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Clayton State University getting new president

By Dave Williams

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — A top admin-
istrator at Fort Valley State
University has been tapped
to lead Clayton State Uni-
versity.

The University System of
Georgia Board of Regents
named T. Ramon Stuart
Thursday sole finalist for the
Clayton State post. Stuart
has been serving as provost
and vice president of aca-
demic affairs at Fort Valley
State since 2016.

“Dr. Stuart is a veteran
leader in higher education
who has done an outstand-
ing job over his career of
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keeping a focus on how to
help more students stay on
track and succeed in attaining

their college degree,” uni-
versity system Chancellor
Steve Wrigley said.

“His experience makes
him at excellent candidate
to lead Clayton State as it
continues to increase stu-
dent success, grow its cam-
pus community and expand
its academic reach across
metro Atlanta and Georgia.”

Stuart has served in his
current position since 2016.
An experienced higher edu-
cation administrator, Stu-
art is responsible for the
Academic Affairs division
at FVSU including the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences,
College of Education, Col-
lege of Agriculture, Family

Sciences and Technology.
He also has leadership re-
sponsibility for Student Suc-
cess, Retention Services,
the Hunt Memorial Library,
Office of Institutional Re-
search, Planning and Ef-
fectiveness and the Quality
Enhancement Plan, among
other departments. Thanks
to his significant role in
enrollment and retention
efforts, FVSU has elevated
its student retention rate
to the mid-7oth percentile
and increased the gradua-
tion rate by 15%.

“Dr. Stuart is a proven
leader who can help Clay-
ton State University and
its students, faculty, staff

Virtual Wellness Expo coming June 17

From staff reports

The second of four virtual
Wellness Expos presented by
the Clayton News Daily and
Southern Regional Medical
Center, along with support-
ing sponsors and preferred
vendors, will be held June 17,
providing the community with
avenue for health and medi-
cal information and insight.

In addition to presenting
sponsor Southern Regional
Medical Center, GUIDE Inc.
is a preferred sponsor. Pre-
ferred vendors are Ingles,
Healing Rise Up Solutions
and CareSource. Kim Gold-
en of Southern Regional will
emcee the virtual event.

During the virtual event,
participants will hear from
four Southern Regional Medi-
cal Center physicians as well
as Amira Abdulhafic, MPH,
CP, program coordinator for
GUIDE Inc. Topics for the
expo include general sur-
gery, emergency medicine,
cardiology, physical medicine

and rehabilitation and men-
tal health.

Pre-register for the expo
to win gift cards, food gift
certificates, and tickets to
Fernbank Museum of Natu-
ral History. To register, go to
www.thewellnessexpo.com.
Registration is free.

Additional dates for virtual
Wellness Expos are Sept. 16
and Nov. 18.

Presenting physicians
include:

¢ Nidhi Khanna, DO, Gen-
eral Surgery

Dr. Nidhi Khanna is a gen-
eral surgeon who is board-cer-
tified by American Board of
Osteopathic Surgeons. Khan-
na earned her medical degree
from the New York College
of Osteopathic Medicine in
Old Westbury, N.Y. She went
on to complete her general
surgery residency at Rowan
School of Osteopathic Medi-
cine in Stratford, N.J., and it
was during her residency that
she earned a Letter of Com-
mendation and was honored
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with the Resident Teaching
Award.

Providing high quality care
using the latest in surgical
technology is Khanna'’s pas-
sion. When appropriate, she
offers her patients minimally
invasive procedures includ-
ing laparoscopic (LAP-RO-
SCOPIC) and robotic surgery
options. It is her individual-
ized attention and dedication
to each patient that adds to
Khanna’s success in patient
care excellence.

¢ Michael Serotoff, MD,
Emergency Medicine

Dr. Michael Serotoff is a
physician in Southern Re-
gional’s busy Emergency De-
partment. Board-certified
by the American Board of
Emergency Medicine, Serot-
off earned his medical degree
from the State University of
New York Downstate Health
Sciences University in Brook-
Iyn, N.Y.. He completed his
residency in emergency med-
icine at the Jacobi Medical
Center in Bronx, N.Y., and
a fellowship in emergency
medicine at North Shore-
Long Island Jewish Health
System in Manhasset, N.Y.

