
DATE: December 30, 2019 

TO: Mayor and City Council Members 

FROM: Community Development Department 

SUBJECT: ORDINANCE NO. 1299 - AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND 
REPLACING THE TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE AS SET 
FORTH IN CHAPTER 12.16 OF THE FOLSOM MUNICIPAL CODE 
(INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING) 

BACKGROUND/ISSUE 

Trees provide an essential contribution to the general welfare, economic vitality, and overall 
beauty and character of Folsom. In 1995, the City Council adopted a Tree Preservation 
Ordinance (Folsom Municipal Code Chapter 12.16) primarily to establish and maintain tree 
cover and to promote conservation of tree resources. In the 24 years since that time, there have 
been a few minor amendments to the definitions and procedures (1996) and to mitigation fees 
(2006). City Staff and stakeholders (residents, developers, arborists) have identified 
challenges interpreting/implementing the current code as written. As such, staff has engaged 
the community in a focused update to solve problems and give us more tools in our toolbelts 
to help protect and preserve trees. 

In April of 2019, staff introduced the planned approach and process for the Tree Preservation 
Ordinance Update to the City Council, conducted stakeholder interviews and held a 
Community Workshop. Through the initial outreach efforts with residents and stakeholders, 
staff garnered voiced feedback reflecting the following focal desires: 

1. Recognize the inherent value of all trees with regard to both ecological and 
socioeconomic benefits by expanding protection to trees beyond native oak trees. 

2. Prioritize tree preservation over removal with mitigation by providing incentives to 
retain trees during development and mechanisms for discouraging tree removal. 

3. Better protect trees on construction sites by incorporating industry recognized 
standards and best management practices into permit requirements and conditions. 

4. Streamline the permit process and establish clear expectations and criteria for 
decisions. 

5. Reassess how mitigation requirements are tabulated with considerations to the actual 
cost of planting and maintaining replacement trees. 

Through the summer of 2019, staff worked with a consultant to conduct research and analysis 
of best practices and potential solutions to solve the identified problems and challenges 
associated with the current regulations. The Public Draft Tree Preservation Ordinance was 
completed and circulated for public review from October 14 to November 14, 2019. 
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During that review period, City Council held a public workshop (October 22, 2019) intended 
to provide a venue for the community, stakeholders, and decision makers to learn about 
significant changes proposed and to provide input and direction as appropriate prior to any 
public hearing. Staff presentation highlighted proposed changes and showed several common 
scenarios for applicability of existing vs proposed regulations. Council asked questions, 
provided comments, heard a few public comments and directed staff to proceed with 
additional outreach and prepare any modifications for public hearing and consideration of 
adoption. 

OUTREACH~EEDBACK 

In addition to posting the public review draft on the City of Folsom website and including 
announcements in the City's newsletter and on social media, staff pursued further outreach 
actions via email and phone to developers and stakeholders following the release of the public 
review draft. Staff received verbal commitments from those contacted to review the document 
and provide inputs. Additionally, supplemental meetings were held with the Sacramento 
Municipal Utility District (SMUD), resident groups, and arboricultural professionals. 

During the 30-day public review period on the Public Review Draft Tree Preservation 
Ordinance dated October 2019, staff received various input contributions from residents, 
representatives within the development community, technical experts in the field of 
arboriculture and other stakeholders including the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality 
Management District and SMUD. Stakeholder communications/comments are provided in 
Attachment 4. Using the feedback received through this public process City staff incorporated 
appropriate edits aiming to address raised concerns and identify solutions. The bulk of 
received comments consisted of requests for clarity and technical corrections, which staff 
have addressed via updated definitions, added language in applicable sections to more clearly 
delineate processes, and the inclusion of diagrams and illustrations. Specific edits made to the 
October 2019 draft are shown in track changes in Attachment 3. 

ANALYSIS 

In addition to surgical edits for the purposes of providing clarity and technical corrections, a 
few substantive edits were made following the public review period in response to comments 
received. These changes and the basis for each are delineated below: 

Definition of Heritage Tree (12.16.020) - This definition has been clarified to delineate 
certain species shall be excluded from Heritage status due to their invasive nature or 
undesirable traits. These species shall be specified in the Folsom Master Tree List and will 
include species such as cottonwoods, willows, Chinese tree of heaven, locust, palms, 
eucalyptus, and redwoods. 

Tree Permit Exemptions for Utility Companies (12.16.0S0(C)(ll)) - The exemption for 
utility companies further clarifies that the utility company may be either public or private 
investor-owned. Additionally, language was added to specify requirements for notifying the 
City prior to engaging in tree work on protected trees and to emphasize the requirement that 
tree work performed shall conform to ANSI A300 Standards and Best Management Practices 
as published by the International Society of Arboriculture. 

Required Findings for Approval of Tree Removal Permits (12.16.080(B)(5)) - A finding 
for approval of a tree removal permit was added to allow more flexibility to owner-occupants 
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of residential properties. This finding specifies that a resident may be granted a permit to 
remove their street tree so long as a replacement tree is planted on the property consistent with 
the mitigation requirements outlined in Section l 2.16. l 50(A)(l )( c ). 

Grounds for an Appeal (12.16.lO0(B)) - Clarification has been added that specifies the 
grounds for an appeal must be based upon the findings or conditions placed upon a tree 
removal permit. This edit was elicited by concerns that appellants could potentially have the 
ability to postpone or thwart development without substantive grounds to do so. 

Preparation of a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan (12.16.140) - Allowance for a 
licensed professional other than an Arborist to prepare the Tree Protection and Mitigation 
Plan, as approved by the Approving Authority, has been added to address situations where 
development encroachment into the Tree Protection Zone is minor or minimal. 

Tree Condition Ratings in an Arborist Report (12.16.140(B)(2)) - A nationally recognized 
standardized system for rating tree condition has been included as a requirement in an arborist 
report. This will allow for continuity between projects when assessing trees for mitigation 
requirements. 

Tree Preservation Credits toward Mitigation (12.16.lS0(B)(a)) - Language has been added 
to this Section pertaining to Tree Preservation Credit to clearly detail how this concept works. 
Healthy protected trees preserved within the buildable area of a parcel during development 
shall have a credit ratio of 1/2" for every 1" Diameter at Standard Height (DSH) preserved. A 
properly preserved 20" DSH tree, for example, would provide a reduction of 1 O" toward the 
mitigation of other trees removed for development. 

DISCUSSION 

The Public Hearing Draft of the Tree Preservation Ordinance (Attachment 2) aims to correct 
obstacles encountered by staff in the implementation of the current ordinance as well as 
address voiced concerns and desires from residents and stakeholders. These focal concerns 
and the new strategies incorporated into the public hearing draft of the ordinance to address 
them are as follows: 

1. Recognize the inherent value of all trees with regard to both ecological and 
socioeconomic benefits by expanding protection to trees beyond native oak trees. The 
definition of Protected Tree has been broadened to include Parking Lot Shading Trees 
and Replacement Trees planted as a result of mitigation. Additionally, the definition of 
Heritage Tree has been expanded to include other large, mature species over a 
diameter threshold of 30" DSH These changes acknowledge the value of species 
beyond native oaks by adding protection to trees that contribute all urban trees and 
the benefits they provide by adding protections to species beyond native oaks. 

2. Prioritize tree preservation over removal with mitigation by providing incentives to 
retain trees during development and mechanisms for discouraging tree removal. The 
concept of Reasonable Alternative Measures has been introduced, which considers 
tree management options as well as possibilities for modifications to development 
standards set forth in the Zoning Code to allow for tree preservation. The concept of 
Tree Preservation Credits has also been introduced, which allows for reduced 
mitigation requirements when trees are preserved on a development site. Additionally, 
a loophole in the current ordinance has been closed, which specified a substantially 
reduced mitigation requirement when placing the footprint of a structure over existing 
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Protected Trees. By closing this loophole and incorporating the concepts of 
Reasonable Alternative Measures and Tree Preservation Credit, this public hearing 
draft of the Tree Preservation Ordinance uses a "carrots vs sticks" approach in 
encouraging tree preservation over removal. 

3. Better protect trees on construction sites by incorporating industry recognized 
standards and best management practices into permit requirements and conditions. The 
updated ordinance includes a definition for Arborist, which specifies required 
credentials for arboricultural professionals engaging in tree work on Protected Trees. 
New standard conditions of approval have been added that acknowledge industry 
standards and best management practices. Specifications on Tree Protection and 
Mitigation Plans have been added to delineate requirements on tree preservation and 
ensure proper tree management during construction to minimize impacts. These 
additions recognize that trees improperly managed during construction activities have 
a reduced likelihood of longevity following the development and aim to prevent tree 
decline by requiring proper tree protection in accordance with internationally 
recognized standards. 

4. Streamline the permit process and establish clear expectations and criteria for 
decisions. New language has been added to the public hearing draft that delineates 
prohibited activities and establishes required findings to garner approval on a tree 
permit. The tree permit process has been modified to include two different permit types 
(a Tree Work Permit and a Tree Removal Permit) with clarified submittal 
requirernents and provisions for securing either permit type. Under the updated 
ordinance, applicants for master development plans would be required to submit a 
Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan as part of the entitlement process, which could 
result in an expedited tree removal permit process once parcels are sold to builders 
for development. Additionally, updated mitigation provisions have been added to 
clarify ambiguities in the existing Tree Preservation Ordinance. 

5. Reassess how mitigation requirements are tabulated with considerations to the actual 
cost of planting and maintaining replacement trees. The public hearing draft of the 
Tree Preservation Ordinance proposes a new methodology to calculating mitigation 
requirements. Rather than the categorical mitigation system utilized in the current 
Tree Preservation Ordinance, which can result in inequities in mitigation 
requirements among development projects, the draft document proposes a direct inch 
per inch mitigation rate based upon a tree's diameter at standard height (DSH). This 
new strategy will result in mitigation requirements that more directly reflect an 
applicant's specific project as well as align with how neighboring jurisdictions in the 
region tabulate mitigation requirements. The new inch:inch replacement ratio will 
also better encourage replacement planting over payment of In-Lieu fees as the 
current mitigation requirements as outlined in TPO and resolution XXX result in a 
situation where payment of the In-Lieu fees is more financially viable to applicants 
than planting replacement trees. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

On January 14, 2020, City Council approved and certified an Addendum to the 2035 General 
Plan Final Program Environmental Impact Report (FPEIR) for the Folsom Tree Preservation 
Ordinance Update (TPOU). The Addendum analyzed the effects of revising the existing Tree 
Preservation Ordinance (Folsom Municipal Code Chapter 12.16) to update and modify permit 
requirements, impose standard management and preservation conditions, and focus the TPOU 
on the preservation of existing trees. Based on the analysis in the Addendum, the City found 
that there will not be a significant effect on the environment because the mitigation measures 
imposed with the certified 2035 General Plan Final FPEIR have either already been 
implemented, or will be implemented via future City actions to reduce impacts to a less-than­
significant level. In the case of any unmitigated significant impacts previously identified in 
the certified FPEIR, these have been identified in the Statement of Findings and Overriding 
Considerations that was adopted during certification of the FPEIR (Resolution 1014 7) that 
applies to the Folsom General Plan 2035 project as a whole. The information in the 
environmental study (Addendum) supports the determination that the revisions to the Folsom 
Municipal Code Chapters 12.16.010 through 12.16.230 (Tree Preservation Ordinance Update) 
are within the scope of the previously certified FPEIR. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Ordinance No. 1299 - An Ordinance Repealing and Replacing the Tree Preservation 
Ordinance as set forth in Chapter 12.16 of the Folsom Municipal Code (Introduction and 
First Reading) 

2. Summary of Significant Changes to the Tree Preservation Ordinance dated December 30, 
2019 

3. Public Hearing Draft Tree Preservation Ordinance dated December 30, 2019 with track 
changes showing edits to the October 2019 Public Review Draft Tree Preservation 
Ordinance 

4. Public Comments 

RECOMMENDATION /CITY COUNCIL ACTION 

Staff respectfully requests that the City Council pass and adopt Ordinance No. 1299 - An 
Ordinance Repealing and Replacing the Tree Preservation Ordinance as set forth in Chapter 
12.16 of the Folsom Municipal Code (Introduction and First Reading) 

p I 
Community Development Director 
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Attachment 1 

Ordinance No. 1299 - An Ordinance Repealing and Replacing the 
Tree Preservation Ordinance as set forth in Chapter 12.16 of the 

Folsom Municipal Code 



ORDINANCE NO. 1299 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING THE TREE PRESERVATION 
ORDINANCE AS SET FORTH IN CHAPTER 12.16 OF THE FOLSOM MUNICIPAL 

CODE (INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING) 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FOLSOM HEREBY DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this ordinance is to repeal and re-enact Chapter 12.16 (Tree Preservation) 
of Title 12 (Streets and Sidewalks) of the Folsom Munfoipal Code to establish standards and 
measures for the preservation trees consistent with the City's General Plan and community 
values. 

SECTION 2 CHANGES TO FOLSOM MUNICIPAL CODE 

Chapter 12.16 of Title 14 of the Folsom Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

Title 12 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 

Chapters: 
12.16 Tree Preservation 

Chapter 12.16 
TREE PRESERVATION 

SECTIONS 
12.16.010 
12.16.020 
12.16.030 
12.16.040 
12.16.050 
12.16.060 
12.16.070 
12.16.080 
12.16.090 
12.16.100 
12.16.110 
12.16.120 
12.16.130 
12.16.140 
12.16.150 

Purpose and Intent 
Definitions 
Applicability 
Prohibited Activities 
Permit Required 
Application Requirements 
Approving Authority 
Findings for Approval 
Notice of Decision 
Appeals 
Effective Date and Permit Expiration 
Permit Compliance and Amendment 
Conditions of Approval 
Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements 
Mitigation Requirements 
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12.16.160 
12.16.170 
12.16.180 
12.16.190 
12.16.200 
12.16.210 
12.16.220 

Tree Planting and Replacement Fund 
Landmark Designation 
Maintenance 
Street Tree Planting 
Parking Lot Shading Tree Planting 
Solar Shade Control Act Exemption 
Violations, Enforcement, And Penalties 

12.16.010 Purpose and Intent 
A. Purpose. Trees are both community and environmental assets, unique in their ability to 

provide a multitude of benefits that appreciate over time. In addition to many others, 
these benefits include life-giving oxygen, filtration of air pollutants, protection from heat 
and ultra-violet radiation, energy savings, reduced Heat Island effect, habitat for wildlife, 
carbon sequestration, and improvement of property values. The purpose of this chapter is 
to advance these aesthetic, economic, environmental, and social contributions of the 
City's Urban Forest through the creation and preservation of tree resources. In order to 
promote the public health, safety and general welfare, enhance the beauty of Folsom and 
to complement and strengthen zoning, subdivision and land use standards and 
regulations, while at the same time recognizing individual rights to develop private 
property, the City Council finds it necessary to establish standards and measures for the 
preservation of trees. 

B. Intent. The provisions of this Chapter are enacted to: 
1. Establish and maintain the optimum amount of tree cover on public and private 

lands. 
2. Promote conservation of tree resources and long-term sustainability. 
3. Safeguard the health of the City's Urban Forest by ensuring proper tree 

management practices. 
4. Protect the visual and aesthetic character of the City. 
5. Implement the conservation goals of the General Plan. 
6. Establish procedures for the City to administer this tree preservation ordinance. 

12.16.020 Definitions 
This section includes the definition of terms and phrases used in this Chapter that are technical or 
specialized, or that may not reflect common usage. If any of the definitions in this Chapter 
conflict with definitions in other provisions of the Municipal Code, the terms and phrases as 
defined in this Chapter shall control for the purposes of this Chapter. If a word is not defined in 
this Chapter, the Community Development Director shall determine the most appropriate 
definition for purposes of enforcing the tree preservation ordinance. 
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Adjacent. Having a common property line, or immediately next to a 
property or to a property located across from an alley, path, private 
street, easement, or public street as shown in Figure 12.16-1. 

ANSI A300 Standards. The most current version of Tree Care 
Operations - Tree, Shrub and Other Woody Plant Maintenance -
Standard Practices of the American National Standards Institute, as 
amended from time to time. 

Figure 12.16-1 
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Appeal Authority. The Director or Commission authorized under this Chapter to consider 
appeals of decisions by the Approving Authority. 

Approving Authority. The City Arborist is the Approving Authority for the Tree Work Permit 
and Tree Removal Permit covered by this Chapter. 

Arborist Report. A report prepared by an Arborist containing specific information on location, 
condition, potential impacts of development, recommended actions and mitigation measures 
relating to 1 or more trees on an individual lot or project site. 

Arborist. An individual certified as an Arborist by the International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) and holds a current and unexpired certification. 

Buildable Area. The area of a parcel where buildings may be 
constructed excluding front, rear and side yard setbacks as 
required by the Zoning Code. In the case of a parcel that is to be 
subdivided, the buildable footprint would be the Buildable Area 
of each proposed new parcel excluding front, rear and side yard 
setbacks as required by the existing or proposed zoning for the 
new parcel(s). Refer to Figure 12.16-2. 

City Arborist. An Arborist who is a City employee whose job 
duties include the review, evaluation and preparation of reports 
and permits under this Chapter. 

Certificate of Compliance. A written statement from an Arborist 
verifying that the conditions associated with a Tree Permit have 
been satisfied. 

Commission. The Planning Commission or Historic District 
Commission depending on the location of the Regulated Activity. 
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Critical Root Zone (CRZ). The area of soil extending from the tree trunk where roots required 
for future tree health and survival are located. This Critical Root Zone area for all trees except 
Heritage Trees is a circle with a minimum radius of 1 foot for every 1 inch in trunk diameter at 
DSH. Refer to Figure 12.16-3 
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For Heritage Trees, the Critical Root Zone area shall be a circle with a minimum radius of 1.5 
feet for every 1 inch in trunk diameter at DSH, unless reduced by the City Arborist. Refer to 
Figure 12.16-4. 
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Diameter at Standard Height (DSH). The diameter of a tree measured at four and one-half ( 4.5) 
feet above the ground while standing on the high side of the tree. For a tree other than a Multi­
trunked Tree that branches at or below four and one-half feet, DSH shall mean the diameter at 
the narrowest point between the grade and the lowest branching 
point. The diameter shall be calculated by use of the following Figure 12.16-5 

formula: 

diameter= circumference/3.142 

For Multi-trunked Trees, the DSH shall be the diameter of each 
stem measured at four and one-half above the ground while 
standing on the high side of the tree added together in total. Refer 
to Figure 12.16-5. 

Extrapolated Diameter at Standard Height (DSH). This shall be 
used for purposes of calculating the mitigation for a Multi-trunked Tree. It is derived from 
adding the cross-sectional area of each stem measured at four and one-half ( 4.5) feet above grade 
to determine a value for the DSH. In a Multi-trunked Tree, this is calculated by taking the square 
root of the sum of each individual stem's DSH squared. The Extrapolated DSH value is used for 
determining mitigation and may be calculated using an alternative method acceptable to the City 
Arborist. 

Director. The Director of the City's Community Development Department or his/her designee. 

Dripline Radius (DLR). A perfect circle around the tree with the 
radius being equal to the longest branch of the tree. Refer to 
Figure 12.16-6. 

Emergency. For purposes of this Chapter, emergency is 
defined as an imminent danger to the safety of persons or 
property and/or the imminent loss of water, sewer, gas or 
electrical service or access to public or private property(ies). 

Heat Island. An urban or metropolitan area that has higher 
average temperatures than surrounding rural areas due to the 
greater absorption, retention, and generation of heat by 
buildings, pavements, and human activities. 

Heritage Tree. Except for trees listed as "Not Eligible for 
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Heritage Status" on the City's Master Tree List, a tree on the City's Master Tree List over 30 
inches in DSH or a multi-trunked tree on the Master Tree List having a combined DSH of 50 
inches or more. 

ISA Best Management Practices. Recommended methods for the planting, care, maintenance, 
pruning of trees prepared by the International Society of Arboriculture. 
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Landmark Tree. A tree or group of trees determined by the City Council to confer a significant 
community benefit to the general public due to its size, age, location, historic association or 
ecological value. 

Major Pruning. The cutting of any individual branch or root with a diameter of two inches or 
greater or a circumference of more than six and one-quarter inches at the location of the cut on 
such branch or root. It shall also include the cutting of a cumulative amount of more than ten 
percent of the Root System, the Tree Crown, or a combination of both within a 12-month period. 

Master Tree List. A list prepared by the City, as amended from time to time, identifying the 
species of trees that may be planted as replacement trees, as Parking Lot Shading Trees, or as 
Street Trees as well as trees that are not-recommended or excluded from protection. 

Minor Pruning. The cutting of any individual branch or root of less than two inches in diameter 
at the point of the cut on such branch or root. The cumulative amount of cutting shall not be 
more than ten percent the Root System, the Tree Crown, or a combination of both within a 12-
month period. Pruning that substantially reduces the overall size or density of the tree or destroys 
the existing symmetry or natural shape of the tree is not considered Minor Pruning. 

Mitigation. For purposes of this Chapter, this is the action or set of actions designed to reduce 
the negative effects resulting from the loss of a Protected Tree and the reduction to Folsom' s tree 
canopy. 

Monitoring Period. A time period specified in the Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan and 
approved by the City Arborist in order to ensure that preserved trees and replacement trees are in 
good health and remain viable. For replacement trees, this time period is typically three years. 

Multi-trunked Tree. A tree with multiple stems originating from a single root mass. 

Native Oak Tree. One of the following indigenous species of tree or hybrids of any of the trees 
listed below, with a minimum diameter as shown in Table 12.16-7: 

Common Name 
Valley Oak 
Blue Oak 
Interior Live Oak 
Coast Live Oak 

Table 12.16-7 
Native Oak Trees 

Botanical Name TrunkIDSID 
Quercus lobata 6" 
Quercus douglasii 6" 
Ouercus wislizenii 6" 
Ouercus airrifolia 6" 

Multi-trunked 
Combined 

IDSID* 
20" 
20" 
20" 
20" 

* A Native Multi-trunked Tree listed above with a single stem 6 inches or greater shall be considered a 
Native Oak Tree. 
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Parking Lot Shading Tree. Any tree planted in a parking lot in order to meet shade coverage 
requirements and as identified in the Zoning Code. 

Protected Tree. Trees protected under this Chapter include Native Oak Trees, Heritage Trees, 
Landmark Trees, and Regulated Trees, as defined herein. 

Pruning. To cut off or cut back parts a tree to enhance health and structure. Pruning refers to both 
above surface and underground cutting. See also "Major Pruning" and "Minor Pruning". 

Reasonable Alternative Measures. Measures determined and authorized by the Approving 
Authority or Appeal Authority that may be reasonably implemented to minimize impact to a 
Protected Tree in order to avoid activities which could result in greater impact to the tree or 
removal of the tree. Examples may include tree management practices such as root barriers, 
pruning, root pruning, and soil protection. It may also include minor modifications to the 
development standards set forth in the Zoning Code to allow a development to preserve existing 
trees on-site (which may require a variance or other land use approvals). 

Regulated Activity. Activities involving Major Pruning of a Protected Tree, activities such as 
grading, trenching, paving or soil disturbance undertaken within the Tree Protection Zone of a 
Protected Tree, removal of a Protected Tree, cabling and/or bracing of a Protected Tree, or other 
activities that may impact the long-term health and survivability of a Protected Tree as may be 
determined by the City Arborist. 

Regulated Tree. Trees required by the City's Zoning Code, (such as Parking Lot Shading Trees 
and Street Trees), or required as conditions of development project approval (such as landscape 
buffer or screening trees), or required by this Chapter as mitigation for the removal of a 
Protected Tree(s). 

Replacement Tree. A tree required to be planted as mitigation for removal of a Protected Tree in 
accordance with the requirements of this Chapter. 
Root System. This configuration of the underground parts or appendages of a tree, providing 
several functions including anchoring and providing water and nutrients to the tree. 

Routine Maintenance. Includes the following activities: Minor Pruning; dead branch removal; 
irrigation; mulch application; mowing or trimming grass or other ground cover close to a tree; 
application of fertilizer, insecticides, or herbicides in accordance with their label; or any other 
similar activities that promote the life, growth, or health of trees. Any procedure, technique, or 
practice that is considered unacceptable or prohibited under the City's Tree Care and 
Maintenance Standards or by this Chapter is not Routine Maintenance. 

Street Tree. A tree of an approved species in accordance with the Folsom Master Tree List 
located within 12.5' of a street or sidewalk, measured from the back of the sidewalk or back of 
curb if no sidewalk exists. Street Trees can be either privately or publicly owned. 

Subject Property. The property, or properties, for which a permit request has been filed. 
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Terminal Leader. This is the vertical stem(s) at the top of the trunk of a tree. 

Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. Standards required by the City for the care and 
maintenance of Protected Trees based on the ANSI 300 Standards, the ISA Best Management 
Practices, and any other relevant standards as determined by the City Arborist and as amended 
by the City from time to time. 

Tree Crown. This is the top part of the tree, which features branches, foliage, flowers, and seeds 
that grow out from the main trunk and support the various leaves used for photosynthesis. 

Tree Permit. A permit issued by the City covering any Regulated Activity affecting a Protected 
Tree, which may be a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit or both. 

Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan. A report and/or plan submitted for review and approval 
before the start of any Regulated Activity. 

Tree Protection Zone. The circumference of the outermost 
edge of a tree's Critical Root Zone or Dripline Radius, 
whichever is greater, plus one foot. When depicted on a 
map, the Tree Protection Zone will appear as a perfect 
circle, or group of overlapping circles for multiple trees. 
Refer to Figure 12.16-8. 

Topping. A type of pruning that is not Routine 
Maintenance and involves the removal of tops of trees, or 
large branches or trunks from tops of trees, leaving large 
stubs or lateral branches that are too small to assume the 
role of a Terminal Leader. Refer to Figure 12.16-9. 

BEFORf 
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Urban Forest. A forest, or collection of trees, or the total of all trees on public and private 
properties that grow within an urban boundary. 

Zoning Code. Title 17 of the Folsom Municipal Code. 

12.16.040 Prohibited Activities 
The following activities shall be prohibited with respect to Protected Trees: 
A. Topping. 

B. Attaching structures using nails, screws, and/or spikes except for the attachment of tags 
by an Arborist for purposes of tree identification. 

C. Wounding or breaking tree trunks or branches through contact with vehicles and heavy 
equipment. 

D. Wounding trunks with string weed trimmers, lawn mowers, and similar equipment. 

E. Causing injury by fire or excessive heat. 

F. Pruning activities not conducted in accordance with City's Tree Care and Maintenance 
Standards. 

G. The use of tree spikes or spurs while pruning. 

H. Any of the following activities within the Tree Protection Zone of any Protected Tree, 
unless specifically approved by the City and conducted in accordance with the standards 
of Section 12.16.130 (Conditions of Approval): 
1. Placement or storage of large quantities of soil and/or mulch greater than six 

inches in depth. 
2. Excavation and trenching. 
3. Changing soil grade by cutting or filling. 
4. Grading, tearing, and/or grubbing. 
5. Compacting soil with equipment, vehicles, material storage, and/or foot traffic. 
6. Installing impervious surfaces, including but not limited to parking lots, 

driveways, and walkways. 

I. Contamination of soil by washing out equipment ( especially paint, stucco and concrete) 
and vehicle maintenance within the Tree Protection Zone. 

J. Contamination or compaction of soil by storing or placing construction materials or 
construction debris and waste within the Tree Protection Zone. 

K. Accumulation of water from construction-related activities within the Tree Protection 
Zone. 
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L. Cutting down, destroying, effectively destroying through damaging, removing, or moving 
any Protected Tree without a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit at any time 
unless specifically exempted by this Chapter. 

12.16.050 Permit Required 
A. Tree Work Permit Required. A Tree Work Permit is required for any Regulated Activities 

undertaken with respect to a Protected Tree, except where specifically exempted by 
subsection "C" below: 

B. 

C. 

Tree Removal Permit Required. A Tree Removal Permit is required before removal of 
any Protected Tree, except where specifically exempted by subsection "C" below. 

Exemptions. The following activities with respect to Protected Tree are specifically 
exempted from the requirements for obtaining a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal 
Permit. 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 

11. 

Resurfacing, repaving, or concrete replacement of existing paved areas within the 
Tree Protection Zone, if conducted under the supervision of an Arborist to 
guarantee appropriate measures are taken to ensure tree survival. 
Parking or operation of motor vehicles within the Tree Protection Zone on 
existing paved areas. 
Placement or storage of equipment or construction material within the Tree 
Protection Zone on existing paved areas. 
Proper planting and maintenance of under-canopy landscaping in accordance with 
the City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 
Routine maintenance of Protected Trees. 
Emergency work involving the removal of limbs or trees damaged by extreme 
weather, chance occurrence, or unavoidable accident beyond the reasonable 
control of the property owner. 
Removal of a Protected Tree that is dead or dying as determined by an Arborist 
and/or verified by the City Arborist provided that the tree replacement 
requirements are met. 
Removal of a Protected Tree that poses an imminent safety risk to the public as 
determined by the City Arborist or City Fire Chief. 
Minor pruning activities. 
Activities that do not disturb or contaminate the soil within the Tree Protection 
Zone or result in physical contact to the Protected Tree. 
Public and private utilities performing tree pruning or removal activities as is 
necessary to maintain a safe operation of their facilities. However, the utility 
shall notify the Community Development Department at least seven (7) business 
days before taking any action. If the utility conducts routine maintenance in 
Folsom on a regular basis, receipt of an annual encroachment permit from the 
City shall satisfy the notification requirement of this section. 
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D. Combined Activities. Separate but similar tree-related activities may be reviewed under 
one permit. The City's decision on the permit shall apply to all activities included in the 
permit. 

