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Georgia lawmakers respond to crime wave

By Dave Williams

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — The double-
barreled ugliness that was
2020 in America is reverber-
ating in 2021 in a crime wave
that has hit cities across the
country, including Atlanta.

In Georgia, the rise in vi-
olent crime sparked by the
coronavirus pandemic and
the nationwide protests fol-
lowing the murder of George
Floyd, a black man, at the
hands of a white police of-
ficer in Minneapolis is being
felt primarily in the metro
region.

But the increase in crime
is raising alarms at the Geor-
gia Capitol to the point that a
committee in the state House
of Representatives has begun
holding hearings to try to
identify the causes of what’s
happening and how the state
might help fix it.

“Atlanta has been the engine
that runs Georgia,” Rep. Dar-
lene Taylor, R-Thomasville,
said late last month during
the House Public Safety and
Homeland Security Com-
mittee’s initial hearing. “We
cannot let this deteriorate.”

“We have a crime wave in
Atlanta, a battle that we'’re
losing,” added House Speaker
David Ralston, R-Blue Ridge,
who tasked the committee
to look into the issue. “The
only way we’re going to win
it is to work together.”

The statistics are grim.
Homicides in metro Atlan-
ta are up by 60% so far this
year over 2020.

Statewide, there were
125,873 “crimes against
persons” — including death

investigations, assaults and
robberies — during the first
10 months of the current
fiscal year, according to the
Georgia Bureau of Investi-
gation. That’s slightly high-
er than the 125,680 such
crimes reported during all
of Fiscal 2020.

The increase in the broad
category of assaults, robber-
ies, kidnapping and human
trafficking was particularly
dramatic: 19,746 through
the first 10 months of Fis-
cal 2021 compared to 15,809
for all of the last fiscal year.

Dean Dabney, chairman of
the Department of Criminal
Justice and Criminology at
Georgia State University, said
COVID-19 is partly to blame
for the crime wave. While
domestic violence didn'’t rise
significantly during the pan-
demic, according to national
research, street crimes did,
Dabney said.

“It was people on the streets,
gangs, drugs, those kinds of
dynamics,” he said.

Dabney said that trend was
particularly pronounced in
Georgia. As one of the first
states to re-open its econ-
omy, Georgia drew people
from other states anxious
to escape mandatory lock-
downs, he said.

He suggested the shut-
down of courts during the
pandemic also has contrib-
uted to higher crime by de-
laying prosecutions, which
left accused criminals on
the streets.

But Dabney said the fallout
from the deaths last year of
Floyd and Rayshard Brooks
in Atlanta has played a larger
role in the crime wave than

COVID-19 because of the im-
pact the protests have had
on police officers.

“There’s been a slight drop
in community willingness
to engage with police,” he
said. “But more of it is due
to police not feeling com-
fortable with the rules of
engagement.”

Several members of the
House committee said much
the same thing during the
panel’s first hearing.

“There’s been a tidal wave
that’s touched down on law
enforcement,” committee
Chairman J. Collins, R-Vil-
la Rica, said. “Law enforce-
ment [officers] are scared to
do their jobs.”

While the General Assem-
bly is in the business of pass-
ing laws, Ralston said new
legislation is not going to fix
the problem.

“I'm not sure we need new
laws,” he said. “We need a
new commitment to enforce
the laws we have. ... We're
not apprehending people
for committing crimes, and
those we do we’re not bring-
ing to justice.”

Instead of legislation, the
state is dedicating money
and personnel to fighting
the crime wave. Gov. Brian
Kemp has committed up to
$5 million of the Governor’s
Emergency Fund to support
state efforts to bring crime
in Atlanta under control.

“The state has some as-
sets that can be of help: the
state patrol, GBI, the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
and others,” Ralston said.
“I want to see a unified ef-
fort to deal with a serious
problem.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BUDGET HEARING

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF FOREST PARK WILL HOLD MEETINGS
TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE
PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022 BUDGET ON

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16, 2021, @ 5:00PM

AND

MONDAY, JUNE 21, 2021, @ 7:00 PM

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL,
745 FOREST PARKWAY, FOREST PARK, GA 30297

A COPY OF THE PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2021-
2022 BUDGET WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR VIEW-
ING ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE AND IN THE CITY
CLERK’S OFFICE, 745 FOREST PARKWAY, FOR-
EST PARK, GA 30297.

FOLLOWING THE PUBLIC HEARING ON JUNE
21,2021, THE PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022
BUDGET WILL BE ADOPTED.