A skilled emergency medi-
cine physician, Serotoff is an
expert in handling conditions
of urgent and emergent situ-
ation for patients of all ages.
Completing both his residen-
cy and fellowship in hospitals
that were high-volume, level
one trauma facilities, pre-
pared him well to respond

PUBLIC NOTICE
BUDGET HEARING

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF FOREST PARK WILL HOLD MEETINGS
TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE
PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022 BUDGET ON

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2021, @ 5:00PM

AND

MONDAY, JUNE 21, 2021, @ 7:00 PM

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL,
745 FOREST PARKWAY, FOREST PARK, GA 30297

A COPY OF THE PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2021-
2022 BUDGET WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR VIEW-
ING ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE AND IN THE CITY
CLERK’S OFFICE, 745 FOREST PARKWAY, FOR-
EST PARK, GA 30297.

FOLLOWING THE PUBLIC HEARING ON JUNE
21,2021, THE PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022
BUDGET WILL BE ADOPTED.

to the emergent situations he
faces every day at Southern
Regional.

Overseeing cases that range
from cardiac distress and stroke
to fractures, lacerations and
other acute conditions, Se-
rotoff’s life-saving decisions
make him a critical member
of the hospital’s Emergency
Department team.

¢ Vikram Mandadi, MD,
Interventional Cardiology

Dr. Vikram Mandadi is an
interventional cardiologist
who is board-certified in in-
ternal medicine, cardiovascu-
lar disease, and interventional
cardiology by the American
Board of Internal Medicine.
He completed his medical
education at Mahadevappa
Rampure Medical College,
Karnataka, India. He com-
pleted his internal medicine
internship and residency at
Saint Vincent Catholic Medi-
cal Center of Brooklyn, N.Y.
He then completed two fel-
lowships — one in cardiovas-
cular disease and one in in-
terventional cardiology — at
Richmond University Hospital
Center in Staten Island, N.Y.
During these fellowships, he
was chief cardiology fellow.

Mandadi specializes in cor-
onary interventions and is
proficient in peripheral vas-
cular interventions. Of special
note — Mandadi is one of the
pioneer cardiologists in the
Atlanta area who specialize
in the transradial approach
to cardiac catheterization and
coronary angioplasty — which
means it is performed through
the wrist. He prides himself
on not only being a leader in
his field, but on focused in-
dividualized, compassionate
care for every patient.

Mandadi is a physician with
Emory Southern Heart Spe-
cialists and is the chief medical
officer at Southern Regional
Medical Center. In addition,
he is the medical director of
Southern Regional’s award-
winning, accredited Chest
Pain Center.

¢ William J. Rivers, III,
MD, Physical Medicine and
Rehabilitation

Dr. William Rivers is a phys-
iatrist — a doctor who spe-
cializes in physical medicine
and rehabilitation — and is
board-eligible for the American
Board of Family Medicine. A
Georgia native, he graduated
from Clayton State University
and earned his medical de-
gree from Mercer University
School of Medicine. Rivers

and alumni succeed,” said
Regent Cade Joiner, who
chaired the committee that
helped with the search.
Before coming to Fort
Valley State, Stuart served
on the faculty at West Vir-
ginia State University, like
Fort Valley State, a land-
grant HBCU. His accom-
plishments there included
developing an engineer-
ing degree program and
increasing the number of
high-school students earn-
ing dual credit by taking
courses at the university.
Subject to final approval
by the Board of Regents,
Stuart will succeed retir-
ing Clayton State President
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completed a general surgery
internship at Spartanburg
Regional Healthcare System,
Spartanburg, S.C., and his res-
idency in physical medicine
and rehabilitation at Indiana
University School of Medicine
in Indianapolis. And before
he did all of that, Dr. Rivers
served six years in the United
States Marine Corps.

Rivers’ practice focuses on
restoring patients’ ability to
perform normal, daily ac-
tivities so they can return to
a higher quality of life. He
works with patients who may
have experienced a stroke,
spinal cord injury, amputa-
tion, brain injury, joint re-
placement, neurological dis-
order, burns, or bone breaks
and fractures. Rivers works
with a team of therapist to
develop individualized pa-
tient treatment plans that
focuses on helping patients
regain their independence.

Dedicated to his field, Riv-
ers has a private practice in
Kennesaw and is the Medical
Director of Southern Region-
al’s Inpatient Rehabilitation
Unit and Outpatient Reha-
bilitation services. Addition-
ally, he has been a volunteer
with Project Healing Waters
— a non-profit organization
dedicated to the physical and
emotional rehabilitation of
disabled active military ser-
vice personnel and disabled
veterans through fly fishing.

