
Land Use Code (Current) 
Zone District Abbreviations and Purposes 

 

Residential Districts 

RUL –  The Rural Lands District is intended for privately owned lands that are planned as a rural edge 
to the community. Rural lands include but are not limited to community separators, clustered 
residential development, large lot residential, agriculture, natural area buffers and corridors 
and other open lands of similar character and purpose. 

UE –  The Urban Estate District is intended to be a setting for a predominance of low-density and 
large-lot housing. The main purposes of this District are to acknowledge the presence of the 
many existing subdivisions which have developed in these uses that function as parts of the 
community and to provide additional locations for similar development, typically in 
transitional locations between more intense urban development and rural or open lands. 

RF –  The Residential Foothills District designation is for low density residential areas located near 
the foothills. 

RL – The Low Density Residential District designation is intended predominantly for single-unit and 
accessory dwellings located throughout the City which existed prior to the adoption of this 
Code.   

NCL –  The Neighborhood Conservation, Low Density District is intended to preserve the character of 
areas that have a predominance of developed single-family dwellings and have been given this 
designation in accordance with an adopted subarea plan. 

MH –  The M-H Manufactured Housing District is intended for existing manufactured housing 
communities located throughout the City. This designation is designed to preserve and 
support existing manufactured housing communities as the predominant residential use 
alongside other complementary accessory and nonresidential activities which primarily serve 
residents of manufactured housing communities. 

Mixed-Use Districts 

LMN –   The Low Density Mixed-Use Neighborhood District is intended to be a setting for a variety of 
housing, providing diverse opportunities for single unit and accessory dwellings to attached 
units and small and medium-sized multifamily structures. 

MMN – The Medium Density Mixed-Use Neighborhood District is intended to be a setting for a diverse 
range of higher intensity housing and complementary services and amenities within close 
proximity of transit and/or commercial districts. 

HMN – The High Density Mixed-Use Neighborhood District is intended to be a setting for higher 
density multi-family housing and group quarter residential uses (dormitories, fraternities, 



sororities, etc.) closely associated with, and in close proximity to, the Colorado State 
University Main Campus, provided that such areas have been given this designation in 
accordance with an adopted subarea plan. Multistory buildings (greater than one [1] story and 
up to five [5] stories) are encouraged in order to promote efficient utilization of the land and 
the use of alternative modes of travel. 

NCM –  The Neighborhood Conservation, Medium Density District is intended to preserve the character 
of areas that have a predominance of developed single-family and low- to medium-density 
multi-family housing and have been given this designation in accordance with an adopted 
subarea plan. NCB – Neighborhood Conservation, Buffer 

NCB –  The Neighborhood Conservation, Buffer District is intended for areas that are a transition 
between residential neighborhoods and more intensive commercial-use areas or high traffic 
zones that have been given this designation in accordance with an adopted subarea plan. 

NC –  The Neighborhood Commercial District is intended to be a mixed-use commercial core area 
anchored by a supermarket or grocery store and a transit stop. The main purpose of this District 
is to meet consumer demands for frequently needed goods and services, with an emphasis on 
serving the surrounding residential neighborhoods typically including a Medium Density Mixed-
Use Neighborhood.  

Commercial Districts 

D -  The Downtown District is intended to provide a concentration of retail, civic, employment and 
cultural uses in addition to complementary uses such as hotels, entertainment and housing, 
located along the backdrop of the Poudre River Corridor. It is divided into nine (9) subdistricts 
as depicted on Figure 18. The development standards for the Downtown District are intended 
to encourage a mix of activity in the area while providing for high quality development that 
maintains a sense of history, human scale and pedestrian-oriented character. 

CC –  The Community Commercial District provides a combination of retail, offices, services, cultural 
facilities, civic uses and higher density housing. Multi-story buildings are encouraged to 
provide a mix of residential and nonresidential uses. Offices and dwellings are encouraged to 
locate above ground-floor retail and services. 

CCN –  The Community Commercial - North College District is for fringes of retail/commercial core 
areas and corridors. This District is intended for moderate intensity uses that are supportive of 
the commercial core or corridor, and that help to create a transition and a link between the 
commercial areas and surrounding residential areas. This designation is only for areas 
identified for its application in the North College Corridor Plan. 

CCR – The Community Commercial - Poudre River District (C-C-R) is for downtown fringe areas in the 
Cache la Poudre River corridor with both public street frontage and River frontage. This 
District provides locations for redevelopment or development of moderate intensity uses that 
are supportive of Downtown, subject to floodplain restrictions. Such redevelopment or 



development shall be compatible with the scenic, cultural, natural and historical context of 
the River and Downtown. 

A main purpose of the District is to foster a healthy and compatible relationship between the 
River, the Downtown and surrounding urban uses. Any significant redevelopment shall be 
designed as part of a master plan for the applicable group of contiguous properties. 

CG –  The General Commercial District is intended to be a setting for development, redevelopment 
and infill of a wide range of community and regional retail uses, offices and personal and 
business services. Secondarily, it can accommodate a wide range of other uses including 
creative forms of housing. 

CG (CAC) – The General Commercial, I-25/State HWY 392 Interchange Corridor Activity Center is 
intended to be a setting for development, redevelopment and infill of a wide range of 
community and regional retail uses, offices and personal and business services. Secondarily, it 
can accommodate a wide range of other uses including creative forms of housing. 

CS –  The Service Commercial District is intended for high traffic commercial corridors where a 
range of uses is encouraged to create a transition from commercial operations on a highway, 
arterial street or rail spur, to less intensive use areas or residential neighborhoods.  

CL (RA) –The Limited Commercial, Riverside Area is intended for areas primarily containing existing, 
small commercial uses that are adjacent to residential neighborhoods. Many of these areas 
have transitioned over time from residential to commercial uses.  

CL (OA) –  The Limited Commercial, Other Areas is to allow small scale nonresidential uses to continue 
to exist or to expand while still protecting surrounding residential areas, provided that such 
areas have been designated under an adopted subarea plan as being appropriate for the C-L 
District 

HC – The Harmony Corridor District is intended to implement the design concepts and land use 
vision of the Harmony Corridor Plan - that of creating an attractive and complete mixed-use 
area with a major employment base.  

Employment and Other Districts 

E –  The Employment District is intended to provide locations for a variety of workplaces including 
light industrial uses, research and development activities, offices and institutions. This District 
also is intended to accommodate secondary uses that complement or support the primary 
workplace uses, such as hotels, restaurants, convenience shopping, child care and housing. 

I –  The Industrial District is intended to provide a location for a variety of work processes and 
work places such as manufacturing, warehousing and distributing, indoor and outdoor 
storage, and a wide range of commercial and industrial operations. The Industrial District also 
accommodates complementary and supporting uses such as convenience shopping, child care 



centers and housing. While these Districts will be linked to the City's transportation system for 
multiple modes of travel, some may emphasize efficient commercial trucking and rail traffic as 
needed. Industrial and manufacturing processes used in this District may, by necessity, be 
characteristically incompatible with residential uses. 

POL –  The Public Open Lands District is for large publicly owned  parks and open lands which have a 
community-wide emphasis or other characteristics which warrant inclusion under this 
separate designation rather than inclusion in an adjoining neighborhood or other District 
designation. 

PUD –  The Planned Unit Development Overlay guides subsequent Project Development Plans and 
Final Plans for large or complex developments governed by an approved PUD Master Plan. 

T –  The Transition District is intended for properties for which there are no specific and 
immediate plans for development. The only permitted uses are those existing at the date the 
property was placed into this District. 