E. Limitation. Permit issued under this Chapter entitles the permittee to perform only the 
Regulated Activities authorized in the permit and is not valid for any other purpose. 

12.16.060 Application Requirements 
A. Application Form. All Tree Work Permit or Tree Removal Permit applications must be 

submitted in writing to the Community Development Department on a form provided by 
the City. 
1. Minimum submittal requirements shall be established by the Director. Additional 

information necessary for the complete evaluation of an application may be 
required by the City Arborist. All required material and information shall be 
provided by the applicant before the application may be deemed complete and 
accepted for processing. 

2. No application shall be considered complete for acceptance and processing until 
the required application fee is paid in full. 

3. For work within the Tree Protection Zone or work involving the removal of a 
Protected Tree, a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan may be required as part of 
the permit application as determined by the City Arborist unless exempt under 
Section 12.16.050(C). If Protected Trees are present on or encroaching into a 
proposed development site, a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan may be 
required as part of the entitlement application. 
a. If all Regulated Activity is outside of the Tree Protection Zone of the 

Protected Trees, then only a site plan showing the location of the Protected 
Trees in accordance with Section 12.16.140(A) will be required. 

B. Application Fees. The City Council may establish a fee by resolution for the processing 
of permit applications under the provisions of this Chapter, which may be amended from 
time to time. 

12.16.070 Approving Authority 
The Approving Authority may approve, modify, approve with conditions, or deny the permit 
application in accordance with this Chapter. The Approving Authority shall be responsible for 
the interpretation of provisions of this Chapter in the event of confusion or a conflict. The 
decision of the Approving Authority on a Tree Work Permit shall be final and not subject to 
appeal. A Tree Removal Permit may be appealed to the Appeal Authority pursuant to 
procedures set forth in Section 12.16.100 (Appeals). 

12.16.080 Findings for Approval 
The following findings are required before issuance of the specified permit. 

A. Tree Work Permit. Before approving an application for a Tree Work Permit, the 
Approving Authority shall make the following findings : 
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1. The proposed activity is not detrimental to the immediate or long-term health of 
the Protected Tree; or 

2. The proposed activity may impact the immediate health of the Protected Tree(s), 
but a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan has been prepared that minimizes the 
impact and protects the long-term health of the tree(s) to the satisfaction of the 
Approving Authority; and 

3. The proposed activity is in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and all 
applicable City standards and policies. 

B. Tree Removal Permit. Before approving an application for a Tree Removal Permit, the 
Approving Authority shall make at least one of the following findings: 
1. The condition of the Protected Tree with respect to disease, danger of falling, or 

long-term health of the tree is such that the tree is not likely to survive. 
2. The condition or location of the Protected Tree or its roots is interfering with 

water, sewer, gas, electrical services, streets or sidewalks and is likely to cause a 
foreseeable interruption in service or function to the subject property or properties 
in the vicinity and there are no Reasonable Alternative Measures to avoid, prevent 
or lessen the interference. 

3. The Protected Tree or its roots are causing or will cause damage in the near 
future to any existing permanent structure or feature on the property or on any 
Adjacent property including pools, driveways, and there are no Reasonable 
Alternative Measures to avoid, prevent or remove and repair the damage or 
imminent damage. 

4. Use of the property consistent with the Zoning Code cannot be made unless the 
Protected Tree is removed and there are no Reasonable Alternative Measures to 
allow for use of the property consistent with the Zoning Code. 

5. The tree is a Protected Tree, other than a Native Oak Tree or Landmark Tree, in 
the front yard of a residential property of one-half acre or less with an existing 
residential structure on-site, and the property owner agrees to plant a replacement 
tree on the property consistent with the requirements of Section 12.16.150 
(A)(l)(c). 

12.16.090 Notice of Decision 
A. Written notice of an application for a Tree Removal Permit shall be provided to owners 

of properties located immediately Adjacent to the subject property after an application 
has been received by the City. The notice shall include the following: 
1. Location where the application may be viewed. 
2. The timing for the decision on the application to be made by the Approving 

Authority. 
3. The location where the decision and any conditions imposed as part of the 

approval or reasons for denial may be viewed. 
4. The timeline and process for appeals, as applicable. 
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B. Written Notice. Written notice of decision on an application for a Tree Work Permit or 
Tree Removal Permit shall be provided to the applicant as part of the permit issuance or 
denial. Notice of decision on a Tree Removal Permit will also be posted on the City's 
website. 

12.16.100 Appeals 
A. Right to Appeal. The decision on a Tree Work Permit is final and not subject to appeal. 

For a Tree Removal Permit, any person dissatisfied with the determination of the 
Approving Authority may file an appeal with the Director. The decision of the Director 
may be appealed to the Planning Commission or the Historic District Commission 
depending upon the location of the Protected Tree. The decision of the Planning 
Commission or Historic District Commission may be appealed to the City Council. 

B. Filing an Appeal. An appeal shall be submitted in writing to the City Clerk within 10 
~alendar days following a decision rendered under this Chapter, with payment of an 
appeal fee adopted by the City Council. The appeal shall, at a minimum, state the 
following: 
1. The project or matter being appealed. 
2. The date of the City's decision that is the subject of the appeal. 
3. The specific finding(s), condition(s), standard, or action being appealed. 
4. A statement specifying the basis or grounds of the appeal, such as why the 

decision is not consistent with the standards and regulations of this Chapter. 
5. No appeal shall be deemed filed until the prescribed appeal fee has been paid. 
6. Failure to file a written appeal within the time and in the manner stated above 

shall constitute a waiver of the right to appeal. 

C. Notice and Schedule of Appeal Hearings. 
1. For appeal to the Director of a decision by the Approving Authority pursuant to 

this Chapter, no hearing shall be required prior to a decision by the Director on 
the appeal. 

2. For appeal to the Commission of a decision by the Director pursuant to this 
Chapter, the Director shall schedule an appeal hearing with the Planning 
Commission or the Historic District Commission, as applicable, as soon as 
practicable following receipt of the appeal. Notice of the date, time and place of 
the hearing shall be provided to the appellant and the project applicant no later 
than 10 calendar days before the date of the hearing. Any hearing may be 
continued from time to time. 

3. For appeal to the City Council of a decision by the Commission pursuant to this 
Chapter, the Director shall schedule an appeal hearing with the Council, as soon 
as practicable following receipt of the appeal. Notice of the date, time and place 
of the hearing shall be provided to the appellant and the project applicant no later 
than 10 calendar days before the date of the hearing. Any hearing may be 
continued from time to time. 
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D. Appeal Review and Action. The Director, Planning Commission and/or Historic District 
Commission, and/or Council acting as Appeal Authority shall review all matters relating 
to the decision being appealed, de novo, and may make any order it deems just and 
equitable. The Appeal Authority may act to confirm, modify, or reverse the decision of 
the Approving Authority, in whole or in part, or add or amend such conditions as it 
deems necessary. 

E. Notice of Appeal Decision. 
1. Director Decisions. At the conclusion of the review, the Director shall make 

findings supporting the decision on the appeal. Written notice of the decision 
shall be provided to the appellant and the project applicant. 

2. Commission Decisions. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Planning 
Commission or Historic District Commission shall make findings supporting its 
decision on the appeal. The decision of the Planning Commission or Historic 
District Commission shall be filed with the City Clerk and provided to the 
appellant and the project applicant. 

3. Council Decisions. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Council shall make 
findings supporting its decision on the appeal. The decision of Council shall be 
filed with the City Clerk and provided to the appellant and the project applicant. 

12.16.110 Effective Date and Permit Expiration 
A. Effective Date. 

1. Tree Work Permit. Tree Work Permits shall become effective on the date an 
approval is issued by the Approving Authority. 

2. Tree Removal Permit. Tree Removal Permits issued under this Chapter shall 
become effective 10 calendar days following the date of approval unless a timely 
appeal has been filed. Upon filing of a timely appeal, the effective date shall be 
suspended until such time that final action is taken on the appeal. If the Appeal 
Authority upholds a Tree Removal Permit application, the permit shall become 
effective on the day following the decision by the Appeal Authority. 

B. Time Limits. 
1. Application Expiration. Any application inactive for a period of six (6) months 

from the last written correspondence with the applicant shall expire, as 
determined by the Approving Authority. If the applicant subsequently wishes to 
continue to pursue the requested permit, a new application, including fees and all 
submittal requirements must be filed in compliance with this Chapter. 

2. Permit Expiration. Any permit not exercised within six (6) months from the date 
of approval shall expire. The exercise of a permit occurs when the permittee 
performs substantial work for the activity approved under the permit, as 
determined by the Approving Authority. 

3. Associated Entitlements. When a permit under this Chapter is approved in 
association with other project entitlements (i.e., tentative map, design review, 
etc.), the permit expiration date shall track the expiration of said project 
entitlements not to exceed two (2) years. 
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4. Extensions. An applicant may request an extension in writing for up to six (6) 
months for a permit or a permit application, which may be granted at the 
discretion of the Approving Authority. The request must include the reason(s) for 
the extension. 

12.16.120 Permit Compliance and Amendment 
A. Compliance with Permit Requirements. A Tree Permit shall entitle the applicant to 

perform only the Regulated Activity authorized by the permit. No person shall undertake 
any Regulated Activity that does not comply with an approved Tree Permit. Any 
proposed change in the nature or scope of the Regulated Activity that is not in 
compliance with the approved permit shall require an application to amend the approved 
permit, which shall be submitted, processed, and reviewed as a new application under the 
provisions of this Chapter. 

B. Substantial Compliance. The Approving Authority may approve minor changes to an 
approved permit if the proposed changes are in substantial compliance with the permit 
and permit conditions. Such proposed changes shall not significantly affect the scope and 
intent of the approved work or reduce any requirement intended to mitigate an impact to 
a Protected Tree. 

12.16.130 Conditions of Approval 
The Approving Authority may impose such conditions as are necessary to ensure compliance 
with this Chapter with respect to the proposed project, including but not limited to conditions to 
lessen impacts to Protected Trees or to mitigate environmental impacts of the proposed activity. 
The following are standard conditions of approval that shall apply to each type of work listed 
below. 

A. Tree Pruning. Tree Work Permit for Protected Tree pruning activities shall be subject to 
the following standard conditions, in addition to any other condition imposed by the 
Approving Authority: 
1. All pruning activities shall be conducted in accordance with the City's Tree Care 

and Maintenance Standards. 
2. All work shall be performed by or under the supervision of an Arborist. 

B. Tree Protection Zone Work. Tree Work Permits for Regulated Activities conducted 
within the Tree Protection Zone shall be subject to the following standard conditions, in 
addition to any other condition imposed by the Approving Authority: 
1. A Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan may be required by the Approving 

Authority. 
2. All work shall be conducted and performed: 

a. In accordance with the City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 
b. In accordance with the approved Tree Work Permit and, if required, the 

Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan. 
c. By or under the supervision of an Arborist unless this requirement is 

waived by the Approving Authority. 
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3. For construction activities, each Protected Tree or group of Protected Trees to be 
preserved shall be enclosed with high visibility fencing prior to the 
commencement of any Regulated Activity. 

4. Signs shall be posted on all sides of fences surrounding each Protected Tree or 
Trees stating that enclosed tree(s) are to be preserved. The signs shall state the 
penalty for damage to, or removal of, the Protected Tree. The size and number of 
posted signs required for the site shall be determined by the Approving Authority. 

5. Any approved Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan must be submitted as part of 
the application and plan set submittal for the Regulated Activity such as 
applications and plans for a grading permit, building permit, landscape permit, 
etc. 

6. An Arborist or their authorized representative shall be present on-site during all 
permit activities in order to monitor compliance with the permit, the permit 
conditions, and this Chapter to the satisfaction of the Approving Authority. 

7. A Certificate of Compliance shall be submitted by an Arborist as follows: 
a. Once all permit activities are complete - to confirm compliance with the 

Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan. 
b. Once the Monitoring Period specified in the Tree Protection and 

Mitigation Plan has closed - to confirm that the Protected Trees are in 
good health and remain viable. 

C. Tree Removal. A Tree Removal Permit for removal of a Protected Tree shall be subject 
to the following standard conditions, in addition to any other condition imposed by the 
Approving Authority: 
1. A Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan may be required by the Approving 

Authority. 
2. A Certificate of Compliance may be required by an Arborist to the Approving 

Authority as follows: 
a. Once replacement planting is complete - to confirm that the replacement 

tree(s) have been planted in accordance with the submitted Tree Protection 
and Mitigation Plan and any other applicable conditions of approval. 

b. Once the Monitoring Period specified in the Tree Protection and 
Mitigation Plan has closed - to confirm that the replacement trees are in 
good health and remain viable. 

D. All Tree Permits shall be subject to the following: 
1. Tree Permit Kept on Site. A copy of the applicable Tree Permit and Tree 

Protection and Mitigation Plan shall be kept at the project site at all times shall 
always be kept at the project site and shall be made available for inspection upon 
request. 

2. Permittee Responsibilities. The permittee is responsible for compliance with all 
requirements of the Tree Permit. 

3. Indemnification. Permittees of Tree Permits issued under this Chapter shall 
defend, protect, indemnify and hold harmless the City and its officials, agents and 
employees from any and all claims, demands, suits, causes of action, damages, 
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costs, expenses, losses, or liability, in law or in equity, of every kind and nature 
whatsoever arising out of or in connection with the issuance of the Tree Permit or 
the permittee's work performed under the Tree Permit. 

12.16.140 Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements 
The Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan, if required under this Chapter, shall be prepared by an 
Arborist or other licensed professional, as approved by the Approving Authority, and contain the 
following information: 

A. A site plan, which shall include the following information, and any other information 
determined to be necessary by the Approving Authority. 
1. Physical characteristics ( existing and proposed). 

a. Property lines; 
b. Streets, access easements and/or public or private driveways and other 

paved areas; 
c. Buildings or structures; 
d. Setbacks of all buildings and structures from property lines; 
e. Parking and other paved areas; 
£ Land uses on parcel ( existing and proposed as applicable); and 
g. Proposed grading and construction, including utilities, if available. 

2. Tree locations, including: 
a. All trees located on the property; 
b. Diameter at Standard Height of each tree; 
c. Species of each tree; 
d. Those Protected Trees which are to be preserved and which will be subject 

to Regulated Activity; 
e. Protected Trees that may or will be impacted by the proposed Regulated 

Activities shall be clearly indicated; 
f. The location of any replacement trees proposed as mitigation; 
g. The exact location of the base and Tree Protection Zone for each tree 

within the project boundary; 
h. The tree number(s) shall be shown on both the site plan and grading plan 

and on the trees themselves (attached by nonharmful methods); 
i. The base elevation of each Protected Tree shall be shown on the site plan 

as well as the grading plan; and 
j. A survey of the exact location(s) of such tree(s), both horizontally and 

vertically, shall be conducted by a professional engineer or a licensed land 
surveyor. 

B. An Arborist Report which includes the following and any other information determined 
to be necessary by the Approving Authority: 
1. A statement of qualifications for the Arborist(s) or others that prepare the Tree 

Protection and Mitigation Plan. 
2. Protected Trees shall be rated according to this American Society of Consulting 

Arborists (ASCA) Tree Rating System shown in Table 12.16-10. 
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Rating 

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Table 12.16-10 
ASCA Tree Rating System 

Rating No. 

5 

4 

3 

2 

Rating Description 

No problem(s) 

No apparent problem(s) 

Minor problem(s) 

Major problem(s) 

Hazardous or Non-correctable 1 Extreme problem(s) 

Dead 0 Dead 

3. A description of Regulated Activities to be conducted. 
4. A procedure and course of action recommended by an Arborist which addresses 

the impacts to individual Protected Trees from the proposed Regulated Activity 
and provides the details necessary for preservation and mitigation and which shall 
include the following: 
a. For Regulated Activity to be conducted within a Tree Protection Zone, the 

Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan shall identify those methods that shall 
be used by the applicant to protect the tree(s) during the proposed 
Regulated Activities, consistent with the requirements of Section 
12.16.150. The methods used shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 
i. Preservation devices such as soil or surface protection, protective 

fencing, root protection devices or other such methods. 
ii. The detailed recommendations for existing or proposed planting 

and/or irrigation within the Tree Protection Zone. 
iii. Standards for performing work such as trenching, root cutting, or 

grading shall be consistent with the City's Tree Care and 
Maintenance Standards to preserve the Protected Tree. 

b. For removal of a Protected Tree, the Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan 
shall include: 
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i. The number of replacement trees required to mitigate for removal 
of the Protected Tree(s) consistent with Section 12.16.150(A). 

ii. The number of replacement trees that may be accommodated on 
the same property as the Protected Tree(s) proposed for removal. 
The number of replacement trees that may be accommodated on 
the property shall be determined by an Arborist based on the long­
term viability of the replacement tree(s). Long-term viability shall 
be determined based on the following factors: 



1. Whether the proposed location of the replacement tree can 
accommodate full growth. 

2. Quality of the environment in which the tree is to be 
located. 

3. Potential impact to the replacement tree from any proposed 
development or construction activities. 

iii. The schedule for planting of the replacement trees subject to 
approval of the Approving Authority. 

iv. The strategy chosen by the applicant to satisfy the required 
mitigation shall be consistent with the provisions of Section 
12.l 6.150(B). 

v. If in-lieu fee payment is the only feasible option available to 
satisfy the mitigation requirements set forth in Section 
l 2.16.150(B) then the information listed above in Section 
12.16.140(B)(4) is not required. 

c. A monitoring program for the replacement trees, including a specified 
time period, the party responsible for monitoring, and the method and 
frequency by which monitoring reports will be submitted to the City. 

d. Other items as determined by the Approving Authority to satisfy the 
requirements of this Chapter. 

12.16.150 Mitigation Requirements 
Removal of any Protected Tree shall be mitigated in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 

A. Replacement Trees Required. Replacement trees shall be required as follows: 
1. Protected Trees. Protected Trees rated 3, 4 or 5 in the ASCA Tree Rating System 

in Section 12. l 6.140(B) shall be replaced at a ratio of one-inch equivalent for 
every one-inch of DSH removed as shown in Table 12.16-11. Smaller trees such 
as saplings or trees in containers less than 15-gallons may be used, but two 
replacement trees of that size would be required for every inch of Protected Tree 
removed. Protected Trees rated 2 shall be replaced at a ratio of 0.5-inch 
equivalent for every one-inch removed. Protected Trees rated O or 1 require no 
replacement or any other mitigation unless a Parking Lot Shading Tree or Street 
Tree replacement is required under the Zoning Code. Before removal of a 
Landmark Tree, the landmark designation shall be declassified pursuant to 
Section 12.16.170(0). 
a. Equivalency Table. The following equivalent sizes shall be used 

whenever new trees are planted pursuant to a Tree Protection and 
Mitigation Plan (refer to Table 12.16-11 ). 
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b. 

C. 

d. 
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Table 12.16-11 
Tree Replacement Equivalency Table 

Replacement Tree Size DSH Equivalency 

A sapling tree; or 

Tree in container less than 15 gallons 

15-gallon container tree 

24-inch box tree 

36-inch box tree 

Reduced Mitigation Rate Within the 
Buildable Area of Residential Lots. 
Within the buildable area of a parcel 
zoned to allow for residential 
development, the mitigation 
requirements shall be reduced by 50 
percent if any part of the tree base is 
located within the Buildable Area as 
shown in Figure 12.16-12. 
Removal of Street Trees on 
Residential Property with Existing 
Residential Dwellings. Street trees on 
residential property one-half acre or 
less shall be replaced at a ratio of one 
replacement tree for every tree 
removed if the property has an 
existing residential structure on-site. 
For residential properties greater than 
one-half acre, two replacement trees 

0.5-inch DSH 

0.5-inch DSH 

1-inch DSH 

2-inch DSH 

3-inch DSH 

Figure 12.16-12 

G::\. REDUCED 
~ MITIGATION 

REDUCED @) 
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BUILDABLE 
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FULL . ON 
for every Street Tree removed shall Parcel Boundary 

FULL 
MlTIGATI 

• 

be required at the discretion of the Approving Authority. Regardless of 
property size, removal of Street Trees that are Native Oak Trees or 
Heritage Trees requires the mitigation set forth in Section 12.16.150(B). 
Reduction or Waiver of Tree Replacement Requirements. The Director 
may consider requests to reduce or waive the tree replacement 
requirements in this section provided that the applicant has met findings I, 
or 2, or 3 as set forth in 12.16.0S0(B) and the Protected Tree(s) is removed 
pursuant to a Tree Removal Permit issued pursuant to this Chapter. 



B. Mitigation Strategies. 
1. On-Site Replacement Planting. Replacement trees shall be planted on the same 

property as the Protected Tree proposed for removal, subject to review by the 
Approving Authority. Where the subject property is not able to accommodate the 
required number of replacement trees on-site, the payment of in-lieu fees shall be 
required in accordance with Section 12.16.150(B)(2). 
a. Replacement Tree Species. Trees planted as replacement trees shall be the 

same species as those removed or a species that is acceptable to the 
Approving Authority, with consideration given to species diversity. 

2. Payment of In-Lieu Fee. Payment of in-lieu fees may be allowed where the 
subject property is not able to accommodate the required number of replacement 
trees on-site. The in-lieu fee shall be calculated as a dollar amount for each DSH 

3. 
inch of Protected Tree removed, as adopted by City Council resolution. 
Combination of Planting and Fee Payment. A combination of on-site replacement 
planting and payment of in-lieu fees may be used where the number of 
replacement trees cannot be accommodated on-site. The in-lieu payment shall be 
reduced based on the number of DSH inches of the replacement trees planted on­
site. 
a. Tree Preservation Credit. Protected 

Trees, including Native Oaks 
measuring one inch DSH or greater, 
may be preserved in order to receive a 
Tree Preservation Credit (TPC). Credit 
of one-half inch DSH shall be granted 
for every inch DSH preserved. 
However, required mitigation cannot 
be entirely satisfied using Tree 
Preservation Credit alone. Even when 
credit is granted, in no case can 
mitigation for Protected Tree removal 
be less than either: 
i. 

ii. 

The replanting, maintenance 
and monitoring for 3 years of 
one 15-gallon tree from a 
species of similar size at 
maturity that is listed on the 
Folsom Master Tree List; or 
The in-lieu fee equivalent to the 
replacement of the Protected 
Tree at one-inch DSH. 

Figure 12.16-14 
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Any tree that is to be considered for Tree Preservation Credit shall be 
evaluated, included in the Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan, and shall 
have been found to be rated a 3, 4, or a 5 by an Arborist based on the 
ASCA Tree Rating System identified in Section 12.16.140. Credits shall 
only be accepted if any part of the base of the tree to be preserved is 
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located within the Buildable Area of the parcel as shown in Figure 12.16-
14, the Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) is protected on the construction site, 
the spacing is equal to or greater than the proper spacing dictated by the 
Folsom Master Tree List, and the tree is determined by the City Arborist 
to be viable long-term. 

4. Other Strategies. Other strategies as may be determined appropriate by the 
Approving Authority and that meet the intent of mitigation for removal of the Protected 
Tree(s). 

12.16.160 Tree Planting and Replacement Fund 
Mitigation fees and penalty assessments under this Chapter shall be deposited into the Tree 
Planting and Replacement Fund. The Tree Planting and Replacement Fund may be used for tree 
planting and revegetation projects such as parkways, parks, planting of trees along public trails 
and beautification projects, to purchase property for tree mitigation sites, or beautification 
projects, for the retention of a City Arborist, or for the development, staffing or implementation 
of an Urban Forestry program, if established. Funds shall not be made available for mitigation or 
planting on private property, with the following exceptions: 1) private property that is 
maintained by the City under the terms of a maintenance agreement; or 2) maintenance of 
Landmark Trees at the recommendation of the City Arborist. This fund shall be administered by 
the Community Development Department. 

12.16.170 Landmark Designation 
A. Establishment of Landmark Designation. Application for Landmark Designation. Any 

interested party may submit an application to the Community Development Department, 
requesting that the City Council establish by resolution a tree or group of trees as a 
Landmark Tree(s). Applications shall be made on a form supplied by the City and be 
subject to an application fee pursuant to the adopted fee schedule. The City Council may 
also, on its own motion and without the payment of a fee, commence the process of 
designating a Landmark Tree. If the owner of the proposed Landmark Tree(s) is not the 
applicant, the Community Development Department shall notify, by first-class mail, the 
owner of the proposed Landmark Tree(s) thirty days before the hearing on the 
application, and the owner must provide written confirmation to the City that they 
support the application. Once an application has been submitted, and before City Council 
action, the proposed Landmark Tree shall have the same status as a Protected Tree under 
this Chapter. 

Designation of Landmark Trees. In order to designate a tree as a Landmark Tree, the City 
Council shall find that the tree is in good health and is a significant community benefit 
because it possesses one or more of the following attributes: 
1. Historical value. 
2. Outstanding habitat value. 
3. Unusual species. 
4. Superior beauty. 
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Property Owner Notification. If the City Council designates a tree as a Landmark Tree, 
the City Clerk shall mail a copy of the resolution to the owner of the tree and direct the 
City Arborist to add the tree to the list of Landmark Trees. 

B. Maintenance of Landmark Trees. Upon the request of the property owner, the City 
Arborist may cause a Landmark Tree to be inspected by an Arborist. A report on the 
health of the tree(s) and recommended maintenance shall be prepared if determined to be 
necessary by the City Arborist. Copies of the report shall be provided to the owner of the 
Landmark Tree(s). 

C. Documenting Landmark Trees. The Community Development Department shall map the 
location of Landmark Trees. 

D. Declassification of Landmark Designation. 
l. Application to Remove Landmark Designation. The owner of a Landmark Tree 

may submit an application to the Community Development Department, 
requesting that the City Council declassify a tree or group of trees previously 
designated as a Landmark Tree(s). Applications shall be made on a form supplied 
by the City and shall be subject to an application fee pursuant to the adopted fee 
schedule. The City Council may also, on its own motion and without the payment 
of such a fee, commence the process of declassifying a Landmark Tree(s). Unless 
the owner of the Landmark Tree is the applicant, the Community Development 
Department shall notify the owner by first-class mail thirty days before the City 
Council meeting scheduled for the proposed action. 

2. Declassification of Landmark Trees. In order to remove the landmark designation 
of a tree(s), the City Council shall find that the tree(s) is no longer a significant 
community benefit because it meets one or more of the following factors: 
a. The tree(s) has significantly deteriorated in health or appearance. 
b. The tree(s) no longer has habitat value. 
c. The tree(s) prevents reasonable use of the property. 

3. Property Owner Notification. If the City Council declassifies a tree or group of 
trees previously designated as a Landmark Tree(s), the City Clerk shall mail a 
copy of the resolution to the owner of the tree(s) and direct the City Arborist to 
remove the tree(s) from the list of Landmark Trees. 

12.16.180 Maintenance 
A. Every property owner shall maintain: 

1. Any Protected Tree located within the limits of their property in accordance with 
the requirements of this Chapter. 

2. Any Street Tree shall be pruned by the property owner in accordance with the 
requirements of this Chapter and shall maintain a minimum seven-foot vertical 
clearance over all public sidewalks, a minimum eight-foot vertical clearance over 
all public bicycle lanes, and a minimum 14.5-foot vertical clearance over all 
public streets. 
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B. Nothing in this Chapter shall interfere with the application or enforcement of the 
requirements in Chapters 8.36 (Folsom Fire Code) and 8.37 (Abatement of Weeds, 
Refuse, and Abandoned Material) of the Folsom Municipal Code. In the event of a 
conflict with this Chapter, the requirements of Chapters 8.36 and 8.37 shall control; 
however, a Tree Removal Permit shall be required for the removal of Protected Trees. 
Permitted removal of Protected Trees shall be exempt from mitigation if the removal is 
either: 
1. 
2. 

Part of a City-approved Fuel Modification Plan as set forth in Chapter 8.36; or 
The result of a Notice to Remove Weeds, Noxious Vegetation, Refuse and Other 
Obstructions issued by the Fire Chief in accordance with Chapter 8.37. 

12.16.190 Street Tree Planting 
A. Street Tree Planting. Each applicant for a building permit for new construction of 

residential or commercial structures on parcels without existing Street Trees, or for a 
parcel map, subdivision map or planned development permit which seeks, in whole or in 
part, the improvement of real property, shall be responsible for the planting of Street 
Trees, unless waived by the City Arborist due to physical site constraints of the parcel. 
The species of trees to be planted shall be in accordance with the Master Tree List. As 
part of the application process, the City Arborist shall review and approve the species and 
size of the tree to be planted, the location of the planting and the stage of the development 
at which the tree is to be planted. There shall be at least one Street Tree for each single­
family and two-family lot, except for comer lots, for which two trees shall be planted. 
For Street Trees for multi-family, mixed-use, commercial and industrial parcels, there 
shall be at least: 
a. One large-size tree species from the City's Master Tree List planted on center 

every forty feet of street frontage; or 
b. One medium-size tree species from the City's Master Tree List planted on center 

for every 30 feet of street frontage; or 
c. One small-size tree species from the City's Master Tree List planted on center for 

every 20 feet of street frontage; or 
d. If the City Arborist confirms that the planting of Street Trees is not feasible then 

payment of an in-lieu fee by the applicant will be required based on the number of 
Street Trees that would have been required given the linear feet of street frontage 
of the project. 

B. Responsibility. The cost of the tree stock, the planting thereof and the maintenance of the 
tree pending occupancy of the property shall be the responsibility of the applicant. Unless 
the applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Community Development 
Department that adequate provision has been made for the planting and initial 
maintenance of the Street Trees, the applicant shall be required to furnish security which, 
at the option of and subject to the approval of the Director, shall be in the form of those 
alternatives authorized under Government Code Section 66499 et seq. Adequate 
provision may take the form of covenants, conditions and restrictions (CC&Rs) that 
require the planting and maintenance of Street Trees and that, in the opinion of the City 
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Attorney, are enforceable by property owners or an association of owners created by such 
CC&Rs. 