Amira Abdulhafid, MPH,
CP, Program Coordinator at
GUIDE Inc.

Amira Abdulhafid serves
as a program coordinator
for suicide prevention. She
joined GUIDE in June of 2019.
Amira focuses on increasing
awareness and resources for
suicide prevention, including
evidence-based suicide pre-
vention trainings, such as QPR
(Question, Persuade, Refer)
and Youth Mental Health
First Aid.

Tim Hynes.

“Itis an honor to be con-
sidered for the presidency
of Clayton State University,
and I am grateful for the
opportunity to help it ful-
fill its potential and achieve
even greater success,” Stu-
art said. “Tremendous work
has already gone into mak-
ing sure the university’s
academic programs and
support systems are strong
and give students, facul-
ty, staff and alumni what
they need to thrive. There
are extraordinary things
ahead for Clayton State,
and I appreciate having a
chance to be a part of that
momentum.”

Dr. Michael
Serotoff

Dr. Nidhi
Khanna

Before joining GUIDE, Ab-
dulhafid worked as a work-
force administration analyst
for a global logistics company.
She also served in the Peace
Corps as a youth development
volunteer in Honduras, where
she facilitated education and
prevention programs.

Abdulhafid is an Atlanta
native. She received her bach-
elor of arts in Spanish with
a creative writing minor at
Georgia College & State Uni-
versity. After returning home
from the Peace Corps, Abdul-
hafid earned a master of public
health at Georgia State Uni-
versity. She interned at AID
Atlanta where she assisted in
educating the community re-
garding their sexual health.
Abdulhafid currently volun-
teers for Empowerment Re-
source Center at their health
outreach events. Abdulhafid
is passionate about building
relationships and sharing
knowledge and education to
create a healthier community.

In her free time, Abdul-
hafid enjoys being around her
fur babies with a good book,
game nights with friends and
is always planning her next
travel adventures! You can
reach Abdulhafid at 678-377-
4134 or amira@guideinc.org.

Southern Regional Medical
Center is celebrating its 50th
anniversary serving Clayton
County and the surrounding
southern crescent communi-
ties and its fifth anniversary
as a member of the Prime
Healthcare Foundation hos-
pital. Southern Regional is a
licensed 331-bed not-for-profit
hospital with an Emergency
Department with the capacity
to treat 45 patients. Southern
Regional provides primary
and specialty care services in-
cluding: Heart and Vascular,
Advanced Imaging, Surgery
and Robotic Surgery, Ortho-
pedics, Neuroscience Services,
Senior Care Services, Sleep
Diagnostics, Rehabilitation,
Weight Loss Management
and Surgery, Wound Care
and Hyperbarics, Women’s
Health and Maternity Ser-
vices and Level ITI Neonatal
Intensive Care. Additionally,
the hospital offers an Accred-
ited Chest Pain Center with
PCI and a Certified Primary
Stroke Center.

Glanton appointed to Joint Study Committee
on Airport Infrastructure and Improvements

From staff reports

ATLANTA — State Representative Mike
Glanton (D-Jonesboro) has been appointed
by Speaker David Ralston (R-Blue Ridge)
to serve as a member on the Joint Study
Committee on Airport Infrastructure &

Improvements.

“I am honored to be a member of this

Mike
Glanton

joint study committee, especially as our

state’s airports begin to operate at full
capacity again,” Glanton said. “Atlanta
is home to one of the world’s busiest air-
ports, yet other areas of our state do not
have the aviation infrastructure needed to
help other Georgia cities and surround-
ing areas flourish. This study commit-
tee will allow the state to get ahead on
making this critical investment and help
other areas of the state remain economi-

cally competitive.”

Established by Senate Resolution 84
during the 2021 legislative session, the

Joint Study Committee on
Airport Infrastructure &
Improvements will exam-
f| ine legislative solutions that
y| would support comprehen-
| sive, strategic plans to develop
a state-wide infrastructure
for airports. This joint study
committee will determine a
course of action regarding
funding and policy development to en-
sure action taken over the next several
years will encourage growth and support
for this industry, as well as identify ways
to increase efficiency and coordination
between Georgia’s air service providers
and aviation industry.

This Joint Study Committee on Airport
Infrastructure & Improvements is com-
prised of members of the Georgia House

and Senate, other state officials and area

experts. This joint study committee will
submit its findings by Dec. 31.



