
Warranty of Habitability 

By law, every residential lease in Colorado includes a "Warranty of Habitability". 

The Warranty of Habitability requires landlords to maintain living spaces they rent 

out up to some basic standards. The law requires that rental units are to be general 

safe and "fit for human habitation." 

What are the basic requirements under the Warrant of 

Habitability? 

Landlord Duties 

Landlords are required to make sure that their properties have: 

• Waterproofing and weather protection that are maintained in good

working order on the roof, outside walls, windows and doors

• Plumbing or gas facilities that are maintained in good working order and

that complied with the applicable building codes when they were installed

• Running hot and cold water that are furnished to the appropriate fixtures in

the property and are connected to the appropriate sewer system

• Functioning heating facilities that are in good working order and that

complied with the applicable building codes when they were installed. (NOTE:

There is no requirement that the landlord provide air conditioning or cooling

systems of any sort)

• Electrical lighting that is maintained in good working order and complied with

the applicable building codes at the time it was installed

• Common Areas (if any) that are reasonably clean, sanitary and free of trash,

rubbish and debris, bugs and pests

• Appropriate extermination if needed to eliminate infestations of rodents or

"vermin"

• An appropriate number of outdoor trash receptacles in good working order

• Floors, stairways and railings that are maintained in good working order

• Locks or security devices that are in good working order on all exterior doors

and openable windows












