From left, Leslie and Miriam Ellison, College of the Florida Keys president
Jonathan Gueverra, Deek Oglesbee and Abby Oglesbee mark the dona-
tion of $16,000 to the college’s nursing program for a scholarship named in
honor of Nettie Lawson Oglesbee, who is shown in the photo being held

by Abby. CONTRIBUTED

Nettie Lawson
Oglesbee’s

family honors
the late nurse

he College of the

Florida Keys (CFK)

Foundation received

a $16,000 donation to
establish the Nettie Lawson
Oglesbee nursing scholarship
endowment fund. Abby and
Deek Oglesbee, along with
Miriam and Leslie Ellison, cre-
ated the endowment to award
a $500 scholarship each fall
and spring semester, beginning
spring 2026.

The scholarship honors
Nettie Lawson Oglesbee, who
pursued her nursing degree
after raising her children and
went on to build a career
devoted to patient care. Her
daughter-in-law Abby, a CFK
nursing alum, former CFK
nursing clinical instructor and
former president of the Lower
Keys Women's Club — CFK’s

longest-running nursing schol-
arship donor — was inspired

by Nettie to support students
following a similar path to
nursing later in life.

“When | decided to pursue
nursing in my 40s, | thought |
was too old. Then my husband
reminded me that his mother
became a nurse at 60 and
practiced for nearly a decade,”
said Abby Oglesbee. “Our hope
as a family is that the Nettie
Lawson Oglesbee scholarship
encourages non-traditional
students to follow their dreams
in nursing, no matter their age.
This profession isn’t about age,
it's about passion and heart.”

More information is at cfk.
edu/discover/cfk-foundation/
scholarship-info/.

The initial deadline to ap-
ply for the spring 2026 oppor-
tunity is Nov. 2. More informa-
tion on scholarships is available
from Shania Duarte-Vera at
305-809-3153 or foundation@
cfk.edu.

— Contributed
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Bill would rename state school roads for Kirk

By News Service of Florida, 20 days ago

TALLAHASSEE — A Florida House Republican on Tuesday, Oct. 7, filed a proposal that
would redesignate a road at each Florida state university and college to honor conserv-
ative leader Charlie Kirk, who was murdered last month in Utah.

State Rep. Kevin Steele, R-Dade City, filed the bill (HB 113) for consideration during the
legislative session that will start in January.

The bill would specify a road at each of the state’s 12 universities and 28 colleges to be
named after Kirk.

For example, Chieftain Way at Florida State University and Stadium Road at the
University of Florida would each be redesignated as Charlie James Kirk Road, while
FGCU Boulevard at Florida Gulf Coast University would be redesignated as Charlie
James Kirk Boulevard.

Locally, the proposal would rename the College of the Florida Keys' College Road to
Charlie James Kirk Road.

If the bill passes, institutions that do not comply could lose state funding within 90
days.

Kirk helped found and lead the organization Turning Point USA in 2012. The non-profit
organization’s mission is to identify, educate, train and organize students to promote
the principles of fiscal responsibility, free markets, and limited government.

Kirk, 31, was shot and killed Sept. 10 during an appearance at Utah Valley University.
Since his death the applications for new Turning Point chapters at colleges nation-wide
has topped 37,000 requests.
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