


























SWim/from B1

Earlier this month, the
men’s swim team received
asimilar award at the state
level. They were named the
Male Academic Team of
the Year, in the small roster
category with 10 or fewer
participants by the Florida
College System Activities
Association.

“In the pool and in the
classroom, our athletes strive
to perform their best,” said
Lori Bosco, CFK Athletic
Director and swim coach. “I
am incredibly proud of their
commitment to balance their
swimming ambitions with
their college goals alongside
many other responsibilities.”

The college is currently
recruiting new athletes to
join both the mens and
women’s teams. Preseason
practice will begin in August,
with the season starting in
September.

For information about
CFK’s swim teams, visit cfk.
edu/studentlife/cfk-swim-
team/.



State gives Keys’
schools mostly
As for education

JILL ZIMA BORSKI
Special to The Citizen

The Florida Department
of Education recently
released school grades and
Monroe County Schools
showed significant gains
inall areas, according toa
news release. Six schools
improved aletter grade
and 10 schools maintained
their grade from last year.

Poinciana Elementary,
Plantation Key School,
Treasure Village
Montessori and Somerset
Island Prep each improved
toan A grade; Key Largo
School moved toa B grade
and May Sands Montessori
improvedtoa C.

Somerset Island
Prep Principal Thomas
Rompella attributed the
school’s high marks to
three aspects of learning —
inclusiveness, parent and
student buy-in and field
trips.

“We have always fostered
aculture where every
student feels valued. Every
student feels like an all star,”
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Rompella said. “Students,
staff and families want

our school to succeed.
When students immerse
themselves in the world
around them, it inspires
them to learn... Field trips
are good for school grades.
Students come back willing
to work harder”

“(The A grade) validates
our philosophy that
experiential learning —
field trips and connections
to the community — leads
to student success,” added
Somerset Headmaster
Nick Wright. “Field trips
translate to test scoresand
bright futures.”

Overall, there were
eight A-graded schools
in the district, including
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Sigsbee Charter School,
The College of the
Florida Keys Academy,
Ocean Studies Charter
and Treasure Village
Montessori in addition
to those above. The Keys’
six B-graded schools

are Coral Shores High
School, Key West High
School, Marathon
Middle/High School,
Sugarloaf School, Stanley
Switlik Elementary

and Key Largo School.
The C-graded schools
are Gerald Adams
Elementary, Horace
O’Bryant School and May
Sands Montessori.

A noteworthy
improvement was in
learning gains. Monroe
schools are close to
reaching the district’s
strategic plan goal of 62%
learning gains overall,
with 61% in math and
60% in English/language
arts.

The district received
agrade of B, earning

62% points, just two
percentage points

from an A. With this
improvement, the district
moves in state rankings
from 36th to 26th place
among Florida’s 67 county
school districts.

“Tam very proud of
the work we have done in
the district,” said Schools
Superintendent Theresa
Axford. “Principals
and teachers have been
focused, and it has made
a difference for our
students.”

School Board Chair Sue
Woltanski said she thinks
the district is moving in
the right direction.

“[These results] are
due to the hard work
of everyone in the
district, and I appreciate
everyone’s efforts. I don’t
believe you can use only
one letter grade to show
all the things happening
in the district. We have to
look beyond statistics and
focus on all areas. Still, the
[students’] learning gains
are fantastic”
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Montessori and Somerset
Prep Academy each
improved to an A grade;
Key Largo School moved

Montessori improved to
aC.

Overall, there were
eight A-graded schools
in the district: Poinciana
Elementary, Plantation
Key School, Sigsbee
Charter School, College
of the Florida Keys
Academy, Ocean Studies
Charter, Somerset Prep

Montessori; six B-graded
School, Key West High

High School, Sugarloaf
School, Stanley Switlik
Elementary and Key
Largo School; and three
C-graded schools: Gerald

O’Bryant School, May
Sands Montessori.