12.16.200 Parking Lot Shading Tree Planting 
A. Planting in Parking Lot. Each applicant for a building permit for new construction of a 

commercial structure(s) with surface parking on a parcel without Parking Lot Shading 
Trees, or for a parcel map, subdivision map or planned development permit which seeks, 
in whole or in part, the improvement ofreal property, shall be responsible for the planting 
of Parking Lot Shading Trees in accordance with the requirements of the Zoning Code. 
The species of trees to be planted shall be in accordance with the Master Tree List. As 
part of the application process, the City Arborist shall review and approve the species and 
size of the trees to be planted, the location within the parking lot where the trees are to be 
planted, the monitoring and maintenance period, and the total number of trees necessary 
to meet the requirements of the Zoning Code. 

B. Responsibility. The cost of the tree stock, the planting thereof and the maintenance of the 
tree pending occupancy of the property shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 
Unless the applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Community Development 
Department that adequate provision has been made for the planting and initial 
maintenance of the Parking Lot Trees, the applicant shall be required to furnish security 
which, at the option of and subject to the approval of the Director, shall be in the form of 
those alternatives authorized under Government Code Section 66499 et seq. Adequate 
provision may take the form of covenants, conditions and restrictions (CC&Rs) that 
require the planting and maintenance of Parking Lot Shading Trees and that, in the 
opinion of the City Attorney, are enforceable by property owners or an association of 
owners created by such CC&Rs. 

12.16.210 Solar Shade Control Act Exemption 
The City is exempt from the provisions of the Solar Shade Control Act, Chapter 12 (commencing 
with Section 25980) of Division 15 of the California Public Resources Code. 

12.16.220 Violations, Enforcement, and Penalties 
A. Violations 

1. A violation of this Chapter shall be an administrative violation as defined in 
Section 1.08.020. In addition to enforcement by any procedure set forth in 
Chapters 1.08 through 1.10, any violation of this Chapter shall be punishable as a 
misdemeanor, which shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment in the County jail for not more than six months, or by 
both fine and imprisonment. 

2. Each of the sanctions for administrative violations identified in Section 1.09.013 
shall be available to redress violation of the provisions of this Chapter. 

3. In addition to the criminal penalty set forth in subsection A of this section, based 
upon the criteria for the imposition of administrative sanctions set forth in Section 
1.09.014, a violation of a provision of this Chapter shall be deemed a Level E 
violation, as that term is described in Section 1.09.012. 
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4. Notwithstanding the maximum fee level identified in Section l.09.012(A), the 
monetary sanction for the removal of a Protected Tree or damage resulting in a 
critical impact to a Protected Tree, as determined by the City Arborist, shall be in 
an amount at least two times what would have been charged as an in-lieu fee 
under Section 12.16.150(B)(2) of this Chapter. 

B. Enforcement 
1. This Chapter shall be enforced pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 1.08 

through 1.10 of the Folsom Municipal Code. 

C. Enforcement Procedures-Notice to Correct 
1. Prior to the assessment of any monetary sanction or the commencement of any 

other enforcement action pursuant to this Chapter, the Director shall follow the 
procedures set forth in Chapter 1.09 of the Folsom Municipal Code. 

SECTION 3 SEVERABILITY 
If any section, subsection, clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance is for any reason 

held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining chapters of this ordinance. The City 
Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance and each section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, clauses, phrases or portions to be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

SECTON 4 EFFECTIVE DATE 
This ordinance shall become effective April 1, 2020, provided it is published in full or in 

summary within twenty (20) days after its adoption in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City of Folsom. 

This ordinance was introduced at the regular meeting of the City Council for the first reading on 
January 14, 2020, and the second reading occurred at the regular meeting of the City Council of 
January 28, 2020. 

On a motion by Council Member --------~ seconded by Council Member 
the foregoing ordinance was passed and adopted by the City 

Council of the City of Folsom, State of California, this day of January 28, 2020 by the following 
vote, to wit. 

A YES: Council Member(s): 

NOES: Council Member(s): 

ABSTAIN: Council Member(s): 

ABSENT: Council Member(s): 
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ATTEST: 

Christa Freemantle, CITY CLERK 
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Attachment 2 

Summary of Significant Changes to the Tree Preservation 
Ordinance dated December 30, 2019 



City of Folsom 
CITY OF' 

FOLSOM Tree Preservation Ordinance Update 
Summary of Significant Changes COMMU~ITY 01:Vl:LOPMENT 

01:PARTHENT 

The updated Tree Preservation Ordinance includes the following major changes from the City's current 

ordinance. The related sections in the updated ordinance are included in parentheses. 

1. Permits. Two different permits depending on type of work (Tree Work Permit and Tree 
Removal Permit) instead of just one Tree Permit (Sections 12.16.020 and 12.16.050). 

• Reason for Change: Allows staff to develop standard conditions for each type of permit 
since each permit involves different types of tree work. 

2. Protected Tree. Broadens definition to include parking lot shading trees and trees required as 
mitigation (Section 12.16.020). 

• Reason for Change: Ensures that parking lot shading trees and trees planted as 
mitigation are not damaged or removed without City review and mitigation. 

3. Heritage Tree. Definition expanded to include all large trees over 30 inches with exclusions 
consistent with the City's Master Tree List (Section 12.16.020). 

• Reason for Change: Expands protection to larger trees that have the greatest benefits in 
terms of shading, health, sustainability, etc. 

4. Tree Protection Zone. Better defines and expands area of protection (Section 12. 16.020). 

• Reason for Change: Current ordinance does not correctly define this area. It refers to 
the dripline which is not the same. This provides a clear definition with illustrations. 

5. Findings. Requires applicants to meet findings before Tree Work Permit or Tree Removal Permit 
issuance (Section 12. 16.080}. 

• Reason for Change: Not clear in current ordinance under what conditions the applicant 
could remove a tree or work within the Tree Protection Zone. New ordinance states the 
findings that staff must make when granting a permit. 

6. Standard Conditions. Identifies standard conditions of approval for each permit type (Section 
12.16.130) 

• Reason for Change: Current ordinance does not have standard conditions. These are 
provided to let the applicant know in advance the typical conditions that will be part of 
their project. These include such things as monitoring by a certified arborist, best 
practices for tree work, and, in some cases, preparation of a Tree Protection and 
Mitigation Plan. 

7. Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. Uses industry standards for tree care and maintenance. 

• Reason for Change: Current ordinance has no standards for maintenance. This 
establishes best practices for tree care and maintenance based on those standards 
established by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI). 

8. Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan. Expands and clarifies requirement for the plan that 
focuses on minimizing impact on trees and tree removal only when necessary (Section 
12.16.140). 

• Reason for Change: Rarely used in current ordinance because applicants typically paid 
the in-lieu fee as mitigation. Now plan must be prepared prior to any decision regarding 
mitigation (i.e., replanting, in-lieu fee payment or both). 

9. Reasonable Alternative Measures. Adds new concept to provide flexibility to encourage tree 
preservation rather than removal (Sections 12.16.020 and 12.16.080). 
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• Reason for Change: Does not exist in current ordinance. Provides flexibility and 
incentives for applicant to preserve tree(s) on-site. Examples include use of root 
barriers, minor deviations from standard setbacks, etc. 

10. Mitigation. Focused on tree replacement and replanting rather than just in-lieu payment 
(Section 12.16.150). Allows Director to consider reducing or waiving mitigation if tree must be 
removed because it is either dead or causing damage to buildings on the property. 

• Reason for Change: Most applicants paid in-lieu fee rather than attempt to preserve 
tree. New strategy emphasizes preservation first then replanting and then in-lieu 
payment when preservation or replanting are not feasible. 

11. Tree Replacement Ratio. Establishes inch for inch replacement requirement except for 
residential street trees which is a one-to-one tree ratio (Section 12.16.150). 

• Reason for Change: Current ordinance has such a high replacement requirement that it 
encouraged applicants to pay the in-lieu fee rather than plant replacement trees. The 
new ordinance requires: 
• Planting of replacement trees on-site; and/or 
• If not feasible, then payment of in-lieu fee calculated based on a dollar amount for 

each inch at diameter at breast height of protected tree removed (to be established 
separately by City Council resolution); or 

• Other strategies as may be determined appropriate by the Director if it meets the 
intent of the ordinance. 

12. Credits. Provides mitigation credits for trees preserved on-site (Section 12.16.150). 
• Reason for Change: The current ordinance does not provide an incentive to preserve 

trees. With the new ordinance, applicants can receive mitigation credit for trees within 
the available buildable area of the parcel that remain on-site. 

13. Trees in Building Footprint. Reduces mitigation for trees located within proposed building 
footprint (Section 12.16.150). 

• Reason for Change: Current ordinance required one 15-gallon tree for every Protected 
Tree removed, but in practice a reduced mitigation in-lieu fee was paid instead. The 
new ordinance requires replanting and/or payment of an in-lieu fee, but those 
requirements are reduced by half for trees within the building envelope. 

14. Tree Planting and Mitigation Fund. Clarifies and, in a couple instances, expands the allowable 
use of the funds to support tree planting and urban forestry efforts (Section 12.16.160). 

• Reason for Change: While this is included in both versions of the ordinance, the new 
ordinance clarifies the use of the funds including use for the development, staffing or 
implementation of an Urban Forestry program since this is a General Plan 
implementation program (refer to General Plan Program NCR-1: Urban forestry 
program). It also allows use of the funds for planting of trees on private property 
maintained by the City under the terms of a maintenance agreement with the property 
owner. The funds will be managed by the Community Development Department since 
the City Arborist resides in that department. 

15. Exemption from Solar Shade Control Act. The new ordinance would exempt the City from this 
State law so that homeowners are not forced to significantly prune, damage, or remove 
Protected Trees that may partially shade solar panels (Section 12.16.210). 

• Reason for Change: Though the Solar Shade Control Act was enacted in 1978, it was 
amended in 2008 long after adoption of the current Tree Preservation Ordinance. The 
amended law allows jurisdictions to exempt themselves from the law if they have a tree 
preservation ordinance or local solar shade ordinance. Sacramento, Rancho Cordova, 
Citrus Heights and Davis have all exempted themselves from the law. 

A detailed section by section comparison of the existing and new ordinance has been prepared for the 
environmental analysis (Addendum to the General Plan Final Program Environmental Impact Report). 
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Tree -PreseFVation Ordinance 

Update 



CHAPTER 12.16 

SECTIONS 

TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE 

12.16.010 PURPOSE AND INTENT 

12.16.020 DEFINITIONS 

12.16.030 APPLICABILITY 

12.16.040 PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES 

12.16.050 PERMIT REQUIRED 

12.16.060 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

12.16.070 APPROVING AUTHORITY 

12.16.080 FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL 

12.16.090 NOTICE OF DECISION 

12.16.100 APPEALS 

12.16.110 EFFECTIVE DATE AND PERMIT EXPIRATION 

2 

2 

8 

8 

9 

10 

11 

11 

12 

12 

13 

12.16.120 Rf!GYV.n:o A.c:TIVITV A.YTHORIZ~D 8¥ PERMIT COMPLIANCE AND AMENDMENT 

14 

12.16.130 CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

12.16.140 TREE PROTECTION AND MITIGATION PLAN REQUIREMENTS 

12.16.150 MITIGATION REQUIREMENTS 

12.16.160 TREE PLANTING AND REPLACEMENT FUND 

12.16.170 LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

12.16.180 MAINTENANCE 

12.16.190 STREET TREE PLANTING 

12.16.200 PARKING LOT SHADING TREE PLANTING 

12.16.210 SOLAR SHADE CONTROL ACT EXEMPTION 

12.16.220 VIOLATIONS, ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES 

FINAL DRAFT Page 1 

14 

16 

18 

21 

22 

23 

23 

24 

25 

25 

DECEMBER 30, 2019 



12.16.010 Purpose and Intent 

A. Purpose. Trees are both community and environmental assets, unique in their ability to provide 
a multitude of benefits that appreciate over time. _In addition to many others, these benefits 
include life-giving oxygen, filtration of air pollutants, protection from heat and ultra-violet 
rad1ationessential shade, energy savings, reduced Heat Island effect, habitat for wildlife, af½G 
carbon sequestration, and improvement of property values. The purpose of this chapter is to 
advance these aesthetic, economic, environmental, and social contributions of EWf-the City's 
Urban Forest through the creation and preservation of tree resources._ In order to promote the 
public health, safety and general welfare, enhance the beauty of Folsom and to complement and 
strengthen zoning, subdivision and land use standards and regulations, while at the same time 
recognizing individual rights to develop private property, the -Ei-ty--Q!Y_council Council finds it 
necessary to establish standards and measures for the preservation of trees. 

B. Intent. The provisions of this chapter Chapter are enacted to: 

1. Establish and maintain the optimum amount of tree cover on public and private lands~--te 
enhance the natural 5cenic eeauty, moderate climatic conditions, and sustain property~ 

2. Promote conservation of tree resources and long-term sustainability. 

3. Safeguard the health of the City's Urban Forest by ensuring proper tree management 
practices. 

4. Protect the visual and aesthetic character of the City. 

5. Implement the conservation goals of the General Plan. 

6. Establish procedures for the City to administer this tree preservation ordinance. 

12.16.020 Definitions 

This section includes the definition of terms and phrases used in this Chapter that are technical or 

specialized, or that may not reflect common usage. If any of the definitions in this Chapter conflict with 

definitions in other provisions of the Municipal Code, the terms and phrases as defined in this Chapter 

shall control for the purposes of this Chapter. If a word is not defined in this Chapter, the Community 

Development Director shall determine the most appropriate definition for purposes of enforcing the +ree 
tree preservation oGrdinance. 

Adjacent. Having a common property line, or immediately next to a property 

or to a property located across from ~ an alley, path, private street, 

easement, or public street as shown in Figure 12.16-1. 

ANSI A300 Standards. The most current version of Tree Care Operations -

Tree, Shrub and et-Aef..Other Woody Plant Maintenance - Standard Practices 

of the American National Standards Institute, as amended from time to time. 

Figure 12.16-1 

-x I vlvix] 
STREET 

Appeal Authority. The Director or Commission authorized under this V •Adjacent 

Chapter to consider appeals ofTree Remo·.ial Permitsdecisions by the Approving Authority. 

Approving Authority. The City Arborist is the Approving Authority for the Tree Work Permit and Tree 

Removal Permit covered by this Chapter. 

Arborist Report. A report prepared by an Arborist containing specific information on location, condition, 

potential impacts of development, recommended actions and mitigation measures relating to 1 or more 

trees on an individual lot or project site. 
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Arborist. An individual certified as an Arborist by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and holds 

a current and unexpired certification. 

Buildable Area. The area of a parcel where buildings may be 

constn.lcted excluding front, rear and side yard setbacks as 

required by the Zoning Code. In the case of a parcel that is to be 

subdivided, the buildable footprint would be the Buildable Area 

of each proposed new parcel excluding front. rear and side yard 

setbacks as required by the existing or proposed zoning for the 

new parcel(s). Refer to Figure 12.16-2. 

City Arborist. An Arborist who is a City employee whose job 

duties include the review, evaluation and preparation of reports 

and permits under this Chapter. 

Dircc:tar 1lrn lailirnct~r of 1Jrn 6.ity's Commtrn it'j• 9@ iad!ilfllffi@~t 

9eF'!artm@!'lt or Ais/1:'l@r ~0sig!'l00a-

Certificate of Compliance. A l-ettef-written statement from an 

Arborist verifying that the conditions associated with a Tree 

Permit have been satisfied. 

Figure 12.16-2 
T l Rear Setback 
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Parcel Boundary 

Commission. The Planning Commission or Historic District Commission depending on the locatlon of the 

Regulated Activity. 

Critical Root Zone (CRZ). The area of soil extending from the tree trunk where roots required for future 

tree health and survival are located. This Critical Root Zone area for all trees except Heritage Trees is a 

circle with a minimum radius of 1 foot for every 1 inch in trunk diameter at GBH-DSH. Refer to Figure 

12.16 3For Heritage Trees, the Critical Root ZoAe area shall be a circle ',•;ith a mi Aim um radius of l.S foet 

for every 1 inch ihtruAk diameter at DBH, unless reduced by the City Arborist . 
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For Heritage Trees. the Critical Root Zone 

area shall be a circle with a minimum radius 

of 1.5 feet for every 1 inch in trunk diameter 

at DSH, unless reduced by the City Arborist. 

Refer to Figure 12.16-4. 

Diameter at 8reast Meigl=l tDiameter at 

Standard Height (QSHDSH). The diameter 

of a tree measured at four and one-half (4.5) 

feet above the ground while standing on the 

high side of the tree. For a tree other than a 

Multi:_trunked Tree that branches at or 

below four and one-half feet, fIBMDSH shall 

mean the diameter at the narrowest point 

between the grade and the lowest 

branching point. The diameter shall be 

calculated by use of the following formula: 

diameter= circumference/3.142 

Figure 12.16-4 
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For MultitruRkMulti-trunked Trees, the fIBMDSH shall be the diameter of each stem measured at four and 

one-half above the ground while standing on the high side of the tree added together in total. Refer to 

Figure 12.16-5. 

Extrapolated Diameter at Standard Height (DSH). This shall be 

used for purposes of calculating the mitigation for a Multi­

trunked Tree. It is derived from adding the cross-sectional area 

of each stem measured at four and one-half (4.5) feet above 

grade to determine a value for the DSH . In a Multi-trunked 

Tree, this is calculated by taking the square root of the sum of 

each individual stem's DSH squared. The Extrapolated DSH 

value is used for determining mitigation and may be calculated 

using an alternative method acceptable to the City Arborist. 

Director. The Director of the City's Community ~lo,pment Qepartment or his/her designee. 

Dripline Radius (DLR). A perfect circle around the tree with the radius Figure 12.16-6 
being equal to the longest branch of the tree. Refer to Figure 

12.16-6. 
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Emergency. For purposes of this Chapter, emergency is defined as an imminent danger to the safety of 

persons or property and/or the imminent loss of water, sewer, gas or electrical service or access to publ ic 

or private property(iesl. 

l.!MtrapelateEI Qiameter at Rreast Meigl:it (QiM). This is methed of calculating the DBl=l of a A1ultitnmked 

tree that is eleriYed from adding the cross sectional area of each stem measured at <I.S feet above grade 

to eetermine a 1.•alue for the DBl=l . In a Multitrunked Tree, this is calculated by taking the square rnot of 

the sl:lm of each--+Aa+vidual stem's DBl=l squared. The extrapolated DBl=l value is 1:Jsed for determining 

mitigation and may be calwlated using an alternati•re method acceptable to the City Arborist. 

Heat Island. An urban or metropolitan area that ~as higher average temperatures than surrounding rural 

areas due to the greater absorption, retention, and generation of heat by buildings, pavements, and 

human activities. 

Heritage Tree. Except for trees listed as " Not Eligib le for Heritage Status" on the City's Master Tree List, 

~A tree on the City's Master Tree List over 30 inches in OOMDSH or a rnultitrunkmulti-trunked tree on the 

Master Tree List having a combined GBHDSH of SO inches or more. 

IRterRatieRal Seciety of Arearic1c1lture (ISAJ . A nonprofit orgarnzation and network of practitioners, 

scientists, and stueents that is recognized as a source for arboricultural inforn=iation and kno•.e.eledge. 

!SA Best Management Practices. Recommended methods for the planting, care, maintenance, prun ing 

of trees prepared by the ~Internationa l Society of Arboriculture. 

Landmark Tree. A tree or group of trees determined by the City Council to confer a significant community 

benefit to the general public due to its size, age, location, historic association or ecological value. 

Major Pruning. The cutting of any individual branch or root with a diameter of two inches or greater or a 

circumference of more than six and one-quarter inches at an'{ poiRt on the location of the cut on such 

branch or root. It shall also include the cutting of a cumulative amount of more than ten percent of a 

combinatiefl---ef..the Root System,_the Tree Crown, or a combination of both within a 12-month period. 

Master Tree List. A list prepared by the City. as amended from time to time, identifying the species of 

trees that may be planted as replacement trees, as Parking Lot Shading Trees, or as Street Trees as well 

as trees that are not-recommended or excluded from protection. 

Minor Pruning. The cutting of any individual branch or root of less than two inches in diameter at i3f1V 

~the point of t he cut on such branch or root. The cumulative amount of cutting shall not be more 

than ten percent of a combination of t he Root SystemL a-Ad-t he Tree Crown, or a combination of both 

within a 12-month period. Pruning that substantially reduces the overall size or density of the tree or 

destroys the existing symmetry or natural shape of the tree is not considered Minor Pruning. 

Mitigation. For purposes of this Chapter, this is the action or set of actions designed to reduce the 
negative effects resulting from the loss of a Protected Tree and the reduction to Folsom's tree canopy. 

Monitoring Period. A time period specified in the Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan and approved by 
the City Arborist in order to ensure that preserved trees and replacement trees are in good health and 
remain viable. For replacement trees, this time period is typically three years. 

M1:1ltitn:1RkMulti-trunked Tree. A tree with multiple stems originating from a single root mass. 
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Native Oak Tree. One of the following indigenous species of tree or hybrids of any of the trees listed 

below, with a minimum diameter as shown in Table 12.16-7: 

Common Name 
Valley Oak 

Blue Oak 

Interior Live Oak 

Coast Live Oak 

Table 12.16-7 
Native Oak Trees 

Botanical Name Trunk (OBMDSH) 
Quercus lobata 6" 

Quercus douglasii 6" 
Quercus wislizenii 6" 
Quercus agrifolia 6" 

MYltitFYRkMulti-
trunked 

Combined 
(OBMDSH)* 

20" 
20" 
20" 
20" 

*A Native M1c1ltitnmkMulti-trunked Tree listed above with a single stem 6 inches or greater shall be 
considered a Native Oak Tree. 

Parking Lot Shading Tree. Any tree planted in a parking lot in order to meet shade coverage requirements 

and as identified in Section 17.57.070 of the Zoning Code. 

Protected Tree. Trees protected under this Chapter include Native Oak Trees, Heritage Trees, Landmark 

Trees, and Regulated Trees, and Street Trees, as defined herein. 

Pruning. To cut off or cut back parts a tree to enhance health and structure. Pruning refers to both above 

surface and underground cutting. See also "Major Pruning" and "Minor Pruning". 

Reasonable Alternative Measures. Measures determined and authorized by the Approving Authority or 

Appeal Authority that may be reasonably implemented to minimize impact to a Protected Tree in order 

to avoid activities which could result in greater impact to the tree or removal of the tree. Examples may 

include tree management practices such as root barriers, pruning, root pruning, and soil protection. It 

may also include-a minor de,•iation frommodifications to the setbacks development standards set forth in 

the Zoning Code to allow a development to preserve existing trees on-site (which may require a variance 

or other land use entitlements;:ipprovals); or the planting of replacement trees on s1:1 itable off site 

locations. 

Regulated Activity. Activities involving Major Pruning of a Protected Tree, affy-activitiesy such as grading, 

trenching, paving or soil disturbance undertaken within the Tree Protection Zone of a Protected Tree, 

removal of a Protected Tree, cabling and/or bracing of a Protected Tree, or other activities that may 

impact the long-term health and survivability of a Protected Tree as may be determined by the City 

Arborist. 

Regulated Tree. Trees required in accordance with the standards of.QY the City's Zoning Code, i such as 

Parking Lot Shading Trees and Street Trees}, or required as conditions of development project approval 

(such as landscape buffer or screening trees), or required by th is Chapter as mitigation for the removal of 

a Protected Tree{s} . 

Replacement Tree. A tree required to be planted as mitigation for removal of a Protected Tree in 

accordance with the requirements of this Chapter. 
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Root System. +hls--The configuration of the underground teAtacles parts or appendages is one of its most 

importaAt elemeAts of a tree, providing several ¥ffil!-.functions including anchoring and providing water 

and nutrients to the tree. Roots store nutrieAts for the tree during the winter aAd transport water aAd 

miAerals during the acti•1e part of the growing season. Roots also provide an anchor to the tree, keeping 

it from toppling during m,treme weather conditions. 

Routine Maintenance. Includes the following activities: Minor Pruning; dead weea-branch removal; 

irrigation; mulch application; mowing or trimming grass or other ground cover close to a tree; application 

of fertilizer, insecticides, or herbicides in aq:ord.ance with their label; or any other similar activities that 

promote the life, growth, or health of trees. Any procedure, technique, or practice that is expressly 

prohibitedconsidered unacceptable or prohibited under the ANSI A300 standardsCity's Tree Care and 

Maintenance Standards or by this Chapter is not Routine Maintenance. 

Street Tree. A tree of an approved species in accordance with the_-Folsom Master Tree List located within 

12.5' of a street or sidewalk, measured from the back of the curb or back of the sidewa+ksidewalk or back 

of curb if no sidewalk exists. Street Trees can be either privately or publicly owned. 

Subject Property. The property, or properties, for which a permit request has been filed. 

Terminal Leader. This is the vertical stem(s) at the top of the trunk of a tree. 

Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. Standards required by the City for the care and maintenance of 

Protected Trees based on the ANSI 300 Standards. the ISA Best Management Practices. and any other 

relevant standards as determined by the City Arborist, and as amended by the City from time to time. 

Tree Crown. This is the top part of the tree, which features branches, foliage. flowers. and seeds -that 

grow out from the main trunk and support the various leaves used for photosynthesis. 

Tree Permit. A permit issued by the City of Folsom covering any Regulated Activity affecting a Protected 

Tree, which may be a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit or both. 

Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan. A report and/or plan submitted for review and approval before the 

start of any Regulated Activity. 

Tree Protection Zone---{+Pl}. The circumference of the 

outermost edge of a tree's Critical Root Zone or Dripline 

Radius, whichever is greater, plus one foot. When 

depicted on a map, the Tree Protection Zone will appear 

as a perfect circle, or group of overlapping circles for 

multiple trees. Refer to Figure 12.16-8. 
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Topping. A type of pruning that is not Routine Maintenance and involves the removal of tops of trees, or 

large branches or trunks from tops of trees, leaving large stubs or lateral branches that are too small to 

assume the role of a Terminal Leader. Refer to Figure 12.16-9. 

Figure 12.16-9 

BEFORE AFTER AFTER 

Urban Forest. A forest, or collection of trees, or the total of all trees on public and private properties that 

grow within the Cit>t'an urban boundary boundaries. 

Zoning Code. Title 17 of the Folsom Municipal Code. 

12.16.030 Applicability 

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all Regulated Activities affecting Protected Trees, excluding 

those activities undertaken by the City. Trees that are not Protected Trees are not subject to the 

provisions of this Chapter. When a tree qualifies as more than one type of Protected Tree, the more 

stringent requirements apply. 

12.16.040 Prohibited Activities 

The following activities shall be prohibited with respect to Protected Trees: 

A. Topping. 

8. Attaching structures (such as birdhouses. tree houses, or ladder steps for climbing into a tree) 
an•,•thing using nails, screws, and/or spikes except for the attachment of tags by an Arborist for 
purposes of tree identification . 

C. Wounding or breaking tree trunks or branches through contact with vehicles and heavy 
equipment. 

D. Wounding trunks with string weed trimmers, lawn mowers, and similar equipment. 

E. Causing injury by fire or excessive heat. 

F. Pruning activities not conducted in accordance with City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 

G. The use of tree spikes or spurs while pruning. 

H. Any of the following activities within the Tree Protection Zone of any Protected Tree, unless 
specifically approved by the City and conducted in accordance with the standards of Section 
12.16.~130 (Standard Conditions of Approval): 

1. Placement or sStorage of large quantities of soil and/or mulch greater than six inches in depth~ 
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2. -Excavation and trenching. 

3. Changing soil grade by cutting or filling. 

4. Grading, tearing, and/or grubbing. 

5. Compacting soil with equipment, vehicles, material storage, and/or foot traffic. 

6. Washing out equipment (especiall'( paint, stucco and concrete) and vehicle maintenance. 

1-,.§.:_lnstalling impervious surfaces, including but not limited to parking lots, driveways, and 
walkways. 

9. Accumulation of 1••,ater from construction related acti>.•ities. 

I. Contamination of soil by wWashlng out equipment (especially paint, stucco and concrete) and 
vehicle maintenance within the Tree Protection Zone . 

J. Contamination or compaction of soil by ~storing or placing construction materials or construction 
debris and.1'@5.tl! within the Tree Protection Zone~ 

K. Accumulation of water from construction-re lated-activities within the Tree Protection Zone. 

hL_Cutting down, destroying, effectively destroying through damaging, removing, or moving any 
Protected Tree without a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit at any time unless 
specifically exempted by this Chapter. 

12.16.050 Permit Required 

A. Tree Work Permit Required. A Tree Work Permit is required for any Regulated Activities 
undertaken with respect to a Protected Tree, except where specifically exempted by subsection 
"C" below: 

B. Tree Removal Permit Required. A Tree Removal Permit is required before removal of any 
Protected Tree, except where specifically exempted by subsection "C" below. 

C. Exemptions. The following activities with respect to Protected Tree are specifically exempted 
from the requirements for obtaining a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit. 

1. Resurfacing, repaving, or concrete replacement of existing paved areas within the Tree 
Protection Zone, if conducted under the supervision of an Arborist to guarantee appropriate 
measures are taken to ensure tree survival. 

2. Parking or operation of motor vehicles within the Tree Protection Zone on existing paved 
areas. 

3. Placement or storage of equipment or construction material within the Tree Protection Zone 
on existing paved areas. 

4. Maintenance Proper planting and maintenance of under-canopy landscaping in accordance 
with the City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 

5. Routine maintenance of Protected Trees. 

6. Emergency work involving the removal of limbs or trees damaged by sudden or extreme 
weather, chance occurrence, or unavoidable accident beyond the reasonable control of the 
property owner provided that the tree replacement requirements are met. 

