
 

 

LEGISLATIVE COVER 

MEMO 

 

Meeting Date: April 6, 2026 

Agenda Item: Resolution 2026-24 

APPROVING JAMES A. STEWART’S, ET AL., RENEWAL 
APPLICATION FOR PLACEMENT OF 55.7261 ACRES OF 
LAND IN AN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT   

Submitted by: Jonathan Westendorf, City Manager        

Scope/Description: This Resolution approves the renewal application filed by the 
Stewart families with the Warren County Auditor for placement 
of land within an agricultural district (CAUV).  The application is 
for 55.7261 acres of farmland owned by the Stewarts, located 
along Pennyroyal Road, which lie within the City of Franklin.  
This land has been in an agricultural district since 1995, and is 
currently zoned A-1, Agricultural. The land is used for 
agricultural purposes. 

Because this land lies within the City, the Stewarts were 
required by law to seek Council’s approval of the original 
placement of the land in the CAUV and the renewals must also 
be placed before Council for public hearing and action by 
legislation in order to obtain the requested renewal. Council 
may reject such application only upon a showing that the 
rejection is necessary to prevent a substantial, adverse effect 
on the provision of municipal services within the City, or the 
public health, safety or welfare.  Additionally, Council may 
approve with modification.  Staff has identified no reason for the 
application to be rejected or approved with modification. 

Approval of this application will allow the land to continue to be 
taxed at its current agricultural use valuation (CAUV) under 
Ohio law.    

Exhibits: Exhibit A: Application 

Exhibit B: Map 

Recommendation: Approval  
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CITY OF FRANKLIN, OHIO 
RESOLUTION 2026-24 

 
APPROVING JAMES A. STEWART’S, ET AL., RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR PLACEMENT  

OF 55.7261 ACRES OF LAND IN AN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 929.02 allows any person who owns more than ten acres of agricultural 
land to file an application with the county auditor to place the land in an agricultural district for five years if, 
during the prior three calendar years, the land has been devoted exclusively to agricultural production, or 
devoted to and qualified for payments under a land retirement or conservation program;  
 
WHEREAS, if the land of a person who files an application under Ohio Revised Code Section 929.02 is within a 
municipal corporation, the legislative body of the municipal corporation is required to conduct a public hearing on 
the application;  
 
WHEREAS, The Stewart families have filed an application with the Warren County Auditor to renew the placement 
of 55.7261 acres of land owned by them in an agricultural district, which land lies within the City of Franklin;  
 
WHEREAS, the Stewart families have also filed a copy of the renewal application for inclusion in an agricultural 
district with the Clerk of Council, in accordance with law, and notice of the public hearing on said application has 
been given, in accordance with law, 
                                                                                           
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Franklin, Ohio, a majority of members present 
concurring, that: 
 

Section 1. The renewal application filed with the Warren County Auditor by James A. Stewart, Jr., et al., to 
continue the placement of the 55.7261 acres of land that lies within the City of Franklin in an Agricultural 
District for a period of five (5) years is hereby approved. 
 
Section 2. The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to notify the applicants of this approval, by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, within five days of the effective date of this Resolution.  The Clerk shall also transmit 
a copy of this Resolution to the Warren County Auditor. 
 
Section 3. It is found that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the adoption of this 
Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council that 
resulted in this formal action were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements, 
including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code, and the Rules of Council. 
 
Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

 
ADOPTED:    April 6, 2026  
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________          APPROVED:______________________________ 
                Khristi Dunn, Clerk of Council                Brent Centers, Mayor 

 
CERTIFICATE 

The undersigned, Clerk of the Council of the City of Franklin, Ohio, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of this Resolution passed by the City Council of the City of Franklin, Ohio on the 6th day of April 2026. 

 
            
     Clerk of Council 
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