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REINVENT FRANKLIN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN



PAST PLAN

Franklin Comprehensive Plan 2009

▪ Housing

▪ Natural Resources

▪ Community Facilities

▪ Economic Development

▪ Infrastructure

▪ Land Use

▪ Development Plans

▪ Implementation



• Provide guidance for creating a great City.

• Builds consensus & commitment from elected & appointed 

officials, staff, the overall community & other interested 

stakeholders.

• Provides guidance for future decision-making.

• Prepares the community for action.





PROCESS

PHASE 1: PROJECT PLANNING & EXISTING CONDITIONS

• Conduct Stakeholder Interviews

• Data Collection

• Review Existing Plans

• Existing Conditions Analysis

• Project Website

• Community Survey

www.reinventfranklin.com

http://www.reinventfranklin.com/


PROCESS

PHASE 2: DETERMINE ISSUES, OPPORTUNITIES, & VISION

• Citizen Advisory Committee Meetings

• SWOT Analysis

• Visual Survey

• Vision Exercise

• Land Use Exercise 



PROCESS

PHASE 3: CREATING THE PLAN

NOW: APPROVAL PROCESS

• Drafting the Plan

• Community Workshop (Nov 1st, 2022)

• Final Draft

• Present to City of Franklin Planning Commission
- Make necessary revisions

• Adoption by City Council



• Stakeholders Interviews

• Website Comment Box

• Community Survey

• Press Releases

• Citizen Advisory Committee

• Community Workshop

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9VvleXD47Gbd5UG3S1EFP5ECafPTIBzaRMZfK0AI3NXAEmw/viewform


DRAFT PLAN – OUTLINE

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. LAND USE

3. TRANSPORTATION

4. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

5. HOUSING

6. PARKS & RECREATION

7. QUALITY OF LIFE

8. IMPLEMENTATION



Planning Context

Background

The Plan-Reinvent 
Franklin

Vision

Chapter 1 
Introduction



CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION

THE PLAN – REINVENT FRANKLIN 

• What is Reinvent Franklin?

• Purpose – Why Plan?

• How to Use the Plan?



CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION

VISION

Guiding Principles:

1. Provide for Planned & Orderly Growth.

2. Ensure a Safe & Healthy Community.

3. Support Parks & Provide Recreational Resources.

4. Plan for an Effective Transportation System.

5. Encourage Business Growth & Retention.

6. Promote Excellence in Education.

7. Plan for Reinvestment & Redevelopment.

8. Support Vibrant Commercial Centers.



CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION

VISION STATEMENT

The City of Franklin is anchored by a unique and lively 

Downtown with preserved historic buildings and murals, a 

world class river front park, green spaces, bike trails, and 

an ample collection of venues. Housing is diverse and 

relatively affordable, while the safe, clean streets and 

welcoming, friendly atmosphere are attractions in their 

own right. The City might be relatively small, but it’s 

bursting at the seams with job opportunities.

Franklin is recognized for its:

• unparalleled access to the Great Miami River,

• environmental consciousness,

• healthy living style with a Farmers Market,

• award winning school district with modern facilities,

• proximity to an array of institutions of higher learning,

• quality public services and community spaces,

• technology enabled amenities,

• sprawling pedestrian-friendly recreation, entertainment,

eateries, and

• an active music and cultural scene.

If you want to live in a city with small-town authentic charm, 

Franklin is the place for you!



Chapter 2 
Land Use

 Existing Conditions

 Future Land Use

Efficient Land Use   

Strategies

 Recommendations



CHAPTER 2 – LAND USE

Future Land Use 

West Area: Floodplain Area, Community Facility Use

Northeast Area: SR 73 Corridor & High-Tech Office Use 

Southeast Area: SR 123 & Industrial Parks, New 

mixed-use development

Southwest Area: Privately-Owned Properties, 

Agriculture or Residential Use.



CHAPTER 2 – LAND USE

Efficient Land Use

▪ Infill development

▪ Mixed-Use Development

▪ Cottage Industry

▪ Accessory Dwelling Units

▪ Upper Story Housing

Attached Detached



CHAPTER 2 – LAND USE

The Grocery Store

▪ Modest Size Store

▪ 2.5 acres site

▪ 17,000 Sq. Ft. 

▪ 85 parking spaces

▪ Dense trade area population within 3 miles.