7. Removal of a Protected Tree that is dead or dying as determined by an Arborist andLQiverified 
by the City Arborist provided that the property com13lies with thetree replacement 
requirements of the Zoning Codeare met. 
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8. Removal of a Protected Tree that poses an imminent safety risk to the public as determined 
by the City Arborist or City Fire Chief. 

9. Minor pruning activities. 

10. Activities that do not disturb or contaminate the soil within the Tree Protection Zone or result 
in physical contact to the Protected Tree. 

-W-,1L.__Public and private utilities subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities 
Co1TI1Tiission performing tree pruning activities or remova l activities as is necessary to €Offif}i-y 
with tl=ie safety regulations of said co1TIA1ission and to maintain a safe operation of their 
facilities. However, they-the utility shall notify the Community Development Department at 
least seven (7) business days before taking any action. If the utility conducts routine 
maintenance in Folsom on a regular basis, rece ipt of an annual encroachment permit from 
the City shall satisfy the notification requirement of this section . Tl=ie Cit',' may cause such 
pruning worlc to be inspected and the City shall have tl=le authority to stop any tree pruning 
perforA1ed ey a utility if such practices are AOt being follo1A'ed . 

D. Combined Activities. Separate but similar tree-related activities may be reviewed under one 
permit. The City's decision on the permit shall apply to all activities included in the permit. 

E. Limitation. Permit issued under this Chapter entitles the permittee to perform only the Regulated 
Activities authorized in the permit and is not valid for any other purpose. 

12.16.060 Application Requirements 

A. Application Form. All Tree Work Permit or Tree Removal Permit applications must be submitted 
in writing to the Community Development Department on a form provided by the City. 

1. Minimum submittal requirements shall be established by the GtyDirector. Additional 
information necessary for the complete evaluation of an application may be required by 
the City Arborist. All required material and information shall be provided by the applicant 
before the application may be deemed complete and accepted for processing. 

2. No application shall be considered complete for acceptance and processing until the 
required application fee is paid in full. 

L For work within the Tree Protection Zone or work involving the removal of a Protected 
Tree, a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan &may be required as part of the permit 
application as determined by t he City Arborist unless exempt under Section 12.16.0S0(C). 
If Protected Trees are present on or encroaching into ~~proposed development site, a 
Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan ¼5--may be required as part of the entitlement 
application and before sub1Tiittal of a Tree Permit application . 

a. If all Regulated Activity is outside of the Tree Protection Zone of the Protected 
Trees, then only a site plan showing t he location of the Protected Trees in 
accordance with Section 12.16.140(A) will be required. 

B. Application Fees. The City Council may establish a fee by resolution for the processing of permit 
applications under the provisions of this Chapter, which may be amended from time to time. 
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12.16.070 Approving Authority 

The Approving Authority may approve, modify, conditionall•t approve with conditions, or deny the permit 

application in accordance with this Chapter. The Approving Authority shall be responsible for the 

interpretation of provisions of this Chapter in the event of confusion or a conflict. The decision of the 

Approving Authority on a Tree Work Permit shall be final and not subject to appeal. _A Tree Removal 

Permit may be appealed to the Appeal Authority pursuant to procedures set forth in Section 12.16.-1-W 

100 (Appeals). 

12.li.OSQ Conditions of Appro\fal 

The Appro':ing Authority may impose suc.h conditions as are necessar>; to ensure compliance >.vith this 

Chapter with respect to the proposed project, including but not limited to conditions to lessen impacts to 

Protected Trees or to mitigate environrnental irnpacts of the proposed acti¥ity. 

12.16.090080 Findings for Approval 

The following findings are required before issuance of the specified permits. 

A. Tree Work Permit. Before approving an application for a Tree Work Permit, the Approving 
Authority shall make the following findings: 

1. The proposed activity is not detrimental to the immediate or long-term health of the 
Protected Tree; or 

2. The proposed activity is eletrimental tomay impact the immediate health of the Protected 
Tree.W, but a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan has been prepared that minimizes the 
impact and protects the long-term health of the treehl to the satisfaction of the -Qty 
ArboristApproving Authority; and 

3. The proposed activity is in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter and all applicable 
City standards and policies. 

B. Tree Removal Permit. Before approving an application for a Tree Removal Permit, the Approving 
Authority shall make at least one of the following findings: 

1. The condition of the Protected Tree with respect to disease, danger of falling, or long-term 
health of the tree is such that the tree is not likely to survive. 

2. The condition or location of the Protected Tree or its roots is interfering with water, sewer, 
gas, electrical services, streets or sidewalks and is likely to cause a foreseeable interruption in 
service or function t o the subject property or properties in the vicinity and there are no 
Reasonable Alternative Measures to avoid, prevent or lessen the interference. 

3. The Protected Tree or its roots are causing, _or threatening to will cause, _damage in the near 
future to any existing permanent structure or feature on the property or on any 
adjacentAdjacent property including pools, driveways, and there are no Reasonable 
Alternative Measures to avoid, prevent or lessenremove or repai r the damage or threatened 
imminent damage. 

4. Use of the property consistent with the Zoning Code €EH:H&-cannot be made unless the 
Protected Tree is removed and there are no Reasonable Alternative Measures to allow for use 
of the property consistent with the Zoning Code. 
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5. The tree is a Protected Tree, other than a Native Oak Tree or Landmark Tree, in the front yard 
of a residential property of one-ha lf acre or less with an existing residential structure on-site, 
and the property owner agrees to pl-ant a replacement tree on the property consistent with 
the requirements of Section 12.16.150 {A)(l)(cl . 

12.16.100090 Notice of Decision 

A. Written notice of decision on ~ application for ~ Tree Removal Permit shall be provided to ~ 
applicant and owners of properties located immediately adjacentAdiacent to the subject property 
after ah appl ication has been received by the City. The notice shall include the following: 

1. The-location where the application may be viewedapplication . 

2. The-The t lming for the decision maae-on the application to be made by the Approving 
Authority. 

3. The location where the decision and any t~onditions imposed as part of the approval___Q_!'. 
reasons for den ial may be viewed. 

3-:-4. The timeline and process for appeals, as applicable. 

B. Written Notice. Written notice of decision on ~ application for ~ Tree Work Permit or Tree 
Removal Permit shall be provided to the applicant as part of the permit issuance or denial. Notice 
of decision on a Tree Removal Permit wil l also be posted on the City's website. 

12.16.1-Wl00 Appeals 

A. Right to Appeal. The decision on a Tree Work Permit is final and not subject to appeal. For a Tree 
Removal Permit, any person dissatisfied with the determination of the Approving Authority may 
file an appeal with the Director. The decision of the Director may be appealed to the Planning 
Commission or the Historic District Commission depending upon the location of the Protected 
Tree. The decision of the Planning Commission or Historic District Commission may be appealed 
to the City Councilshall be final for all purposes and not appealable hirther. 

B. Filing an Appeal. A.!1.£ppeal shall be submitted in writing to the City Clerk within 10 calendar days 
following a decision rendered under this Chapter, with payment of an appeal fee adopted by the 
City Council. The appeal shall, at a minimum, state the following: 

1. The project or matter being appealed. 

2. The date of the City's decision that is the subject ofthe appeal. 

3. The specific finding(s), condition{s1 standard, or action being appealed. 

4. A statement specifying the basis or grounds of the appeal, such as why the decision is not i-R 
agreeFAentconsistent with the standards and regulations of this Chapter. 

a. How the decision of the /\pproving l\uthority should ae changed. 

5. No appeal req1:1est shall be deemed filed until the prescribed appeal fee has been paid. 

6. If an appeal is notF.:i ilure to files a written appea l within the time and in the manner stated 
above shall constitute a waiver of , t he right to appeal shall be deemed wa ived. 

L_Notice and Schedule of Appeal Hearings. 

1. For appeal -to the Director of a decision by the Approving Authority pursuant to this Chapter, 
no hearing shall be required prior to a decision by the Director on the appeal. 
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2. For appea l to the Commission of a decision by the Director pursuant to this Chapter. the+l:!e 
Director shall schedule fil!_tRe-appeal hearing with the Planning Commission or the Historic 
District Commission, as applicable, as soon as practicable following receipt of the appeal. 
Notice of the date, time and place of the hearing shall be provided to the appellant and the 
project applicant no later than 10 calendar days before the date of the hearing. Any hearing 
may be continued from time to time. 

3. For appeal to the City Council of a decision bv the Commission pursuant to this Chapter. the 
Director shall schedule an appeal hearing w th the Councll , as soon as practicable following 
receipt of the appeal. Notice of the date. time and place of the hearing shall be provided to 
the appellant and the prolect applicant no later than 10 calendar days before the date of the 
hearing. Any hearing may be continued from time to time. 

Q,__Appeal MeaFiRg Review and Action. The Director, Planning Commission and/or Historic District 
Commission. and/or Council acting as Appeal Authority shall review the entire proceeding or 
proceedingsall matters relating to the aa-ef-decision being appealed. de novo. and may make any 
order it deems just and equitable. The Appeal Authority may act to confirm. modify. or reverse 
the decision of the Approving Authority, in whole or in part. or add or amend such conditions as 
it deems necessary., including but not limited to the appro•,·al or denial of the Tree Removal Permit 
application, the addition or modification of any condition applicable to an apprm.'ed Tree Remo•;1al 
Pemm. 

E. Notice of A eal Decision. 

1. Director Decisions. At the conclusion of the review. the Director shall make findings 
supporting the decision on the appeal. Written notice of the decision shall be provided to the 
appellant and the pro1ect applicant . 

-h2. Commission Decisions. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Planning Commission or Historic 
District Commission shall make findings supporting its decision on the appeal. The decision 
of the Planning Commission or Historic District Commission shall be filed with the City Clerk 
and provided to the appellant and the project applicant. 

b3. Council Decisions. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Counci l shall make findings supporting 
its decision on the appeal. The decision of Council shall be filed with the City Clerk and 
provided to the appellant and the proiect applicant. 

12.16.~110 Effective Date and Permit Expiration 

A. Effective Date. 

1. Tree Work Permit. Tree Work Permits shall become effective on the date an approval is issued 
by the Approving Authority. 

2. Tree Removal Permit. Tree Removal Permits issued under this Chapter shall become effective 
10 calendar days following the date of approval unless a timely appeal has been filed. Upon 
filing of a timely appeal, the effective date shall be suspended until such time that final action 
is taken on the appeal. If the Appeal Authority upholds or grants a Tree Removal Permit 
application, the permit shall become effective on the date ofday fo llowing the appro•;1al 
decision by the Approving Appeal Authority. 
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B. Time Limits. 

1. Application Expiration. Any application inactive for a period of six (61 months from the last 
written correspondence with the applicant shall expire, as determined by the Qty 
ArboristApproving Authority. If the applicant subsequently wishes to continue to pursue the 
requested permit, a new application, including fees and all submittal requirements must be 
filed in compliance with this Chapter. 

2. Permit Expiration. Any permit not exercised within six (6) e months from the date of approval 
shall expire. The exercise of a permit occurs when the permittee performs substantial work 
for the activity approved under the permit, as determined by the Director/\pproving 
Authority. 

3. Associated Entitlements. When a permit under this Chapter is approved in association 
simultaneously with other project entitlements (i.e., tentative maps, design review, etc.), the 
permit expiration date shall track the expiration of said project entitlements not to exceed 
two (2) years. 

4. Extensions. An applicant may request an extension in writing for up to six (6) months for a 
permit or a permit application. which may be granted at the discretion of the Approving 
Authority. The request must include the reason(s) for the extension. 

12.16.~120 Regulated Aeti:ti«it)• Autl=lorized sy Permit Compliance and 

Amendment 

A. Compliance with Permit Requirements. A Tree Permit shall entitle the applicant to perform only 
the Regulated Activity authorized by the permit. No person shall undertake any Regulated Activity 
that does not comply with an approved Tree Permit. Any proposed change in the nature or scope 
of the Regulated Activity that is not in compliance with the approved permit shall require an 
application to amend the approved permit, which shall be submitted, processed, and reviewed as 
a new application under the provisions of this Chapter. 

B. Substantial Compliance. The City /\rborist/\pproving Authority may approve minor changes to an 
approved permit if the proposed changes are in substantial compliance with the permit and 
permit conditions. Such proposed changes shall not significantly affect the scope and intent of the 
approved work or reduce any requirement intended to mitigate an impact to a Protected Tree. 

12.16.-140--130 Standard Conditions of Approval 

The Approving Authority may impose such conditions as are necessary to ensure compliance with this 

Chapter with respect to the proposed project, including but not limited to conditions to lessen impacts to 

Protected Trees or to mitigate environmental impacts of the proposed activity. The following are standard 

conditions of approval that shall apply to each type of work listed below. 

A. Tree Pruning. Tree Work Permit for Protected Tree pruning activities shall be subject to the 
following standard conditions, in addition to any other condition imposed by the Approving 
Authority: 

1. All pruning activities shall be conducted in accordance with the City's Tree Care and 
Maintenance Standards. 

2. No more than one quarter of the foliage of a tree shall be remo1.«ed in any one growing season. 

¼,-2. AII work shall be performed by or under the supervision of an Arborist. 
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B. Tree Protection Zone Work. Tree Work Permit~ for Regulated Activities conducted within the 
Tree Protection Zone shall be subject to the following standard conditions, in addition to any other 
condition imposed by the Approving Authority: 

1. A Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan 5-Aal-1-may be required by the Approving Authorityee 
prepared in accordance 'Hith Section 12.16.150. 

2. All work shall be conducted and performed: 

a. In accordance with the City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 

b. In accordance with the approved Tree Work Permit and, If required, the Tree 
Protection and Mitigation Plan and the Tree 1,6Jorlc Permit. 

c. By or under the supervision of an Arborist unless this requirement is waived by the 
Approving Authority. 

3. For construction acttvities, each Protected Tree or group of Protected Trees to be preserved 
shall be ehclosed with high visibility fencing prior to the commencement of any Regulated 
Activity. 

4. Signs shall be posted on all sides o·f fences surrounding each Protected Tree or Trees stating 
that enclosed tree(sl are to be preserved. The signs shall state the penalty for damage to, or 
removal of. the Protected Tree. The size and number of posted signs required for the site shall 
be determined by the Approving Authority. 

5. Any approved Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan must be submitted as part of the 
application and plan set submittal for the Regulated Activity such as applications and plans 
for a grading permit. building permit, landscape permit, etc. 

ih§.:.An Arborist or their authorized representative shall be present on-site during all permit 
activities in order to monitor compliance with the permit, the permit conditions, and this 
Chapter to the satisfaction of the Approving Authority. 

4.L_A Certificate of Compliance shall be submitted by an Arborist to the Approving Authority as 
follows: 

a. Once all permit activities are complete - to confirm compliance with the Tree 
Protection and Mitigation Plan. 

b. Once the monitoring Monitoring ~Period specified in the Tree Protection and 
Mitigation Plan has closed - to confirm that the Protected Trees are in good health 
and remain viable. 

C. Tree Removal~ 8.._Tree Removal Permit for removal of a Protected Tree shall be subject to the 
following standard conditions, in addition to any other condition imposed by the Approving 
Authority: 

1. A Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan 6J:ta.l.l--.may be required by the Approving Authorityee 
prepared in accordance with Section 12.16.150. 

2. An Arborist shall be present on site during constructional permit activities fA order to monitor 
compliance with the permit, the permit conditions, and this Chapter. 

J.,.L_A Certificate of Compliance shaU-may be submitted required by an Arborist to the Approving 
Authority as follows: 

FINAL DRAFT 

a. Once replacement planting is complete - to confirm that the replacement tree(s) 
have been planted in accordance with the submitted Tree Protection and Mitigation 
Plan and any other applicable conditions of approval. 
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!h__Once the monitoring ~Period specified in the Tree Protection and 
Mitigation Plan has closed - to confirm that the replacement trees are in good health 
and remain viable. 

D. All Tree Permits shall be subiect to the following: 

1. Tree Permit Kept on Site. A copy of the applicable Tree Permit and Tree Protect ion and 
Mitigation Plan shall be kept at the proiect site at all times shall always be kept at the project 
site and shall be made available for inspection upon request. 

2. Permittee Responsibilities. The permittee is responsible for compliance with all requirements 
of the Tree Permit. 

-b-3. Indemnification. Permittees of Tree Permits issued under this Chapter shall defend. protect, 
indemnify and hold harmless the City and its officials, agents and employees from any and all 
claims, demands, suits. causes of action, damages, costs, expenses, losses, or liability, in law 
or in equity, of every kind and nature whatsoever arising out of or in connection w ith the 
issuance of the Tree Permit or the permittee's work performed under the Tree Permit. 

12.16.1-§0..140 Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements 

A-The Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan, if required under this Chapter, shall be prepared by an Arborist 

or other licensed professional, as approved by the Approving Authority, and contain the following 

information: 

A.:__The location, species, Diameter at Breast Height, Tree Protection Zone, and health of each 
Protected Tree on the subject property, and Ad;jacent neighboring properties as confirmed b•r an 
Arborist shall be shown on a map.A site plan, which shall include the following information, and 
any ot her information determined t o be necessary by the Approving Authority. 

1. Physical characteristics (existing and proposed). 

a. Property lines; 

b. Streets, access easements and/or public or private driveways and other paved areas; 

c. Buildings or structures; 

d. Setbacks of all buildings and structures from property lines: 

e. Parking and other paved areas; 

f . land uses on parcel (existing and proposed as applicable); and 

g. Proposed grading and construct ion, Including utilities. if available. 

2. Tree locations, including: 

FINAL DRAFT 

a. All trees located on the property; 

b. Diameter at Standard Height of each tree; 

c. Species of each tree; 

d. Those Protected Trees which are to be preserved and which wi ll be subject to Regulated 
Activity; 

e. Protected Trees that may or wi ll be Impacted by the proposed Regulated Activities shall 
be clearly indicated: 

f. The location of any replacement trees proposed as mitigation: 
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g. The exact location of the base and Tree Protection Zone for each tree within the project 
boundary; 

h. The tree number(s) shall be shown on both the site plan and grading plan and onthe trees 
themselves {attached by hOnharmful methods); 

i. The base elevation of each Protected Tree shall be shown on the site plan as well as the 
grading plan; and 

j. A survev of the exact location(s) of such tree(s). both horizontally and vertically. shall be 
conducted by a professional engineer or a licensed land surveyor. 

B. An Arborist Report which includes the followi ng and any other information determined to be 
necessary by the Approving Authority: 

1. A statement of qualifications for the Arborist(s) or others that prepare the Tree Protection 
and Mitigation Plan. 

2. Protected Trees shall be rated accordihg to this American Society of Consulting Arborists 
(ASCA) Tree Rating System shown in Table 12.16-10. 

Rating 

Table 12.16-10 
ASCA Tree Rating System 

Rating No. Rating Descri~tion 

Excellent ~ No problem{s} 

Good 1 No apgarent (;!roblem{sl 

Fair J Minor problem{s} 

Poor I Major (;!roblem(s} 

Hazardous or Non-correctable 1 Extreme problem(s) 

Dead Q Dead 

1,_A description of Regulated Activities to be conducted. 

L_Proteeteel Trees that may or will be impaeted by the proposed Regulateel Acti¥1ties shall be 
clearly indicated. A procedure and course of action recom mended by an Arborist which 
addresses the impacts to individual Protected Trees from the proposed Regulated Activity and 
provides the details necessary for preservation and mitigation and which shall include the 
following: 

A. A plan for the proteetion and/or mitigation of Protected Trees shall be outlined as follows: 

FINAL URAFT 

a. For Regulated Activity to be conducted within a Tree Protection Zone, the Tree Protection 
and Mitigation Plan shall identify those methods that shall be used by the applicant to 
protect the tree(s) during the proposed Regulated Activities, consistent with the 
standards requirements of Section 12.16.±69150. The methods used shall include, but 
not necessarily be limited to, the following: 

i. Preservation devices such as ground soil or surface protection, protective fencing, 
root protection devices or other such methods. 

ii. The detailed recommendations for existing or proposed planting and/or irrigation 
within the Tree Protection Zone. 
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iii. Standards for performing work such as trenching, root cutting, or grading shall be 
consistent with the City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards to preserve the 
Protected Tree. 

b. For removal of a Protected Tree, the Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan shall include: 

i. The number of replacement trees required to mitigate for removal of the 
Protected Tree(s) consistent with Section 12.16.-leQlS~(A). 

ii. The number of replacement trees that may be accommodated on the same 
property as the Protected Tree(s) proposed for removal. The number of 
replacement trees that may be accommodated on the property shall be 
determined by an Arborist based on the long-term viability of the replacement 
tree(s). Long-term viability shall be determined based on the following factors: 

1. Whether the proposed location of the replacement tree can 
accommodate full growth. 

2. Quality of the environment in which the tree is to be located. 

3. Potential impact to the replacement tree from any proposed 
development or construction activities. 

a. A site pkm shm•,•ing the location of the Protected Trees to be remo•,·ed and a 
~g plan identil)•ing the proposed location ef an1• replacement trees . 

iii. The schedule for planting of the replacement trees subject to approval of the 
City /\rboristApproving Authority. 

~ The strategy chosen by the applicant to satisfy the required mitigation shall be 
consistent with the provisions of Section 12.16.-leQlS0(B). 

~~v~. - ~lf~i~n-~li~e~u~f~ee~ p=ay~m~e~nt~i~s~th_e~ o~n~ly_f~e=as~ib~l~e~o~p~ti~o_n~a_v~a~ila~b~le~ to~sa~t~is_fy~t~h~e 
mitigation requirements set forth in Section 12.16.150(8) then the information 
listed above in Section 12.16.140(8)(4) is not required . 

c. A monitoring program for the replacement trees, including a specified time period, the 
party responsible for monitoring, and the method and frequency by which monitoring 
reports will be submitted to the City. 

d. Other items as determined by the GitirApproving Authority to satisfy the requirements of 
this Chapter. 

12.16.1-e0-150 Mitigation Requirements 

Removal of any Protected Tree shall be mitigated in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

A. Replacement Trees Required. Replacement trees shall be required as follows: 

1. Protected Trees. Protected Trees rated 3, 4 or 5 ih the ASCA Tree Rating System in Section 
12.16.140(8) shall be replaced at a ratio of one-inch equivalent at DBH for every one-inch of 
QBHDSH removed as set forthshown in the table Table 12.16-11. Smaller trees such as 
saplings or trees in containers less than 15-gallons may be used, but two replacement trees 
of that size would be required for every inch of Protected Tree removed. belew in Section 
12.16.lG0(A)(l)(a). Protected Trees rated 2 sha ll be replaced at a ratio of0.5-inch equiva lent 
for every one-inch removed. Protected Trees rated 0 or 1 require no replacement or any 
other mitigation unless a Parking Lot Shading Tree or Street Tree replacement is required 
under the Zoning Code. Before removal of a Landmark Tree, the landmark designation shall 
be declassified pursuant to Section 12.16.-l89170(D). 
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a. Equivalency Table. The following equivalent sizes shall be used whenever new trees 
are planted pursuant to a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan (refer to Table 12.16-

ill-
Table 12.16-11 

Tree Replacement Equivalency Table 

Replacement Tree Size 

A sapling tree; or 

Tree in container less than 15 gallons 

15-gallon container tree 

24-inch box tree 

36-inch box tree 

b. Reduced Mitigation Rate Within the 
Buildable Footprint Area of Residential 
Lots. Within the designated buildable 
footprint area of a parcel zoned to 
allow for residential development, the 
mitigation requirements shall be 
reduced by SO percent if any part of the 
tree base is located within the Buildable 
Area as shown in Figure 12.16-12. 

~ Removal of Street Trees on Residential 
Property with Existing SinfJle Femi!',· or 
µ,•,•o N:JmiJ;rResidential Dwellings. 
Street trees on residential property 
one-half acre or less shall be replaced at 
a ratio of one replacement tree for 
every tree removed if the property has 
an existing single faFAily or two fumilv 
residential structure on-site. For 
residential properties greater than one­
half acre , two replacement trees for 
every Street Tree removed shall be 
required at the discretion of the 

l>8HDSH 

Equivalency 

0.5-inch 98-HDSH 

0.5-inch 98-HDSH 

1-inch 98-HDSH 

2-inch 98-HDSH 

3-inch 98-HDSH 

Fi~ure 12.16-12 
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Parcel Boundary 

Approving Authority. Regardless of property size, removal of Street Trees that are 
Native Oak Trees or Heritage Trees requires the mitigation set forth in Section 
12.16.lS0(B). 

&;-d . Reduction or Waiver of Tree Replacement Requirements. The Director may consider 
requests to reduce or waive the tree replacement requirements in this section 
provided that the applicant has met findings 1. or 2, or 3 as set forth in 12.16.080(8) 
ahd the Protected Tree(s) is removed pursuant to a Tree Removal Permit issued 
pursuant to this Chapter. 
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i. Cr-eGJitfor &istiR§ Trees. 

ii. e>cisting tree(s) on the same 
property may satisfy up to SO 
percent of the replacement 
tree requirement if the existing 
tree is either the same species 
as the tree proposed for 
removal or a species identified 
on the appro•.,ed Master Tree 
List; and the long term viability 
of the eJ<isting tree as 

determined bv an Arborist, 
based on the fol lowing: 

d. Location of the eMi:Sting tree !n relation 
to the tree proposed for removal. 

e. Quality of the en¥ironment in which the 
e>cisting tree is located. 

f. Potential impact to the el<isting tree 

from any proposed development. 

g. The credit shall be applied at a rate of 
one half Inch for each inch of DBH of 
eJ<isting tree. 

Figure 12.16-13 
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B. Mitigation Strategies. 

L.._On-Site Replacement Planting. Replacement trees shall be planted on the same property as 

the tree-Protected Tree proposed for removal, subject to review by the Approving Authority. 

Where the subject property is not able to accommodate the required number of replacement 

trees on-site, the payment of in-lieu fees shall be required in accordance with Section 

12.16.±W150(B)(2). 

l=r.a. Replacement Tree Species. Trees planted as replacement trees shall be the same 
species as those removed or a species that is acceptable to the Approving Authority, 
with consideration given to species diversity. 

-hLPayment of In-Lieu Fee. Payment of in-lieu fees may be allowed where the subject property 
is not able to accommodate the required number of replacement trees on-site e>Ecept as 
pro1,<ided beloVl in Section 12.1€i.160(B){2)(a). The in-lieu fee shall be calculated as a dollar 
amount for each DSH inch of DBH of Protected Tree removed, as adopted by City Council 

resolution.,__, 

b"J..,_Combination of Planting and Fee Payment. A combination of on-site replacement planting 

and payment of in-lieu fees may be used where the number of replacement trees cannot be 

accommodated on-site. The in-lieu payment shall be reduced based on the number of DSH 

inches at DBH of the replacement trees planted on-site. 
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4. Tree Preservation Credit. Protected Trees, Figure 12.16-13 
including Native Oaks measuring one inch DSH 

or greater, may be preserved in order to receive 

a Tree Preservation Credit. Credit of one-half 

inch DSH shall be granted for every inch DSH 

preserved. However, required mitigation 

cannot be entirely satisfied using Tree 

Preservation Credit alone. Even when credit is 

granted, in no case can mitigation for Protected 

Tree removal be less than either: 

a. The replanting, maintenance and 
monitoring for 3 years of one 15-gallon 
tree from a species of similar size at 
maturity that is listed on the Folsom 
Master Tree List; or 

b. The in-lieu fee equivalent to the 
replacement of the Protected Tree at 
one-inch DSH. 

Any tree that is to be considered for Tree 
Preservation Credit shall be evaluated, included 
in the Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan, and 

I 
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Side Ynrd 
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shall have been found to be rated a 3. 4, or a S by an Arborist based on the ASCA Tree Rating 
System identified in Section 12.16.140. Credits shall only be accepted if any part of the base 
of the tree to be preserved is located within the Buildable Area of the parcel as shown in 
Figure 12.16-13, the Tree Protection Zone is protected on the construction site, the spacing is 
equal to or greater than the proper spacing dictated by the Folsom Master Tree List, and the 
tree is determined by the City Arborist to be viable long-term . 

?,-,~Other Strategies. Other strategies as may be determined appropriate by the Approving 

Authority and that meet the intent of mitigation for removal of the Protected Tree(s). 

For purposes of determining mitigation requirements for multitrunked trees, the 

eictrapolated DBM shall be used. 

12.16.1-70160 Tree Planting and Replacement Fund 

Mitigation fees and penalty assessments under this Chapter shall be deposited into the Tree 
Planting and Replacement Fund. The a:ee--Tree planting Planting and replacement Replacement 
fuRa-Fund may be used for tree planting and revegetation projects such as parkways, parks, 
planting of trees-along public trails,_and beautification projects, to purchase property for tree 
mitigation sites, revegetation projects or beautification projects, for the retention of a City 
Arborist, or for the development, staffing or implementation of an Urban Forestry program, if 
established. Funds shall not be made available for mitigation or planting on private property, with 
the following exceptions: 1) private property that is maintained by the City under the terms of a 
maintenance agreement; or 2) maintenance of Landmark Tree!: and maintenance of trees on 
property subject to a consen,,ation easement at the recommendation of the City Arborist. This 
fund shall be administered by the Community Development Department. 
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12.16.¼80170 Landmark Designation 

A. Establishment of Landmark Designation. 

Application for Landmark Designation. Any interested party may submit an application to the 
Community Development Department, requesting that the City Council establish by resolution a 
tree or group of trees as a Landmark Tree(s). Applications shall be made on a form supplied by 
the City and be subject to an application fee pursuant to the adopted fee schedule. The City 
Council may also, on its own motion and without the payment of a fee, commence the process 
of designating a Landmark Tree. If the owner of the proposed Landmark Tree(s) is not the 
applicant, the Community Development Department shall notify, by first-class mail, the owner 
of the proposed Landmark Tree(s) thirty days before the hearing on the application, and the 
owner must provide written confirmation to the City that they support the application. Once an 
application has been submitted, and before City Council action, the proposed Landmark Tree 
shall have the same status as a Protected Tree under this Chapter. 