A noteworthy
improvementwasin
learning gains. Monroe
schools are close to
reaching the district’s

to a B grade and May Sands

Academy, Treasure Village
schools: Coral Shores High

School, Marathon Middle/

Adams Elementary, Horace
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strategic plan goal of 62%
learning gains overall with
61% in math and 60% in
English/language arts.

The district received a
grade of B earning 62%
points, just 2 percentage
points from an A. With this
improvement, the district
moves in state rankings
from 36th place to 26th
placeamong Florida’s 67
county school districts.

“Iam very proud of
the work wehave done
in the district,” Schools
Superintendent Theresa
Axford said. “Principals
and teachers have been
focused and it has madea
difference for our students.”

Monroe County School
Board Chair Sue Woltanski
said she thinks the district
ismovingin theright
direction.

“(These results) are
due to the hard work of
everyone in the district,
and I appreciate everyone's
efforts,” she said. “I don't
believe you can use only
one letter grade to show
all the things happening
in the district. We have
tolook beyond statistics
and focus on all areas.

Still, the learning gains are
fantastic”












STATE RELEASES
SCHOOL GRADES

Monroe County gets 8 A schools,
6Bsand 3Cs

e Florida Department of
Education released school
grades last week and Mon-
roe County Schools showed

significant gains across all areas,
according to a statement from the
school district.

Six schools improved a letter
grade and 10 schools maintained
their grade from last year. Poinci-
ana Elementary, Plantation School,
Treasure Village Montessori and
Somerset Prep each improved
to an A grade. Key Largo School
moved to a B grade and May Sands
Montessori improved to a C.

Overall, there were eight
A-graded schools in the district:
Poinciana Elementary, Plantation
School, Sigsbee Charter School,
College of the Florida Keys (CFK)
Academy, Ocean Studies Charter,
Somerset Prep Academy, Treasure
Village Montessori; six B-graded
schools: Coral Shores High School,
Key West High School, Marathon
Middle/High School, Sugarloaf
School, Stanley Switlik Elemen-
tary, Key Largo School; and three
C-graded schools: Gerald Adams El-
ementary, Horace O'Bryant School
and May Sands Montessori.

CFK Academy is the district’s
newest charter school, and its
leaders said they are proud of their
initial accomplishments with an A
grade.

“Just a few years ago, we set a
vision to establish new educational
opportunities to further serve the
families of our community,” said
CFK President Jonathan Gueverra.
“Today, we have an A grade high
school that demonstrates our com-
mitment to academic excellence
and innovation. CFK employees and
especially CFK Academy principal
Wendy McPherson and her staff
have put an incredible amount of
time, energy and creativity to get
the Academy functioning at its
peak.”

One of the most noteworthy
improvements was in learning
gains. Monroe County School Dis-
trict is close to reaching its strate-
gic plan’s goal of 62% learning gains
overall with 61% in math and 60%
in English/language arts.

The district received an over-
all grade of B, earning 62% points
overall, just two percentage points
from an A. With this improvement,
the district moves up in state rank-
ings from 36th to 26th place among
all 60 or so Florida school districts,

“I am very proud of the work
we have done in the district,” said
Superintendent Theresa Axford.
“Principals and teachers have been
focused and it has made a differ-
ence for our students.”

— Contributed
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DELLEGE GETSE‘iIZM
BOOST FOR N
STUDENT HOUSING

Grant comes from Edward B. and
Joan T.Knight Foundation

The late Joan and Edward Knight founded the Edward B. and Joan T. Knight Foun-
dation, which recently provided $2 million to College of the Florida Keys for its new
residential complex to offer students affordable housing. CONTRIBUTED

he College of the Florida

Keys is $2 million closer to

developing its new residen-

tial complex for students
and the workforce on the Key West
campus, thanks to a pledge from
the Edward B. and Joan T. Knight
Foundation. The gift is the largest
contribution to the CFK Foundation
in its history.