▪ Proper zoning

▪ More than 20,000 daily traffic count/day



Chapter 3 
Transportation

 Traffic & Pedestrian Safety Improvements

 Connectivity

 Future Projects



CHAPTER 3 – TRANSPORTATION

Background

▪ Existing Conditions

▪ Roadway Classifications

▪ Traffic Volume

▪ Traffic Speed

▪ Fatal Crashes
 Legend



Roadway Connectivity
The potential benefits of roadway connectivity include: 

▪ Safety

▪ Reduced Congestion

▪ Travel Efficiency

▪ Better Emergency Service 

     Response

▪ Promoting Walking and 

    Biking

▪ Improved Vehicle Distribution

CHAPTER 3 – TRANSPORTATION

 Legend



Roadway Improvements 

CHAPTER 3 – TRANSPORTATION

Improvements to Franklin-Trenton Road S.R. 123 & Community Park Roundabout

 



Street Concepts

CHAPTER 3 – TRANSPORTATION

▪ Complete Streets

▪ Green Streets 

▪ Context-Sensitive 

Streets 



Chapter 4 
Economic 
Development

 Existing Conditions

 Industrial Parks & Industrial Drive

 Goals & Guiding    Principles

 Strategies



Industrial Parks & Sites

CHAPTER 4 – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

▪ 20 Companies with greater than 50 

employees

▪ State Route 123, Commerce Center Drive; 

Dixie Highway, Franklin Trenton Road, and 

the Watkins Glen Drive area are reinforced 

as the primary industrial districts.

Live/Work Location Map



Other Economic Development Elements

CHAPTER 4 – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS

▪ Arts & Culture “City of Murals”

▪ Tourism

▪ Sports Tourism

▪ Small Scale Manufacturing/Businesses

Workforce Development

Goal: Improve Franklin’s economy through a well-educated

& qualified workforce that responds to the changing needs

of the workplace.



Chapter 5 
Housing

Existing Conditions

Goals, Objectives 

and Strategies

Implementation 

Approach



Existing Conditions

CHAPTER 5 – HOUSING



▪ Neighborhood Image

▪ Aging in Place

▪ Grocery Store

▪ Neighborhood Connectivity

▪ Historic District

▪ Public Housing

CHAPTER 5, 
HOUSING



Strategy: Allow a Broader Range of Housing Types to Proceed “By-Right,” or Without the 
Need For Additional Zoning Approvals.

The recommendation is to allow a broader range of housing types, such as townhomes, duplex, 
live/work units, apartment houses, and other “missing middle’ typologies, to proceed by-right, to 
facilitate their production. Encourage these uses in select locations to diversify the housing stock 
at the high end of the market.

CHAPTER 5 – HOUSING



Chapter 6 
Parks & 
Recreation

Park Inventory & Amenities 

 Trails

Stakeholder Recommendations

Potential Park Upgrades



Recommendation

CHAPTER 6 – PARKS & RECREATION

▪ Improvements & upgrades to Community Park, Harmon Park, & 

Dial Park.

▪ Re-designate Laynecrest Park & 3rd Street Park as a residential 

use.



Trails

CHAPTER 6 – PARKS & RECREATION

▪ Trail Design Concepts

▪ Great Miami River Trail

▪ Franklin to Middletown Connection

▪ Franklin to Springboro Connection

Legend



Stakeholder Recommendations

CHAPTER 6 – PARKS & RECREATION

▪ Upgrade existing public restroom facilities.

▪ Enhance existing concession stands at Franklin Community 

Park. 

▪ Improve general landscape and maintain lawns.

▪ Resurface existing parking lots. 

▪ Continue to make future trail connections which utilize 

branding that links the park and trail system to downtown 

and the river. 

▪ Designate and establish entry points along the Great Miami 

River for canoeing and recreation. 

▪ Upgrade damaged and unsafe playground equipment and 

amenities. 



Chapter 7 
Quality of  Life

Highway 73 Street 

Design

Gateways & 

Wayfinding

Community Facilities 



State Route 73 Commercial Corridor

CHAPTER 7 – QUALITY OF LIFE

Improvements should include:

▪ Widened sidewalks,

▪  Pedestrian connections to neighborhoods,

▪ Added tree canopy,

▪ A landscaped gateway at 73 and I75 

intersection,

▪ Bike path/Sharrow to Springboro, and

▪ Wayfinding Signage.

Goal: Increase economic value by creating 
social value.



Gateways

CHAPTER 7 – QUALITY OF LIFE

Primary Gateway

Secondary 
Gateway



PLAN REVISIONS

• City of Franklin Planning 
Commission/Council Comments

CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL
• Plan Adoption

NEXT STEPS



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 



BACKUP SLIDES



CHAPTER 2 – LAND USE

Existing Land Use 
A limited amount of vacant land is available for residential
development within the City’s corporate boundary, leaving
future growth directed at redevelopment and infill of 
underutilized properties.