Designation of Landmark Trees. In order to designate a tree as a Landmark Tree, the City Council 
shall find that the tree is in good health and is a significant community benefit because it 
possesses one or more of the following attributes: 

L_Historical value. 

2. Outstanding habitat value. 

3. Unusual species. 

±A.Superior beauty. 

a. Excellent hea lth rating. 

b. Outstanding habitat •;<alue. 

c. Un1:1sual species. 

d. Superior beaut)'. 

Property Owner Notification. If the City Council designates a tree as a Landmark Tree, the City 
Clerk shall mail a copy of the resolution to the owner of the tree and direct the City Arborist to 
add the tree to the list of Landmark Trees. 

B. Maintenance of Landmark Trees. Upon the request of the property owner, the City Arborist may 
cause a Landmark Tree to be inspected by an Arborist. A report on the health of the tree(s) and 
recommended maintenance shall be prepared if determined to be necessary by the City Arborist. 
Copies of the report shall be rec• rded and provided to the owner of the Landmark Tree(s). 

C. Documenting Landmark Trees. The Community Development Department shall map the location of 
Landmark Trees. 

D. Declassification of Landmark Designation. 

1. Application to Remove Landmark Designation. The owner of a Landmark Tree may submit an 
application to the Community Development Department, requesting that the City Council 
declassify a tree or group of trees previously designated as a Landmark Tree(s). Applications 
shall be made on a form supplied by the City and shall be subject to an application fee pursuant 
to the adopted fee schedule. The City Council may also, on its own motion and without the 
payment of such a fee, commence the process of declassifying a Landmark Tree(s). Unless the 
owner of the Landmark Tree is the applicant, the Community Development Department shall 
notify the owner by first-class mail thirty days before the City Council meeting scheduled for the 
proposed action. 
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2. Declassification of Landmark Trees. In order to remove the landmark designation of a tree(s), 
the City Council shall find that the tree(s) is no longer a significant community benefit because it 
meets one or more of the following factors: 

a. The tree(s) has significantly deteriorated in health or appearance. 

b. The tree(s) no longer has habitat value. 

c. The tree(s) prevents reasonable use of the property. 

3. Property Owner Notification. If the City Council declassifies a tree or group of trees previously 
designated as a Landmark Tree(s), the City Clerk shall mail a copy of the resolution to the owner 
of the tree(s) and direct the City Arborist to remove the tree(s) from the list of Landmark Trees. 

12.16.190180 Maintenance 

A. Every property owner shall maintain: 

1. Any Protected Tree located within the limits of their property in accordance with the 
requirements standards of this Chapter. 

2. Any Street Tree shall be pruned by the property owner in accordance with the requirements 
standards of this Chapter and shall maintain a minimum seven-foot vertical clearance over 
all public sidewalks, a minimum eight-foot vertical clearance over all public bicycle lanes, 
and a minimum 14.5-foot vertical clearance over all public streets. 

!i:_Nothing in this Ordinance Chapter shall interfere with the requ irements application or 
enforcement of the requirements e.f-J.!l.Chapters 8.36 (Folsom Fire Code) and 8.37 (Abatement 
of Weeds, Refuse, and Abandoned Material) of the Folsom Municipal Code. In the event of a 
conflict with this Chapter, the requirements of Chapters 8.36 and 8.37 shall control :~ hMowever. 
a Tree Removal Permit shall be required for the removal of Protected Trees. Permitted removal 
of Protected Trees shall be exempt from mitigation if the removal is either: 

1. Part of a City-approved Fuel Modification Plan as set forth in Chapter 8.36; or 

2. The result of a Notice to Remove Weeds, Noxious Vegetation, Re-fuse and Other 
Obstructions issued by the Fire Chief in accordance with Chapter 8.37. 

1. In the event of a conflict with this Chapter, the requirements of Chapters 8.36 and 8.37 
shall control. 

12.16.~190 Street Tree Planting 

.&_Street Tree Planting. Each applicant for a building permit for new construction of residential or 
commercial structure~ on parcels without existing Street Trees, or for a parcel map, subdivision 
map or planned development permit which seeks, in whole or in part, the improvement of real 
property, shall be responsible for the planting of Street Trees, unless waived by the City 
Aarborist due to physical site constraints of the parcel. The species of trees to be planted shall 
be in accordance with the Master Tree List. As part of the application process, the City Arborist 
shall review and approve the species and size of the tree to be planted, the location of the 
planting and the stage of the development at which the tree is to be planted. There shall k at 
least one Street Tree for each single-family and two-family lot, except for corner lots, for which 
two trees shall be planted. For Street Trees for multi -fami ly, mixed-use, commercia l and 
industrial parcels, +!here shall be at least~ 

FINAL DRAFT 

L_ -eQne large-size tree species from the City's Master Tree List planted on center~ 
+ree for every #fty-fQ.!!YJ eet of street frontage planted on center; or for commercial 
and industrial parcels. In multifamily developments, the number of trees shall be 
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determined by the City Arborist, but not FRore than one tree for each dwelling unit FRay 
be reeit:Jired. 

b. One medium-size tree species from the City's Master Tree List planted on center for 
every 30 feet of street frontage; or 

c. One small-size tree species from the City's Master Tree List planted on center for every 
20 feet of street frontage; or 

a-:-d. If the City Arborist confirms that the planting of Street Trees is not feasible then 
payment of an in-lieu fee by the applicant will be required based on the number of 
Street Trees that would have been required given the linear feet of street frontage of 
the project. 

B. Responsibility. The cost of the tree stock, the planting thereof and the maintenance of the tree 
pending occupancy of the property shall be the responsibility of the applicant. Unless the 
applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Community Development Department that 
adequate provision has been made for the planting and initial maintenance of the Street Trees, 
the applicant shall be required to furnish security which, at the option of and subject to the 
approval of the Director, shall be in the form of those alternatives authorized under 
Government Code Section 66499 et seq. Adequate provision may take the form of covenants, 
conditions and restrictions (CC&Rs) that require the planting and maintenance of Street Trees 
and that, in the opinion of the City Attorney, are enforceable by property owners or an 
association of owners created by such CC&Rs. 

12.16.~200 Parking Lot Shading Tree Planting 

A. Planting in Parking Lot. Each applicant for a building permit for new construction of a 
commercial structure(s) with surface parking on a parcel without Parking Lot Shading Trees, or 
for a parcel map, subdivision map or planned development permit which seeks, in whole or in 
part, the improvement of real property, shall be responsible for the planting of Parking Lot 
Shading Trees in accordance with the requirements of Section 17.57.070 of the FolsoFR 
Munic.ipalthe Zoning Code. The species of trees to be planted shall be in accordance with the 
Master Tree List. As part of the application process, the City Arborist shall review and approve 
the species and size of the trees to be planted, the location within the parking lot where the 
trees are to be planted, the mohitorihg and maintenance period, and the total number of trees 
necessary to meet the requirements of Chapter 17.57.070the Zoning Code. 

B. Responsibility. The cost of the tree stock, the planting thereof and the maintenance of ~the 
tree pending occupancy of the property shall be the responsibility of the applicant. Unless the 
applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Community Development Department that 
adequate provision has been made for the planting and initial maintenance of the Parking Lot 
Trees, the applicant shall be required to furnish security which, at the option of and subject to 
the approval of the Director, shall be in the form of those alternatives authorized under 
Government Code Section 66499 et seq. Adequate provision may take the form of covenants, 
conditions and restrictions (CC&Rs) that require the planting and maintenance of Parking Lot 
Shading Trees and that, in the opinion of the City Attorney, are enforceable by property owners 
or an association of owners created by such CC&Rs. 
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12.16.~210 Solar Shade Control Act Exemption 

The City is exempt from the provisions of the Solar Shade Control Act, Chapter 12 (commencing with 

Section 25980) of Division 15 of the California Public Resources Code. 

12.16.a.i0220 Violations, Enforcement, and Penalties 

A. Violations 

1. A violation of this Chapter shall be an administrative violation as defined in Section 1.08.020. 
In addition to enforcement by any procedure set forth in Chapters 1.08 through 1.10, any 
violation of this Chapter shall be punishable as a misdemeanor, which shall be punishable by 
a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the County jail for not more 
than six months, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

2. Each of the sanctions for administrative violations identified in Section 1.09.013 shall be 
available to redress violation of the provisions of this Chapter. 

3. In addition to the criminal penalty set forth in subsection A of this section, based upon the 
criteria for the imposition of administrative sanctions set forth in Section 1.09.014, a violation 
of a provision of this Chapter shall be deemed a Level E violation, as that term is described in 
Section 1.09.012. 

4. Notwithstanding the minimum maximum fee level identified in Section l .09.012(A), the 
monetary sanction for the removal of a Protected Tree or damage resulting in a critical impact 
to a Protected Tree, as determined by the City Arborist, shall be in an amount at least two 
times what would have been charged as an in-lieu fee under Section 12.16.l.S.e0(B)(2) of this 
Chapter. 

B. Enforcement 

1. This Chapter shall be enforced pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 1.08 through 1.10 of 
the Folsom Municipal Code. 

C. Enforcement Procedures-Notice to Correct 

1. Prior to the assessment of any monetary sanction or the commencement of any other 
enforcement action pursuant to this Chapter, the Director shall follow the procedures set 
forth in Sections l.09.020 through 1.09.04 g 050Chapter 1.09 of the Folsom Municipal Code. 
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Attachment 4 

Public Comments 



Aimee Nunez 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Ron Phillips <ron.phillips@folsomfsc.org> 
Thursday, August 29, 2019 2:06 PM 

Pam Johns 
Aimee Nunez; Kurt Keller; Deborah Grassl; Felipe Rodriguez; Ken Cusano; 
Rgnevarez@aol.com 

Subject: City Tree Preservation Ordinance Update 

Good Afternoon Mrs. Johns: 

On behalf of the members of the Folsom Fire Safe Council (FFSC) I wanted to 
formally invite the City's consultant and/or City staff working on the Tree 
Preservation Ordinance update to attend our next meeting on November 6th and 
present an update on the City's efforts in revamping the existing language found in 
the FMC. Our meeting begins at 1:00 pm at the Folsom Community Center. We would 
certainly make the time to discuss this topic further if either the consultant and/or 
staff is available. Please let me know if this is possible. 

In addition, I would like to recommend to the City that it consider the following 
proposed changes to the Tree Preservation ordinance language going forward in an 
effort to minimize potential conflicting regulations with various State and local 
efforts to reduce the wildfire risk in local communities such as Folsom. These 
potential changes include: 

1. Modify the exemption prov,s,ons found in FMC § 12.16.030 to include 
allowing for the removal of Non-Heritage trees when such work is necessary to 
complete Hazardous Fuel Reductionill (HFR) work that has been identified as 
part of a City approved Vegetation Management Plan for a wildland urban­
interface (WUI) area. 

2. Modify the exemption provisions found in FMC §12.16.030 to permit the 
maintenance of trees regulated by this chapter when it is part of Defensible 
Space[g_] efforts to protect a home within 100' of a designated WUI 
area. Examples of maintenance efforts that should be permitted include, but 
are not limited to, the following. 

1 



a. Removal of lower tree limbs up to 8' from the ground to prevent fire 
spread through tree canopies. 

b. Removal of tree limbs within 10' of wood burning chimneys and other 
heating appliances. 

c. Removal of dead and /or diseased tree limbs within 10' of the roof of 
the home. 

d. Mowing of grass to a maximum height of 4" within the drip zone of the 
tree canopy during periods of the year declared by the Fire Chief as "Fire 
Season". 

3. Incorporate language into the updated ordinance to allow for the removal 
and/or maintenance of trees regulated by this chapter that are found within 
both public and privately owned Open SpaceQJ lands when their removal is 
necessary as part of an approved Vegetation Management Plan that constructs 
and/or maintains a shaded fuel break[i] in the City. 

ill Refers to the reduction of surface and ladder vegetation that form wildfire 
fuels. It may be accomplished using fire, biological methods and/or mechanical 
treatments to remove or modify fuels in wildland areas. 

ill Is the design and maintenance of natural and/or landscaped areas around a 
structure to reduce the danger from an approaching wildfire. Defensible space is 
intended to reduce the threat of wildfire spread from the wild land threat area to 
adjacent structures. See California Public Resource Code§ 4291 for additional details. 

2 



W Isolated undeveloped lands within an urban area that can produce a wildland urban 
interface fire threat to the local neighborhoods. They can include habitat 
conservation lands, natural vegetation parklands, stormwater drainages, land that is 
not developable that is covered with natural vegetation and powerline corridors. 

ill Is a strategy used whereby a strip of land containing fuel (for example, living trees 
and brush, and dead branches, needles, or downed logs) has been modified or reduced 
to limit the fire's ability to spread rapidly. Constructing a shaded fuel break is the 
process of selectively thinning and removing more flammable understory vegetation 
while leaving the majority of larger, more fire tolerant tree species in place. 

As always we look forward to working with City staff and yourself in the 
future. Please dont hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions 
regarding this matter. 

Thanks, 

Ron 

Ronald A. Phillips, Chairperson 
Folsom Fire Safe Council 
916-293-2331 
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October 16, 2019 

Aimee Nunez 
City Arborist 
City of Folsom 
Community Development Dept. 
50 Natoma Street, 2nd Floor 
Folsom, CA 95630 

anunez@folsom.ca.us 

Pam Johns 
Community Development Director 
City of Folsom 
pjohns@folsom.ca.us 

Elaine Anderson 
City Manager 
City of Folsom 
ea n de rson@folso m .ca. us 

Folsom City Councilpersons: 
Mayor Kerri Howell, Vice Mayor Sarah Aquino, Council Members Ernie Sheldon, Roger Gaylord, 
and Mike Kozlowski 

RE: Update to the City of Folsom Tree Ordinance - October 22, 2019, New Business 9b. 

I want to thank our City Arborist Aimee Nunez and Community Development Director Pam 
Johns for their work in updating our Tree Ordinance, which I believe will enhance the City's 
ability to maintain and further establish a world class tree canopy. The changes will enhance 
not only the beauty of our City but contribute to reductions in heat islands and greenhouse gas 
emissions, the latter of which will help the City to achieve the CAP that has been incorporated 
into the 2035 Master Plan update. 

I'm particularly happy to see the changes that support the retention of existing trees by 
expanding the definition of "heritage trees", the addition of reasonable alternative measures to 
deter removal and increase retention of mature trees (rather than paying in lieu fees), credits 
given to developers for retaining existing trees, and the ability of planners to adjust lot 
coverage and setbacks to enhance the ability of a builder to retain existing trees. 

' 

I am also pleased to see the addition of the requirement to have Parking lot tree pruning and 
removal evaluated by our arborist and permitted; shade-less masses of asphalt are abundant 
where trees have been over-pruned and died as a result of this in addition to the poor 
condition exacerbated by tree wells which are too small and not well irrigated. 



I am wondering if some additional changes might be incorporated or, if not appropriate for this 
document, be added to goals or guidelines or other administrative processes. 

1) As the appeal process could ultimately be taken to a Commission, I am concerned 
that political pressure can override a sound decision by knowledgeable staff. Educating 
Commissioners on the tree ordinance may help diminish this possibility. 

2) Can new homeowners be given an introductory greeting packet that includes care, 
maintenance, rules, and regulations regarding trees that are planted on the property they are 
purchasing? Perhaps this is something that can be dispensed when the homeowner applies for 
water and garbage service. 

3) Can the approved arborists on the City Website of known licensed arborists each 
receive notice that they need to ensure that the homeowner has obtained the proper permits 
before performing the work? 

I am very concerned about the "reduced mitigation rate within the buildable footprint of 
residential lots to 50%" . I recognize that with the higher densities and smaller lots that 
adequate shade coverage for the yards, streets and sidewalks is difficult. However, local parks 
and the landscape easements should be utilized to the greatest extent possible to achieve 
greater than 50% coverage for the entire acreage in any given subdivision. At a minimum 
mitigation in the same region of town where trees were removed should be a prime goal. 

Finally, I would like to see some kind of incentive program established to encourage residents, 
who have removed their trees and replaced their lawns with rocks and tiny shrubs only, to plant 
trees in accordance with the requirement to have one shade tree within 12 feet of the sidewalk 
per lot. Partnering with the Sacramento Tree Foundation could be beneficial in accomplishing 
this with free trees and help. Perhaps a note in the City Newsletter could educate and enhance 
the utilization of this service and I know of at least a couple local service organizations that can 
be enlisted to help homeowners with planting if needed. 

Thank you again for your work on this and I'm looking forward to helping in any way I can to 
keep Folsom green. I'm sorry to have to miss the Council Meeting for this presentation as I will 
be out of town. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Leary 
128 Yankton Street 
Folsom, CA 
916 947-9270 



Tree Preservation 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Lawrence Moore <numberseven7@sbcglobal.net> 
Thursday, October 17, 2019 10:14 PM 
TreePreservation 
New tree ordinance 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I understand the need to write ordnance in legal terms however to me the 
ordnance is not straightforward. To rectify this, I suggest you put together a handbook outlining the provisions, with 
appropriate color picture and diagrams, fully linked with referenced material and imbedded definitions. The target 
audience are city residents and small business owners. 
The City of Corvallis made an attempt at this, but I bet you could do better. 
I have no direct comments on the ordnance itself. I do believe though that Folsom residents need a better tool to 
understand the value of protected trees and their responsibilities than what the ordnance itself provides. 
I should not also have to delve into several web sites to garner this information. Folsom residents are the primary 
protectors of Folsom's trees. Help them out with easy to read and comprehend information. 

Thank you 

Larry Moore 
143 Fantages Way 
Folsom 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Aimee Nunez 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hi Aimee, 

Kevin A. Hocker < KHocker@cityofsacramento.org > 
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 3:57 PM 
Aimee Nunez 
RE: Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance - Ad min draft #1 
Chapter 12.16_Folsom TPO_PUBLIC_REVIEW_DRAFT KH COMMENTS.pdf 

Sorry for taking so long to get back to you on this. I was home sick today so I had plenty of time to look at it. My mind is 
a little foggy from whatever it is that I have so please excuse any comments that aren't well articulated. 

Overall I think it's a good document. Most of my comments point out where Sacramento approached the same problem 
in a different way. I point those things out so you can have something to think about, not because I'm suggesting that 
you should change anything. There are a few instances where I think that you have some big loopholes that can be 
exploited and in those cases I think you should see what you can do to tighten up the language so you can get what you 
are really trying to achieve. 

I know that this is a work in progress so please keep me updated on any major developments. I'll try to get back to you a 
lot faster next time. 
Thanks, 

Kevin A. Hocker 
B.Sc., Environmental Horticulture and Urban Forestry (UCDavis) 
Board Certified Master Arborist WE-8039BM (ISA) 
City Urban Forester 
Department of Public Works, Urban Forestry 
(916)-808-4996 

From: Aimee Nunez <anunez@folsom.ca.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 4:55 PM 
To: Kevin A. Hocker <KHocker@cityofsacramento.org> 
Subject: Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance - Adm in draft #1 

Hello Kevin, 

Thank you again for the call today. I've attached the internal review draft to this email. If you're interested in our current 
ordinance language for comparison, you can find it here: 
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Folsom/#!/Folsom12/Folsom1216.html#12.16 

The mitigation section especially still needs some work. One of our biggest struggles is enticing tree preservation for 
development (custom homes in particular) . Our existing ordinance has some soul crushing loop holes that has resulted 
in lots of tree removals for virtually no mitigation and the new approach in the attached document attempts to close 
those gaps. As I mentioned, we're still massaging/editing, but this is a substantially complete draft and your feedback 
would be most welcome. I look forward to hearing your thoughts. Thank you again! 

Best, 

1 
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Notes 

--- 1012312019 13:37:16 -__ - - - Take a look at this to make sure that the 
_ - - things you list in here are things that you 

___ - - - intend to manage your forest for. Carbon 
12.16.010 Purpose and Intent _ __ - - sequestration and wildlife habitat require 

- different management strategies. You don't 
A. Purpos"es3r~bo~h ·comrn;;;;ity and envi ronme ntal assets, unique in their ability to provide want to force yourself into a management 

a multi 1 of benefits that appreciate over time. In addition to many others, these benefits strategy that you didn't intend. Just 
include I c •givlng oxygen, fll tratfon of air pollutants, essential sha'de, energy savings, reduced something to think about. 
Heat Island effect, habitat for wildlife, and carbon sequestration. The purpose of this chapter is to 
advance these aesthetic, economic, environ menta i, and social contributions of our Urban Forest _, _, _, ..,. 21 KHoolter 10/23/2019 13:38: 11 

t hrough the creation and preservation of tree resou~ces. In order to promote the public he~h,- _, Aren't you also eSlablishing standa rd" for 
safety and general welfare, enhance the beauty of Folsom and to complement_g.r1d-st'fengthen tree maintenance, removal, and 

zoning, subdivision and land use standards and regulations, while at t_hl, ffme time recognizing _ re_p_la_c_e_m_e_n_t?_. -------- --- ~ 
individual rights to deve lop private prope!ie city cou!)CiHirias it necessary to establish 
standa rds, and measu res for t he preservatl O tress.-- _, 

B. Intent . The provlsionsDf this chapter are ena 2 d to: 

1. Establish and maintain the optimum amount of tree cover on public and private lands to 
enhance the natural scenic beauty, moderate climatic conditions, and sustain property values. 

2. Promote conservation of tree resources and long-term sustainability. 

3. Safeguard the health of the City's Urban Forest by ensuring proper tree management 
practices. 

4. Protect the visual and aesthetic character of the City. 

5. Implement the conservation goals of the General Plan. 

6. Establish procedures for the City to administer this tree ordinance . 

12.16.020 Definitions 

This section includes the definition of terms and phrases used in this Chapter that are technical or 

specialized, or that may not reflect common usage. If any of the definitions in this Chapter conflict with 

definitions in other provisions of the Municipal Code, the terms and phrases as defined in this Chapter 
shall control for the purposes of this Chapter. If a word is not defined in this Chapter, the Community 

Development Director shall determine the most appropriate definition for purposes of enforcing the Tree 

Ordinance. 

Adjacent. Having a common prope rty line, or immediately next to an alley, path, private street, easement, 
or public street. 

ANSI A300 Standards. The most current version of Tree Care Operations -Tree, Shrub and other Woody 
Plant Maintenance - Standard Practices of the American National Standards Institute, as amended from 

time to time. 

Appeal Authority. The Director or Commission authorized under this Chapter to consider appeals of Tree 

Removal Permits. 

Approving Authority. The City Arborist is the Approving Authority for the Tree Work Permit and Tree 

Removal Permit covered by this Chapter. 

Arborlst Report. A report prepared by an Arborist containing specific information on location, condition, 

potential impacts of development, recommended actions and mitigation measures relating to 1 or more 
trees on an individual lot or project site. 
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Comments summary on <Kevin Hocker_Chapter 12.16_Folsom TPO_PUBLIC_REVIEW_DRAFT KH COMMENTS.~f> 
4 Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:7:17 age 

Notes 

Arborlst. An individual certified as an Arborist by the lnternati9[lah50Ciety .;T Arboriculture (ISA) and holds 

a current and unexpired certification.~ __ - - -

City Arborist. An Arborist who is a CiC ) rnployee whose job duties include the review, evaluation and 

preparation of reports and permits under this Chapter. 

Director. The Director of the City's Community Development Department or his/her designee. 

Certificate of Compliance. A letter from an Arborist verifying that the conditions associated with a Tree / 

Permit have been satisfied. / 
/ 

Critical Root Zone (CRZ). The area of soil extending from the t ree trunk where roots requlred for 91rtJre 

tree health and survival are located. This Cri tlcal Root Zone area for all trees except Heritage TJeeS is a 

circle with a minimum radius of 1 foot for every 1 inch in trunk diameter at DBH. For Heritagelfrees, the 

Critical Root Zone area shall be a circle with a minimum radius of 1.5 feet for every 1 inch in yu'nk diameter 

at DBH, unless reduced by the City Arborist. / 

/ 
/ 

. ,:,cJ>\ B9.2!19~(! ft"( (}'..- r:~ 
.,. / ' ,.,. / ' 

I / \ 
I / 2,·=---< jJ,."'INr«Clamel9rot \ 
'~--"-'---'~"F''--------<W- --IDOHJ1 
f / , 
I / 
y I 

;,·,"""" ~-,c,Hr / // ' ,, ,,..,.' 

+- - - - - - CRZ - - - - / • ... - - - .,,,. 
/ 

/ 
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH)id!ameter of~ vce measwed at four and on~half foet above the 
ground while standing on the high 2 orthe·rree. For a tree othN than a Multi tn.,nked Tree that branches 

at or below four ~nd one-half feet, BH shall mean the diameter atthe narrowest point between the 

grade and the lowest branching point. The diameter shall be calculated by use of the following formula: 

diameter= circumference/3.142 

For Multitrunked Trees, the DBH shall be the diameter of each stem measured at four and one-half above 

the ground while standing on the high side of the tree added together in total. 

Dripline Radius (DLR). A perfect circle around the tree with the radius being equal to the longest branch 

of the tree , 
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1 IKHocker 10123/201913:40:38 
There are arborists that aren't certified by 
the ISA but I like that you have established a 
minimum qualification. I have experienced 

frustration from Sacramento's lax definition 
of the tenm in their ordinance. 

1012.312019 13:42:19 
You have the opportunity to call this DSH or 
Diameter at Standard Height if you want. 
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Notes 

// ~1= K~H~oc=k~e~r _____ 1~0~~= /2~0~1~9~1~3:~4~6:~18~ 
/ This is the most technically correct way to 

/ do this, but you should consider that you will 
/ / have to double check everyone's math. 

/ Sacramento's solution was to simplify the 
/ / math while closely approximating this 

/ fonmula. Your proposed solution is fine, I just 
/ / wanted you to think about it an make sure 

/ that it will work the way you intend it to. 

/ / 10/23/201913:47:48 

/ / Are heritage trees on private property or can 
\ s:, • ? / / they be located on public property too? 

, '-- ~ t / 

' ~- -I . ti: . ; / 
' .... ~~,?-- ..,..~ .... # ,,,. .,, / 

- - -- - ~~ ✓ b<:1/ ... .._ ,,,,,,,. ✓ 

/ / 

Extrapolated Diameter at Breast Height (DBHJ.iij5)Js1nethod cf caltula~gi'he DBH of a multitrunked 
tree that Is derived from adding the cross-sectio'lI]area of each ste!))- measured at 4.S feet above grade 

to determine a value for the DBH. In a Multitrunked Tree, thi~-t'alculated by taking the square root of 

the sum of each individual stem's DBH squared. The e_lltrapolated DBH value is used for determining 

mitigation and may be calculated using an alternat_i)le1nethod acceptable to the City Arborist. 
,...-

Heat Island. An urban or metropolitan ar~tliat has higher average temperatures than surrounding rural 

areas due to the greater absorptio.P; 'retention, and generation of heat by buildings, pavements, and 
human activities. ,...- ,...-

,...-
Heritage Treelqs5he-onthe City's Master Tree List over 30 inches in DBH or a multitrunked tree on the 

Master Tree ~ving a combined DBH of SO inches or more. 

International Society of Arborlculture (ISA). A nonprofit organization and network of practitioners, 

scientists, and students that is recognized as a source for arboricultural information and knowledge. 

Landmark Tree. A tree or group of trees determined by the City Council to confer a significant community 

benefit to the general public due to its size, age, location, historic association or ecological value. 

Major Pruning. The cutting of any individual branch or root with a diameter of two inches or greater or a 
circumference of more than six and one-quarter inches at any point on such branch or root. It shall also 

include the cutting of a cumulative amount of more than ten percent of a combination of the Root System 

and the Tree Crown within a 12-month period. 

Master Tree List. A list prepared by the City identifying the species of t rees that may be planted as 

replacement trees, as Parking Lot Shading Trees, or as Street Trees. 

Minor Pruning. The cutting of any individual branch or root of less than two inches in diameter at any 
point on such branch or root. The cumulative amount of cutting shal l not be more than ten percent of a 

combination of the Root System and the Tree Crown within a 12-month period . Pruning that substantially 

reduces the overall size or density of the tree or destroys the existing symmetry or natural shape of the 
tree is not considered Minor Pruning. 

Multitrunked Tree. A tree with multiple stems originating from a single root mass. 

Native Oak Tree. One of the following species of tree or hybrids of any of the trees listed below, with a 
minimum diameter as shown: 
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Notes 

Multltrunked 
Common Name Botanical Name Trunk(DBHI Combined (DBH)• / 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 11KHocker 10/23/2019 13:51 :01 
There is no mention of trees on city 

property. Are you saying that no permits are 
required for someone to cut down a tree at 
city hall or a library? 

Valley Oak Quercus lobata 6" 20" ,,. ' 21 KHocker / 
/ 10/23/2019 13:56:05 

Blue Oak Quercus dou11lasii 6" 20" / 
Interior live Oak Quercus wlslizenii 6' 20" V 
Coast Live Oak Quercus aiuifolia 6" 20· / 

*A Native Multitrunked Tree listed above with a single stem 6 inches or greater shall be consid;>e'a a / 

'-'-'Na"'t"iv"-e-"O"'ak~T~r"'ee~.----------------------,.C....---"'~/ 
/ / 

/ // 

/ 
/ 

/ 

Parking Lot Shading Tree. Any tree planted in a parking lot in order t o meet shade co~rage requirements 

and as identified in Section 17.57.070 of the Zoning Code. /: / ,,,-
,,,­

Protected Tree. Trees protected under this Chapter include Native T rees, Heritage Trees, Landmark 

/ ,,. 

