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LEGISLATIVE COVER MEMO 

 

Meeting Date: April 6, 2026 

Agenda Item: Resolution 2026-26 

DETERMINING THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE APPLICATION TO 
ADD CERTAIN PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE 
FRANKLIN NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY DISTRICT; TO AMEND 
THE PETITION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FRANKLIN NEW 
COMMUNITY AUTHORITY AS A NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY 
UNDER CHAPTER 349 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE; TO SET A 
DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE APPLICATION AS 
REQUIRED BY LAW.   

Submitted by: Karisa Steed, Assistant City Manager/Econ. Development          

Scope/Description: In April of 2023, City Council approved the establishment of the 
Franklin New Community Authority (the “NCA”), pursuant to City 
Ordinance 2023-10. Consistent with the City’s approach to direct new 
development projects through the NCA, the application (“Application”) 
attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A is being submitted by the 
property owner for real property located within the City on 3501 
Shotwell Drive and identified by parcel identification number 
0829101009. By adding the property to the NCA, the developer will 
benefit by being able to be reimbursed for a portion of certain costs it 
is committing to infrastructure improvements to such property that 
otherwise would have been needed to be constructed by the City.  
Additionally, the Application amends the Petition as previously 
approved by the City to include the new property and to allow the 
voluntary imposition of community development charges on the 
property. 

Exhibits: Exhibit A: Application to Add Property to the Franklin New Community 
Authority District and to Amend the Petition for Establishment of the 
Franklin New Community Authority as a New Community Authority 
Under Chapter 349 of the Ohio Revised Code 

Recommendation: Approval  
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CITY OF FRANKLIN, OHIO 
RESOLUTION 2026-26 

DETERMINING THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE APPLICATION TO ADD CERTAIN 
PARCELS OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE FRANKLIN NEW COMMUNITY 
AUTHORITY DISTRICT; TO AMEND THE PETITION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE FRANKLIN NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY AS A NEW COMMUNITY 
AUTHORITY UNDER CHAPTER 349 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE; TO SET A 
DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE APPLICATION AS REQUIRED BY LAW   

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“R.C.”) Chapter 349, on March 6, 2023, a petition (the 
“Petition”) for the establishment of the Franklin New Community Authority (the “Authority”) was filed 
with the Clerk of Council of the City of Franklin, Ohio (the “Council”), as “organizational board of 
commissioners” within the meaning of R.C. Section 349.01(F)(3) by the City of Franklin, Ohio (the 
“City”) in its capacity as statutory developer of the Authority under R.C. Section 349.01(E) (the “Statutory 
Developer”), which Petition the Council approved on April 17, 2023, pursuant to Ordinance Number 
2023-10; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Petition described the boundaries of the related new community district (the “District”); 
and 
 
WHEREAS, on April 6, 2026, the Statutory Developer, together with WEMC Company, LLC (the 
“Property Owner”), filed an application (the “Application”) with this Council requesting that certain 
parcels of real property identified therein as the Additional Property (WEMC Project Site) and owned by 
the Property Owner be added to the District; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4 of that certain Development Agreement by and between Property 
Owner and the City (the “Development Agreement”), the Property Owner agreed, among other things, to 
consent to the addition of the Additional Property (WEMC Project Site) to the District; and 
 
WHEREAS, through its adoption of Resolution No. 2024-53, the City approved the Development 
Agreement and authorized the City Manager, or his or her designee, to implement the Development 
Agreement on behalf of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, with respect to the Application, the City is the only City that can be defined as a “proximate 
city,” as that term is defined in R.C. Section 349.01(M); this Council, as the organizational board of 
commissioners for the District, is the legislative authority of the only “proximate city”; pursuant to R.C. 
Section 349.03; and, therefore, the City is not required to approve or sign the Application as a “proximate 
city” prior to the approval of the Application by this Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Application further provides that the addition of such real property will be conducive to 
the public health, safety, convenience and welfare of the District, will be consistent with the development 
of the District, and will not jeopardize the plan of development of the District; and, because the Developer 
is a municipal corporation, the Developer is not required to own or control all of the Additional Property 
(WEMC Project Site) in connection with the addition of the Additional Property (WEMC Project Site) to 
the District; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. Section 349.03(A), this Council, as the organizational board of 
commissioners for the determination of the sufficiency of the Application, upon finding the Application 
sufficient and in compliance with the required statutory requirements, must fix a time and place for a 
public hearing on the Application; and  
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WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. Section 349.03(A), if determined to be sufficient, this Council shall hold 
the public hearing not less than thirty (30) days nor more than forty-five (45) days from the date the 
Application was filed by the Developer with this Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. Section 349.03(A), the Clerk of Council shall give notice of the public 
hearing on the Application by publication once each week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper of 
general circulation prior to the hearing date. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Franklin, Warren County, 
Ohio, that:  
 

Section 1. Sufficiency of Application.  Council finds and determines that the Application 
complies with the requirements of R.C. Section 349.03 as to form and substance. 
 
Section 2. Pursuant to R.C. Section 349.03, this Council hereby determines to hold a hearing on the 
Application on May 18, 2026 at the chambers of the City Council, One Benjamin Franklin Way, 
Franklin, Ohio 45005, at 5:30 p.m., and this Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to cause notice 
of the hearing to be published once a week for three consecutive weeks, or as provided in R.C. Section 
7.16, in a newspaper of general circulation within Warren County, Ohio, pursuant to R.C. Section 
349.03(A). 

Section 3. This Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council and any of its 
committees concerning and relating to the passage of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of 
this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meetings open to the public, all in compliance with the law including R.C. 
Section 121.22. 

ADOPTED: April 6, 2026 

  
ATTEST: ________________________ APPROVED: ______________________________ 
                Khristi Dunn, Clerk of Council   Brent Centers, Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATE 

I, the undersigned Clerk of Council for the Franklin City Council, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true and correct copy of a resolution passed by that body on April 6, 2026 

      _____________________________ 
      Khristi Dunn, Clerk of Council 
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Exhibit A 
 

Application to Add Property to the Franklin New Community Authority District and to Amend 
the Petition for Establishment of the Franklin New Community Authority as a New Community 

Authority Under Chapter 349 of the Ohio Revised Code 

(See attached.) 

 






























