
Sec. 7-145. - ALlegation of campaign violation.

a) Any candidate or registered elector of the City rcomplainant”) who has reason reasonablc.
good faith belief, based on factual information that arw nerson. candidate, candidate
committee. issue committee small scale committee, or political committeoL~
haseviolation of Criapter 7, Article V. of this Code; has~ by ....g~ candidate,
c..ndidato e~,mmitt~. ~ c.,mmitt~,.., ,3mpll scalp issue committ.~.~ A pJitic0l
committ,.., may file a written complaint with the City Clerk, no later than sixty (60) days after
the date of the alleged violation h..3 ,.,ccu,,cd.

b)1) Thecomplaintmustcontain:
4-ia. The name of the alleged violator;
2~b. The Code provision allegedly violated;
3)c,A brief statement or description of the offense allegedly committed and

the basis for the allegation;
djd. l&ntif;e..ton of ....; ..~L,.0nt documents or other ~..d..ne..AIl

documentation or other factual evidence known to the complainant to

5)e, Identification of any witnesses or persons with relevant knowledge; and
6~L The name, address and telephone number at the complainant.

b) Within 3 working days of receipt of a complaint the City Clerk, in consultation with the City
Attamey.wilt conduct a preliminary reviewso determine whetberJfla complaint is sufficient.
&si,ijtjcient complaint must comolv with the following;

• ii.

rn ProDerty alleges a violation of Chanter 7. Article V. of this Code.
cLJLthe~t.ClerhJnsonsul1ation~with the CityAttorney, determines thauhesnmplaintis

nsufftcianLtheLlty,CIefkwlth
lLJAolilyShe complainant that the complaint hatbfenslismisaact.and
21 Forward the complaint to the person who is the subiect to the complaint

(“respondent”) and notify them that the complaint has been dismissed.
d)_JLsbeses~mndtntioJhtcomgalainUtLcan11ldate for an elected.position fox muntipalrntice

oijfjan.dily Clerk, in consultation with the City.Attomey. Otermines internal review of the
complaint may raise conflict concerns, the City Attorney will retain special legal counsel to
canducuflenvakjation of the complaintuslnglhaprQcess described below, if it is
dmQtoflsufUctent

e)e) Forsuffmieffl complaints that allege a criminal violation as set forth in (b),
the City Clerk will forward the complaint to the respondent and to the CityAttorney, who will
evaluate the complaint for probable cause as provided for in this Division 2,

d)f) Forsufficient complaints that do not allege a criminal violation, the complaints sheitwill be
subject to a civil infraction process as~h0,~.infoI1ews:

1L,The City Clerk will forward the complaint to the respondent by electron c mail,
notifyingthe respondent that the alleged violation may be subject to a civil
infraction~and~t1ht9resump1lvapanalty in accordance with § 7 143(a).

2)_Upon receipt of the complaintantaanflmepnoctoiilingoLthecomptamtwith
Municipal Court, thesesiaonLientsnay;
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a. Pavthefine: or
b. Provide any responsive information to the City Clerk regarding the

alle~ations in the complaint.

2)—The Citj Clcrk v.11 forwo,d thc complaint to thc City Att.. .~..y. wt~, ~h,~ll i ,.Qi,~w th~
c...mploint to dctc I in~ whether the complant.

All4~... ,..uffici,.nt f.cL to p~pport p factt~al and lcgal basis to. ttic ,,,.,Lti...,,,, ~
allcgcdA1ter~mvidmgpotisttoJflejespapflgnLrbjcamp1LaintstQgvCLerI<.jn
consultation with the City Attorney will determine whether the complainant has
provided credible evidence to support a finding that the respondent violated this
Article so as to warrant further investigation it the City Clerk determines that the
complaintuaessnt contain credibLe evidence ouhat the allegation~o~snat
warranthiflbeuoyestjgationjfltcltrIwilLdjsmjssthtcomplaintandnotify bath
thntlsnlandihtcDnwialnant
9)—tf tho Pt-, Attornog dote. minca that th,. com~l0int t0it.. t,.. ...ti.Jj ...ny ..f th... Formatted: indent: Left 1’ No buiiets or numbering
thrce (3) cLm~nL i, th. inim~,d,.A~.l, ~.~.c14ng &bacct,on (2), thc Citg Au... ri.y
shall co notify the pity Clcrk who w;ll, in tu. n, notify th,.~ t ~,,d
respondent ow, tng

4)UponreceipLeflhesamplamtjjpjtntjljhe initiation of aninvestigatiandhe
respondent may Provide evidence of a cure. A “cure” is defined to include evidence
of substantial compliance with the applicable law Upon receipt of evidence of a
cure, the City Clerk, in consultation with the City Attorney, will dismiss the
camptaint. The.CityClerk will notify bothlhelespltar,athesGmplajnant.
Whenxeviftwing..thtavidcncejhtCit~Qlerk, in consultationwith the City Attorney
will consider the following.

a. The extent of the respondent’s noncompliance:
b The PU pose of the p ovision violated and whether that purpose was

substantia ly achieved despite the noncomplia ce: a d
c. Whether the noncompliance may properly be viewed as a knowing

attemot to mislead the electorate or election officials,
5)_if the City Attornej C erk, in consultation with the City Attorney, determines that the

complaint satisti~,,, th.. th,,~e (3) elements ,n the mmedatcl,~Oub,,,..,..tion
(2tcontaiscrethhlesvidence andwarrantsfurtherjnvestigationjheLityAttomey
will arrange for any necessary outside or internal investigators to assist in
conduct ng an investigation, the Ct-, Atto ncj shall notify thcThe- City Clerk who

‘in turn, notify the respondent and complainan that an investigation has begun,
thaufleymaybesontactedloLaninterview or other information gatfiarm~Any
additionat informationthat either theJespQndent&LcQmplaln3ffij&aojsJaQrgvj~e
musttej000lyoabLtfltcjty.flextwittinjen.Llmbusiness days. Documentation
must be received within the ten (10) working days n order to be cons dered during
the nves igation ,n oritng at the p.esumptr,c ~cnalty in ..c,..u,&n~c with S 7 143(a)
0nd that the
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determine whether
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complaint with the Municipal Court
be governed byArticte V of Chapter 19 of this Code.



*0)1 U A complainant or any other nonrespondent~tta4{wijI not be a party to the
City Attorneys initial review, cure proceedings, investigation, or any proceeding in
the Municipal Court. A complainant may request permission from the Municipal
Judge or their designee to file an amicus curiae brief.

Any person that commits a violation of this Article st~e{twftl be personally
liable for the penalties imposed. Any candidate eftM+will be personally Liable for
penalties imposed upon the candidate or the candidate’s committee and may use
campaign contributions to pay penalties,