Trees, Regulated Trees, and Street Trees, as defined he<ein[Q / 

Pruning. To cut off or cut back parts a tree to enhance hea~d structure. Pruning refers to both above / / 
surface and underground cutting. See also "Major;)'funing" and "Minor Pruning". / / 

/ / 

Reasonable Al ternative Measurefc5)-a~ detennined and authorized by the Approving Auth9J'ity or 
Appeal Authority that may be rea~li'ly implemented 10 minimize Impact to a Protemcd T e In order 
to al/old activities which could result in greater J111pact to the tree or removal of the trce.,E,camples may 

Include rr~e mariagemeni-practlces s1,1ch as root barriers; a minor deviation from th;,s{tbacks to allow a 

development to preserve existing trees on-site (may require a variance or othy1and use entitlements); 
or the planting of replacement trees on suitable off-site locations. / / 

Regulated Activity. Activities involving Major Pruning of a Protectell---r(ee, any activity undertaken within 

the Tree Protection Zone of a Protected Tree, removal of a P;otected Tree, cabling and/or bracing of a 
Protected Tree, or other activities that may Impact the long"t erm health and survl~bllity of a Protected 
Tree as may be determined by t he dty.Arborifi / / 

Regulated Tree. Trees required in accordance mlhe.standards of the Zoning Code, such as Parking Lot 
Shading Trees, or required as conditions of development project approval, such as landscape buffer or 

screening trees. 

Replacement Tree. A tree required to be planted as mitigation for removal of a Protected Tree in 
accordance with the requirements of this Chapter. 

Root System. This configuration of underground tentacles is one of its most important elements of a tree, 
providing several vital functions. Roots store nutrients for the tree during the winter and transport water / 

and minerals during the active part of the growing season. Roots also provide an anchor to the tree/ 

keeping it from toppling during extreme weather conditions. I 
I 

Routine Maintenance. Includes the following activities: Minor Pruning; dead wood removal; irrigatjon; 

mulch application; mowing or trimming grass or other ground cover close to a tree; applicati9n of 
fertilizer, insecticides, or herbicides in accordance with their label; or any other similar activitiE)S that 

promote the life, growth, or health of trees. Any procedure, technique, or practice that is eitpressly 

prohibited under the ANSI A300 standards or by this Chapter is not Routine Maintenance. / 

Street Tree. A tree of an approved species in accordance with the Folsom Master Tree Lis~ ed within 

12.5' of a street or sidewalk, measured from the back of the curb or back of the sidewancmtreet Trees 
can be either privately or publicly owned. 

Subject Property. The property, or properties, for which a permit request has been filed. 
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I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

This section seems to focus on measures 
that would be appropriate for new 
construction scenarios. You might want to 
state some reasonable measures for 
scenarios that involve existing structures and 
conflicts with driveways or sidewalks, You 

may also find it helpful to state what 
measures would not be considered 
reasonable. In Sacramento people propos ... 

31KHocl<er 10t23/2019 14:19:06 
I think you will have dificulty enforceing 

code violations involving any actions not 
enumerated in this section. People can't be 
expected to read the mind of the city arborist 
and know what you consider to have an 

impact on the long tenm health of a protected 
tree. You could fix it by rewording it to say 

something like "Any activity other than 
routill!;I maintenance undertaken within the ... 

I 41 KHoci10r 10/2312019 14:21:23 
, Ok I see. If someone plants an improper 

species of tree in the street area, then it 
doesn't meet the definition of a Street tree 
and therefore isn't protected. 



Comments summary on <Kevin Hocker_Chapter 12.16_Folsom TPO_PUBLIC_REVIEW_DRAFT ~ COM.MENTtS.odf>d (
2

) 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:7:17 tJage O COn tnUe 

ID Subiect Author Date/Time Comment 
2 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 13:56:05 This section seems to focus on measures that would be appropriate for new construction scenarios. You might 

want to state some reasonable measures for scenarios that involve existing structures and conflicts with driveways 
or sidewalks. You may also find it helpful to state what measures would not be considered reasonable. In 
Sacramento people proposed unreasonable solutions frequenUy enough that the city found it necessary to state in 
their ordinance that certain measures would not be considered reasonable. I can also state from experience that it 
helps tremendously to have certain measures defined in the code as reasonable so doesn't need to be a debate 
about it each time the question arises. 

3 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 14:19:06 I think you will have dificulty enforceing code violations involving any actions not enumerated in this section. 
People can't be expected to read the mind of the city arborist and know what you consider to have an impact on 
the long term health of a protected tree. You could fix it by rewording it to say something like "Any activity other 
than routing maintenance undertaken within the TPZ of a Protected Tree such as but not limited to A, B, and C. 

Also is planting a tree regulated? Can I just go out into the street or a park and plant a birch tree then watch you 
struggle to keep it alive. 
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Notes 

.,,, .,,, Terminal Leader. This is the vertical stem(s) at the top of the trunk of a tree. .,,, 
Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. Standards required by the City for the care and ma_lpt:enance of 

Protected Trees based on the ANSI 300 Standards and any other relevant standards as ~rermined by the 

City Arborist, as amended by the City from time to time. .,,, .,,, 

Tree Crown. This is the top part of t he tree, which features branches that grciw out from the main trunk 

and support the various leaves used f or photo5ynthesis. .,,, .,,, .,,, 
Tree Permit. A permit issued by the City of Folsom coveringj111yRegulated Activity affecting a Protected 

Tree, which may be a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Remgya-{Permit or both . .,,, 
Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan. A plan ~itted for review and approval before the start of any 

Regulated Activity. ~ / .,,, .,,, 

Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) clrtumference ol the outermost edge of a tree's Critical Root Zone or 

Dripline Radius, whichever i ter, l)IUs one foot. When depicted on a map, the Tree Protection Zone 

will appear as a perfect circle, or group of overlapping circles for multiple trees. 

I :wtNntdamefwat 1 ·· ~l!C-'""''..::•-=---••---,, ,. 
I I 
I 

I 
/ 

Topping. A type of pruning that is not Routine Maintenance and involves the removal of tops of trees, or 

large branches or trunks from tops of trees, leaving large stubs or lateral branches that are too small to 

assume the role of a Terminal Leader. 

BEFORE' AFTER AFTER 

Urban Forest. A forest, or collection of trees, or the total of all trees on public and private properties that 

grow in the City boundaries. 
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.,,, 
/ 

/ 

.,,, .,,, 
1 IKHoc~er 10/2312019 14:06!08 

This will work, but I think that it would be 
simpler to combine the definition of the CRZ 
and the TPZ. The CRZ results in a more 
uniform tree protection than TPZ which is 
highly variable. In any case give some 
thought to how you want to go about 
checking this for enforcement purposes. And 
think about how you will go about granting 
exceptions to this rule when protecting the ..• 



Comments summary on <Kevin Hocker_Chapter 12.16_Folsom TPO_PUBLIC_REVIEW_ DRAFT KJ:l COMMENTtS.pdf>d (
2

) 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:7:17 t--'age· f COn fTTUe 

ID Sublect Author Date/Time Comment 

1 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 14:06:08 This will work, but I think that it would be simpler to combine the definition of the CRZ and the TPZ. The CRZ 
results in a more uniform tree protection than TPZ which is highly variable. In any case give some thought to how 
you want to go about checking this for enforcement purposes. And think about how you will go about granting 
exceptions to this rule when protecting the standard TPZ isn't possible or feasible. 



Comments summary on <Kevin Hocker_Chapter 12.16_Folsom TPO_PUBLIC_ REVIEW_DRAFT KH COMMENTS.cdf> B 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:7:16 'Page 

Notes 

Zoning Code. Title 17 of the Folsom Municipal Code. _., _., 
✓ 

12.16.030 Applicability ,,,,,, 
✓ 

✓ 

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all Regulated Activities affecting PJ'lt:e'cted Trees, excluding 
those activities undertaken by the City. Trees that are not Protected_;rre'es are not subject to the 
provisions of this Chapter. When a tree qualifies as more than o~ -(ype of Protected Tree, the more 
stringent requirements apply. _., _., 

✓ 

12.16.040 Prohibited Activitiefl ,-, _., 

The following activities shall be prohibited wit& pect to Protected Trees: 

A. Topping. 

B. Attaching anything using nails, screws, and/or spikes. 

C. Wounding or breaking tree trunks or branches through contact with vehicles and heavy 
equipment. 

D. Wounding trunks with string weed trimmers, lawn mowers, and similar equipment. 

E. Causing injury by fire or excessive heat. 

F. Pruning activities not conducted in accordance with City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 

G. The use of tree spikes or spurs while pruning. 

H. Any of the following activities within the Tree Protection Zone of any Protected Tree, unless 
specifically approved by the City and conducted in accordance with the standards of Section 
12.16.140 (Standard Conditions of Approval) : 

1. Storage of large quantities of soil and/or mulch. 

2. Excavation and trenching. 

3. Changing soil grade by cutting or filling. 

4. Grading, tearing, and/or grubbing. 

5. Compacting soil with equipment, vehicles, material storage, and/or foot traffic. 

6. Washing out equipment (especially paint, stucco and concrete) and vehicle maintenance. 

7. Installing impervious surfaces, including but not limited to parking lots, driveways, and 
walkways. 

8. Storing or placing construction materials or construction debris and waste. 

9. Accumulation of water from construction-related activities. 

I. Cutting down, destroying, effectively destroying through damaging, removing, or moving any 
Protected Tree without a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit at any time unless 
specifically exempted by this Chapter. 

12.16.050 Permit Required 

A. Tree Work Permit Required. A Tree Work Permit is required for any Regulated Activities 
undertaken with respect to a Protected Tree, except where specifically exempted by subsection 
"C" below: 
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✓ 
✓ 

✓ 

✓ 
✓ 

1 l KHocker 10/23/2019 14:08:57 
Are these activities always prohibited or can 
they be allowed if they are the only option 

for preserving a tree that still has substantial 
value? 



Comments summary on <Kevin Hocker_Chapter 12.16_Folsom TPO_PUBLIC_REVIEW_DRAFT KH COMMENTS.~f> g 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:7:16 age 

Notes 

_,, ' 11 KHocker 10/23/2019 14:32:55 

/ / You absolutely have to define the term 
/ emergency or everything will be an 

/ emergency in the eyes of a homeowner, 
B. Tree Removal Permit Required. A Tree Removal Permit is required before removal of a_D1// developer, or tree care company and you 

Protected Tree, except where specifically exempted by subsection "C" below. / / won't have any way of saying otherwise. An 

C. Exemptions. The following activities with respect to Protected Tree are specific~xempted emergency should involve an imminent 
from the requirements for obtaining a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal P;,"mft. safety risk and/or the imminent loss of 

service or access to property. Work that 
1. Resurfacing, repaving, or concrete replacement of existing pave\1-,.freas within the Tree exceeds what is necessary to correct the ... 

:~~:~~;a~~:k:nc;~~~~~~~ ~:!e:u:~~~pervision of an ~b~~ to guarantee appropriate / I~ _ _;:;2::;, 1;:;K:;:H;:o=ck;:e=r======1;:;0::;123;;;:;12; 0; 1;:;9;:::14::;:;::;3::;5::;:3;;9~ 
/ / 

2. Parking or operation of motor vehicles within th':)1'€e Protection Zone on existing paved _,., .,,. _,., 
are= / .,,. 

/ .,,. / 

3. Placement or storage of equipment or c311sfruction material within the Tree Pr_!!!ection Zone 
on existing paved areas. / _,., _,., 

/ .,,. 
4. Maintenaoci, of under-canoi,. la'ndscaping. .,,. / _,. 

s. Rou tine ma intenance qµ,fotected Tre"5 . _,., .,,. 
/ / 

6. EmergencB)~k,involvlng the removal of [imlls or trees dam.iged by extreme weather, __ - -
chance o.ctrr:fnce, or unavoidable ~ddl!itt beyond the reasonable control oft~ ~oertv- -
owner. .,.,,,., _ -

/ --
7. Removal of a Prote~d.J'.ree that Is dead or dying a~etc•mrnedby an Arborist and verified 

by IY Arb~lstprov1ded that the ~pert'(l:omplles with the requirements of the Zoning 

Cod D ,,,,,,,. ----
8. ~o 2 of rPiotect.edTree that poses an Imminent safety risk to the public ;is determined 

3 t e City Arbor1st or City Fire Chief. 

9. Minor pruning activities. 

10. Activities that do not disturb or contaminate the soil within the Tree Protection Zone or result 
in physical contact to the Protected Tree. 

11. Public utilities subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission 
performing pruning activities as is necessary to comply with the safety regulations of said 
commission and to maintain a safe operation of their facilities. However, they shall notify the 
Community Development Department at least seven (7) business days before taking any 
action. The City may cause such pruning work to be inspected and the City shall have the 
authority to stop any tree-pruning performed by a utility if such practices are not being 
followed. 

D. Combined Activities. Separate but similar tree-related activities may be reviewed under one 
permit. The City's decision on the permit shall apply to all activities included in the permit. 

E. Limitation. Permit issued under this Chapter entitles the permittee to perform only the Regulated 
Activities authorized in the permit and is not valid for any other purpose. 

12.16.060 Application Requirements 

A. Application Form. All Tree Work Permit or Tree Removal Permit applications must be submitted 
in writing to the Community Development Department on a form provided by the City. 

1. Minimum submittal requirements shall be established by the City. Additional information 
necessary for the complete evaluation of an application may be required by the City 
Arborist. All required material and information shall be provided by the applicant before 
the application may be deemed complete and accepted for processing. 
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If two arborists need to verify that it's dead 
or dying, how is this funtionally different from 
a permit? This exemption also incentivices 

people to kill or neglect their trees so they 
can remove it without a permit. You could 
easily require a permit for dead and dying 
trees and just waive the replacement 
requirement if a removal pom'lll ls granle<1 . 

3 1KHocker 10/23/2019 14:26'19 
Number 8 encompasses everything you 

want to say in 6 and 7. You might also ad a 
line about the City Arborist and/or City Fire 
Chief acting within the scope of their 
assigned duties. I have on rare ocassion run 
into a situation where someone removed a 
tree because a fire chief offered the opinion 
that a tree was dangerous in an offhand way 
on his day off when he wasn't engaged in ... 
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1 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 14:32:55 You absolutely have to define the term emergency or everything will be an emergency in the eyes of a 
homeowner, developer, or tree care company and you won't have any way of saying otherwise. An emergency 
should involve an imminent safety risk and/or the imminent loss of service or access to property. Work that 
exceeds what is necessary to correct the emergency should be regulated. It's very common to remove an entire 
tree or group of trees because one limb broke in a storm. 

3 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 14:26:19 Number 8 encompasses everything you want to say in 6 and 7. You might also ad a line about the City Arborist 
and/or City Fire Chief acting within the scope of their assigned duties. I have on rare ocassion run into a situation 
where someone removed a tree because a fire chief offered the opinion that a tree was ,dangerous in an offhand 
way on his day off when he wasn't engaged in any official city business. 
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2. No application shall be considered complete for acceptance and processing until the / 
required application fee is paid in full. / 

3. For work within the Tree Protection Zone or work involving the removal of a Protected I 
Tree, a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan is required as part of the permit application / / 
unlesS exempt under Section 12.16.0SO(C). If Protected Trees are present on the/ 
proposed deve lopment site, a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan is required as part <j 

I 
I 

I 

/ 11,KHocke< 10/231201 9 14:38:22 
It's good that you have stated that the fee is 

for processing the application not for 
granting the permit. People will try to avoid 
paying if they don't get a permit, or insist that 
you need to grant them a permit because 

they paid for a permit. It can't be stressed 
enough that the fee is for processing the 
application not for issuing a permit. 

.,,. v 21 KHocker 10/23/2019 14:42:33 
entitlement application and before submittal of a Tree Permit application. ; .,,, .,,. I prefer to say "approve with conditions" 

B. Application Fe es. The City Council may establish a fee by resolution for the processl~p6rmj! ,.,.- .,,, rather than "coditionally approve." Ask your 
app lications under the provisions of this Chapter, which may be amended from t ime t'tfD!J&r lawyers about this. It might only be me but I 

12.16.070 Approving Authority 
,.,.- read conditionlly approve to mean that some 

.,,,,,,. ,,,.,. ,..,,,... condition needs to be met before I can get a 
.,..- final approval. I read approve with 

The Approving Authority may approve, modify, conditionally appro-lor _d~'{{he permit application in conditions to mean that the permit is 
accordance with this Chapter. The decision of the Approving Autho'rffion a Tree Work Permit shall be approved but there are additional terms or 
final and not subject to appe~ree Remova l Permit may be appealed to the Appeal Authority pursuant conditions that modify the scope of work ... 
to procedures set forth In Se 3 . :11. ...+Ap peals,.--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1- :;:;:;:;;::;::;=====::;:;;;;:;;;;;:;:;;::::;::;::::;::;;::~ 

v , 31 KHocker 10/23120 19 14:45:45 

12.16.080 Conditions of Approval 

The Approving Authority may impose such conditions as are necessary to ensure compliance with this 

Chapter with respect to the proposed project, including but not limited to conditions to lessen impacts t o 
Protected Trees or to mitigate environmental impacts of the proposed activity. 

12.16.090 Findings for Approval 

The following findings are required before issuance of the specified permits. 

There's nothing wrong with this but think 
about how you want to handle it if someone 
asks to dig next to a tree to place a pipe and 
you say no. If the applicant doesn't agree 
with your decision can they reapply and ask 
again with more information to convince you 
or do they need to sue you to have the 
matter reconsidered. Think about how you 
want the system to work but having an ... 

i,, 4 1 KHOCker 10/23/2019 14:49:27 
A. Tree Work Permit Before approving an application for a Tree Work Permit, the Approving / 1 can't think of any better language, but 1 

Authority shall make the fo llowing findings: / 

1. The proposed activity is not detrimental to the immediate or long-term health of the / / :~~~;h:~;~~:i
1

:::

1

::::~;~::~::t:~~:t you 
Protected Tree; or / will be forced to consider as valid. See if 

2. The proposed activity is detrimental to the immediate hea lth of the Protected Tree, but a Tre~ / you can't tighten that language up a bit to 
Protection and Mitigation Plan has been prepared that minimizes the impact and prot ects ):he make it less sub]ecllve. 

long-term health of the tree to the satisfaction of the City Arborist; and / / _...- _...- _...- ~ 1"5~i l~K~H~ock=e"-'r _____ 1~0~/2~3=/2: 0~1~9~1~4~:5~2~:~57'-i 

3. The proposed activity is in accord~nce with the provisions of this Chapter and all .al)p lica~-- _...- 1 suggeSt adding language to the effect that 
City standards and policies. / _...- _...- the interference is likely to cause a 

~ _...- foreseeable interruption in service or 
B. Tree Removal Permit. Before approvi ng an applicat ion for a Tree-Removal iler!mt, the /lpprovlng function of the aforementioned utilities and 

Authority sha ll make at least one of the fo llowing findings: -- _...- _. / -- -- / 
facilities. 

1. The condition of the Protected Tree with respect-t<faisease, dange of falling, or long-term I 61 KHocker 10/23/2019 15:00:1 8 
health of the tree Is such that the tree js-nof likely to survivKSJ,, / ,,., .,,, 1-"-'Tc:.h;:ae..::w"'o"'r"'d"-"-th_r_e_a-te-n-in_g_"_s"'e"'e"'m"'s"'t"'ocere"a-'l"'ly"'g"e"'t=-l 

.,,,,.,. .- :filt ,,..,,; ,,,,,,,.. some people upset for some reason , Other 
2. The condition[ or locatl~ p!- tlfe Prdotected Tre-e or Its roots terfering with water, sewer,.- people interpret it very loosely to ·,nclude the 

ga~lca sel)(lco,s, struts or :;I ewal~to t he subject property or propertles ln t.lie vie nlty 
,m Ci:> e-.ire no Reasonable Alternat ive Measures to avoid, pr11vent,..9vi6s,:n the very remote possibility of damage. I don't 
inte 5 ence. .,,.. .,,, know if I have the perfect language for this 

, _,., but I suggest that you consider something 
3. The Protected Tree or Its roots are causing, or threateni 0 11<6e, damage to any existing like "causing or will cause damage in the 

permanent structure or feature on the property or on any 6 acent property Including pools, near future to ... " 
driveways, and there are no Reasonable Alternative Measures to avoid, prevent or lessen the 
damage or threatened damage. 
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2 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 14:42:33 I prefer to say "approve with conditions" rather than "coditionally approve." Ask your lawyers about this. It might 

only be me but I read conditionlly approve to mean that some condition needs to be met before I can get a final 
approval. I read approve with conditions to mean that the permit is approved but there are additional terms or 
conditions that modify the scope of work that has been allowed as part of the permit. 

3 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 14:45:45 There's nothing wrong with this but think about how you want to handle it if someone asks to dig next to a tree to 
place a pipe and you say no. If the applicant doesn't agree with your decision can they reapply and ask again with 
more information to convince you or do they need to sue you to have the matter reconsidered. Think about how 
you want the system to wor1< but having an appeal option even on pruning isn't necessarily a bad thing. 
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4. Use of the property consistent with the Zoning Code could not be m~e-1tnles;;he Protected 

Tree is removed and there are no Reasonable Alternative Meastlres to allow for use of the 
property consistent with the Zoning Code. -- -- -- ----12.16.100 Notice of Decision .- .- -- .-

A. Written Notl90Yrlt_lj:n-ndt!"c:i; f declslo·n on applicat ion for Tree Work Permi t or Tree Removal 
Permit shall bemvided to t he applica nt as pa re of the permit iss~ance or dehlal. Wri tten notice 
of decision on application for Tree Removal Permit shall be pro,vlded to the appllcantand owmm 
of properties located immediately adjacent to the subject property. The notice shall include the 
following: 

1. The application. I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I/ 
I 

11 KHC>Clror 10/23/201 915:03:39 
I actually like this language, but you might 

want to check with your lawyers and 
planning folks on this. Some projects have 
mandatory public notice provisions that 
exceed the requirements stated here. 

I 2 IKHocke.r 10/23/2019 15;0.6:20 

Have you actually established limits on 
reasons for an appeal. It is very common to 
appeal a tree removal decision simply 
because someone likes trees, regardless of 
whether the process was followed 
reasonably. As your lawyers If you can limit 
appeals to matters of process and findings. 
Sacramento allows anyone to appeal for any 
reason and the majority of the appeals are ..• 

I 
I 

2. The decision made by the Approving Authority. 

3. Conditions imposed as part of the approval. 
/ 3 I KHocker 10/23/201915:09:28 

I I 
I I 

I I 
12.16.110 Appeals 

A. Right to Appeal. The decision on a Tree Work Permit is final and not subject to appeal. For a Tyee I 
Removal Permit, any person dissatisfied with the determination of the Approving Authority l"ay 

1
1 

fi le an appeal with the Director. The decision of the Director may be appealed to the Plf!ning / 
Commission or the Historic District Commission depending upon the location of the Pr9tected I 
Tree. The decision of t he Plannlng Commission or Historic District Commission shall bo/fina l fo r I 
all purposes and not a·pµealable further. / / 

a. Filing an Appeal. Appeal sha ll be submitted In writi ng to t he City Clerk within 10 ca endar days 
following a decision rendered under this Chapter, wi th payment of an appeal fee adopted b the 
Ci ty <:ouncll. The appeal shah, at a minimum, st:;i te the following: / / 

I I 
L The project or matter being appealed. / / 

2 The date of t he City's decision th at Is the subject of the appeal. / 
1

1 

3. The specific condit ions, standard, or action belng appealed. / / 

a. A statement specifying the basis or grounds or the appe.K~l:h as_ hy the decision 
Is not in agreement with the standards ,md regulations of~ c7~ter. 

b. How the decision of the Approving Authority should be change,d. 

4. No appeal request sha ll be deemed f1 Ied until the prescribed ~ b een paid. 

5. If an appeal Is not filed within the t ime and in the manner suit'mbove, the right to appeal 
shall be deemed waived. 

C. Notice and Schedule of Appeal Hearings. The Director shall schedule the appeal hearing as soon 
as practicable following receipt of the appeal. Notice of the date, time and place of the hearing 
shall be provided to the appellant and the project applicant no later than 10 calendar days before 
th~ date of the hearing. 

D. Appeal Hearing and Action. The Appeal Authority shall review the entire proceeding or 
proceedings relating to the act or decision being appealed and may make any order it deems just 
and equitable, including but not limited to the approval or denial of the Tree Removal Permit 
application, the addition or modification of any condition applicab le to an approved Tree Removal 
Permit. Any hearing may be continued from time to t ime. At the conclusion of the hearing, the 
Appeal Authority shall make findings supporting its decision on the appeal. The decision of the 
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I advise that you definitely have an apeal 
fee. It should be reasonable and there 
should be a provision somewhere that states 
that it is non refundable but can be waived 
upon request at the time of submittal for 
cases of financial hardship. No cost appeals 
can encourage and enable people to appeal 
just for the sake of wasting peoples time and 
to delay projects that they don't like. 
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2 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 15:06:20 Have you actually established limits on reasons for an appeal. It is very common to appeal a tree removal decision 
simply because someone likes trees, regardless of whether the process was followed reasonably. As your lawyers 
if you can limit appeals to matters of process and findings. Sacramento allows anyone to appeal for any reason 

and the majority of the appeals are from people who like trees but have no prior knowledge of the situation or 
reason for the original decision. 
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12.16.160 Mitigation Requirements 

Removal of any Protected Tree shall be mitigated in accordance with the provisions of this section . 

A. Replacement Trees Required. Replacement trees shall be required as follows: 

1. Protected Trees. Protected Trees shall be replaced at a ratio of one-inch equivalent at DBH for 
every one-inch of DBH removed as set forth in the table below in Section 12.16.160(A)(1)(a). 
Before removal of a Landmark Tree, the landmark designation shall be declassified pursuant 
to Section 12.16.lB0(D). 

a. Equivalency Table. The following equivalent sizes shall be used whenever new trees 
are planted pursuant to a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan. 

Replacement Tree Size DBH Equlvalency 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

/ / _,,/ 
'1 ✓-" 

A sapling tree; or 0.5-inch DBH 

Tree in container less than 15 gallons 0.5-inch DBH 

lS-gallon container tree 1-inch DBH 

24-inch box tree 2-inch DBH 

36-inch box tree 3-inch DBH 

/r 
/} 

/ ;/ 
,,,,✓ I I 

,,, I I 
/ / I I 

b. Reduced Mitigation Rate Within the Buildable Footprint of {Jefidential Lo/~I hln the 
designated buildable footprint of a parcel zoned to allow'for resldentlajrd~pment, 
the mitigation requirements shall be reduced by s9-/e'rcent. / 

c. Removal of Stnwr-Trces on Res/den rial Pro~ with &lstilJ le-Family or Two­
Family Dwellings. Streel trees on resident!\11 property one- 2 ere or less shall be 
replaced at a ratio of one rep lac-eme ree for every tree rem ved If the property 
has an existing single-family or twQ,-family residential structure on-site. 

/ 
d. Credit for Exlstlng Tre~·s.trng tree.(5) on the same property may satisfy up to 50 

percent of the replaco, 
3 

t ree requirement if the existing t ree l s eit her the same 
species as the tree pro ed for removal or a species ident ified on the approved 
Master Tree List; and the long-term viability of the existing tree as determined by an 
Arborist, based on the following: 

i. Location of the existing tree in relation to the tree proposed for removal. 

ii. Quality of the environment in which the existing tree is located. 

iii. Potential impact to the existing tree from any proposed development. 

e. The credit shall be applied at a rate of one-half inch for each inch of DBH of existing 
tree. 

B. Mitigation Strategies. 

1. On-Site Replacement Planting. Replacement trees shall be planted on the same property as 

the tree proposed for removal, subject to review by the Approving Authority. Where the 

subject property is not able to accommodate the required number of replacement trees on­

site, the payment of in-lieu fees shall be required in accordance with Section 12.16.160(6)(2). 
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/ 11 KHoaker 10/2312019 15:-16:43 
Building footprints are variable and can be 

moved around. This provision could actually 
encourage people to propose building 
locations that would require the removal of 
more trees so they could pay less in 
mitigation. Wouldn't charging people full 
price for all trees encourage them to retain 
as many trees as possible. I think that it's 
entirely reasonable to allow the removal of ... 

/ 21KHocker 10/23/2019 15:18:01 
Existing is the key word here. It will come up 
that a property is zoned for a single family 
residence or that it used to have a single 
family residence on it at one time. 

,. 31KHoaker 10123/2019 16:22:18 
Credit should only be given for the retention 
of non protected trees. Otherwise you have 
essentially allowed half of all protected trees 
on the property to be removed without 
replacement of any kind. Even when you 
give credit for the retention of non protected 
trees It's not technically replacement, its just 
minimizing the loss of existing resources. 
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1 Sticky Note KHocker 10/23/2019 15:16:43 Building footprints are variable and can be moved around. This provision could actually encourage people to 

propose building locations that would require the removal of more trees so they could pay less in mitigation. 
Wouldn't charging people full price for all trees encourage them to retain as many trees as possible. I think that it's 
entirely reasonable to allow the removal of a protected tree if the finding can be made that it's not possible to 
develop on the site without removing the tree, but I see no reason reduce the replacement requirement. 
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2. Payment of In-Lieu Fee. Payment of in-lieu fees may be allowed where the subject property 
is not able to accommodate the required number of replacement trees on-site except as 
provided below in Section 12.16.160(B)(2)(a). The in-lieu fee shall be calculated as a dollar 
amount for each inch of DBH of Protected Tree removed, as adopted by City Council 
resolution. 