The college’s new residential
complex could include as many as
240 student beds and up to 50 units
for CFK employees, educators, first
responders and health care workers.
Dining and recreational facilities may
be incorporated in the design to en-
rich the living experience. When fully
operational, this facility will add to
the current 100-bed residence hall,
Lagoon Landing, on the waterfront
“Point” area on the northwest part of
campus.

“We are grateful to the Edward
B. and Joan T. Knight Foundation for
recognizing the college’s residential
complex as a worthy investment in
educational opportunities and work-
force housing in the Keys,” said col-
lege President Jonathan Gueverra.

“With approximately 90% of our
current residential students holding

jobs that support the Keys' economy,
an increase in the number of beds
will result in an increase in the labor
market. These student workers will
support CFK's enroliment growth
and fuel the Keys economy with a
steady supply of workers without
additional pressure on the housing
market.”

Students have demanded
on-campus housing for decades,
but state colleges are not typically
allowed to have it. CFK had to get
legislative authority and external
funding to build Lagoon Landing,
which opened in 2011. After several
years of operating at capacity, and
with a wait list, the college again
sought and secured legislative ap-
proval to expand the number of
student beds and to add workforce
housing units.

The college is working with
industry leaders, philanthropists and
government officials to procure sup-
port and seeks another $20 million
to begin the project.

More information is available
from Lana Gaspari at 305-809-3214
or foundation@cfk.edu. Gifts to the
CFK foundation are tax-deductible.

— Contributed









Campa Bay Times

UF spending under Sasse
keeps adding up as new
leaders seek to cut costs

A roundup of Florida education news from around the state
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College receives $2M boost from foundation

‘The Collegeof the
Florida Keys is $2 mil-
lion closer to developing
itsnew residential com-
plex for students and the
workforce on the Key
West carapus thanks to a
pledge from the Edward
B.and Joan T. Knight
Foundation. The gift is
the largest contribution
to the CFK Foundation in
its history.

The college's new res-
idential complex could
include as many as 240
student bedsand up to 50
units for CFK employees,
educators, first respond-
ers and healthare work-
ers. Dining and recre-
ational facilities may
beincorpouratedin the
design. When fully oper-
ational, this new facil-
ity willadd to the cur-
rent 100-bed residence
hall, Lagoon Landing, on
the waterfront point area
on thenorthwestpart of
campus.

“We are grateful to the
EdwardB.and Joan T.
Knight Foundation for
recognizing the college's
residential complex as
aworthy investment in

PHOT0 PROVIDED
Joan T. and Edward B.
Knight, benefactors of
the Edward B. and Joan T.
Knight Foundation.

educational opportuni-
ties and workforce hous-
ingin the Keys,” said Dr.
Jonathan Gueverra, CFK
presidentand CEQ.
“With approximately
90% of our current res-
idential studentshold-
ing jobs that support
the Keys' economy, an
increase in the num-
ber of beds will resultin
anincrease in the labor
market. These student
workers will support
CFK's enrollment growth
and fuel the Keys econ-
omy with a steady sup-
ply of workers without

additional pressure on
the housing market.”

Students have
demanded on-campus
housing fur decades, but
state colleges are not typ-
ically allowed to have
on- campus housing. CFK
had to procure legislative
authorityand external
funding tobuildLagoon
Landing, which opencd
in2011. Afterseveral
years of Lagoon Land-
ing operating at capac-
ity and with a wait list,
the college again sought
and secured legislative
approval to expand the
number of student beds
and to add workforce
housing units.

‘Ihe collegeis work
ingwith industryleaders,
philanthropists and gov-
ernment officials to pro-
cure supportand seeks
another $20 million in
funding to begin the
project.

For more informa-
tion, contact Lana Gas-
pari, CFK Foundation_

or ) on@: ¢
Giftsto the CFK Founda-
tion are tax- deductible.