Shutterstock

The increase in crime is raising alarms at the Georgia Capitol to the point that a committee
in the state House of Representatives has begun holding hearings to try to identify the causes
of what's happening and how the state might help fix it.

But the brunt of combat-
ing Atlanta’s crime wave falls
on the city. Rodney Bryant,
Atlanta’s new police chief,
announced a plan June 7
to restructure the Atlanta
Police Department by creat-
ing a new domestic violence
team, centralizing its inves-
tigative unit and expanding
its gun assault unit.

“The state can only do so
much,” Kemp said. “I'm glad
the APD is stepping up. We've
needed that kind of leader-
ship in the city.”

Dabney said the police
presence needs to increase
if Atlanta and other cities

are to come to grips with
the crime wave.

“Crime rates dropped pre-
cipitously over the last de-
cade due in part to a proac-
tive policy ... as opposed to
waiting for 911 calls and go-
ing there in a reactive man-
ner,” he said. “That came to
a screeching halt last sum-
mer.”

But in the current atmo-
sphere, Dabney said police
have to be careful in how
they step up their presence.

“You can’t just go back to
the old way of aggressive po-
licing; the community does
not like that,” he said. “You

need to revisit the tenets of
community policing. ... You
have to do reform and you
have to do proactive.”

Democrats on the House
committee say they hope
Republicans won’t use the
hearing to win votes by stir-
ring up fears of crime.

“If it’s political theater, 'm
not interested,” Rep. Scott
Holcomb, D-Atlanta, said.
“I'm interested in solutions.”

Collins said the commit-
tee’s mission is serious.

“There’s going to be poli-
tics in this,” he said. “[But]
this committee wants to dig
down and look at the facts.”

Clayton police investigating
shooting death in Riverdale

By Heather Middleton

hmiddleton@news-daily.com

RIVERDALE — Clayton County Police are investigating the death of Norman E.
Johnson III after he was shot Wednesday night, June 9, in Riverdale.

Police said they were called to a person shot on Ga. Highway 85 at about
9:40 p.m. When they arrived they found Johnson dead on the floor of an apart-
ment. Officers said it appears a robbery occurred.

No other information has been released as police continue their investigation.

October 19, 2021.

LEGAL NOTICE

CALL OF SPECIAL ELECTION
TO FILL UNEXPRIED TERM OF COUNTY COMMISSION, DISTRICT 1

CALL DATE: JUNE 1, 2021

TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF DISTRICT 1 CLAYTON COUNTY, GEORGIA

Notice is hereby given that a Special Election shall be held on September 21, 2021 in the election
precincts of County Commission District 1 of the County. A run-off, if needed, shall be held on

QUALIFYING: Qualifying for the special election shall be held at the Clayton County Board of
Elections and Registration Office, 121 South McDonough Street, Annex II, Main Floor Jonesboro,
Georgia 30236. The qualifying fee shall be $1,068 and can be paid by Cashier’s Check or Money
Order. The dates and hours of qualifying shall be as follows:

Monday, July 19, 2021 - 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, July 20, 2021 - 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 — 9:00 a.m. — 12 Noon

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Monday, August 23, 2021 is the last day to register to

17,2021.

17,2021.

vote for all persons who are not registered to vote and who desire to vote in the Special Election.

VOTING: The several places for holding said special election shall be in the regular and
established election districts of the County, and the polls will be open from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00
P.M. on the date fixed for the election. The first day Mail Absentee Ballot Applications can
be accepted is Monday, July 5, 2021. The last day Mail Absentee Ballot Applications can be
accepted is Friday, September 10, 2021.

Mail Absentee Voting will begin on Monday, August 23, 2021 and ends on Friday, September
Absentee by Mail Drop Boxes will be open from Monday, August 30, 2021 to Friday, September
17,2021 during the hours of In-Person Early Voting as established.

In-Person Early Voting will begin on Monday, August 30, 2021 and ends on Friday, September
In-Person Early Voting will be held at Clayton County Board of Elections and Registration Office,
121 South McDonough Street, Annex 11, Main Floor Jonesboro, Georgia 30236. Additional sites

will be added to a future notice.

Those residents qualified to vote at said election shall be determined in all respects in accordance
with election laws of the State of Georgia.

This notice is given pursuant to action of the Clayton County Board of Elections and Registration.

For more information and updates regarding the Special Election in Commission District 1,
Clayton County, please visit us at www.claytonelections.com.

BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND
REGISTRATION OF CLAYTON COUNTY