3. Combination af P/antlng and Fee Payment, A combination of on-site replacement plant ing 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

/ 
/ 

/ and payment of in-lleu fees may be used where the number of replacement t rees cannot be 1
1 

accommodated on-site. The in-lieu payment shall be reduced b·ascd on the number of inches / / 

at DBH of \he replacement trees planted on-site. / / / 

4. Ocher Strategies. Other strategies as . may be determined appropriate by the Approvi9" 
Authority and that meet the lnlllnt of rn itfgat ion for removal of the Protected Tree(4QV _,, _,, / 

5. For purposes of determining mitfgatlon requirements for mult ltrunked tr;$ the _,, _,, 

extrapolat ed DBH shal l be used. / / 
/ ,,, 

/ .,,✓ 
/ / 

12.16.170 Tree Planting and Replacement Fund 

Mitigation fees and penalty assessments under this Chapter shall be dep6slt'e;;'1nto the Tree 
Planting and Replacement Fund . The tree pl,mting and replacement fund- ;,;'ay be used for tree 
planting and revegetation projects such as parkway;, parks, planting.dltrees along public tralls, 
and beautification projects, to purchase property for tree i itl tlo'r< sites, revegetation projects 
or beautification projects, for the retention of a City Arbori , , t6r the development, staffing or 
implementation of an Urban Forestry program, if establlshe 2 unds shall not be made available 
for mitigation or planting on private prope~, ittµtre' following exceptions: 1) private property 
that is maintained by the City under the te 

3 
if a maintenance agreement; or 2) maintenance 

of Landmark Trees and maintenance of !Te property subject to a conservation easement at 
the recommendation of the City Arborist. This fund shall be administered by the Community 
Development Department. 

12.16.180 Landmark Designation 

A. Establishment of Landmark Designation. 

Application for Landmark Designation. Any interested party may submit an application to the 
Community Development Department, requesting that the City Council establish by resolution a 
tree or group of trees as a Landmark Tree(s). Applications shal l be made on a form supplied by 
the City and be subject to an application fee pursuant to the adopted fee schedule. The City 
Council may also, on its own motion and without the payment of a fee, commence the process 
of designating a Landmark Tree. If the owner of the proposed Landmark Tree(s) is not the 
applicant, the Community Development Department shall notify, by first-class mail, the owner 
of the proposed Landmark Tree(s) thirty days before the hearing on the application . Once an 
application has been submitted, and before City Council action, the proposed Landmark Tree 
shall have the same status as a Protected Tree under this Chapter. 

Designation of Landmark Trees. In order to designate a tree as a Landmark Tree, the City Council 
shall find that the tree is a significant community benefit because it possesses one or more of 
the following attributes: 

1. Historical value. 

a. Excellent health rating. 

b. Outstanding habitat va lue. 
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I 
1 1 1 KHoeket 10123/2019 15:25:34 

Nothing wrong with this but be careful about 
what you consider to meet the intent of the 
ordinance. People will propose that they 
plant trees in other cities, or on other 
properties or any number of wild schemes 
that may or may not be appropriate. 

21 KHocker 10/23/201 9 15:27:08 
If your salary is funded by the removal of 

trees then this will likely be viewed by the 
public as a conflic of interest that will 
undermine their confidence in your decision 
making abiltties. 

31KHocker 10/2312019 16:28:54 
Check with your lawyers to see if using city 

funds to plant on private property would be 
considered a "gift of public funds." It may be 
fine depending on how everything is set up. 
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_,/' r1~1_K_H_o~~-e~r _ ____ ,_0~/23/2 __ 0~1~9~1~5~:3~0~,4~7~ 
,,,- You may want to put limits on the services 

,,,. -' that you provide for these trees. What if you 
/ ,,,,,,.. get called out to inspect it on a monthly 

c. Unusual species. _.,,,.. .,,,,., _,,,,,,. basis? What if you are asked to provide an 
_, ,,,- advanced inspection? I'm not sure how big d. Superior beauty. 

/ 

Property Owner Notification. If the City Council designates a tree as µlfl'idmark Tree, the City 
Clerk shall mail a copy of the resolution to the owner of the tr~ !!lid direct the City Arborist to 
add the tree to the list of Landmark Trees. ,,,- ' 

/ 

B. Maintenance of Landmark Trees. Upon the requesy,f1he property owner, the City Arborist may 
cause a Landmark Tree to be inspectej0].i_n)lrtforist. A report on the heath of t he t ree(s) and 
recommended maintenance shall be _Pl[JJ"'ed. Copies of the report shall be recorded and provided 
to the owner of the Landmark Tree(s). 

C. Documenting Landmark Trees. The Community Development Department shall map the location of 
Landmark Trees. 

D. Declassification of Landmark Designation. 

1. Application to Remove Landmark Designation. The owner of a Landmark Tree may submit an 
application to the Community Development Department, requesting that the City Council 
declassify a tree or group of trees previously designated as a Landmark Tree(s). Applications 
shall be made on a form supplied by the City and shall be subject to an application fee pursuant 
to the adopted fee schedule. The City Council may also, on its own motion and without the 
payment of such a fee, commence the process of declassifying a Landmark Tree(s). Un less the 
owner of the Landmark Tree is the applicant, the Community Development Department shall 
notify the owner by first-class mail thirty days before the City Council meeting scheduled for the 
proposed action. 

2. Declassification of Landmark Trees. In order to remove the landmark designation of a tree(s), 
the City Council shall find that the tree(s) is no longer a significant community benefit because it 
meets one or more of the following factors: 

a. The tree(s) has significantly deteriorated in health or appearance. 

b. The tree(s) no longer has habitat value. 

c. The tree(s) prevents reasonable use of the property. 

3. Property Owner Notification. If the City Council declassifies a tree or group of trees previously 
designated as a Landmark Tree(s), the City Clerk shall mail a copy of the resolution to the owner 
of the tree(s) and direct the City Arborist to remove the tree(s) from the list of Landmark Trees. 

12.16.190 Maintenance 

A. Every property owner shall maintain: 

1. Any Protected Tree located within the limits of their property in accordance with the 
standards of this Chapter. 

2. Any Street Tree shall be pruned by the property owner in accordance with the standards of 
this Chapter and shall maintain a minimum seven-foot vertical clearance over all public 
sidewalks and a minimum 14.5-foot vertical clearance over all public streets. 

B. Nothing in this Ordinance shall interfere with the requirements of Chapters 8.36 (Folsom Fire 
Code) and 8.37 (Abatement of Weeds, Refuse, and Abandoned Material). In the event of a 
conflict with this Chapter, the requirements of Chapters 8.36 and 8.37 shall control. 
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of an issue this is likely to be but it's 
something to think about. 
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_.... ,..- 1 I KHocker 10/23/201915:33'36 
_.... / You might want to consider requiring the 

..,- ..,- payment of an in-lieu fee for instances where 
..,- ..,- the required number of trees cannot be 

12.16.200 Street Tree Planting ..,, ..,- i...;_pla_n_ted_. ____ _____ ___, 
/ 

A. Street Tree Planting. Each applicant for a building permit for new constructiol).-Ofresidential or 
commercial structure on parcels without existing Street Trees, or for a py~ map, subdivision 
map or planned development permit which seeks, in whole or in pJit;'the improvement of real 
property, shall be responsible for the planting of Street Tree~ rife species of trees to be planted 
shall be In ac~ordance with the MastarTree List. As pa_!taf'the a-ppllcatlon process, the City 
Arb.orist shall review and app ro~e the size of the tme"to be planted, the lo~ation of the planting 
and the stage or the developme,, t at which ·the-t;:;;e ls robe planted . There shall at least one 
Street Tree for each single-family lot, e~c.ept for corner lots, for which two trees shall be 
planted . There shall be at least c~ rect Tree for eJJery fifty feetcf street frontage planted on 
center for commercial and ipdelstrial parcels. In multifamily developments, the number of trees 
shall be deined by,.tlfe City Arborist, but not more than one tree for each dwelling unit may 
be require O .,,. 

B. Responslbilit '. e cost of the tree stock, the planting thereof and the maintenance of the tree 
pending occupancy of the property shall be the responsibility of the applicant. Unless the 
applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Community Development Department that 
adequate provision has been made for the planting and initial maintenance of the Street Trees, 
the applicant shall be required to furnish security which, at the option of and subject to the 
approval of the Director, shall be in the form of those alternatives authorized under 
Government Code Section 66499 et seq . Adequate provision may take the form of covenants, 
conditions and restrictions (CC&Rs) that require the planting and maintenance of Street Trees 
and that, in the opinion of the City Attorney, are enforceable by property owners or an 
association of owners created by such CC&Rs. 

12.16.210 Parking Lot Shading Tree Planting 

A. Planting In Parking let. Each applicant for a building permit for new construction of a 
commercial structure(s) with surface parking on a parcel without Parking lot Shading Trees, or 
for a parcel map, subdivision map or planned development permit which seeks, in whole or in 
part, the improvement of real property, shall be responsible for the planting of Parking lot 
Shading Trees in accordance with the requirements of Section 17.57.070 of the Folsom 
Municipal Code. The species of trees to be planted shall be in accordance with the Master Tree 
list. As part of the application process, the City Arborist shall review and approve the size of the 
trees to be planted, the location within the parking lot where the trees are to be planted, and 
the total number of trees necessary to meet the requirements of Chapter 17.57.070. 

B. Responsibility. The cost of the tree stock, the planting thereof and the maintenance of such tree 
pending occupancy of the property shall be the responsibility of the applicant. Unless the 
applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Community Development Department that 
adequate provision has been made for the planting and initial maintenance of the Parking Lot 
Trees, the applicant shall be required to furnish security which, at the option of and subject to 
the approval of the Director, shall be in the form of those alternatives authorized under 
Government Code Section 66499 et seq. Adequate provision may take the form of covenants, 
conditions and restrictions (CC&Rs) that require the planting and maintenance of Parking Lot 
Shading Trees and that, in the opinion of the City Attorney, are enforceable by property owners 
or an association of owners created by such CC&Rs. 
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12.16.220 Solar Shade Control Act Exemptio~ _.. -- -- _.. 

The City is exempt from the provisions of the Solar Shade Control Act, Chapter 12 (commencing with 
Section 25980) of Division 15 of the California Public Resources Code. 

12.16.230 Violations, Enforcement, and Penalties 
/ 

A. Violations / 

1. A violation of this Chapter shall be an administrative violation as defined in Section 1.oy.620. 
In addit ion to enforcement by any procedure set forth in Chapters 1.08 through rn. any 
violation of this Chapter shall be punishable as a misdemeanor, which shall be put>ishable by 
a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the County jail;f'or not more 
than six months, or by both fine and imprisonment. / 

/ 
2. Each of the sanctions for administrative violations identified in Sectio~ 1.09.013 shall be 

available to redress violation of the provisions of this Chapter. / 
/ 

3. In addition to the criminal penalty set forth in subsection A of th\?section, based upon the 
criteria for the imposition of administrative sanctions set forth in.Section 1.09.014, a violation 
of a provision of this Chapter shall be deemed a Level E violatid'n, as that term is described in 
Section 1.09.012. / / 

4. Notwithstanding the minimum fee level identified in/Section l.09.012(A), the monetary 
sanction shall ~e In an amount at least two t lm'K'.§ ]'.;i(would have been charged as an in-lieu 
fee under Section 12.16.160(B)(2) of th fs Cl,ap_t"ffi 

B. Enforcement 

1. This Chapter shall be enforced pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 1.08 through 1.10 of 
the Folsom Municipal Code. 

C. Enforcement Procedures-Notice to Correct 

1. Prior to the assessment of any monetary sanction or the commencement of any other 
enforcement action pursuant to this Chapter, the Director shall follow the procedures set 
forth in Sections 1.09.020 through 1.09.048 of the Folsom Municipal Code. 
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/ 
/ 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

~I 1 I KHocker 10/23/2019 15136:50 
This is extremely important. You're going to 
need this. 

, 27KH~ker 10/23/201915:40:13 
I like this requirement. But I thought it 

applies only to situations that involve the 
removal of protected trees or actions that 
would cause the removal of a tree. The way I 
read it now it looks like it applies to 

everything, such as pruning without a permit, 
or nicking a tree with a string trimmer. 



Tree Preservation 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Justin Raithel <justin@revolutionsdocs.com> 
Tuesday, November 5, 2019 1 :07 PM 
Tree Preservation 
Re: City of Folsom Notification - Updated Tree Preservation Ordinance draft release. 

Hi, Aimee. I spoke at the council meeting review but Mayor Howell asked me to follow-up with an email on the draft 
Tree Preservation Ordinance. Here are my thoughts: 

1.) I strongly agree with the plan to retain existing trees over paying the in-lieu fee. I think the draft ordinance as written 
will achieve this. 
2.) I support adding regulated trees, street trees and landmark trees to the protected tree definition along with the 
native oaks which are already protected. I also support the addition of a tree maintenance permit process for protected 
trees to prevent parking lot shade being removed, historic trees being damaged and landscape buffers being removed. I 
do think we need some more qualifications on what a heritage tree is. I would suggest excluding invasive species (such 
as palms) and fast growing trees (such as redwoods). I don't claim to be an expert in plants but my thinking is that we 
shouldn't make it more difficult and expensive to residents to take out trees that we don't really want to spread or that 
are high water usage trees. 
3.) For mitigation requirements - is there a reason that only residential lots have reduced mitigation if the tree is within 
the buildable footprint? I would suggest that we treat our residential and commercial developers equivalent in what we 
require for mitigation. 
4.) For mitigation requirements - the street tree stipulation says only for lots 1/2 acre or less. There is no designation for 
larger lots? I'd suggest we just remove this "one half acre or less" language so it applies to all residential lots with street 
trees. 
5.) I do think appeals to the Planning Commission for tree work permit denials should be allowed. In practicality I would 
suggest that it would never happen but the owners of a commercial center should have that option if they disagree with 
the city arborist on the work needed to be done for their parking lot trees or an HOA should have option to appeal if 
they disagree with the arborist on maintenance for a landscape buffer/ screening buffer. 

Thanks for doing this important work. The new draft ordinance offers some significant improvements and I look forward 
to having it in place in the future. Please feel free to reach out to me if you'd like to discuss further. 

Be well, 

Justin Raithel 
106 Coval Ct 
Folsom, CA 95630 
281-851-1145 

On Wed, Oct 16, 2019 at 5:05 PM Aimee Nunez <anunez@folsom.ca.us> wrote: 

Greetings, 

1 



You are receiving this email as notification that the public review draft of the updated Tree Preservation Ordinance has 
been released and is available for review and comment until Friday, November 15th at 5 pm at 
www.folsom.ca.us/trees. All comments should be provided either by email or in writing to the following address: 

City of Folsom 

Community Development Dept. 

SO Natoma Street, 2nd Floor 

Folsom, CA 95630 

Email: TreePreservation@folsom.ca.us 

Your review and feedback is most appreciated. 

Respectfully, 

Aimee Nunez 

1 City of Folsom 

City Arborist 

WE-11485A 

Community Development 

anunez@folsom.ca.us 

916.461.6213 
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SACRAMENTO METROPOLITAN 

November 8, 2019 

SENT VIA EMAIL 

Ms. Aimee Nunez 
City of Folsom Community Development Department 
50 Natoma Street, 2nd Floor 
Folsom, CA 95630 

City of Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance Update 

Dear Ms. Nunez: 

Thank you for providing the City of Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance Update to the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (Sac Metro Air District) for review. This work is supportive of 
many important General Plan policies, NCR 1.1.8 - Planting in New Development, LU 6.1.1 O - Enhancing 
Walking and Biking, LU 9.1.6 - Community Beautification, and PR 1.1.8 - Shade and Hydration, in addition to 
providing a good foundation for developing the City's Urban Forest Plan, General Plan implementation 
program NCR-1. Sac Metro Air District staff offer the following comments for the City's consideration. 

Applicability 
Rather than exclude the City from complying with the ordinance altogether, the Sac Metro Air District 
encourages the City to be a leader in tree preservation by specifying sections of the ordinance the City would 
commit to implement such as the ANSI A300 Standards for street trees and parking lot shading trees and tree 
selection from the Master Tree List. 

Master Tree List 
Sac Metro Air District requests the City incorporate air quality information contained in the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation's The Shady Eighty: Trees for a Cooler Sacramento Regiod into the City's Master Tree list. 
Encouraging the selection of tree species that emit less biogenic volatile organic compounds helps reduce 
ozone formation in the region. 

Regulated Tree - Landscape Buffer 
The definition of Regulated Tree covers conditions of development project approval, such as a landscape 
buffer. A landscape buffer/vegetative barrier is often recommended by the Sac Metro Air District for a 
residential project or proposed land use with sensitive receptors (i.e. daycares, schools, parks) being located 
near high volume roadways to reduce exposure to toxic air contaminants (TAC). This aligns with General Plan 
policy NCR 3.1.6 - Sensitive Uses. Sac Metro Air District requests the City include landscape buffer/vegetative 
barrier in the definitions section, identify its purpose, and provide a reference to the Sac Metro Air District's 
Landscaping Guidance for Improving Air Quality Near Roadways'1 as a main resource for site selection, 
vegetative planting recommendations, and long-term maintenance of landscape buffers to reduce TAC 
exposure. 

Mitigation Requirements 
Reducing mitigation by 50 percent for trees within the buildable footprint of a residential lot does not appear to 
promote tree preservation. If trees in the buildable footprint are permitted to be removed, full mitigation for the 
tree should be required. Mitigation strategy B.3. would be ideal for this situation, promoting on-site planting first 
and then requiring fee payment when on-site planting cannot fully cover the mitigation required. 

777 12th Street, 3rd Floor I Sacramento, CA 95814-1908 
916/874-4800 I 916/874-4899 fax 

www.airquality.org 



Ms. Nunez 
City of Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance 
November 8, 2019 
Page 2 

Maintenance 
Keeping in mind drought and increasing temperatures in the region, Sac Metro Air District recommends the 
City include additional guidance and strategies for adequate watering of trees. 

Street Tree Planting 
In order to promote a more robust tree canopy in Folsom, Sac Metro Air District recommends the City reduce 
the distance required for each street tree planting for commercial and industrial parcels from one every fifty feet 
(50') to one every thirty-five feet (35'). Additionally, the City should prioritize the planting of largeiii trees to 
ensure the most shade coverage for both street trees and parking lots. A studyiv in Modesto of the effects of 
tree shade on pavement performance indicated that tree shade was partially responsible for reduced pavement 
fatigue cracking, rutting, shoving, and other distress, making the case that investing in trees saves pavement 
maintenance costs over time. 

Parking Lot Shading 
Sac Metro Air District encourages the City to consider increasing its parking lot shade coverage requirements 
from 40% to 50% in Zoning Code Section 17.57.070, G.3. Parking lot tree shading can affect evaporative 
emissions from vehicles. A study referenced by the US Forest Servicev noted increasing parking lot tree cover 
from 8% to 50% could reduce light duty vehicle volatile organic compound evaporative emission rates by 2% 
and nitrogen oxide start emissions by less than1%, which supports air quality improvement efforts. 

Please contact me at 916-874-4881 or khuss@airquality.org if you have any questions regarding these 
comments. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Karen Huss 
Associate Air Quality Planner/Analyst 

Cc: Mr. Paul Philley, AICP, Sac Metro Air District 

; h1:t11s://www.sactree.com/assets /ShadyEjght;ySTFweb.pdf 
ii hm-,: //www.airg uaJity.oqyLandU seTransportation /Documents /SMAQMD Fina1LandscapingGuidanceApril2017 .pdf 
iii The Sacramento Tree Foundation's Shady Eighty guide defines a "large" tree as one 46 feet or taller. 
iv https: //www.fs.fed.us/psw/publications/mcpherson/psw 2005 mcphersonOOl joa 1105.pdf 
v h tt;ps://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/u nits /urban/I ocal-resources /downloads /Tree Air Q ual.pdf 



Aimee Nunez 

From: gordon@mannandtrees.com 
Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 4:27 PM 

Aimee Nunez To: 
Subject: RE: City of Folsom Notification - Updated Tree Preservation Ordinance draft release. 

Good afternoon Aimee, thanks for sharing the draft. I have~ comments (in italics) for your consideration. It started 
getting long and I hope they are helpful. Please let me know if you have any questions. Gordon 

A. ANSI A300 Standards. The most current version of Tree Care Operations - Tree, Shrub and other Woody Plant 
Maintenance Management- Standard Practices Secretariat TCIA, approved by the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI), as amended from time to time. ANSI is the process. The standards are industry consensus 
standards & the process is led by TC/A 

B. Appeal Authority. The Director or Commission authorized under this Chapter to consider appeals of Tree 
Removal Permits. Is there no appeal of tree work permits??? I read this later in the permit- 12.16.070 Approving 
Authority 

C. The Approving Authority may approve, modify, conditionally approve, or deny the permit application in 
accordance with this Chapter. The decision of the Approving Authority on a Tree Work Permit shall be final and 
not subject to appeal. A Tree Removal Permit may be appealed to the Appeal Authority pursuant to procedures 
set forth in Section 12.16.110 (Appeals). What is the purpose of no appeal on work permits? If the City tells the 
treeowner what to do in specifications and the tree fails, won't the city have increased exposure to liability?? If 
the City requires a proposal to meet the objective and approves the proposal, the proposal writer would carry 
more of the liability .... 

D. CRZ - would it make sense to also show the CRZ for Heritage trees in same diagram with the 1.SX the diameter 
inches??? It may reduce some confusion .. .. 

E. DBH - I like this part of the definition - DBH shall mean the diameter at the narrowest point between the grade 
and the lowest branching point 

F. Extrapolated DBH - / think this provides a reasonable approach - In a Multitrunked Tree, this is calculated by 
taking the square root of the sum of each individual stem's DBH squared. 

G. Multitrunked Tree. A tree with multiple stems originating from a single root mass. -Some of the current 
research findings show whole forests are part of a single root mass... maybe it should state single root 
crown???? 

H. Protected Oak- while this would be moot if one stem is 6'+, you show the combination of diameters to equal 20 
for multi stem trees. Is that cumulative whole trunks added together, not the extrapolated method in multi­
trunks? This may need to be more clearly stated cumulative trunk diameters. 

I. Root System. This configuration of underground tentacles appendages is one of its most important usually 
unseen elements of a tree, providing several vital functions. Roots store nutrients for the tree during the winter 
and transport water and minerals during the active part of the growing season. Roots also provide an anchor to 
the tree, keeping it from toppling especially during extreme weather conditions. 

J. Routine Maintenance. Includes the following activities: Minor Pruning; dead weoo branch removal; irrigation; 
mulch application; mowing or trimming grass or other ground cover close to a tree; application of fertilizer, 

1 



insecticides, or herbicides in accordance with their label; or any other similar activities that promote the life, 
growth, or health of trees. Any procedure, technique, or practice that is expressly prohibited under the ANSI 
A300 standards or by this Chapter is not Routine Maintenance. There are few that are expressly prohibited. Even 
to ping and lions tailing are called unacceptable practices. How about. .. . 

... . The objective is the 
first reason for doing what we are doing, followed by sound practices to accomplish the objective ... 

K. Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. Standards required by the City for the care and maintenance of 
Protected Trees based on the ANSI 300 Standards, /SA Best Management Practices, and any other relevant 
standards protocols, actions, or treatments?? as determined by the City Arborist, as amended by the City from 
time to time. Many things are not standards but are valid treatments for a situation ... 

L. Tree Protection Zone (TPZ). Same comment as CRZ - can you also show a Heritage tree at 1.5?? 

M. Urban Forest. A forest, or collection of trees, or the total of all trees on public and private properties that grow 
in the City boundaries - I was wondering how to say this. In your "Purpose." Trees are both community and 
environmental assets, unique in their ability to provide a multitude of benefits that appreciate over time. In 
addition to many others, these benefits include life-giving oxygen, filtration of air pollutants, essential shade, 
energy savings, reduced Heat Island effect, habitat for wildlife, and carbon sequestration. The purpose of this 
chapter is to advance these aesthetic, economic, environmental, and social contributions of our Urban Forest 
through the creation and preservation of tree resources. In order to promote the public health, safety and 
general welfare, enhance the beauty of Folsom and to complement and strengthen zoning, subdivision and land 
use standards and regulations, while at the same time recognizing individual rights to develop private property, 
the city council finds it necessary to establish standards, and measures for the preservation of trees. - / was 
wondering how to include Folsom's trees include both public and private property trees. Maybe if you included 
the term urban forest in the purpose, or at least include the combination of public and privately owned trees?? 
This would align better with your definition of urban forest and better support the "control" of trees on private 
properties. 

N. The following activities shall be prohibited with respect to Protected Trees: 
0. Topping. 
P. Attaching anything using nails, screws, and/or spikes. - Does this prohibit staking, and guying, and cabling or 

bracing???? Attaching things not designed to improve tree health or structure, such as .... 

Q. C. Exemptions. The following activities with respect to Protected Tree are specifically exempted from the 
requirements for obtaining a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit 

R. 6. Emergency work involving the removal of limbs or trees damaged by extreme weather, chance occurrence, or 
unavoidable accident beyond the reasonable control of the property owner. / would require a post emergency 
permit to have on file which would both protect the City and the tree owner if down the road anyone challenges 
what was done. We all have cell phones and can take a photo and maybe a post-emergency form could be 
created online so all they have to do is upload the photos??? A requirement of within 72 hours??? Also, I have 
been the recipient of claims that something happened during a storm when nothing happened, yet the tree was 
removed .... 

5. 11. Public utilities subject to the jurisdiction of the California Public Utilities Commission performing pruning 
activities as is necessary to comply with the safety regulations of said commission and to maintain a safe 
operation of their facilities. However, they shall notify the Community Development Department at least seven 
(7) business days before taking any action. The City may cause such pruning work to be inspected and the City 
shall have the authority to stop any tree-pruning performed by a utility if such practices are not being 
followed. This may be a place for the emergency work to be repeated with a post emergency permit.. 

T. 12.16.060 Application Requirements 
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U. Application Form. All Tree Work Permit or Tree Removal Permit applications must be submitted in writing to the 
Community Development Department on a form provided by the City. Do you or will you have an online form? If 
so, the in writing may need to be re-described .... 

V. Findings for approval - 2. The proposed activity is detrimental to may impact the immediate health of the 
Protected Tree, but a Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan has been prepared that minimizes the impact and 
protects the long-term health ofthe tree to the satisfaction of the City Arborist; and ... 

W. Tree Removal Permit-
X. 2. The condition or location of the Protected Tree or its roots is interfering with water, sewer, gas, electrical 

services, streets or sidewalks to the subject property or properties in the vicinity and there are no Reasonable 
Alternative Measures to avoid, prevent or lessen the interference without removing the tree. 

Y. 3. The Protected Tree or its roots are causing, or threatening to cause, damage to any existing permanent 
structure or feature on the property or on any adjacent property including pools, driveways, and there are no 
Reasonable Alternative Measures to avoid, prevent or lessen the damage or threatened damage without 

removing the tree. Basically in these 2 findings removal is the only way to solve the problem. ... 

Z. Time Limits - 2. Permit Expiration. Any permit not exercised within 6 months from the date of approval shall 
expire., or the eMercise of a approved permit work occurs when the permittee performs substantial work for the 
activity approved under the permit, as determined by the Director. It is not an either or, not 2 definitions?? 

AA. E. Indemnification. All Tree Permits shall include the following indemnification statement: Permittee shall 
defend, indemnify and save harmless the City (including its officials, employees, agents, and representatives, 
and each of them) of and from any and all claims, demands, suits, causes of action, damages, costs, expenses, 
losses, or liability, in law or in equity, of every kind and nature whatsoever arising out of or in connection with 
the permittee's work to be performed under the Tree Permit. This is the reason for my question about appealing 

a tree work order permit. If I do what you told me to do, there has to be some liability on you because you 

directed me. If I provide my own proposal, the liability is shifted more to me ... 

BB. Standard Conditions of Approval - 2. No more than one-quarter of the foliage of a tree shall be removed in any 
one growing season. This statement is no longer in the standards. The standard now reads Section 6.2 - Pruning 

operations should remove no more living material than what is necessary to achieve the specified objectives. 

Does this contradict the statement above - 1. All pruning activities shall be conducted in accordance with the 
Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 

CC. Certificate of Compliance - b. Once the monitoring period specified in the Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan 
has closed - to confirm that the Protected Trees are in good health and remain viable. I think this is the first time 

I saw monitoring period. I may have missed it. Should Monitoring be in the definition so users know what is 

required??? 

DD. Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements - A. The location, species, Diameter at Breast Height, Tree 
Protection Zone, and health of each Protected Tree on the subject property, and Adjacent neighboring 
properties as confirmed by an Arborist shall be shown on a map. They also need to be on construction and 
grading plans, and any other work plan around the tree. Is th4ere a choice of tools to show the trees - map, 

aerial image, construction plan??? And they need to be on the construction plans. Maybe this could be a 

condition of permit approval but it has to be clear and required. 

EE. D. A monitoring program, including a specified time period, the party responsible for monitoring, and the 
method and frequency by which monitoring reports will be submitted to the City. Per comment above, it is 

behind in the rules where the mention of monitoring is the first time ... 
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FF. Mitigation Requirements container size: Tree in container less than 15 gallons 0.5-inch DBH; 15-gallon container 
tree - In reality, they are #5 and #15. I don't know if it is productive to call them "gallon" in the ordinance. If you 
were to pour liquid into a 111 gallon" container, it is about .664 gallons .... We should use the correct terminology. 
Those were my suggestions on the standards and other items I reviewed .... 

