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To provide high-quality laboratory and watershed services that meet the needs of our 

customers, our community and the environment. 
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What is wastewater surveillance?

Method that tracks disease trends 

by monitoring infectious pathogens 

shed by individuals into wastewater 

systems 

Helps health care providers and local 

public health agencies allocate 

resources

Find early signs of diseases in a 

community without needing to test 

each person

Wastewater surveillance provides 

additional data that could inform us 

about our community health 



Benefits and limitations

● Helps people understand the risk of 

disease in their communities

● Able to find cases of illness in people 

that may be asymptomatic

● Allows for allocation of resources

● Fills clinical surveillance gaps

● Not able to capture homes on a 

septic system

● Population movement patterns

● Shedding patterns vary among 

individuals and pathogens 

BENEFITS LIMITATIONS



Wastewater surveillance process 

Wastewater utility 

collects raw sewage 

sample 

Lab receives and 

processes sample

Lab tests samples

Lab team reports the 

results to the data 

team

Data team analyzes 

the data and posts 

to our dashboards



Current program 

model 



Sentinel surveillance sites and emergency surveillance sites

= Sentinel site

= Emergency surveillance site     



Current 

targets



Public dashboard

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/dcphr/wastewater

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/dcphr/wastewater


Questions?

cdphe_wastewater_surv@state.co.us

mailto:cdphe_wastewater_surv@state.co.us

