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• April 3, 2025

o Petition Representatives submitted and Initiative 
Petition to the Clerk’s Office

• April 10, 2025

o Form of Initiative Petition approved for circulation

o 450 petition sections were created allowing for up to 
30 signatures per section (started on April 10)

• June 10, 2025

o Returned Petition to the Clerk’s Office on June 10, 
2025 (Deadline was June 11)

o Included 317 Petition Sections

o Petition Representatives estimated they had obtained 
more than 7,300 valid signatures

o 5,070 signatures were needed
Friends for Hughes
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Petition Signatures Sample

CT Examiner
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How Does a Petition Check Work?

Send to

Municipal

Court
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Petition Check – 1st Round

Preliminary 

Review
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Double-Check on Voters that could

not be found using SCORE

Double-Check on address and

other issues listed

Double check on Circulator

Affidavit and Notary
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Petition Check – 3rd Round – Final Effort

Building Trust

Promoting Accountability

Triple-check on names 

we cannot find

Addition of Confidential 

Voters
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• June 10, 2025

o Started checking signatures

o More than 7,500 signatures checked

 6,301 valid signatures were identified as 
part of petition check

 5,070 valid signatures were needed

• June 25, 2025

o Statement of sufficiency issued

• July 2, 2025

o Deadline for Protests

o Protest received on July 2, 2025 

o Protest was withdrawn on July 3, 2025

 Most allegations were related to campaign 
finance 

Friends for Hughes
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Present Petition – Council Choices

• Adopt the proposed citizen 
ordinance without alterations 
within 30 days.

Option 1

• Submit the proposed measure to 
the registered electors of the City.

• Must be submitted in the form 
petitioned for.

Option 2
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Option 1 – Citizen Ordinance

• Ordinance No.126, 2025

• Would adopt the citizen-initiated ordinance regarding preserving and

establishing the use for the entire former Hughes Stadium Property

as a City natural area without alteration.

• Council can adopt or consider Resolution 2025-073 which would

submit the measure and establish the ballot language.
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Option 2 – Resolution

• Resolution 2025-073

• Adopts the ballot title and submission clause of the measure

• Submits the citizen-initiated ordinance regarding preserving and

establishing the use for the entire former Hughes Stadium Property

as a City natural area to a vote of registered electors.

• November 4, 2025 regular election.
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Proposed Ballot Language

PROPOSED CITIZEN-INITIATED ORDINANCE

An ordinance modifying the citizen-initiated ordinance approved by the registered 

electors in April 2021, which required the City of Fort Collins to acquire, rezone 

and use for specified purposes the approximately 165-acre parcel of real property 

formerly home to the Hughes Stadium, so as to require that the property be used 

100% as a City natural area.

FOR THE ORDINANCE _____

AGAINST THE ORDINANCE _____
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Protests

• City Code allows any registered elector to protest a ballot title or

submission clause.

• Protest Deadline: Monday, July 14, 2025 (by noon).

• If any are received, a public hearing will be added to the agenda and

must take place before Council can adopt the Resolution.
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