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Non-Illicit Discharge 
Examples

• Discharges from firefighting activities

• Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges

• Individual residential vehicle washing

• Uncontaminated water used to control dust

• Uncontaminated air-conditioning 
condensate

• Uncontaminated water used to control dust

• Runoff from landscape irrigation



Illicit Discharge 
Examples

• Chlorinated water where total residual chlorine 
exists in any harmful quantity

• Contaminated water or waste from commercial 
establishments 

• Any runoff or wash down water from any 
animal pen

• Any motor vehicle fluids

• flammable or explosive liquid

• domestic sewage or septic tank waste

• any type of household hazardous waste 



Best Practices to Prevent Illicit Discharges

(Chlorinated Pools)
Septic Sewer System Customers
• DO NOT drain chlorinated pools into your septic sewer 

system as it can cause system failure

• Allow the water to sit in the sun 5 to 10 days without 
adding chlorine or other chemicals before draining to 
yard or landscape areas.

• Using a chlorine test kit, verify that your water is 
dechlorinated. (0.5ppm or less for chlorine, 200ppm or 
less for cyanuric acid) and does not exceed the Surface 
Water Quality Standard of the State of Texas 

• Drain slowly enough to grassy or landscaped areas of 
your property and avoid flooding of neighboring 
property.

SAWS/FOR Sewer System Customers
• Follow best practices of a septic sewer system customer or

• Locate the sanitary sewer cleanout pipe on your property.  
Sanitary sewer cleanout pipes are typically located 
somewhere near the front of the house (sometime hidden 
in a flower bed) and made of white PVC pipe.

• Using a hose, connect a siphon or sump pump (no more 
than 50 gallons/minute) to the sanitary sewer cleanout. 
Keep at least a two-inch gap between the hose and the 
cleanout pipe.

• Be sure to remember to replace the cleanout pipe cover 
when pumping is complete.



Enforcement / 
Schedule of Penalties

Administrative Penalties 

& Stop Work Order

• Written Notice of Violation or Stop Work Order

• $500 a day violation exists

• Appeal process for Notice of Violation

Civil & Criminal Penalties

• Civil-up to $5,000 a day

• Criminal not to exceed $2,000 per violation

• Other remedies-injunctive relief


