - Teresa Evans 
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Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to appoint Mr. 
Stephen O'Driscoll to fill the Commissioner vacancy until November 2024. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mr. Stephen O'Driscoll joined the City Commission and was sworn in by Clerk Kim Berry.   

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala approved hiring 
Dorner Company and NMR to replace North Drain Valve and Actuator and amend the water 
budget in the amount of $22,305.00. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, Seconded by Commissioner Pontius to table the ATC 
Offer for Easement to Monday, July 8, 2024 regular meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Akkala, Seconded by Mayor Thompson to approve Change 
Order No. 10 as recommended by C2AE Engineering for a net increase to the contract price of 
$9,082.00. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Mantela, seconded by Commissioner O'Driscoll to approve the 
extension of the summer property tax due date to September 16, 2024 to coincide with the State 
of Michigan deadline. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Motion made by Mayor Thompson, Seconded by Commissioner Akkala to assess 
miscellaneous invoice and past due utility balances on the Summer 2024 property tax bills 
accordingly: 
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MOTION CARRIED 

Manager Buckman reported on the following: 

Attended monthly EDC and DATA meeting  

Assessor Janice Frizzell and I met with our attorney for four upcoming tax tribunal cases 

Community Development Director and I met with Josh King regarding his property and status of 
the boat restaurant 

Public Safety Director Ron Robinson, Treasurer Vicki Schroeder and I met with Gladstone 
Superintendent of Schools Jay Kulburtis and staff regarding the School Resource Officer plans 
and contract 

I am learning the new BS & A payroll and invoice programs 

Clerk Berry apologized for not moving the camera to the City Commission applicants during 
their introductions.  She reported that ballots for the August election have not arrived yet but 
hopeful they will ship soon. 

There being no further business before the City Commission, Mayor Thompson adjourned the 
meeting at 7:39 PM. 

 

_______________________________ 

Mayor Joe Thomspon 

 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk Kimberly Berry 