GG. Reduced mitigation in house footprint - b. Reduced Mitigation Rate Within the Buildable Footprint of Residential 
Lots. Within the designated buildable footprint of a parcel zoned to allow for residential development, the 
mitigation requirements shall be reduced by SO percent. Does this reduction encourage preservation? I could 
move my house or enlarge it some to take out a tree and reduce my mitigation. I don't know if this has been 
practiced in Folsom?? 

HH. c. Removal of Street Trees on Residential Property with Existing Single-Family or Two Family Dwellings. Street 
trees on residential property one-half acre or less shall be replaced at a ratio of one replacement tree for every 
tree removed if the property has an existing single-family or two-family residential structure on-site. I would 
hope that the City would not suffer a loss in value of their urban forest for private gain. Replacing a shade tree 
with a #15 or 24 inch box does not do that. The tree should be appraised and no net loss in value to the urban 
forest should be felt for city trees. There is a higher replacement for private trees - inch for inch ... 

//. Parking Lot Shade 
Responsibility. The cost of the tree stock, the planting thereof and the maintenance of such tree pending 
occupancy of the property shall be the responsibility of the applicant. Unless the applicant can demonstrate to 
the satisfaction of the Community Development Department that adequate provision has been made for the 
planting and initial maintenance of the Parking Lot Trees, the applicant shall be required to furnish security 
which, at the option of and subject to the approval of the Director, shall be in the form of those alternatives 
authorized under Government Code Section 66499 et seq. Adequate provision may take the form of covenants, 
conditions and restrictions (CC&Rs) that require the planting and maintenance of Parking Lot Shading Trees and 
that, in the opinion of the City Attorney, are enforceable by property owners or an association of owners 
created by such CC&Rs. - Shouldn't there be conditions for maintenance beyond the initial establishment? I liked 
the idea of protecting undersized mitigation and condition trees which are undersized and usually too easily 
replaceable in-kind. If a #15 dies, after 1 year, it should be replaced with a 24-inch box, or the community loses a 
year of growth. If the owner tops the parking lot trees, there will be no shade. Clearly protecting and placing 
some responsibility will lead better care and more shade. 

JJ. Violation, Enforcement, Penalties - 4. Notwithstanding the minimum fee level identified in Section l.09.012(A), 
the monetary sanction shall be in an amount at least two times what would have been charged as an in-lieu fee 
under Section 12.16.160(8)(2) of this Chapter. This has some deterrent to avoiding in lieu fees. What about in the 
parking lot tree where they top an destroy the structure. How are the trees replaced in-kind with similar size 
trees? Replacing with t #15 will never achieve the shade goals .... 

Gordon 

Gordon Mann, Consulting Arborist 
ASCA Registered Consulting Arborist #480 
ISA Certified Arborist & Municipal Specialist #WE-0151 AM 
ISA TRAQ Risk Assessment Qualified 

LC 
California Tree and Landscape Consulting, Inc., (CalTLC) 
1243 High Street 
Auburn, CA 95603 
(69.0) 740-3461 cell 
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Tree Preservation 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Kian (Key-on) Faroughi <faroughi68@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, November 13, 2019 11 :07 PM 
TreePreservation 
Aimee Nunez; Pam Johns 
Tree Preservation Ordinance Update Comments 

Please find my comments and statement regarding the tree preservation ordinance update below. Let me know if I need 
to turn in a hard copy in person. 

As a current lot owner in the final stages of planning a home in the Lakeview Oaks community, I have great 
concern and issue with the proposed change in how in-lieu fees for trees with the building footprint are 
calculated for single family custom lots. The in-lieu fee for trees within the building footprint was designed to 
keep building in Folsom affordable, and has allowed lot owners for the past two decades to build their homes 
without worrying too much about the oak trees on property. 

In essence, these tree mitigation fees are taxes and any increase MUST consider the perspective of current lot 
owners, the residents of Folsom who will be punished for any increase in tree mitigation fees. My biggest issue 
with the new tree proposal is the proposed change in how in~lieu mitigation fees are calculated for trees within 
the building footprint. 

At the council meeting in which the new ordinance draft was presented, the mayor mentioned that we must 
think about the unintended consequences of this proposal. The unintended consequence of the current 
proposal draft is a drastic change in the value of lots zoned for single family residences. 

As a computer software engineer, I solve problems for a living. A big part of solving computer problems is 
writing algorithms, or formulas. When I analyze and grade the strength of an algorithm, I always think about the 
performance of the algorithm in the worst case scenario. Well , the formula currently proposed in the new 
ordinance performs terribly in the worst case scenarios. To me, the current solution is not only unfair to lot 
owners, it is truly not something that should be presented to the council as is. 

Let's take a hypothetical lot to demonstrate how the new proposal is just ridiculously unfair to current lot 
owners, and how it would perform very poorly in some very possible scenarios. Let's assume a lot exists with 
10 massive trees (>40" DBH) right in the middle of the clear cut building area. Assume no other trees exist on 
the property, so the owner of the lot would get no credits for preserving trees. Again, we must analyze the 
worst case scenarios to determine the quality of the formula. Under the current tree ordinance, a lot owner 
could build a home and pay $1000 in fees, $100 for each of the ten trees. This is very reasonable. Again, the 
in-lieu fee for trees in the building footprint was designed to allow for lot owners to be able to afford building on 
the property they own and it does exactly that. 

Under the new proposed tree ordinance, the owner of the same lot would be required to pay $30,000. This is a 
3000% increase! A 3000% increase in taxes on a lot the owner had already purchased with the mindset and 
assumption that trees on the building footprint would not drastically impact the cost to build the home. This is a 
very important point, as the idea is to ensure Oak trees on the property do not drastically impact the cost to 
build the home. Clearing the lot for a usable backyard is a different story. Such a drastic change would not only 
impact the affordability of building a home on the property, but it would impact the resale value of the property. 
The lot in question would essentially be worth about $29,000 less than it is today, as any perspective buyer 
would need to consider this gargantuan tax in his or her budget. 
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By drastically increasing these fees, essentially taxes, a lot owner could very well no longer afford to build on 
the property they already own. As I read the proposed tree ordinance update and listened to the presentation 
made at the 10/22 meeting, I was so disappointed to find that the perspective of current lot owners had not 
been taken into account whatsoever. 

These mitigation fees are taxes, and the people most greatly impacted and will be paying these taxes are 
current lot owners. Much like the water price increase mailers that have been sent out in recent weeks, current 
lot owners deserve to be made aware of such a drastic change to the price structure of tree mitigation fees. I 
only found out about this because the arborist I hired for my lot filled me in, and that is a terrifying thought. 

As things currently stand, I consider this effort to be in the same vein as taxation without representation . 

My recommendations are as follows: 

1. Send out mailers to all current lot owners in Folsom and delay any potential city council vote. 
2. Remove all proposed changes to how in-lieu fees for homes within the building footprint are calculated 

from the ordinance update. 
3. Add an explicit grandfather clause, protecting current lot owners by providing them substantial time (at 

least 1-2 years) to react to a potential change in the way tree mitigation fees are calculated. Explicitly 
allow current lot owners sufficient time to submit applications for tree removal permits under the current 
ordinance. 

One of the main reasons for the proposed ordinance update is the "loophole," lot owners tend to try to make 
use of by positioning the home in such a way as to minimize fees. During the presentation to the city council a 
suggestion was made for lot owners to move homes back and pay more in construction costs in order to avoid 
hefty mitigation fees, instead of covering the trees. This was a very offensive statement as it assumes lot 
owners have endless budget. These mitigation fees are taxes, and much like any tax, a taxpayer has the right 
to do what they can in order to minimize the taxes they must pay. In fact, many people hire professionals to file 
state and federal taxes to ensure they are paying the absolute minimum. This thought process can be fairly 
applied to mitigation fees for tree removal. 

As a very concerned current lot owner in the Lakeview Oaks community, I expect you will take my comments 
into consideration and prioritize the perspective of current lot owners as you craft this potential update to the 
tree ordinance. 

Regards, 
Kian Faroughi 
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ECORP Consulting,..;;;.In=c=·'--------------------­
El\rv1 IWN MENTAL CO NS IJ L TAN TS 

November 14, 2019 

City of Folsom 
Community Development Department 

50 Natoma Street, 2nd Floor 

Folsom, California 95630 

RE: City of Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance Update 

To Whom it May Concern: 

In reviewing the update on the City of Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance, I had the following 

comments: 

Section 12.16.020 

1. Regarding definition of 'Heritage Tree' (pg. 4): The City's Tree List includes multiple 
species that are categorized as invasive by the California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) 
or are on the Cal-IPC watchlist because they pose a high risk of becoming invasive. 
Species that are included in the Cal-IPC inventory should not be under consideration to 
be protected as a Heritage Tree. We request that the definition be changed to exclude 
invasive species, or that the City's Master List be updated to remove all invasive species 
(even those that are on the list as 'Excluded'). 

2. Regarding definition of 'Major Pruning' (pg. 4): Request for further clarification of the 
definition. With the current definition, a permit would be required for any pruning on a 
branch that is greater than 2 inches in diameter at its thickest point (which is typically at 
the origin of the branch near the bole of the tree). This would mean pruning to remove 
small secondary or tertiary branches that may be encroaching into a walkway or street 
and that originate from a branch that is greater than 2 inches in diameter (at the bole of 
the tree) would require a permit. This requirement may be onerous to implement 
considering routine pruning of street trees will be the responsibility of the property 
owner and will likely result in a high volume of permit requests or unpermitted pruning. 
If this is not the intent of the definition, further clarification is necessary. Similar 
concerns arise with regards to pruning of secondary or tertiary roots. 

3. Regarding definition of 'Master Tree List' (pg. 4): We request the City's Master Tree List 
be updated to remove all excluded trees and all invasive tree species (as categorized by 
the California Invasive Plant Council). 

4. Regarding definition of 'Minor Pruning' (pg. 4): There are similar concerns with this 
definition as stated in the previous comment regarding definition of 'Major Pruning'. 
Definition requires further clarification. 

2525 Warren Drive • Rocklin, CA 95677 • Tel: (916) 782-9100 • Fax: (916) 782-9134 • Web: www.ecorpconsulting.com 



City of Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance Update 

Section 12.16.040 

5. Regarding Prohibited Activity B (pg. 7): Tree tags are typically affixed to trees using 
aluminum nails during an arborist survey. If this activity will no longer be allowed it 
should be clearly stated. If nailing aluminum nails into trees during an arborist survey is 
an exception to the prohibited activity, it should be clearly stated. 

6. Regarding Prohibited Activity C (pg. 7): Request addition of a section or chapter that 
outlines the process that must be followed if vehicles or heavy equipment should 
damage a tree by accident. 

7. Regarding Prohibited Activity F (pg. 7): Request addition of reference for City's Tree 
Care and Maintenance Standards so that they can easily be found. Currently, it is 
unclear if this is referring to section 12.16.190 of the new Tree Preservation Ordinance, 
ANSI standards, or some other document. 

8. Regarding Prohibited Activity H.2 (pg. 7): Request for clarification. Does excavation 
include planting of under-canopy landscaping? If so, this should be clearly stated. 

9. Regarding Prohibited Activity H.5 (pg. 7): Request to quantify the amount of compaction 
that is prohibited with regard to foot traffic. For example, if a homeowner frequently 
walks under a protected tree in their yard, is that small amount of compaction 
prohibited? Is it only prohibited where it results in a visible trail? 

Section 12.16.060 

10. Regarding Application Requirements (pg. 8): Request addition of information explaining 
timeframe for processing a permit application. 

Section 12.16.120 

11. Regarding Time Limits (pg. 11): Can time limits be extended with a reasonable written 
request and approval by the Director? If there are exceptions to time limits, please 
include. 

12. Regarding Tree Removal Item 2 (pg. 12): It is unclear why an arborist must be present 
for tree removal activities. Particularly where trees are isolated and tree removal will not 
damage other protected trees. If there are exceptions (e.g., there is no potential for 
impacts to tree protection zone for any preserved trees, all trees will be removed from a 
site, etc.) please include. 

Section 12.16.150 

13. Regarding Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements Item A (pg. 13): Tree tag 
number is not included. An identifying tree tag number is often necessary to distinguish 
between similar trees that are growing close together. 

14. Regarding Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements Item A (pg. 13): Will there 
be a standardized health rating system used? If so, please include. 

15. Regarding Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements Item C (pg. 13): Please 
clarify or include an outline for impacted trees that will not be removed. Currently, the 
outline includes preserved trees and removed trees. Would an impacted tree that is not 

ECORP Consulting Inc. 
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City of Folsom Tree Preservation Ordinance Update 

removed (e.g. a tree that was impacted but is expected to recover so will not be 
removed) be considered a preserved tree? Would such a tree require mitigation? 

12.16.160 

16. Regarding Mitigation Requirements (pg. 14). Would an impacted tree that is not 
removed (e.g. a tree that was impacted but is expected to recover so will not be 
removed) require mitigation? If so, please include. 

If you have any questions, or require additional information, please contact me at (916) 782-
9100. 

Sincerely, 

~lAJ®.-~ 
Krissy Walker-Berry 
Staff Biologist 

CC: Aimee Nunez, City of Folsom 

ECORP Consulting Inc. 
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Aimee Nunez 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Aimee, 

Nicole Harrison <nicole.abacus@gmail.com> 
Friday, November 15, 2019 1 :31 PM 
Aimee Nunez 
Re: City of Folsom - Tree Preservation Ordinance Update Notice 
Cannery-Tree Monitoring Plan.pdf; Folsom ordinance comments.pdf; image002Jpg 

I added comments here and there. The thing that I would strongly object is the lack of requirements in the 
preservation plan. I have also attached the requirements for monitoring from the City of Davis (below) 

This should include MORE information about what is required and who may do the work. Many developers I 
have worked with, including Civil Engineers, relate this word to an actual map. Maybe change the wording to 
read "A proceedure and course of action recommended by a qualified arborist which addresses the impacts to 
the individual trees and provides the details necessary for preservation and mitigation." 

Also, you may want to consider requiring a "Statement of Qualifications" as does the County of Sacramento. 

Nicole Harrison, Consulting Arborist 
(530) 305-0165 
ASCA Member 
ISA Certified Arborist #WE-6500AM 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
www.caltlc.com 

On Mon, Oct 28, 2019 at 5:01 PM Aimee Nunez <anunez@folsorn.ca.us> wrote: 

Greetings Fellow Arborists! 

The City of Folsom has recently released a draft of our Tree Preservation Ordinance update for public review and 
comment and I would be very much interested in knowing what you all think about the changes and solutions we've 
proposed. We've done quite a bit of outreach to developers, residents, and HOAs but it would also be great to get 
feedback from industry experts and fellow municipal arborists. Attached is the link to the Draft Tree Preservation 
Ordinance document, along with the webcast of our presentation to the City Council if you would like to see the 
highlights (summary of proposed changes and how those changes affect most common scenarios in Folsom) and hear 
initial comments from Council. 
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Comments summary on <Folsom ordinance comments.pdf> 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:6:22 

Notes 

12.16.010 Purpose and Intent 
I 

A. Purpose. Trees ,re both community and environme nta l assets, unique in their ability tp pr<;>vlde / 

/ 
/ 

I 
I 

/ 
/ 

/ a multitude of benefits that appreciate over time. In addit1on to many others, ·these benefits / 
include llfe-gl~1ng oxygen, filtration of a7 r pollutants, essentia l Shade, energy savings, reduc7.f / / I 
Heat Island effect; habit1lt for wildlife, and carbon sequestration. The purpose of this chapter }5 to / I 
advance these aesthetrc, economic, e nvironmental, and social contrlbu.tlons of our Urba nf oresY I 
t hrough the crnation and. preservation or tree resources. In order to promote tl]e publi,c' health, / 
safety and gMeral welfare, enhance t he beauty or Folsom and to complement and ll! re')gihen I 
zoning, subdivision and land use standards and regulations, while at the same time' r'7°ilnizing I 
Tndlllldual rights to develop private property, the city council finds ll nece,sary ~ establis h / 
sta~da rds, and measures for the preservation of trees. / / / / 

B. Intent. The provisions of this chapter .~re e nacted to: / // I 
1. Establish and maintain the optimum amount of t,ee cover on pu~l{c Ind prl,vate lands r/ 

enhance the natural scenic beauty, moderatedimatic conditions, o/1 ustain propcrty val115. 

2. Promott- conservation of tree resources and long-term sustain bll(ty, I 

3. Safeguard th e health of the City's Urban Forest by e nro,i{g proper t ree mana,iment 
practices. / / 

// I 
4. Protect the visual and aesthetic character of the City.// / 

5. Implement the conservation goals of the General {{n. 
1

1 

6. Establish procedures for the City to administer ls tree ordinance. / 

12.16.020 Definitions ,/ 
? 

I 
I 

This section Includes the definition of t erms a phra ses used in this Chapter at are technical or 

specialized, or that may not refiect common ~{e. If any o-f the definitions in thjs Chapter conflict with 
defi nitions In other provisions of the M~nlclp.al Code, the terms and phrases •,~·defined in this Chapter 

shall control for the purposes of this a,i6ter. If a word is not defined in thi Chapter, t he Community 
Development Director shall determin\rthe most appropriate definition for pu/poses of enforcing the Tree 

Ordinance. / I I 
/ / I 

Adjacent. Having a common propefty line, or immediately next to an alley, path, private street, easement, 

or public stteet. / /I/ I 

ANSI A300 Standard / "fie ost current version of Tree Care Opera ons -Tree, Shrub and other Woody 
Plant Malnlenan!!,7 strrfard Practices of the American National tandards Institute, as amended from 

time to time. 11.J I 

Appeal Authority. The Director or Commission authorized und~r this Chapter to consider appeals of Tree 

Removal Permits. 
1

1 

Approving Authority. The City Arborist is the ApprovingAluthority for the Tree Work Permit and Tree 

Removal Permit covered by this Chapter. I 
I 

Arborist Report. A report prepared by an Arbon,, coi,t~inl ng specl flc information on locat on, condition, 

potential impacts of development, recommended ITlions and mitigation measures relating to 1 or more 

trees on an individual lot or project site. 
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How about the companion publication "Best 

Management Practices" 

11/15/201912;3 :02 
Should say "Management" 
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Comments summary on <Folsom ordinance comments.pdf> 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:6:22 

Notes 

/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

/ / 
/ / 

/ / 
/ / 

/ / 
I / / 

.t· ·, I / / 

/ / 
/ / 

/ / 
/ / 

/ / 
/ / 

/ / 
/ / 

Extrapolated Diameter at Breast Height (DBH ). This is method of caJ~(.ting t"7lll H of a multitrunked 

tree that is derived from adding the cross~ectional area of each st~ me asur,IK' at 4.S feet above grade 

to dete rmi ne a value fo r t he OBH. In a Multltrunked Tree, th is lmlculated,l)y toking the square root of 

the sum of each indlvldtlal stem's OBH squared. The extrapdl'ated o , /va luc is used for determining 

mitlgatloh and may be calculated using an alternative me t}"'d acce ptpole to the City Arborlst. 
/ / 

Heat Island. An urban or metropolitan area that has t)igher averijge temperat ures than surrounding rural 

areas due to the greater absorption, retention, and generati6n of heat by buildings, pavements, and 

human activities. / / / / 

Heritage Tree. A tree on the City's 11,,~5/ree List a r 30 inches in OBH or a multitrunked tree on the 

Master Tree List having a combined OBL1.hf SO incl)es or mo re. 
/ 

International Society of Arborlculture (ISA)/A nonprofit organization and network of practitioners, 

scientists, and students that is recognized asa source for arboricultural information and knowledge. 
/ 

Landm ark Tree. A tree or group of t rees'determinecl by the City Counci l to confer a significant community 

be nefit to the ge neral public due t9'fb size, age, loqition, his to ric association or ecological value. 

Major Pruning. The cutting of;,fiy individual branch or root with a diameter of two inches or greater or a 

circumference of more thao-'six and one-quarter inches at any point on such branch or root. It shall also 

include the cutting ofa mu lat lve amount o f more th>fn t e n percent of a combination of the Root System 

a nd the Tree Crown w th in a 12-month period. 

Master Tree Ust.1I1 list prepared by the Ci ty Ide ntifying the species of trees that may be planted as 

replacement trees, as Parking Lot Shading Trees, or as Street Trees. 

Minor Pruning. The cutting of any individual branch or root of less than two inches in diameter at any 

point on such branch or root. The cumu lative amount of cutting shall not be more than ten percent of a 

combination of the Root System and the Tree Crown within a 12-month period. Pruning that substantially 

reduces the overall size or density of the tree or destroys the existing symmetry or natural shape of the 

tree is not considered Minor Pruning. 

Multitrunked Tree. A tree with multiple stems originating from a single root mass. 

Native Oak Tree. One of the following species of tree or hybrids of any of the trees listed below, with a 

minimum diameter as shown : 
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'of a species' included on the City's Master 

Tree List 
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This is confusing. Do you mean 
10% of the crown, the roots, or, if both parts 
of the tree are to be pruned. the combination 
of crown and roots 



Comments summary on <Folsom ordinance comments.pdf> 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:6:22 

Notes 

/ 
Terminal Leader. This is the vertical stem(s) at the top of the trunk of a tree. .,,, / 

/ 
Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. Standards required by the City for the care an~m61ntenance of 

Protected Trees based on the ANSI 300 Standards and any other relevant standard;.--a..-tletermined by the 

City Arborist, as amended by the City from time to time. .,,, / 
/ 

Tree Crown. This is the top part of the tree, which features branch9 ttfat grow out from the main trunk 

and support the various leaves used for photosynthesis. .,,- / 
/ 

Tree Permit. A permit issued by the City of Folsom c_9Yefing any Regulated Activity affecting a Protected 

Tree, which may be a Tree Work Permit or a Tr9 Kemoval Permit or both. 
/ 

Tree Protection and Mitigation Pia~ flfan submitted for review and approval before the start of any 

Regulated Activity. [I] 

Tree Protection Zone (TPZ). The circumference of the outermost edge of a tree's Critical Root Zone or 

Dripline Radius, whichever is greater, plus one foot. When depicted on a map, the Tree Protection Zone 

will appear as a perfect circle, or group of overlapping circles for multiple trees. 

' ' 

. 1 
71• 1ri,N~1...,o,\ 
.... l!,nl_l ~ , ,· 

I 
I 

I 

Topping. A type of pruning that is not Routine Maintenance and involves the removal of tops of trees, or 

large branches or trunks from tops of trees, leaving large stubs or lateral branches that are too small to 

assume the role of a Terminal Leader. 

BEFORF AFTER AFTER 

Urban Forest. A forest, or collection of trees, or the total of all trees on public and private properties that 

grow in the City boundaries. 
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This should include MORE information 

about what is required and who may do the 
work. Many developers I have worked with, 
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an actual map. Maybe change the wording 
to read "A proceedure and course of action 
recommended by an arborist which 
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Comments summary on <Folsom ordinance comments.pdf> 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:6:22 Page 7 continued (2) 

10 SUblect Author On1emme Comment 
1 Highlight nicol 11/15/2019 12:48:01 This should include MORE infonnation about what is required and who may do the work. Many developers I have 

worked with, including Civll Engineers, relate this word to an actual map. Maybe change the wording to reed "A 
proceedure and course of action recommended by an arborist which addresses the impacts to the individual trees 
and provides the details necessary for preservation and mitigation." 
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Notes 

Zoning Code. Title 17 of t he Folsom Municipal Code. 

12.16.030 Applicability - / 

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to ajJ..Regulat;;i Activities affecting Protected Trees, excluding// 
those activities undertaken '".' the _City:" "frees that are not Protected Trees are not subject to th'e 
provisions of this Chapter. w[Di"a tree qual ifies as more than one type of Protected Tree, tiµ, ,;;ore 

stringent requirements apply. / / 

/ 
/ 12.16.040 Prohibited Activities 

/ 

The following activities shall be prohibited with respect to Protected Trees: / / 
/ 

/ 
/ 

A. Topping. 

B. Attadting anything using nails, screws, and/or spike! / 

C. Wou nding or breaklne tree trunks or branches thffigh contact with vehicles and heavy 
equipment. 

D. Wounding trunks with string weed trimmers, lawn mowers, and similar equipment. 

E. Causing injury by fire or excessive heat. 

F. Pruning activities not conducted in accordance with City's Tree Care and Maintenance Standards. 

G. The use of tree spikes or spurs while pruning. 

H. Any of the following activities within the Tree Protection Zone of any Protected Tree, unless 
specifically approved by the City and conducted in accordance with the standards of Section 
12.16.140 (Standard Conditions of Approval): 

1. Storage of large quantities of soil and/or mulch. 

2. Excavation and trenching. 

3. Changing soil grade by cutting or filling. 

4. Grading, tearing, and/or grubbing. 

5. Compacting soil with equipment, vehicles, material storage, and/or foot traffic. 

6. Washing out equipment (especially paint, stucco and concrete) and vehicle maintenance. 

7. Installing impervious surfaces, including but not limited to parking lots, driveways, and 
walkways. 

8. Storing or placing construction materials or construction debris and waste. 

9. Accumulation of water from construction-related activities. 

I. Cutting down, destroying, effectively destroying through damaging, removing, or moving any 
Protected Tree without a Tree Work Permit or a Tree Removal Permit at any time unless 
specifically exempted by this Chapter. 

12.16.050 Permit Required 

A. Tree Work Permit Required. A Tree Work Permit is required for any Regulated Activities 
undertaken with respect to a Protected Tree, except where specifically exempted by subsection 
"C" below: 
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11/15/2019 12:49:57 
The City isn~ responsible for their 

11/1512019 12:49:48 
What about Tree Tags? 



Comments summary on <Folsom ordinance comments.pdf> 
Created on 12/30/2019 at 14:6:21 

Notes 

12.16.150 Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan Requirements 

A Tree Protection and Mitigation Plan, if required under this Chapter, shall be prepared by an Arborist and 
contain the following information: 

A. The location, species, Diameter at Breast Height, Tree Protection Zone, and health of each 
Protected Tree on the subject property, and Adjacent neighboring properties as confirmed by an I 
Arborist shall be shown on a map. I 

I 
B. A description of Regulated Activities to be conducted. Protected Trees that may or wi~ be 

impacted by the proposed Regu lated Activities shall be clea rly Indicated. I 

C. A plan for the protection and/or mitigation of Protected Trees shall be outlined as followi: 
I 

1. For Regulated Activity to be conducted within a Tree Protection Zone, the Tree Pro;ection and 
Mitigation Plan shall identify those methods that shall be used by the applicant tp protect the 
tree(s) during the proposed Regulated Activities, consistent with the stand'Y'ds of Section 
12.16.160. The methods used shall include, but not necessarily be limited to;the following: 

a. Preservation devices such as ground or surface protection, protecflve fencing, root 
protection devices or other such methods. 

1
1 

b. The detailed recommendations for existing or proposed planting rr,d/or irrigation within 
the Tree Protection Zone. I 

c. Standards for performing work such as trenching, root cuh ing, or grading shall be 
consistent with the City's Tree Care and Malntenanc~ Standards to preserve the 
Protected Tree. / 

2. For removal of a Protected Tree, the Tree Protection and M,itigation Plan shall include: 

a. The number of replacement trees required to mi¥ate for removal of the Protected 
Tree(s) consistent with Section 12.16.160(A). / 

b. The number of replacement trees that may be a(lt:ommodated on the same property as 
the Protected Tree(s) proposed for removal. Tile number of replacement trees that may 
be accommodated on the property shall be ~termined by an Arborist based on the 
long-term viability of the replacement tree(&). Long-term viability shall be determined 
based on the following factors: / 

. I 
i. Whethe r the proposed locat109 of the replacement tree can accommodate full 

growth . / 

ii. Quality of the environmenYin which the tree is to be located . 
I 

iii. Potential impact to the _r,eplacement tree from any proposed development or 
construction activities; 

c. A site plan showing the locaflon of the Protected Trees to be removed and a planting 
plan Identifying the propo ed location of any replacement trees . 

I 
d. Th·e schedule for plantipg of t he replacement trees subject to approval of the City 

Arborist. I 
e. The strategy_chose by the applicant to satisfy t he required mitigation shall be 

consistent with ;}' provisions of Sectl.on 12.16.1~01B). 

D. A monl \orlng progr'!!!Yincluding a specified ti me period, the party responsible for monitoring, 
and the method and..l)quency by which monitoring reports will be submitted to the City. 

E. Other items as determined by the City to satisfy the requirements of this Chapter. 
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I 1 lnicx,I 11/151201913:00:57 
See attached. I would add the funding 
mechanism and requirement for a copy of 
the executed contract with the arborist 



340 Palladio Parkway, Suite 521 
Folsom, California 95630-8775 
(916) 984-1300 FAX (916) 984-1322 

Elliott Homes 
1914 Celebrating 100 years 

December 3, 2019 

Mr. Scott Johnson 
Pri11cipai Planner 
CITY OF FOLSOM 
50 Natoma Street 
Folsom, CA 95630 

2014 

Re: Tree Preservation Ordinance Update 

Dear Scott: 

The City is going through an update of its tree preservation ordinance As a longtime builder of 
master plans, production homes and custom home lots, we have worked with the City's existing 
tree ordinance in many ways for several years. The current draft update dated 
October '16, 2019, is a vast improvement over the existing ordinance. 

This draft provides added flexibility and reasonableness to a sometimes-burdensome process. 
Future homeowners and custom lot owners will now have some choices that are fair, yet will still 
preserve oak trees that do not need removal. Overall, I think this draft is a great improvement 
and urge the City to approve the update. Staff has done a thorough job and should be 
commended for bringing forward a good working document. 

Yours truiy, 

Price Waiker 
Vice Pr2sident Project Development 

:tmg 

S:\Teresa Garcia\2c~ 9\General Correspcndence\SJi... '12031 S_PW_ Tree Pre::;1:1rv Ord Update oocx 


