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CITY COUNCIL MEMORANDUM  

 
TO: City Council  

  
FROM: Jesse VanderZanden, City Manager  

  
PROJECT TEAM: Anna D. Ruggles, CMC, City Recorder 

  
DATE: September 12, 2022 

  
SUBJECT: Item B. Public Comment  

 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Anyone wishing to speak to the City Council on an item not on the agenda or 
on the agenda and not scheduled for a public hearing may be heard. Written comments may be 
submitted by 3:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. All testimony is electronically recorded.  
 
The following attached written correspondence was received via e-mail to: 
citycouncilors@forestgrove-or.gov.  
 

 Name: Subject: Date: 

1. Adolph Valfre Mentally Ill Incident in Forest Grove 08/22/22 

2. Al Stu McMenamins Noise Pollution 08/27/22 

3.  Rayce Manriki Thank you 08/30/22 

4. Johnny Griffen Pacific University Parking 09/02/22 

5.  Chris Billman Questions and Answers About ADA/Section 504 - Civil 
Rights | Federal Highway Administration 

09/08/22 

6. Chris Billman Administration 09/09/22 

7. Chris Billman Disabilities 09/12/22 

8.  Chris Billman Disabilities discrimination 09/12/22 

9.  Al Stu McMenamins Noise Pollution; Public Comment for 
City Council Meeting 09/12/2022 

09/12/22 

10. Elizabeth Mathiesen B street homeless camp 09/12/22 

    

 
Attachments:  
Correspondence Attached   

CITY RECORDER USE ONLY: 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM #: B. 1.  
  

MEETING DATE: 09/12/2022 
  

FINAL ACTION:  Public Comment 
Addendum 

 

mailto:citycouncilors@forestgrove-or.gov


Anna Ruggles 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Adolph Valfre > 
Monday, August 22, 2022 8:17PM 
Peter Truax; Malynda Wenzl; Elena Uhing; Timothy Rippe; Kristy Kottkey; Mariana 
Valenzuela; Donna Gustafson 
Jesse VanderZanden 

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Mentally Ill Incident in Forest Grove 

FYI only- not for dissemination 

I was browsing through FB when an article involving Forest Grove caught my eye. There I found discussions about a 
person's home being broken into by "a crazy man" . The affected family was obviously and understandably upset by this 
experience, as children were located downstairs. 

However, since the house was located a few blocks from the new affordable apartments at Main and 26 Avenue, they 
immediately surmised (in error) that this "crazy man" was probably a resident from these units and likely getting some 
mental health services from Sequoia Mental Health Center. The conversation then degraded into familiar NIMBY bias 
against low-income families being in their neighborhood. 

I reached out to Komi Kalevor from the County Housing Department to investigate, and he contacted FGPD. The arrested 
individual is a parole violator and in custody. However, he IS NOT and NEVER WAS a resident of the Avenida 26 
apartments. 

I mention this to you all as "rumors", particularly false and disparaging ones like this that stereotype others by "group 
identity", seem to have a life of their own. I am reaching out to you as a collegial heads up to hopefully preclude you 
being blindsided should someone approach you with a Citizen's Complaint. 

The link to the FGPD booking register is shown below. 

Let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for service on behalf of our city. 

~val 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Komi Kalevor > 
Date: August 22, 2022 at 4:54:22 PM PDT 
To: Marni Kuyl  
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Mentally Ill Incident in Forest Grove 

QUICK UPDATE-

Will checked in FGPD and Cascade. Incident occurred on Saturday at 3:58. Police arrested  
. Cascade confirmed that  is not a resident at the Valfre . You can find the booking listing 

here if your scroll down to Rose- https://www.co.washington.or.us/sheriff/jail/who-is-in­
custody.efm?alpha=R It looks like it was also a parole violation. 
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( 

INFO: Washington County email addresses will change from @co.washington.or.us to @washingtoncountyor.gov 
on September 26, 2022. Please update my contact information at that time. 
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Anna Ruggles 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

AI Stu <A > 
Saturday, August 27, 2022 8:50 PM 
City Councilors 
McMenamins Noise Pollution 

The concerts being held at McMenamins are subjecting Forest Grove residents to inappropriate and disturbing noise 
pollution within their homes. 

I believe the major problem is that sound ordnances by in large have not been updated to take into account modern 
sound systems which drive inordinate amounts of low frequency (bass) which permeates though walls and into 
homes. An appropriate frequency weighting needs to be used which take the low frequency into account. 

I past era's this was not a problem because sound systems were more modest and not driving the inordinate amounts of 
bass. 

Please correct this situation with these concerts. The thumping is intolerable. 

