
Rental Housing Minimum Requirements 
Required Items in ALL Rental Housing 

Exterior General 

1. Building, sidewalks, outbuildings and fences generally must be in good repair and
free from hazards like damaged and loose building components.

2. Yards must not have rodent, vermin or insect infestation and free from hazards
such as open holes or broken sidewalks.

3. Stairways must not have loose or broken steps and have handrails solidly
attached.

4. Decks and porches 30 inches above the ground must have guardrails that are
solidly attached.

5. Window wells within 3 feet of driveways or sidewalks must be protected with
guard rails or grate covers.

Interior General 

1. Windows and doors must be capable of keeping wind and elements out.
2. Insect screens are required on windows and doors used for ventilation May to

November.
3. Entry doors are required to have locks for security; locks shall operate from inside

without a key or special knowledge.
4. Windows located within 6 feet of ground are required to have locks for security.
5. All floors, walls, stairs, doors and windows to be maintained in good repair and

free from decay or defective surfaces.
6. All stairs must have handrails and guardrails installed and solidly attached.
7. All interior doors must be securely attached and open and close properly.
8. All interior spaces must be free from rodent, vermin or insect infestation.
9. All walking surfaces must be in generally good repair.

Light 

1. Every habitable space must have a window for natural light with a glazed area
sized not less than 8% of the floor area of the room.

2. In buildings containing 3 or more dwelling units, the common hallways and
stairways must be provided with one 60 watt bulb per every 200 square feet.

Ventilation 

1. Every habitable space must have at least one openable window for natural
ventilation sized not less than 4% of the floor area of the room.

2. Every bathroom and toilet room must have an openable window to the exterior or
have an exhaust fan, ducted to the exterior.

3. Every clothes dryer must be exhausted to the exterior through independent ducts.
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