






Town of Georgia 

Animal Control Ordinance Approved 24 February 2025 

2.1.7.6 Obstructs traffic, and/or Otherwise acts to create a nuisance or disturbance. 

2.1.8 "Town Pound" shall mean a pound or facility designated by the Selectboard for the confinement 

and disposition of domestic pets/livestock in violation of any provision of this Ordinance 

whereby the ACO is authorized to impound such animal, whether operated by the Town and 

whether within the Town limits. 

2.1.9 "Owner" shall mean any person owning, keeping, or harboring a domestic pet/livestock or who 

has actual or constructive possession of the pet/livestock or wolf hybrid. The term includes 

those who provide feed and shelter to a domestic pet/livestock or wolf hybrid but does not 

apply to feral animals that take up residence in buildings other than the person's home. 

2.1.10 "Vicious Animal" shall mean any domestic pet/livestock that causes any person to suffer or 

reasonably fear bodily injury by attack or threat of attack, except that a domestic pet/livestock 

shall not be deemed "vicious" as the result of an attack or threat upon a person in the act of 

trespassing upon the private property of the owner or keeper of the domestic pet/livestock. 

2.1.11 "Wolf Hybrid" shall mean an animal which is the progeny of descendent of a wolf and a 

domestic dog or which is advertised, licensed, described, or represented as a wolf hybrid by its 

owner, or which exhibits primary physical and behavioral wolf characteristics. Any provision of 

this Ordinance applying to domestic pets shall also apply to wolf hybrids. 

I 3 License Required 
3.1.1 The Owner of any domestic pet which is kept within the Town and is more than six months old 

shall annually cause it to be registered, described, numbered and licensed with the Clerk of the 

municipality on or before April 1st of each year in accordance with the provisions of Title 20, 

Chapter 193 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, as the same are now in effect of may be 

amended from time to time. No person shall refuse to exhibit the license of their domestic pet 

or a receipt therefore to any ACO when requested to do so. 

3.1.2 The Selectboard of the Town shall adopt a schedule of fees, in accordance with statutory 

requirements, for the licensing of domestic pets. Such fee schedule may include license 

surcharges to help offset the cost of administering this Ordinance. 

3.1.3 Prior to being entitled to obtain a license as a neutered/spayed domestic pet or wolf hybrid, the 

owner shall provide to the Clerk a copy of a certificate from a licensed veterinarian stating that 

the domestic pet has been sterilized. 

3.1.4 All domestic pet owners shall submit a certificate or certified copy of a certificate signed by a 

licensed veterinarian stating that the pet has received a current pre-exposure rabies vaccination 

with a vaccine approved by the Commissioner and the person shall certify that the animal 

described in the certificate is the animal to be licensed. The certificate shall be kept by the 

owner and displayed to a proper municipal or state official upon request. 

I 4 Collar Required 
4.1.1 An owner or person otherwise in control of a domestic pet within the Town limits shall cause 

such domestic pet to wear a collar or harness, fastened securely, and to have attached to same 

the license tag issued by the Town. It shall be unlawful for any person other than the owner or 

his agent or any ACO to remove a license tag from a domestic pet. 

1 s Failure to License 
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Town of Georgia 
Animal Control Ordinance Approved 24 February 2025 

13.1.1 No owner or person in control of any domestic pet shall allow the same to enter any cemetery 
located within the town, whether such domestic pet may be on a leash or under other restraint 
or control. 

13.1.2 No owner or person in control of any domestic pet shall allow the same to enter the Georgia 
Municipal Recreation Area located on the Georgia Shore Road within the Town, whether or not 
such domestic pet may be on a leash or under other restraint or control. 

13.1.3 Exceptions to this restriction are: 

13.1.3.1 If the animal is maintained in control on a leash or restraint at all times, is within the 

designated boat launch parking lot at the Recreation area, and is being directly transferred 

without delay from a motor vehicle to a boat or from a boat directly to a motor vehicle which 

is being immediately launched or retrieved from the Recreation area boat access ramp and is 

then immediately transported away from the area. 

13.1.3.2 Authorized service animals for persons with disabilities. 

j 14 Enforcement & Penalties before the Judicial Bureau 
14.1.1 Violations. Any violation of this Ordinance or of any requirement of any order issued by the 

Selectboard under provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject to penalties set forth below. 
Violations of this Ordinance shall be a civil matter enforced in accordance with the provisions of 
24 VSA Section 1974a and 1977 et seq. Any ACO may act as an issuing Municipal Official and 
issue and pursue before the Judicial Bureau a municipal complaint for any violation of this 
Ordinance. Each day a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense. 

14.1.2 Penalties. A violation of Sections 3, 4, 5, 6,7,8,9,10,11 and 13 of this ordinance is subject to a 
civil penalty of up to $100 a day for the first offense, $150.00 for a second offense within six 
months from the first offense, and $200.00 for each subsequent offense within six months from 
the first offense. A waiver fee shall be set at $50.00 for the first offense, $75.00 for a second 
offense within six months from the first offense and $100.00 for each subsequent offense within 
six months from the first offense. Each day the violation continues shall constitute a new 
offense. 

Cattle, Horses, Sheep, Goats, or Swine. A person knowingly permits cattle, horses, sheep, goats, 

or swine to run at large in a public highway or yard belonging to a public building without the 

consent of the selectboard shall be fined by law enforcement officer or by a municipal officer or 

employee not more than $100.00 nor less than $50.00 for each animal running at large. 

Bulls, The owner or keeper of a bull may be fined by a law enforcement officer or by a municipal 

officer or employee not more than $100.00 nor less than $50.00 if such bull is more than nine 

months old and found unattended outside the premises owned or occupied by the owner or 

keeper of such bull and shall be liable to a party damaged by such bull while outside the 

premises of such owner or keeper. The damages may be recovered in a civil action. 
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