Long time Forest Grove resident 
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Anna Ruggles 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi , 

Rayce Manriki <  
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 3:50 PM 
Anna Ruggles 
nelsen@pacificu.edu 
Thank you 

I'm a student from pacific university just reaching out to say that I appreciate what you guys are doing 
for the forest grove community. I am all for sustainable living and trying to change the ways we do 
things today to help cut down the emissions and in other ways to save the planet. 
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Anna Ruggles 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello Major Truax, 

Griffen, Johnny  > 

Friday, September 2, 2022 11 :32 AM 
Peter Truax 
Pacific University Parking 

/ 

My name is Jonathan Griffen and I'm currently enrolled as a sophomore at Pacific University. I'm emailing you to address 
the parking situation here at Pacific. I'm sure this isn't the first time this is being addressed because I know the vast 
majority of my peers feel the same way, but I feel it's still important to talk about because the issue has not gone away. 
It's extremely frustrating that there is not adequate space for students to park their cars( specifically overnight parking) 
and I would like to know what steps can be taken in order to reach a compromise on this issue. Considering that the 
majority of parking surrounding the university is 4-hour parking or less, it is unfair that many students are forced to park 
blocks away from campus in order to avoid tickets, especially when they live on campus. Whether it be through 
fund raising and/or negotiation between city council and university policymakers it would be much appreciated if the 
student-body could receive some aid on how to move forward with this issue that has been painfully apparent for every 
student with a vehicle. Thank you for your time and I hope you have a great weekend! 
Sincerely, 
Jonathan Griffen 
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Statement for the Forest Grove September 12, 2022 council meeting 

beth Mathiesen

 17 Ave


 OR 97116




September 12,  2022

Re: B street homeless camp


I attended the community meetings regarding homelessness and the B street camp last May.  I 
went to the city website to read the minutes of meetings around the B street camp.   And I can 
see that the community comments have been documented and that good progress has been 
made by cleaning the camp and moving it.    


I also see that the original 8-10 campers has increased to 10-20.   And I understand there is 
some pressure to expand the numbers even more.    I am adamantly opposed to a larger camp 
on B street.  I am opposed to more than 10 camps.   There are several reasons.  One is the fire 
hazard.   I was worried about the recent windy and dry conditions because of the fire hazard.  
Yes, there has been some fire mitigation work done but that does not eliminate the threat 
because there are dry fields all around that go up the hill to a lot of trees and my property and 
also across to the trees along the creek bank.  The photos of the old camp showing the large 
burnt area suggests there already has been a fire that had gotten out of hand.   And with the 
cooler nights it isn’t unreasonable to assume that they will have fires again.  And it isn’t 
unreasonable to assume that if they feel a need they will then find their fuel where they found it 
before - in the woods by the creek which affects that protected natural area.  


Secondly, the camps need to be closely monitored in order to address many of the concerns 
the community has expressed such as thefts, trash, and fire hazards.   Larger camps are more 
difficult to monitor and control and lend themselves to more violations.   And lastly, I believe the 
campers themselves feel less safe in a larger camp where there are more people coming and 
going that they don’t know.   


When we had the citizens meetings we were given a view of this camp as being very small and 
temporary.   Temporary because the city had not yet had the opportunity to look for a 
replacement.   Temporary was meant as until the end of the year, for example.  They hoped to 
find another place by then. 


I feel as if the promise of a small camp has been ignored with the increase to 10-20 camps as 
posted in the minutes.   And now I am concerned that the promise of a temporary camp is also 
being ignored.    I read that there are plans to install sanitary facilities.  I sincerely hope this 
meant port-a-potties and washing stations and not permanent bathrooms and showers.  But 
there is no indication in the minutes of what this refers to.   I want to know that this is a 
temporary camp and that temporary means that it is being replaced soon as it was represented 
during those community interactions.  And I want to see what measures are being taken to find 
the replacement camp and when the camp on B street will be moved to the new location.


Forest Grove citizens made a lot of comments, questions, and concerns during the community 
meetings.  The council admirably reached out to build trust with the community by engaging us 
in this very important issue that affects us.  The council does not normally do a very good job 
in communicating and engaging with the community in their decision making process.   It has 
been my experience to go to meetings and provide input.  Decisions are then made without 
any reference to the input given.  I raised this as a concern this time around too.   So this is an 
opportunity for the city to build trust.  I was encourages to see the documentation of our 
comments.  However, I have seen nothing in the minutes of any of the meetings that shows 



that the committee or council has discussed any of our input.  In fact, it seems that we have 
again been ignored.  Why has the committee not discussed these?   Why have we not gotten 
any answers to our questions and concerns?   We don’t want a permanent camp there.   We 
don’t want a large camp there.   Where does it say in any of your minutes that you are stating 
that this is a small temporary camp as it was presented to us?  


Community involvement is important and you found that a lot of people were willing to take the 
time to provide input respectfully.   We need to see that our input is being taken seriously and 
this wasn’t just a PR stunt so the city can say they involved the community.  Unless our input is 
shown to have been respectfully used to devise and implement a plan then there has been no 
community involvement.



